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TO:

Christmas Eve Worship 2pm & 4pm
Christmas Day Worship 9am

Pastor's Page
“...I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you…” Romans 1:8
Happy New Year! As usual, it’s hard to believe another year has gone by and we are looking
at 2023 straight ahead in just a few days. Wow! It certainly has been a full year for this
congregation, as we have seen the transition from our interim pastor to my being called
here.
As we look ahead to 2023, we can be assured there will be many happy and fulfilling events–
birthday celebrations, weddings, graduations, vacations to new places (or maybe familiar
places), sporting events, and other times of gathering with family and friends. These are just
some of the good things we can look forward to with eager anticipation.
As a congregation, we have much to look forward to as well: the regular cycles of the church
calendar–Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, Advent, and Christmas. Besides all this, there
will be Pioneer Power days, VBS, Bible Camp, Oktoberfest, Rally Sunday, and the Sunday
School Christmas program. In between all of these special times and events there will be
others too, about which we don’t even know for sure right now. And that’s exciting!
However, we can also anticipate there will be tough times: funerals, perhaps an unexpected
layoff from work, bad grades in school…well, you get the picture.
This is life: Good times and not so good times. We all know life isn’t always roses and
sunshine. And quite frankly, our Lord Jesus never promised that either. In fact, as Christians
we are not immune from life’s difficulties and heart aches.
But we do know this: That in the good AND bad times of life our Lord Jesus is with us
through the presence of God’s Holy Spirit. Jesus said to His disciples, “And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20b)
The disciples went through some very hard times after Jesus ascended back to heaven, and
they began to preach and teach in His name. But they remained faithful and steadfast in
their witness! And because they did, we are followers of Jesus–direct descendants of that
witness.
We also are called to follow our Lord Jesus in the good and bad times of life, believing that
He is with us too–until the very end of time! This is His promise to us as well!
Yes, life can be a roller coaster of mixed emotions and a variety of types of experiences, but
through it all we have each other AND (best of all) we have Jesus. We live our lives grounded
in a hope that no life circumstance nor any person can take away. This is the life of faith
gifted to us through the calling of the Holy Spirit.
Blessings to each one of you as we begin 2023 together! Please know that I as your pastor
keep you in my prayers regularly, and I ask you to pray for me too.
Together, I believe God has great plans for us in the new year ahead. Thanks be to God!

January Ministry Schedule
•

Confirmation | We will continue to meet on Wednesday's from 6-7:00pm. Classes resume Wednesday,
January 4th. Parents, are encouraged to be in worship on Sunday mornings with your youth to support
them on their Confirmation journey. Service hour forms are located on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

•

Wednesday Education | Classes will meet for children ages three years through sixth grade from 5:30 6:30pm on Wednesday's in January. Classes resume for these young people on January 11th. Also, we
are in need of volunteers. If you can help, please contact Melissa Engel or Julie Scott.

•

SPY Team - This group is for teens through young adults. If you are interested in joining the group,
please contact the church office. We are really hoping to start this group up again this year and are
looking for members along with ideas for activities and other caring adults who might like to help get this
group up and running.

•

January Acolyte Schedule

January 1st

Needed

Needed

January 8th

Colton Tousley

Matthew Farr

January 15th

Georgie Bell

Emilynn Liebhard

January 22nd

Emily Schley

Cailyn Christensen

January 29th

Jackson Kempenich

Owen Lloyd

o Reminder: If you are not able to acolyte on your scheduled date, it is your responsibility
to find a substitute.

Find us on Instagram: stpaul.spyteam

Also on Facebook: Spy Team St Paul Youth Group

Worship & Evangelism
•
•
•

Dial-In Devotions | Call 651-203-4195 for your short Daily Devotion.
Bible Study | We will meet the first and third Wednesday of this January. All are welcome! We plan to
meet from 10:00 -11:00 am - You do not need to 'know' the bible, come and learn from one another.
Online Worship is in the works! The fiber optic lines have been placed, and we are working on developing
our own YouTube page. You can find Christmas Eve Worship on our website as well as worship bulletins
and other information at www.stpaul-lc.org

Annual Meeting Agenda
ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
January 22, 2023 10:00 a.m. - Le Center, Minnesota
I.

