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Bethany Lutheran Church’s 

Mission Statement 
  

Proclaiming the Good News of Christ 
in Word and Deed through 

 Welcome,  
Worship and  

Witness.    
   

Deadline for the 
Mar/Apr Newsletter is  

February 21 
  

2017 Worship Schedule 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

January & February  
Our Worship will be at 

                          9:15 am  

Please see last page of this newsletter 
for newsletter mailing options.  
Please return form if you would like to 
continue to receive the newsletter. 



Blessings From the Lord 
Date  Attendance Offering 
November 6       28  $    945.30 
November 13     50  $ 1,378.15 
November 20     21             $    705.00 
November 27     26    $ 1,443.30 
 
December 4       36                 $ 1,403.46 
December 11 34  $    852.50 
December 18 46  $ 1,424.07 
December 24 92  $ 
 
 
To meet the budget our offering should be 
 $1590.60 per week. 
 

MINING JOURNAL AD SPONSORS 
The November ad was given in memory of Adele 
and Arnold Hintsala by Tina & Bob Johnson. 
 
The December ad was given in memory of Bill 
Sivula, by Dorothy Sivula. 
 

BULLETIN SPONSORS 
 
The November 13 bulletin was given in memory 
of Anna Johnson, by Bob & Tina Johnson. 
 
The November 20 bulletin was given in memory 
of Jerry and Vicki, from Judy Nease & Family 
 
The December 4 bulletin was given  in memory 
of Nancy and Bruce Laurila by Jeanne 
Sandstrom & Ron McGlone. 
 
The December 11 bulletin was given in memory 
of Vicki and Jerry, by Judy Nease and Family. 
 
The December 24 bulletin was given in honor of 
our children & Grandchildren, by Bill & Bobbie 
Hartman. 
 
The December 25 bulletin was given to the Glory 
of God, by Bea & Paul Matthews. 
  
 

December Council Meeting Highlights 
 

• Budget presentation by Dave Vallier in 
preparation for annual congregational 

meeting 
• We received letters of Thanks for donations 

from UPaws, Women’s Center, Hurricane 
Matthew relief, Room at the Inn, Fortune 
Lake and from the Synod for hosting the 

stewardship night. 
• Social Ministry Committee: hosted a tea at 

Harbor House, planning a game night in 
January and a silent auction and dinner in 

March. 
• We will plan all 12 months of Noisy Offering 

recipients at the January council meeting. 
We will look for someone to do a write-up on 

the various organizations. 
• We are planning on increasing our Synod 

Support for 2017 by $100.00. (pending 
budget approval) 

• The annual congregational meeting is 
scheduled for February 5. 

• Three council member terms will be expiring 
in January. Looking for people interested in 

running for council. 
• We will hire an NMU Intern as a Sunday 

School teacher starting with the 2017 spring 
semester.  

• About 55 women attended the Christmas 
Tea. Everyone appreciated Kelly bringing 

her students to sing. 
• Pastor Tamra would like to start a new 

member class in January. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembering in Prayer… 
Members:  Pauline Johnson, Bea & Paul Matthews,  Anne, 
Pastor Bob Sutherland, Jeanette Thomas, Sharon Guidebeck, 
Jean Mitchell 
Friends:  Pastor Marcia Solberg, Tom Sivula, Mike Haines, 
Christie Lantz, Holly, Dave Jeffers, Justice Walsh, Becky, 
Marc, Kathy Talo, Mark,Terri, Viola, Harvey, Theresa Syrjala, 
Gina Koski, Melissa, Linda, Dakota, families struggling with 
safety and emotional abuse issues, and all who serve in the 
military. 



 
On January 6, 12 days after Christmas, we 
celebrate Epiphany. Epiphany was 
established at the end of the second century; 
long before Christians started celebrating 
Christmas. 
 
Today Epiphany is the end of the Christmas 
season in the church. It is also when we 
celebrate Jesus' manifestation to the gentiles. 
According to Matthew wise men from the 
east saw something in the  heavens that told 
them that a king had been born. They 
traveled to bring the new baby gifts of  gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  Gold was a 
precious metal of great value just as it is 
now.  Frankincense was a perfume or 
incense and myrrh was an anointing oil. All 
three were traditional gifts for a king.  
 
