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Bethany Lutheran Church’s 

Mission Statement 
  

Proclaiming the Good News of Christ 
in Word and Deed through 

 Welcome,  
Worship and  

Witness.    
   

Deadline for the 
Jan/Feb Newsletter is  

December 21st. 
  

2016 Worship Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

November & December  
Our Worship will be at 

                          9:15 am  

Pastor Tamra will be attending continuing 
education November 9-13. She is 
attending the “Watercourse Way” in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico.  We wish her a 
safe and enlightening trip! 



Blessings From the Lord 
Date  Attendance Offering 
September 3 26  $   768.70 
September 11   40  $ 1516.50 
September 18    28    $   657.58 
September 25    26  $   820.51 
 
October 1          16                  $1,272.00 
October 9 45  $  801.75 
October 16 32  $1,249.50 
October 23 42  $1,263.70 
October 30 
 
To meet the budget our offering should be 
 $1590.60 per week. 
 

MINING JOURNAL AD SPONSORS 
The September ad was given in memory of Bill 
Sivula, by Dorothy Sivula. 
 
The October ad was given in memory of Jim 
Warren, by Marilyn Warren. 
 

BULLETIN SPONSORS 
 
The September 4th bulletin was given in memory 
of Elsie & Hildur Olson, by Jeanne Sandstrom. 
 
The September 19th bulletin was given in 
memory of Jerry and Vicki, from Judy & Family 
 
The September 25th bulletin was given by Danny 
and Chris Peterson, in honor of their 45th 
Anniversary 
 
The October 2nd bulletin was given in memory of 
Jim Warren, by Marilyn Warren. 
 
The October 16th bulletin was given in memory 
of Jerry & Vicki, by Judy & Family 
 
The October 23rd bulletin was given in memory of 
Turri & Edith Sandstrom, by Jeanne Sandstrom. 
  
 
 

October Council Meeting Highlights 
 

• Pastor Tamra’s Discretionary Fund is down 
to zero. We will have a special offering for 

this on October 30 & November 5 
• We received letters of Thanks from Jacobetti 

Home, Women’s Center, and Beacon House 
• Fall Cleanup is underway: Thank-you to Ron 

McGlone and Jeanne Sandstrom for taking 
care of the roses. Students will finish up. 

• Snowplow bid from Custom Construction 
Company was accepted. 

• Joint Board meeting with Skandia on 
October 20. 

• New worship hours begin in November with 
service starting at 9:15. 

• Approved $100 donation to support 
missionaries Randy and Carol Stubbs. 

• Noisy Offerings:  November – Salvation 
Army; December – St. Vincent de Paul. Will 
use Keep Kids Warm offering for mitten tree. 
• Saturday night Worship Service will be 

discontinued. 
• Pastor Tamra would like to attend 

Continuing Ed November 9-14. 
• WELCA: circle will meet October 18, with 

Christmas Tea on the agenda. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Remembering in Prayer… 
Members:  Pauline Johnson, Bea & Paul Matthews,  Anne, Pastor Bob Sutherland, Jeanette Thomas, Sharon 
Guidebeck, Jean Mitchell, and Mark Johnson 
Friends:  Pastor Marcia Solberg, Tom Sivula, Mike Haines, Christie Lantz, Marilyn Sumner, Holly, Dave Jeffers, 
Justice Walsh, Becky, Marc, Kathy Talo, Mark, families struggling with safety and emotional abuse issues, and all 
who serve in the military. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What is Behind our Actions? 