OPENING DEVOTIONS
A. Prayer
B. Silent Prayer for Families of Members who have joined the Church Triumphant

II.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

III.

REPORTS
A. Secretary’s Report: Minutes of the 2022 Annual Meeting; Minutes of the August 28th Special Cong. Mtg.
B. Treasurer’s Report
C. Pastor’s Report
D. Committee Reports
1. Youth & Education
2. Evangelism & Worship
3. Property & Management
4. Stewardship
5. Other Reports

IV.

ELECTIONS
A. Election of Church Council
1. Travis Christensen

2. Jessica Whipps

3. Wes Bednar

4. Patty Ann Tiede

B. Delegates & Alternates to S.E. Minnesota Convention
June 9-10, 2023 at Gustavus Adolphus
1. Delegates:
2. Alternates:
C. Constitution Committee 1. Connie Harmeyer 2. Wendy Claffey
D. Nominating Committee 1.
E. Endowment Committee:

2.
1. Gary Johnson2. Chad Anderson

V.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

VI.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Proposed Constitution Updates as required by the Synod
2. Parsonage Information

VII.

APPROVAL OF 2023 BUDGET

VIII.

ADJOURNMENT

IX.

CLOSING PRAYER

.
The 2022 Churchwide Assembly has sent
amendments for required provisions to
be made to our Constitution. A copy of
these amendments can be seen on our
website, or obtained in the church office.
A vote by the congregation at our
Annual Meeting on Jan. 22, 2023 will be
necessary to approve the amended
required provisions to our Constitution.
Also, The Assembly included
amendments for non-required provisions
that we do not have to amend. The
thoughts of the Committee and myself is
that we just ratified in 2021. However, we
will still need to have a motion from the
congregation to vote not to amend the
non-required provisions. If you have
questions I am happy to answer them.
Hugs! Barb Krohn, Constitution Chair

TIDBITS FROM THE PEW by Cathy Schmidt
This is the Day that the Lord has made. Let us Rejoice and Be Glad in it. Psalm 118:24
So as we put to bed the year 2022 and wake up to the New Year of 2023, I thought it would be appropriate to
share some thoughts about the Benediction. As you all know each Sunday we close our services with the
Benediction, and like many of you I grew up with the use of the King James version of the it as stated in
Numbers 6:24-26 as follows:
24 The

LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: 26 The LORD lift
up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.
As I was reading about the Benediction I learned this Benediction is known as the Aaronic Benediction
because these words were spoken directly by the Lord to Moses who was to tell Aaron to use them to bless
the Israelites. This was so they would put on His name and He would bless them, and understand they were
His chosen people.
Perhaps you have wondered as I have what does, “The Lord lift up his countenance upon us” actually mean. I
understand it does mean face but more specifically it refers to the facial expression that the Lord has as he
looks at his people.
I found this wonderful explanation from https://alabastergraceminifacial stries.org › blog › the-lord-lift-u that I
would like to share with you. It is as follows:
“This phrase is a picture of a father smiling and taking pleasure in his child. When the Lord lifts His
countenance upon us, it shows that He is looking on us for our good. God wants to bless us. He
wants to protect us. He wants to make His face to shine upon us and be gracious to us, and give us
peace. Here in the Blessing, the most obvious meaning for this phrase is that God accepts us.
Know today that God is smiling upon you for the simple and yet profound fact that you are His beloved
child.
Scriptures:
Lift up the light of your face upon us, O Lord!” (Psalm 4:6)
How blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! O LORD, they walk in the light of Your
countenance. (Psalm 89:15) “
Even though we often fall short of His hopes and expectations for us,He loves us anyway and forgives us
without reservation when we come to Him. So as you start the New Year let’s take time to reflect on how God
has blessed us this past year and how we may learn to be more dedicated in spending time in His Word. Let’s
have faith in knowing that as Deuteronomy 31: 8 proclaims: The Lord goes before you; He will never leave
you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; Do not be Discouraged.
So as we pray the Benediction let us remember we are putting on His name so we may know Him and that He
will know us and bless each new day we may have for we are a Greatly Blessed and Highly Favored Imperfect
but Forgiven Child of God. :

May the LORD bless us, and keep us;
May the LORD make his face shine upon us, and be gracious to us:
May the LORD turn his face toward us, and give us peace. Amen.

