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ß ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нΣ т ǇƳ-!ŘǾŜƴǘ ƳƛŘǿŜŜƪ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇκIƻƭŘŜƴ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
 

ß {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ с ŀǘ у ŀƴŘ млΥол ŀƳ-ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
 

ß ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ фΣ т ǇƳ-!ŘǾŜƴǘ ƳƛŘǿŜŜƪ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇκIƻƭŘŜƴ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
 

ß {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мо ŀǘ у ŀƳ-ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΤ ŀǘ млΥол ŀƳ-{ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
 

ß ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мс-сΥлл ǇƳ оǊŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǎǳǇǇŜǊΤ т ǇƳ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƳƛŘǿŜŜƪ  
ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇκIƻƭŘŜƴ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊ 

 

ß {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлΣ у ŀƳ-ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΤ млΥол ŀƳ-ŎƘƻƛǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ Ŏŀƴǘŀǘŀ 
 

ß ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нпΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
      Ϥ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ р ǇƳΤ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ пΥол ǇƳ 
     Ϥ/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ мм ǇƳΤ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ млΥол ǇƳ 
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COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTSð 
November 16, 2015  

COMMUNITY AND CARE 
 

MITTEN TREE  Our mitten tree is up and awaiting 
to be decked out for Christmas.  This year we are 
asking for mittens and gloves only (no caps and 
scarves) for the west Burlington elementary school 
children.  Letôs have fun decorating our special tree. 
 

HOSPICE HOUSE MEALS  on the second Thurs-
day of each month.  We are looking for volunteers 
into 2016.  A sign-up sheet is available in the nar-
thex.  If you should have any questions, please con-
tact Ruth Gaudian at 754-5956.  

 

SERVICE AND WITNESS 
 

THE NEW-TO-YOU CHRISTMAS SALE was an 
amazing success with profits of around $3,000 for 
Kids Against Hunger Greater Burlington.  Thanks to 
all of you who helped in so many selfless ways with 
donations of wonderful Christmas and gift items, 
toys, delicious baked goods, financial donations, 
and to those who worked so hard setting the sale up 
so beautifully, and to all who helped the day of the 
sale.  I think weôve got something going here!  
Thanks again for your continued support for the Kids 
Against Hunger project.  Youôre the best! 
 

MESSIAH will be packaging for KIDS AGAINST 
HUNGER on Saturday, December 12 at 11 a.m.  
Please sign the sheet in the narthex. 
 

NOTE:  Due to length of reports only highlights are provided here.  A copy of full reports and minutes of council meetings are available in the office 
for review. 
 

MOTION  for request for use of facilities:   
 1.  Laura and Kyle Carruthers request use of social hall and kitchen on November 21, 2015 for birthday 
       party from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.  MSC 
 2.  Kelly Benz requests use of social hall on December 22, 2015 for Girl Scout Troop 9514 Christmas 
       party from 4:00-8:30 p.m.  MSC 
 3.  Joanne Mohr and Mary Saxton request use of kitchen and social hall on January 5, 2016 for Des 
       Moines County Master Gardeners soup supper and meeting from 5-8:30 p.m.  MSC 
MOTION to amend the bylaws of Messiah Lutheran Church - Bylaw 6.04 as follows:  ñThe Preschool Com-
mittee (Board) shall consist of three to seven members, chosen from the voting memberséò  This motion 
will be voted on at the Annual Meeting of the congregation January 2016.  MSC 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 
 

CONFIRMATION--not just for middle school stu-
dents anymore!  Anyone who wishes to participate in 
Messiahôs confirmation classes is welcome to attend 
classes on Wednesday evenings, 7:30-8:30 p.m. in 
the conference room.  This is a Bible year in a two-
year curriculum rotation, and we are presently in the 
book of Exodus.  For more information, talk with 
Pastor Susanne.   
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL/ADULT FORUM         
§ December 6-20:  Lukeôs Christmas gospel/Pastor 
Dick Bailey    

§ December 27:  movie:  Gospel Road, the life of 
Johnny Cash 
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Itôs Advent!  Weôre learning more about Advent from our Coptic Orthodox cousins.  Samer Salama, 
our contact with the Copt worshipping community, tells me that they observe the ancient Christian 
practice of fasting from meat during Advent, this year beginning Thanksgiving Eve.  Why is this?  
Because óonce upon a timeô, the Christian community barely noticed Christmas.  Epiphany was the 
goal, not Christmas.  On Epiphany, the fast ended, new believers were baptized, and there was a 
great celebration of the Wise Men and the showing of baby Jesus to the whole world. 
 