“All attack is a call for help. When you 
know this, you begin at once to look deeply 
into the question of what kind of help is 
being called for” –Neale Walsch 
I came across the above quote on a pastor’s 
blog and I have been pondering what it 
means for us today. Some of our citizens 
have been attacking police officers. Some of 
our police officers have been attacking 
innocent citizens. Our country is under 
attack from terrorists. We are attacking other 
countries to root out terrorism. But it is more 
than that. 
On November 8 we will be electing many 
new officials into office including a new 
president. This election has been a hotly 
contested one. It is being touted as the most 
uncivilized campaign in the history of 
United States elections; it is full of personal 
attacks.  
Teachers and therapists already know this. 
Often when a child acts out, it is a call for 
help. Based on my experience as a parent it 
makes sense to me that these attacks are a 
call for help. I decided to see if Neale 
Walsch’s statement was true for me so I 
started by reviewing my own life. When I 
feel like attacking someone (for me that is 
wanting to yell at someone or discredit what 
they have said) am I looking for help? I 
quickly discovered that whenever I wanted 
to verbally lash out at someone, I was 
feeling helpless about something. When I 
am feeling that I cannot do everything I 
think that I should around home and I want 

more help, I often lash out at my husband 
(sorry Everett). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So, what would happen if we started to look 
past the actions of others and really tried to 
understand what was behind the action; what 
kind of help was needed? What if we 
adopted this as a spiritual practice? I believe 
that this one small thing could drastically 
change our lives. And when our lives are 
changed, the lives around us change. Maybe 
it would start a chain reaction that would 
change our country or our world. 
I believe that this is exactly what God does. 
God looks into our hearts to see what has 
happened to us that we act the way that we 
do. God sees that we are children acting out 
our feelings of helplessness. And God 
forgives us. It is called grace. And God’s 
grace will change the world. 

 

  



 

Noisy Offerings 
On the last Sunday of each month we take a 

special offering for a specific ministry. Here are 
our upcoming special ministries. 

 
November 27, 2016 

 
The Salvation Army believes in meeting the 

basic needs of individuals and families, 
young and old. These basic needs 
include food, clothing, shelter and 
household needs. While meeting the 
physical needs, The Salvation Army staff 
also offer hope and guidance to those 
coming in for services. The following 
programs are available Monday through 
Friday.  

• Holiday Assistance – Thanksgiving meal 
served the day before thanksgiving, 
Thanksgiving baskets, Coats for Kids, Toy 
Shop, Christmas Eve meal, Christmas 
baskets and Adopt a Family.  

• Food Support 
• Pathway of Hope – The Salvation Army 

offers holistic and strengths based case 
management services to families with 
children who have a desire to take action to 
break the cycle of crisis and attain a level of 
increased stability. Families will work in 
partnership with their case manager and 
ministry staff to develop an action plan as 
well as assess their strengths and progress 
while receiving support and encouragement 
to reach their goals. 

• Utility Assistance 

Depending on funding available, we are also 
able to assist with utility assistance, 
household goods, furniture, clothing, and 
hygiene products. 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
December 24 

 
St. Vincent de Paul:  is one of the oldest 

charitable organizations in the world, founded in 
1833 in France by six students including Frederic 
Ozanam. The young Frederic, a Catholic, wanted 

to help the poor of all religions during the 
industrial revolution.  He also wanted to improve 
the lives of his peers by urging them to perform 
works of charity rather than simply talk about 
what should be done to help the needy. Now 

beatified, Blessed Frederic founded the Society 
in the name of St. Vincent de Paul, a French 

priest from the late 16th and early 17th centuries 
who alerted the people of his day to many of 

society’s ills. Along with several friends, Frederic 
visited the poor in their homes, helping them 

whenever possible by sharing whatever food and 
other necessities were available for them to give. 
More importantly, the young men provided food 
for the spirit through their many acts of kindness 
and friendship. The Society’s work quickly began 

to spread and arrived in the United States in 
1845 and the Upper Peninsula in 1855 in St. 
Ignace. This world-wide mission is to help the 

needy in countless ways, primarily through one-
on-one contact of volunteers with individuals and 

families.  
 

Some of the Services provided are: 
• Thrift Stores  
• Food Pantries 

• Assistance – programs strive to feed, clothe, 
and heal deeply and meaningfully.  

 
 

 
 
  



 
Alpha Course 

The Alpha Course will continue through 
December 4. The course includes food, 

welcome, worship, and talk. It’s free and includes 
childcare. October 30th subject is “How Does God 
Guide Us?” and the November 6 subject will be 

“Why and How Should I Tell Others?” Remaining 
dates can be found on the Calendar. 