Each year on January 6, the Church celebrates
Epiphany. Do you know what the ancient word
means and how to experience epiphany every day?
There’s a story about a Sunday church service when
the children were called forward for a short
message. Everyone in the congregation watched
with joy as the little ones tripped down the aisles in
their dresses and bows, sweaters and ties, their
little feet moving excitedly to reach the front of the
sanctuary.
The pastor sat down on the floor in front of the
pulpit to see from their perspective. When the children arrived and sat down on the red carpet—some
leaning against the altar, some sitting next to the pastor—they all looked at the children’s minister, a kind
woman with a calm voice.
She said to them, “Does anyone know how the wise men found the baby Jesus on that night so long … ?”
And before she could finish her question, a little boy, maybe 5 years old, jumped up on both feet and
yelled, “Star!”
It took a few minutes for the laughter to die down from the congregation. Somebody had taught this little
boy the story of the wise men who took a long journey to see the baby Jesus, an event celebrated as
Epiphany on the Christian calendar. And this little guy was excited. He knew how the wise men had found
their way.

On the Lookout for God
The Bible says, “The star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him” (Matthew 2:9-10,
ESV).
The wise men were some of the first people to worship Jesus as Lord. But because it takes some time to
travel—and back in Jesus’ day, there were no GPS systems or online mapping services, much less, cars—
the Christian calendar places Epiphany on Jan. 6, 12 nights after the celebration of Jesus’ birth.
Journeying perhaps 500 miles or more, the wise men sought after the Christ child, following the
prophecies from Hebrew Scripture, specifically those from the book of Micah.
In the fifth chapter of Micah, Scripture says, “But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be
among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel“ (Micah 5:2, ESV).
God’s people were the Jewish people, the people of Israel. But the wise men were not Jewish. They came
from the east and were known as “magi,” or people educated in the ways of astrology. They were pagan,

or pre-Christian; but they also knew that the prophets had foretold the birth of the King of the Jews in
Bethlehem.

The Presence of God
When the magi saw Jesus, they fell down and worshiped Him. They had brought precious gifts with them
for the child, who they recognized as a king appointed not by people or family name, but by God. They had
an epiphany, or a sudden insight into the true nature of something. They realized that they were in the
presence of God.
Theophany, a theological term, also describes the wise men’s experience that night: a moment when God
manifests Himself to the world. The birth of Christ represents the introduction of God’s Spirit into human
form, or incarnate.
And this incarnation of God, the man Jesus Christ, had arrived for the sake of all people—Jews as well as
non-Jews, or Gentiles.
The wise men were Gentiles, but they were on the lookout for God, searching for Him in Scripture,
listening for Him in the words of the prophets, and watching for signs of His revelation on earth. And
through Christ, they were able to become God’s people as well.

A New Light
When you look at something that you may have known about for a long time, and suddenly you realize
that it is very special, much more meaningful than you’ve ever acknowledged; then at that moment, you’ve
had an epiphany.
You’ve uncovered something that was there all along, but was hiding, in a sense, just below the surface. It
wasn’t so obvious. It took a second look.
The magi realized that Jesus was their king, too, so they went out of their way to yield to Him and bring
Him the praise that He deserved. Recognizing Jesus as King is the ultimate realization that anyone can
have—it’s a life-changing epiphany.

Epiphany Moments: God in the Everyday
At this time of the year, life can seem a little lonely or dreary. The Christmas trees have been taken down,
lights packed away and wrapping paper trashed. Children have played with their new toys until they don’t
seem new anymore, and the New Year has come and gone. You already may have broken a resolution.
But the joy of Christmas isn’t over yet because we can choose to recognize the mercy of God in the
everyday stuff. With open hearts and expectant outlooks, believers can have epiphany moments any day.
Try looking at life through the eyes of a child who is so excited about the Christmas story that he can’t
contain himself. Or see the events of the day through the eyes of a traveler who has journeyed many miles
to find something very small, new and precious.
In fact, Jesus commanded that His followers have this kind of wide-eyed faith.

Thank you to Pastor Troy and Monica Nelson for
organizing this Gingerbread House Decorating fellowship
event. So much FUN! Thank you to the Hartwig's for
the Thrivent Grant to purchase supplies.