Sounds like Lent, doesnôt it?  It is exactly like Lent!  Wow, what a way to cut all commercialization 
out of Christmas!  I doubt we are likely to do this any time soon, but we have much to respect in the 
Coptic tradition.  They have much to learn about American Christmas.  Part of what we at Messiah 
can show them is our emphasis on generosity and sharing during the Christmas season.  The mitten 
tree sign is up in the narthex at Messiah.  On Thanksgiving Eve, Sarah Crozier from Lutheran Fami-
ly Services of Iowa told us about LSIôs new programs in Burlington, housed in Trinity Lutheranôs 
downstairs space.  Kelly Benz and I are attending a different kind of Christmas season event on   
December 16, a forum and community training event at West Burlington High School called ñBridges 
out of Povertyò.  The ad for the event says this:  ñIn the Burlington/West Burlington area, 17.% of our 
population live in poverty; 28.2% of our children live in poverty; 4,501 of our neighbors live in pov-
erty.ò  I canôt argue the statistics.  I want to find out more, and see what this means for us.  Would 
you like to attend with us?  Let Kelly or me know, would you? 
 

I give thanks for the many of you who have responded to our stewardship initiative this year, as we 
identified the great range of ways we are generous and good to each other and to our local and 
global family.  We depend on this mutual support in Jesusô name and we expect that through these 
commitments, and those of believers everywhere, that we are changing the world for good by the 
grace and love of God through Jesus Christ.  And the advent themeðñAlready and not yetò is just 
right.  Already Jesus has accomplished the one-time-only work of giving himself for the salvation of 
the world.  His death and resurrection need never be repeated.  God promises this.  We look for-
ward to the day when the whole creation celebrates Christmas with us.  Thatôs the ónot yetô part.  
Christmas is coming among us as Godôs purpose is worked out.  There will be bridges out of pov-
erty.  There will be peace in the middle east.  There will be no more tears or sadness, but only the 
satisfaction of knowing He is here among us and all is right with the world.     
 

                                           Pastor Susanne+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Messiah Preschool News   
Shaping Futures Through Faith Based Education  Ring, Ring the Bells, 
Christmas Time is Near!!!  Soon we will be sprinkling glitter, shimmering 
paints, tying ribbons, and beads on the projects and perhaps in the air down in 
our rooms.  Secret presents for the childrenôs families are putting big smiles 
on our childrenôs faces.  The children are also learning about sharing in all the 
things that they do during preschool time with each other and how important it 

is to be nice to one another!  The Golden Rule!!!  They are also learning why being a good citizen of 
the community is important and how to be an active one too!  Our fill the cart was another great suc-
cess!  Tisô the season of Magic and Joy!  Be sure to watch for your share during this Christmas sea-
son!  We wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a big Happy New Year!!  Registration is Christ-
mas fun underway for the 2016 ï 2017.  If you need a registration form, please call Ms. Margie (our 
Director) at 754-7591 ext. 2.    

From the Pastorõs desk 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ  ŀƴƴǳŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘς ! bŀǝǾƛǘȅ {ƪƛǘΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ млΥолŀƳ 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ моǘƘΦ    

¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƛƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ LŦ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ YŜƭƭȅ ŀǘ 

YŜƭƭȅΦƳŜǎǎƛŀƘϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  ƻǊ омф-ртн-офптΦ   

²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊƻǇǎΗ  LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏƻƴπ

[LC¢ 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ о ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘς сǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ 
ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ моǘƘ ŀǘ   ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ [ǳπ
ǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ рΥлл-сΥпрǇƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ 
ŎǊŀƊǎΣ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ ![[ !w9 ²9[π

/ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нƴŘΣ 
фǘƘΣ мсǘƘΣ ϧ олǘƘ 

 

Save The Date!!!!  

June- 

     16thï 19th Love Like Jesus in Des Moines  

     for Sr. High (those entering 9th grade in the 2016-17 school year)  

     Vacation Bible School  (date TBA) 

July- 

     8th-11th Mission Trip to Brownsville TN 

     for 7th grade ïHigh SchoolðRegistration going on now!! 

August- 

     7thï 12th Confirmation Camp @ EWALU 

     for youth in confirmation and those starting confirmation next    

     fall.  