 
Study Group 

Pastor Tamra is leading a study group based on 
Centering Prayer - A Training Course for 

Opening to the Presence of God.  The group 
meets on Wednesday afternoons at 1:15pm. We 
will not meet on November 9th, as Pastor Tamra 

will be out of town that day. 
 

Bethany Book Club 
The Bethany Book Club will meet on November 
7th at 7:00pm. November’s book will be “What 

She Knew” by Gilly Macmillan. In this 
psychological thriller, Gill Macmillan explores a 

mother’s search for her missing son. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society has asked us to 
share with the hungry. There are grocery bags in 

the grocery cart for donations. This is a list of 
non-perishable items which the food pantry 
needs: cereal, syrup, pancake mix, ketchup, 
mustard, sugar, flour, large spaghetti sauce, 

tomatoes, fruit, crackers, cookies, drinks, 
manwich sauce, shampoo, peanut butter, body 
soap and toothpaste. Any help you can provide 

would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Reformation Day – October 31 
By the end of the seventeenth century, many 

Lutheran churches celebrated a festival 
commemoration Martin Luther’s posting of the 
Ninety-five theses, a summary of abuses in the 

church of his time. At the heart of the reform 
movement was the Gospel, the good news that is 
is by grace through faith that we are justified and 

set free. 
 

 
WELCA Christmas Tea 

The Christmas Tea will be on Saturday, 
December 3rd at 1:00pm. There will be a lunch 

and program. This year we will also be collecting 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, and shampoo for 

Harbor House. 
 

Winter is Coming! 
We are collecting mittens, hats, and scarves 
to donate to the Ishpeming Salvation Army. 
There is a clothesline available in the church 
entryway for hanging donations. We will be 

collecting through November. 
 

Pecans! 
People have been asking! 

The NMU Lutheran Campus Ministry will have 
their pecan sale again this year. The pecans will 
arrive early November and we’ll set up a day for 

the students to come to Bethany.  
 No pre-order is necessary. 

 
Discretionary Fund 

Pastor Tamra’s discretionary fund is used to help 
people in need. The fund balance is now zero. If 
you would like to contribute to this fund, we are 

going to collect a special offering for this purpose 
the next two weeks. Checks should be written as:  

“Bethany Lutheran Church – Pastor 
Discretionary” 

 
All Saints Day 

The custom of commemorating all of the saints of 
the church on a single day goes back at least to 
the third century. All Saints Day celebrates the 
baptized people of God, living and dead, who 
make up the body of Christ. On this day or the 

following Sunday, many congregations will 
remember the faithful who have died during the 

past year. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

November 6 is All Saints Sunday and we will 
be remembering those who have died in the 
last year. 



 
Community Events 

 
Bells for Hospice 

Help support Hospice by celebrating and 
honoring the lives of those touched by Hospice. 

Marquette Commons (downtown Mqt) 
Tuesday, November 1 

11:30am - 1:00pm 
At noon, we will share a moment of silence while 

local church bells ring to honor all who have 
passed away under Hospice care throughout the 

last year, and as a symbol of respect for their 
families. Lunch and fellowship will follow.  

November is national Hospice month. 
 

Barnes-Hecker 90th Anniversary  
Memorial Service 

On November 3rd, 1926 fifty-one men lost their 
lives in the Barnes-Hecker Mine west of 
Ishpeming. To commemorate the 90th 

Anniversary of the most costly mine disaster in 
Michigan history, a memorial service will be held 
on Thursday, November 3rd, at Bethel Lutheran 
Church, 333 East Ridge Street in Ishpeming. The 

service begins at 7:00pm. You are invited to 
attend as we remember the dead and their 

families. The pastors of Ishpeming Lutheran, 
Methodist and Catholic churches will lead the 
worship. An ecumenical choir will sing and a 

fellowship time will follow. 
 