A Notice from the
Constitution Committee
Congregational Meeting
Sunday,
January 22, 2023
(Right after church)

Purpose:
To adopt the 2022
Churchwide Assembly
Required Provisions
And not to amend the
non-required provisions to
the Constitution
If you have any questions
please see Barb Krohn.

Our sympathy to..
The family of Arlene Peterson. Arlene passed on
November 22nd in Le Sueur. Her funeral was held here at
St. Paul Lutheran Church on November 28th, with her
buriel at Bluegrass Cemetery. Arlene was 94 years old.
Memorials from her funeral were given to the Property &
Maintenance fund of our congregation.
Please keep her family in your thoughts, prayers,
and acts of kindness.

Prepare for Worship in January
Readings for January 1st
Name of Jesus - First Sunday of Christmas
Lessons: Numbers 6:22-27 & Philippeans 2:5-11
Gospel: Luke 2:15-21
Usher: Needed Reader: Patty Ann Tiede
Bulletin Sponsor: Jill & Jerry Srnec Coffee: Gail Novak
Readings for January 8th
Baptism of Our Lord
Lessons: Isaiah 42:1-9 & Acts 10:34-43
Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17
Usher: Krohn's
Reader: Monica Nelson
Bulletin Sponsor: Mya & Owen Vrzal Coffee: Krohn's
Readings for January 15th
Second Sunday after Epiphany
Lessons: Isaiah 49:1-7 & 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Gospel: John 1:29-42
Usher: Youth Sunday Reader: Youth Sunday
Bulletin Sponsor: Jerry Swan Coffee: 1st-2nd Grade Youth
Readings for January 22nd
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Lessons: Isaiah 9:1-4 & 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23
Usher: Gary Novotny & Wayne Zuelch
Reader: Patty Ann Tiede
Bulletin Sponsor: Chad & Kit Schley
Coffee: Jane Sapp, Breanna & Ethan Lloyd
Readings for January 30th
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Lessons: Micah 6:1-8 & 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
Usher: Preisler's
Reader: Dave Preisler
Bulletin Sponsor: Bednar's
Coffee: Bob & Cheryl Collins and Les & Bonnie Hartwig

1
2
3
4
5
6
8
10
11
12
13
14
16
17
18
20
21
22
23
26
28
29
30

Collin Scott
Betty Moravec
Connie Johnson
Myrna Scheffert, Michelle Novotny, Andrew Engel
Savannah Squires, Kiersten Holicky
Ken Blaschko, Charles Lawrence, Sophie Whipps
Jill Garvick
Delanie Lobatos
Nicole Lyons
Rebecca Kolander
Leah Powers
Jacob Peterson, Caleb Whipps, Ethyn Zuelch
Jim Reddemann
Reese Davies
Mary Anne Woelfel, Molly Tiede
Eric Braun, Mike Peterson, Mariella Whipps
Stacy Ballman
Karyl Engel, Colton Claffey, Brody Kopet
Diane Tiede
Alec Pfarr, Amanda Onken, Avery Grasser
Joe Zak
Sheila Becker
Kathy Novotny

January 2022
Sunday

Monday

St Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church ~ 232 West Minnesota St ~ Le Center , Mn
www.stpaul-uj.org
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

42

3

4
10am Bible Study
No Bible Discovery
Classes
6pm Confirmation
7pm Property Mtg

5
1:30pm Central Health
2:30pm Horizon Place
3:30pm Carriage House
Monthly Worship

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

9am Sunday Worship
10am Coffee Hour

Office Closed

15

16

20

21

1
9am Sunday Worship
10am Coffee Hour

HAPPY NEW
YEAR!

5:30pm Bible Discovery
6pm Confirmation
7:15pm Church Council

17

9am Sunday Worship

Youth Sunday Gr. 1 &2

Office Closed

10am Coffee Hour
Food Collection Sunday
22
9am Sunday Worship
10am Annual Meeting
followed by Coffee Hour

29
9am Sunday Worship
10am Coffee Hour

23

24

Office Closed

30
Office Closed

31

18

19

10am Bible Study
5:30pm Bible Discovery
6pm Confirmation

Second Harvest

25
5:30pm Bible Discovery
6pm Confirmation

26

Lamplighter
News Due

27

28