 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ¢ǊƛǇ нлмс ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
ƴƻǿΗ 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ .ǊƻǿƴǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ 
Wǳƭȅ у-Wǳƭȅ мнǘƘκмоǘƘΦ  /ƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘǊƛǇ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƛǎ Ϸнуф 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƭƻŘƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ .ǊƻǿƴǎǾƛƭƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƎŀǎκǾŀƴ 
ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŘŜπ
ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ Ŧǳƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘƻƳŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
YŜƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ  
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Young Adults in Global Mission 

 

This year there are three Young Adults in Global Mission serving around the world from the South-
eastern Iowa Synod.   
 
The ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program invites ELCA young adults ages 21-29 into a 
transformative, year-long journey in international service. As they offer themselves in service, ELCA 
young adults are shaped by the witness of our global neighbors. They share in the journeys of com-
panion churches and organizations in one of nine countries around the world. 
 
Haley Toresdahl  grew up in West Des Moines, Iowa as a member of Windsor Heights Lutheran 
Church, Windsor Heights. She attended Roanoke College in Salem, VA; graduating in December of  
2014. She is serving in Kampong Speu Province, Cambodia  

While in Cambodia Haley will be working with an NGO called Life With Dignity on various communi-
ty based projects that may include water, nutrition, and good governance. She will also be teaching 
English at a local secondary school (grades 7-9). 

She notes that she decided to apply for YAGM and eventually accept the call to Cambodia because, 
ñI wanted to spend a year in a meaningful, intentional way in a new community after finishing col-
lege. I was specifically interested in the YAGM program because of the emphasis on accompani-
ment and living intentionally in a community focused on building relationships.ò 

Haley notes that she has seen God working in this process already. She writes, ñThere have been a 
few situations while here a short time where I have had to trust in the unknown and be supported by 
others in my group and by Cambodians I have just met. God is present in our interactions. God is 
present in our adjustments to our new home. God is present in each of us.ò 

There are several ways to pray for the ministry happening in Cambodia:  pray for the Lutheran 
Church in Cambodia; the staff of Life With Dignity; Haley and her fellow Cambodia YAGMs and their 
country coordinators; and courage, patience, and trust as they  begin to accompany our respective 
communities. 

 
You can follow her travels and ministry online at haleytoresdahl.wordpress.com   

 

 

 

 

 

http://haleytoresdahl.wordpress.com/
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Scheduled to Serve in December  

8:00 SERVICE  
Acolyte: 
   December 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lachlan Kirk 
Communion Assistant: 
   December 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carm McBeth 
   December 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ron Natzke 
   December 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Smith 
   December 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cathy Borden 
Lector: 
   December 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carm McBeth 
   December 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kathy Geren 
   December 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Cahill 
   December 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bonnie Kienlen 
 

10:30 SERVICE 
Ushers:  Don Duke (head usher), Donna Duke, 
Paula Anderson, Ernie & Linda Voigt 
Refreshments: 
   December 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Venita Myatt 
Greeters: 
   December 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Kulp 
   December 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Kulp 
 Communion Assistant: 
   December 6 . . . . . . . . . Wayne Weissenbuehler 
   December 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joanne Mohr 
   December 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Larson 
   December 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Don Duke  
Lector: 
   December 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paula Anderson 
   December 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Braden Hayes 
   December 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . no lector 
   December 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Donna Duke 
Acolyte: 
   December 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Braden Hayes  
   December 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hunter Vargason 
   December 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Paige Clements 
   December 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Paige Clements 
Altar Guild:  Brenda Clements family 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 ς *ÏÈÎ ,ÕÎÄÇÒÅÎ 
 σ 3ËÙ 0ÏÌÓÏÎ 
 υ *ÁÍÅÓ %ÇÅÒÔÏÎ 
 υ 3ÔÅÖÅ 3×ÁÎÓÏÎ 
 φ 0ÁÕÌÁ !ÎÄÅÒÓÏÎ 
 φ 'ÅÎÎÙ ,ÕÎÎÉÎÇ 
 χ "ÏÂ +ÒÅÍÅÒ 
 ω "ÒÉÁÎ .Å×ÂÅÒÒÙ 
ρπ #ÏÌÔÏÎ (ÕÄÅÐÏÈÌ 
ρρ %ÍÍÁ 4ÏÄÄ 
ρς $ÁÌÅ "ÁÒÔÅÌÔ 
ρς "ÅÎ -ÅÙÅÒ 
ρς 'ÁÂÂÙ 2ÕÔÈÅÒ 
ρσ !* 3ÌÁÇÌÅ 
ρτ 0ÈÉÌÌÉÐ 'ÏÏÄ 
ρφ +ÅÉÔÈ 4ÁÅÇÅÒ 
ρψ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ "ÅÃË 
ρψ $ÁÎ #ÌÁÒË 
ρψ /ÌÉÖÉÁ 4ÁÅÇÅÒ 
ρψ 7ÁÙÎÅ 4ÏÌÁÎÄÅÒ 
ςπ -ÁÒÊÏÒÉÅ 'ÅÒÓÔ 
ςπ .ÉÃÈÏÌÁÓ (ÁÎÇÅÒ 
ςπ !ÌÁÎ -ÏÈÒ 
ςς +ÁÔÈÙ 'ÅÒÅÎ 
ςσ ,ÏÒÎÁ -ÉÌÌÅÒ 
ςσ .ÁÎÃÙ 4ÏÌÁÎÄÅÒ 
ςχ 3ÈÅÉÌÁ :ÁÇÅÒ 
ςψ 4ÙÌÅÒ #ÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ 
ςψ -ÅÇÈÁÎ ,ÏÖÒÅÔÔÁ 
ςψ %ÒÉÃ 3ÈÅÁÇÒÅÎ 
ςψ *ÏÁÎÎ 7ÉÅÇÁÒÄ 
σρ ,ÉÓÁ 7ÅÉÌÅÒ 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