Our Quilting Legacy: Why Quilts Matter 
Marquette Regional History Center 

Thursday, November 3 
6:30pm – 8:00pm 

145 W. Spring St. Marquette 
Join us at the Museum for a special program as 

we explore the Museum’s extensive quilt 
collection. Presented by Alive Johnson and 

Nancy Henderson, you will learn how many local 
women from prominent Marquette families 

contributed to the Museum’s collection of quilts 
and why it’s important to preserve this history. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Global Fair Trade Market 
At Messiah Lutheran Church 

305 W. Magnetic St. Marquette 
Saturday, November 5th: 

10:00am to 4:00pm 
Featuring the sale of a wide variety of fairly 

traded handmade goods from around the world. 
Your support will help empower artisans and their 

families and will provide them with a fair wage 
and a reliable income. There will be Christmas 

decorations, items for the home, jewelry, 
scarves, etc. Please join us! 

 
Fall Bazaar 

Soup Luncheon, Bake Sale, Crafts 
Mitchell United Methodist Church 
207 Teal Lake Avenue, Negaunee 

Saturday, November 12 
11:30am – 1:30pm 

(craft sale until 2pm) 
Luncheon tickets are $5/adults, children 5-12/$3 

Children under 5 are free 
 

Annual Holiday Bazaar and Quilt Sale 
Emanuel Lutheran Church 

Skandia, Michigan 
Saturday, November 19 

9am – 2pm 
Soup and Sandwich lunch offered 

Raffle 
Cardamom bread, hand-made gifts, 

centerpieces, fresh and artificial wreaths, jams 
and jellies and lots of quilts! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community	News	
 
 
 

Room At The Inn 
Room at the Inn offers night time shelter, opening at 

6pm each evening and closing at 6am. Dinner is 
provided each evening to shelter guests, between the 

hours of 6:30 and 7:30pm.  The Warming Center 
provides a warm and friendly location for shelter 

guests to gather before heading out for the day. The 
host church will have the use of the Warming Center 
to serve as a morning shelter location from 6-8am. 

New Volunteer Training will be offered on the 
following dates: Thursday, November 3 and 
Wednesday, November 16, and Thursday, 

 December 1, 2016.   
The Warming Center is in need of coffee, napkins and 
city garbage bags. As guests transition to permanent 
housing, they are in need of apartment furniture and 

beds and mattresses. 
Room at the Inn rotating schedule of Church locations 

is on our Bulletin Board at Bethany. 
 

Michigan energy Assistance Program 
The Superior Watershed Partnership is pleased to 

announce that they have received a Michigan Energy 
Assistance Program award for a fifth year. The grant 

award is to help qualifying low-income UP households 
with past due energy bill payments. Through the 

program, participating St. Vincent de Paul 
conferences, Community Action Agencies, and Tribes 

in the UP will assist low-income households at their 
local offices by distributing and accepting applications 
for eligible clients. Applications are then submitted to 

the SWP for final approval and direct payment to 
utility providers. Please see the poster on the Bulletin 

Board for more details. 
 

Lay School  
There is still one class remaining in the Lay School 

offered at Messiah, Marquette 
Prophets I/Isaiah and Jeremiah will be offered on 

Tuesdays from November 1st to November 29th from 
3-6pm.  The only cost is your book. 

Call Pastor Geier at 486-4351 to register. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Task Force on an 
 Inclusive and Welcoming Church 

 
The Synod Council has established a “Task Force 

on an Inclusive and Welcoming Church.” Consisting 
of seven persons from the Synod, this task force is 

being asked to identify resources, provide 
information to congregations, institutions and 

individuals in this synod as we continue to live into 
the ELCA Social Statement Human Sexuality: gift 
and Trust (2009), which “Calls upon congregations 
and members of this church to welcome, care for, 

and support same-gender couples and their 
families,” and “Recognizes that (the church) has a 

pastoral responsibility to all children of God” which 
includes people of all sexual orientations and gender 

identities.  
 