The gifts may have also represented the 
roles that Jesus would embody. Gold for his 
kingly role, frankincense for his priestly 
role, and myrrh for his death on the cross. 
 
This baby born in very humble surroundings 
to ordinary parents was not who he seemed 
to be. This baby was Jesus Christ, the light 
that darkness could never overcome. And he 
was sent not just to the Jews, the religion of 
his parents, but to all peoples as evidenced 
by the Magi. 
 
In these dark and cold days of winter it is 
sometimes hard to celebrate the light. We 
feel that we are still walking in the dark. The 
Christmas season is over. Visitors have gone 
home. The tree may already be at the curb 
and the decorations packed neatly away. 
Life seems to be back to what it always has 
been.  
 
But everyday there is more light. Even the 

season proclaims the truth of it. So whether 
you find yourself full of the light of Christ 
or looking for light in your life, here is an 
Epiphany poem. 
 
Be Our Daily Star 
 
God of all heaven and earth. 
From the breath of your love came the 
creation of the world. 
We are amazed at the vast beauty of the 
night sky 
and at the intimate nature of the love you 
have for us your children. 
 
Be our daily star 
Guiding our lives to search for kingdom 
love.  
May we always follow your Light of truth in 
all that we do. 
Forever trusting, hoping, and believing in 
your word.  
Lift our eyes to see your eternal life shining 
brightly. 
Leading us home. 
Amen 
 
From: www.lords-prayer-words.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
What’s Happening at Bethany: 

 
Ø Mark your calendars and plan on 

attending our annual congregational 
meeting on February 5th after Sunday 
Worship.  We will be approving the 2017 
budget and electing council members. 

Ø There will be three council member 
terms expiring in January. Please contact 
the nominating committee – Jeanne 
Sandstrom or Bill Harman – if you are 
interested in running for a council 
position. 

Ø Pastor Tamra is planning on doing a new 
member class in January. Please spread 
the word to anyone you know who may 
be interested in becoming a part of our 
congregation family. 

Ø Bethany Book Club is canceled until 
further notice.  

Ø Quilting and Prayer Shawl groups 
continue to meet at the church on 
Wednesday mornings – please consider 
joining in this important ministry – and 
also sharing in the fun and socialization! 

Ø The Social Ministry Committee is 
planning a game night in January and a 
silent auction and dinner in March.  We’ll 
keep you posted on the details for these 
great opportunities for fun and fellowship. 

Ø Update on the Mitten Tree and the food 
drive:  WOW!  We collected 34 pairs of 
mittens and gloves, 6 scarves, 13 hats, 
and 3 headbands for Salvation Army.  
We collected 100-150 pounds of food for 
St. Vincent de Paul.  Thank-you to 
everyone who contributed!  Your 

generosity was overwhelming and you 
made our efforts a huge success. 

 
 

Ø The Christmas Tea was attended by 
about 55 women and $135.00 was 
collected for Harbor House, as well as 
LOTS of supplies.  Thank-you to 
everyone who attended and everyone 
who worked to put the event together! 
Also a big Thank-you to Kelly and her 
students for providing musical 
selections!  

 
 

            Community Events 
 

Financial Peace University 
January 8th @ 6:30 – 8:00 pm 

The Negaunee Ministerial Association will be 
hosting this workshop. Location is Eastwood 
ALC, 121 Sunset Drive, Negaunee, Michigan. 

Learn god’s ways of handling money with Dave 
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University. See poster 

on bulletin board for more info. 
 

Room at the Inn Training 
January 11 at 6:30 at Warming Center 
January 22 at 11am at Prince of Peace 

Room at the Inn is a shelter for the homeless that 
rotates on a weekly basis to various churches. 

Volunteers may sign up at 
www.signupgenius.com, click on Find A Sign Up 

and type in ratimqt@yahoo.com. There is no 
training necessary for meals, laundry and  

Pick-up, but if you could to one of the training 
sessions that would be great!  