ρ  ,ÁÒÒÙ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÙ ,ÅÅ -ÁÔÔÅÓÏÎ - ρωχτ 
τ  2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ *ÏÁÎÎ 3ÃÈÏÏÆ - ρωψσ 
ρπ  #ÒÁÉÇ ÁÎÄ +ÁÄÉ 7ÙÁÎÔ - ςπρρ                       
ρφ *ÏÈÎ ÁÎÄ 2ÕÔÈ !ÎÎ ,ÁÒÓÏÎ - ρωψω  
ςπ "ÏÂ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÙ %ÎÇÂÅÒÇ - ρωφω   
ςω 4ÏÍ ÁÎÄ ,ÅÁÈ 'ÁÌÖÉÎ - ρωψω  

*Let the office know if we have missed your birthday or anniversary.   If you prefer not to    
have your name included in the birthday and anniversary lists, please let us know. 

 
ALTAR  

FLOWERS FOR 
DECEMBER: 

 

December 13 - from Judy Brocket  
 

Mission Statement 
 

Welcoming all people to share in 
Godôs blessings by strengthening 
our commitment to God through 
prayer, fellowship and service.       

Christmas Eve, December 24: 
 

5:00 p.m. Worship 
Acolytes:  Quinlan Kirk, Narisio Lotegeluaki, 
Lachlan Kirk, Nenyo Lotegeluaki 
Communion Assistants:  Mark Smith, Marcia 
Wiedemeier, Wayne Weissenbuehler 
Lector:   
Ushers:  Don Duke (head usher), Donna Duke, 
Elle Jones, Rick Jones, Dan Wiedemeier 

 

11:00 p.m. Worship 
Acolyte:   
Communion Assistants:  Chris Hanger, Joel Hanger, 
Dione Miller   
Lector:   
Ushers:  Bob Engberg (head usher), Will & Deb Brin-
kley 
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Sunday Mornings 
Worship            8:00 a.m. 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study      9:15 a.m. 
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Third Wednesdays 
Supper              6:00 p.m. 
Holden Evening Prayer & Communion   7:00 p.m. 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN  

CHURCH 

Phone: 319-754-7591 

Fax: 319-754-7592 
E-mail: messiah2411@gmail.com 

www.messiahburlington.org 

 

This month -  
§ December 2 & 9-Advent Vespers/Holden Evening Prayer-7:00 p.m.-Sanctuary 
§ December 13-Childrenôs Christmas Program ñThe Saviorôs Birth-A Nativity Skitò at 
10:30 worship service 

§ December 14, 15 & 17-Preschool Christmas Program (6:30 p.m.)-Sanctuary 
§ December 16th-3rd Wednesday-Supper (6:00 p.m.), Advent Vespers/Holden 
Evening Prayer & Communion (7:00 p.m.)-Sanctuary 

§ December 20-Choir Cantata at 10:30 worship service 
§ December 24-Christmas Eve Services:  4:30 p.m.-Special Music; 5:00 p.m.-
Christmas Eve Worship Service; 10:30 p.m.-Special Music; 11:00 p.m.-Christmas 
Eve Worship Service 