The Task force is being asked to convene 
conversation and provide workshops and 

programming at synod events and upon request, 
with conferences and congregations to further the 

understanding and welcome for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgendered children of God, and 

their families as well as to encourage and welcome 
all of our members, as they live out this church’s 
understanding of human sexuality. The task force 
will make regular reports to the synod council and 

the synod assembly in 2017 and 2018 
 

• Thomas	A.	Skrenes	
Bishop	



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

Upcoming Synod Events 
 

 
• November 5: Sticky Faith 

To equip adults who work with children and teenagers. 
Great class for Sunday School teachers and youth leaders! 

8:30am-11:30am at Immanuel, Negaunee 
Cost is $5.00 

 
• November 5: Faithful Finances 

This is a workshop for all those entrusted with congregational finances. 
Topics include best practices for handling cash funds, required Synod and IRS forms, retention of records, W-2 vs. 1099 reporting 

12:30pm – 3:00 pm, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Negaunee 
 

• November 9-11: Bus tour to Minneapolis to see an exhibit of artifacts and Luther-memorabilia sponsored by Thrivent at the 
Minneapolis Institute of Art.  Check it out at www.artsmia.org 

Cost will be about $250.00 per person, based on double occupancy.  
Includes bus, hotel, most meals, and exhibit with guided tour. 

 
• February 24-25: Congregational Leaders Intensive, at Fortune Lake Camp. Be equipped, learn new skills, deepen your 

understanding of what effective congregational leadership is. 
 

• February 26:  MARKED! Event at Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church, Munising. Make plans to attend with Confirmation Youth, and 
to collect Health Kit and Love Bundle supplies in your congregation. 

 
• March 5: MARKED! Event at First Lutheran Church, Iron River 

 
• The Synod Worship Committee is hoping to assemble an Ad-Hoc Band to accompany the Closing worship at next year’s Synod 

Assembly.  The band might also be asked to accompany Assembly hymn dinging during plenary times. We are looking for drums, 
keyboard, guitar, another guitar, bass guitar, tambourine, flute, strings – whatever you’ve got!!!  Synod Assembly is Sunday-

Tuesday, May 21-23, 2017. Plenary sessions will be Monday and Tuesday (May 22-23) and the Closing worship will be Tuesday, 
May 23, at NMU. Please contact Pastor Katherine at the Synod Office if you’re interested. 

 
• Summer 2017: Medical-Dental Mission Trip to Tanzania. Are you a physician, PA, NP, nurse, dentist, dental hygienist or other 

medical/dental professional? Do you want an experience of a lifetime?  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Bishop 
IT IS TIME: TRANSITION 
It has been my privilege to serve as bishop of the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod since 1999 when God 
called me and the people of the synod elected me to 
the office of bishop. Re-elected by this synod in 2005 
and in 2011, I will have served 18 years in this 
episcopal office when my current term ends and I 
retire on August 31, 2017. It is time. 
It has been an experience of a lifetime to serve as this 
synod’s pastor—your bishop. I have 
seen both the joy of the Gospel and the power of 
human sinfulness in this work. I have traveled the 
world on behalf of the Church and spent hours upon 
hours in every 
congregation in this synod over these twenty-five 
years as a part of the synod executive 
staff. In 1986, I began my work with the wider 
church when as a pastor of the Northern 
Wisconsin District-American Lutheran Church I was 
asked to serve on the Synod 5-G 
Transition Team in preparation for the 1988 merger. 
In 1987, I was elected the first 
Northern Great Lakes Synod Secretary and in the 
summer of 1992 I was asked by then 
Bishop Dale Skogman to serve as Assistant to the 
Bishop. Seven years later in 1999, I was 
elected bishop. 
Talking about my decision to retire, my son David 
gave me the most helpful advice. He 
said, “In your last year as bishop, dad, do not get 
“Senioritis.” Yes—that is helpful! We will 
work hard to the last day. There is a lot to yet 
accomplish in the eleven months before I 
leave office and join my wife Luanne in retirement. 
Your synod council met in September and began the 
transition work that needs to be done 
as this synod moves on to another chapter in its 
corporate life. Two decisions were made 
that will shape our synod in the days ahead. First, the 
synod council agreed to form a “Transition Team.” 
This will include a group of people who will plan for 
a bishop’s election at our 2017 Synod Assembly and 
who will work to make sure an excellent transition 
occurs for 
the new bishop. Pastor Doug Johnson, our synod 
secretary, will chair the Transition Team and Pam 
Long, our vice president, will also be an instrumental 
leader of this team. Other persons are being asked to 
serve and a 
complete list of members will be available soon. 
 