 
Dancing for the Earth 

January 12th, 7:00pm – 8:00pm 
A celebration to support Cedar Tree Institute’s 
environmental restoration projects, a chance to 
welcome in the New Year. Hot chocolate and 

music provided. An evening of dance and song 



with performances by Maria Formolo and Carrie 
Biolo at Marquette’s Presque Isle Pavillion. 

Donations invited. It will be the night of the New 
Year’s first full moon! 

Surrendering the Secret 
January 12, 5:30pm 

The Care Clinic will be offering this post-abortion 
healing bible study. If you have questions and/or 
would like to register please feel free to contact 
the Marquette Care Clinic at (906) 228-2273 or  

e-mail Jocelyn at jjonas@careclinicmqt.org. 
 

Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction 
Care Clinic Benefit 

January 21, 4:30 – 7:00 
Knights of Columbus “All You Care to Eat” 

Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction Fundraiser at 
St. Peter’s Cathedral Hall. Spaghetti, Garlic 
Bread (donated by Casa Calabria), Salad, 
Beverage, Dessert. Adult: $8, Child: $5, 

 Family: $25. A Silent Auction will feature a 
variety of items to bid on. Proceeds will support 

the Care Clinic. 
 

Equipping the Leader Within 
January 21 

Silver Creek Church, 219 Silver Creek Rd 
Harvey, Michigan 

This is a one day event designed to bring 
leadership training to the Upper Peninsula. 

Conference Speakers will share their 
personjourney of leadership development. 
Breakout sessions will cover a variety of 

leadership topics affecting the local church. 
Full details are on the bulletin board or  

call 249-1715. 
 

Fire and Water 
Tai Chi For Health and Wellness 

February 10-11 
at Fortune Lake 

This is a Cedar Tree Institute Health and 
Wellness retreat held at Fortune Lake Camp. 

Introduction to and review of Tai Chi, Overview of 
Body Mechanics, Intoduction to the concept of 

Chi (Qi), body awareness exercise. Cost is $145 
for a shared double room or $155 for a single 

room. Fee includes 1 night’s lodging, 4 meals 
and retreat materials. No prior experience 

necessary. For more information or to register, 
call 906-228-5494. 

Mind/Body Connection 
Weekly Classes and monthly workshops 
The Cedar Tree Institute continues to offer 

weekly mind/body classes and monthly 
workshops on Tai Chi. Weekly classes are 

Wednesdays from 5:30 – 6:30pm at the 
Marquette Hope Connection Center, 927 W. Fair 

Ave. in Marquette. Monthly workshops are 
Saturdays from 9:30 – noon, as scheduled and 

include a vegetarian brunch. Fee for weekly class 
is $10. The monthly workshop is $27.00. 

Discounts are available for multiple classes. 
Contact the Cedar Tree Institute for additional 

information at 228-5494 or cedartreeinstitute.org 
 

Other Items of Interest 
 

Lutheran Social Services 
LSS believes that the best way to serve people 
who have disabilities is to help them engage in 
their communities, which is essential for anyone 

to live a meaningful, satisfying life. It’s also 
important to help people make the most of their 
abilities and strengths. To show how LSS can 

truly change lives for people who have 
disabilities, a new video shares the story of Cole: 
in his 30s and diagnosed with autism, he is now 
working and living on his own for the very first 

time. See his inspiring story on the LSS website, 
lsswis.org; click “Stories”, then “LSS Videos”  
There is also a new brochure for people who 

would like to know more about all the LSS 
programs that serve people who have sidabilities. 
Ou can see it at lsswis.org: click “Programs and 
Services:, then Disabilities” to see a link to the 

brochure. 
 

Women of the ELCA  
Tenth Triennial Gathering 

Women will gather July 13-16 in Minneapolis at 
the convention center under the theme 

 “All Anew.”  Triennial gatherings bring Lutheran 
women together from across the church with life-



changing workshops, worship, servant events, 
Bible study and more. Register or download the 

registration book at welcatg.org 
 

Winter and Spring Retreats at Fortune Lake 
 

• Winter Wonderland Retreat (Jan 13-15; 
16th opt.) – families, groups, adults … Enjoy 
winter at Camp with outddor activities, 
campfire, sauna; optional Ski Brule time on 
Saturday.  

• SOLA/AGAPE! Jr & Sr high School 
Retreat (Feb 17-19) – Grades 6-12. .. with 
special guest for the entire weekend, 
inclulding Saturday night concert: Dave 
Scherer, aka Agape! 

• Congregational Leaders Intensive Retreat 
(Feb 24-25) – Church leaders and councils – 
take time away to focus on God’s mission for 
your congregation, and deepen your 
understanding of effective leadership. 

• Financial Peace Retreat (Mar 3-4) – Adults 
only; learn how to take control of your 
finances with a faith perspective from a 
biblically based curriculum. And enjoy Camp! 

• Upper Elementary Retreat (Mar 17-18) – 
Grades 3-6. Try Camp for the first time or 
come back to enjoy more … games, singing, 
campfires, and new friends combine for faith 
and fun. 

• Adoptive Family Retreat (Apr 28-30) – for 
families formed through adoption or foster 
care, and those exploring these possibilities; 
connect to each-other and new friends, 
share faith and fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fortune Lake Camp 
Summer 2017 Camp Season 

The Water of Life 
 

• Watch in early January for Summer 
Registration to go live! 

• Summer 2017 Schedule is out!  The 
schedule can be found on our Bulletin Board 

• Calling all Future Counselors!!!  Taking 
applications for future wonderful Fortune 
Lake Staffers – see our website for details. 
Please pray for our recruitment efforts & 
encourage potential staffers. 

• See the Fortune Lake website and posted 
flyers for more information, or call the Camp 
office at 906-214-2267 

• Fortunelake.org 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

Upcoming Synod Events 
 

 
• February 24-25: Congregational Leaders Intensive, at Fortune Lake Camp. Be equipped, learn new skills, deepen your 

understanding of what effective congregational leadership is. 
 

• February 26:  MARKED! Event at Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church, Munising. Make plans to attend with Confirmation Youth, and 
to collect Health Kit and Love Bundle supplies in your congregation. 

 
• March 5: MARKED! Event at First Lutheran Church, Iron River 

 
• The Synod Worship Committee is hoping to assemble an Ad-Hoc Band to accompany the Closing worship at next year’s Synod 

Assembly.  The band might also be asked to accompany Assembly hymn dinging during plenary times. We are looking for drums, 
keyboard, guitar, another guitar, bass guitar, tambourine, flute, strings – whatever you’ve got!!!  Synod Assembly is Sunday-

Tuesday, May 21-23, 2017. Plenary sessions will be Monday and Tuesday (May 22-23) and the Closing worship will be Tuesday, 
May 23, at NMU. Please contact Pastor Katherine at the Synod Office if you’re interested. 

 
• Summer 2017: Medical-Dental Mission Trip to Tanzania. Are you a physician, PA, NP, nurse, dentist, dental hygienist or other 

medical/dental professional? Do you want an experience of a lifetime?  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bishop’s Office Transition Team is chaired by Pastor Doug Johnson. Since created by the Synod Council, the Transition Team 
has had two meetings and is working on two separate but connected projects: 
 
A synod “self-study” has been approved by the Synod Council. In February, four persons from the Churchwide offices in 
Chicago will be with us to hear the hopes and dreams of our synod members as we lean into the future. Invitations to all 
congregations will be sent to attend interviews on Saturday, February 18th at two different locations in the synod. The Interview 
Team will be eager to hear opinions and ideas from our congregational leaders – pastors and laity.  
 
The Transition Team is also working on the process for the election of the bishop. The Synod Council will be approving the 
process complete with schedule at its January meeting. Immediately after that meeting, the complete process schedule will be 
communicated with the synod’s congregations and pastors. 

 

Lutheran Men in Mission’s Triennial Gathering 
The LLM Triennial Gathering will be July 21-2, 2017 in Minneapolis. This BOLD GATHERING is a gathering for men of all ages 
to come together to learn, to worship, to network, and be equipped to BOLDLY  live out their faith! This is the first time the 
Gathering has been held in the Midwest since the 90’s. Registration for the BOLD GATHERING is open. Contact Lon Buss, 
SCSW LMM Task Force Leader at (608) 516-7875 for details. 



  



 