 
The Synod Council also agreed to enter into a time of 
“self-study.” Working with the Churchwide ELCA 
office, the Transition team will develop a picture of 

our synod, what our strengths and challenges are, and 
how we are leaning into the future as a synod. This 
should be very interesting. Our hope is to complete 
the self-study by mid-winter and thus inform our 
synod and 2017 Voting Members as a decision is 
made on the election of a new bishop. Other 
decisions will be made by the synod council this 
winter as we look forward to a new day in the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod. 
The bishop’s election will occur at the 2017 Synod 
Assembly which meets May 21-23 in 
Marquette. I will keep this synod informed as we all 
plan for new leadership. I ask for your 
prayers! Please pray for me that I might serve God 
and God’s people faithfully in this work 
until my last day in office. Please pray that God’s 
will be done in the Northern Great 
Lakes Synod. 

 

  



 
Just For Today 

 
 
 

Ø I	will	try	to	live	through	this	day	only,	and	not	tackle	my	whole	life’s	problems	at	once.	
Ø I	will	be	happy.	I	will	assume	to	be	true	what	Abraham	Lincoln	said.	“Most	folks	are	as	happy	as	

they	make	up	their	minds	to	be.”	
Ø I	will	try	to	strengthen	my	mind.	I	will	study.	I	will	learn	something	useful.	I	will	read	something	

that	requires	effort,	thought	and	concentration.	
Ø I	will	adjust	myself	to	what	is,	and	not	try	to	adjust	everything	to	my	own	desires.	
Ø I	will	exercise	my	soul	in	three	ways:	I	will	do	somebody	a	good	turn,	and	not	get	found	out.	I	will	

do	at	least	two	things	I	don’t	want	to	do	–	just	for	exercise.	I	will	not	show	anyone	that	my	feelings	
are	hurt:	they	may	be	hurt,	but	today	I	will	not	show	it.	

Ø I	will	be	agreeable.	I	will	look	as	well	as	I	can,	dress	becomingly,	talk	low,	act	courteously,	criticize	
not	one	bit,	not	find	fault	with	anything,	and	not	try	to	improve	or	regulate	anyone	but	myself.	

Ø I	will	have	a	program.	I	may	not	follow	it	exactly,	but	I	will	have	it.	I	will	save	myself	from	two	
pests:	hurry	and	indecision.	

Ø I	will	have	a	quiet	half	hour	all	by	myself.	During	this	half	hour,	I	will	try	and	get	a	better	
perspective	of	my	life.	

Ø I	will	be	unafraid.	Especially	I	will	not	be	afraid	to	enjoy	what	is	beautiful,	and	to	believe	that	as	I	
give	to	the	world,	so	the	world	will	give	back	to	me.		

Ø I	will	recognize	God	and	my	Heavenly	Father,	and	that	I	am	God’s	beloved	child,	and	think,	act,	and	
feel	accordingly.	

Ø I	will	begin	the	day	upon	awakening	by	praying:	“This	is	the	day	which	the	Lord	hath	made:	I	will	
rejoice	and	be	glad	in	it!”	

Ø I	will	pray	at	noon	for	the	world’s	greatest	need:	“Grant	peace,	O	God,	in	our	time.	Amen.”	
Ø I	will	give	back	to	God	this	day	before	going	to	sleep	in	this	covering	prayer:	“O	Lord,	Thou	knowest	

how	I	live;	All	I’ve	done	amiss,	forgive;	All	of	the	good	I’ve	tried	to	do,	Strengthen,	bless,	and	carry	
through;	All	I	love	in	safety,	keep	–	While	in	Thee,	I	fall	asleep.”	

 
Ø Submitted	by	Doris	Estola	


