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~To raise flowers is a common 
thing, God alone gives the 

fragrance.  
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A Letter from Monica 
 

 
John 14: 3 “When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me 
where I am.” 
 
This Easter message from Jesus unequivocally describes Troy’s life after death journey. Troy 
believed with his whole heart, mind and soul in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and his promise 
to us that eternity would be a joyful reunion with him and the family of believers. Troy died firmly 
resting in that promise, and I’m sure he is watching over his family, friends and the people of St. 
Paul, in unity with all the other saints who have gone before him. 
 
In his absence, I hope you will indulge me in writing you a final letter. Were he able to do it 
himself, he would undoubtedly first thank you for the GREAT privilege of being your pastor. He 
was so honored when you placed your trust in him to come to St. Paul to be your minister. He 
truly put his heart and soul into this ministry, looking for ways to grow in relationships with EACH 
of you and into the community. He loved you (young and old), admired you as a congregation, 
and saw opportunities for growth in the coming years. 
 
Second, he would thank the staff – Tammy, Julie, and Robyn - for making his job so enjoyable. He 
appreciated their camaraderie, their talent, their cooking (he loved the treats) and the dedication 
of every one of them, and their passion for the work of St. Paul. 
 
Third, he would thank the Council for their fine leadership of the church and for their excellent 
stewardship and good planning for its future. 
 
Honestly, each of you helped to make Troy’s last few months of his life so joyful. He is the only 
person I know who said each day he was happy. Thank you for helping make this be so! 
 
Finally, for my part, thank you from the bottom of my heart for the welcome you gave him, me 
and each person we brought to visit St. Paul. You are very gracious and thoughtful people. Thank 
you for the prayers, cards, memorials, flowers, messages, hugs, and all of the ways you have 
supported me and our family during this difficult time. I believe Troy was living each day as a 
sinner, yes, but striving mightily to love and care for others, fully living out his calling to share the 
Good News. He forgave freely and genuinely and deeply loved his family, his friends and this 
congregation of faith. We will forever miss him. 
 
Heaven’s choir of angels has most certainly gained another member. Knowing Troy, he probably 
will still want to sing Oh Holy Night though as a solo. 
 
 



May Ministry Schedule 

 

• Confirmation |Classes wrapped up for the learning year on Wednesday, April 26th, and we celebrating 
the Affirmation of Faith of Emily Schley and Ethan Christensen on Sunday, April 30th. Although classes are 
now on break for the summer, we encourage parents to attend worship on Sunday mornings with their 
student, as you are the first person they look to in modeling Christian practices.  As a congregation we 
want to support our youth and families at this special time of faith formation by forging relationships 
through Sunday worship.  Attending worship is an essential part of a young person's confirmation journey. 
Students may continue to work on their Confirmation Requirements over the summer through worship 
notes and logging service hours.  Service hour forms are located on the bulletin board, and sermon note 
forms are located on the bookshelf in the Narthex.  
 

• Wednesday Education | Bible Discovery Classes will soon be wrapping up programming for the 
summer.  Many thanks to all of the volunteers who have had a positive impact on our littlest saints.  
Youth Sunday for our 5th and 6th graders will be on Sunday, May 7th. We look forward to witnessing 
their Faith Milestone. *Please note this change in date. 

Worship & Evangelism 

• Dial-In Devotions | Call 651-203-4195 for your short Daily Devotion. We will focus on a devotion series for 
Lent titled "Drawn to the Cross". 

• Bible Study |   Will resume once we have a pastor in place.   
• Online Worship | You will be able to find a link for recorded services at:   www.stpaul-lc.org If you are 

interested in helping with Sunday recording, please talk to Tammy. 
• ATTN:  ALL USHERS (and those who may wish to be!) 

There is now an "Usher" binder located at the entrance of the church with all you need to know when 
serving as an usher (barring any unforeseen events).  For those who've considered this duty and wonder what 
it all entails, check out the information in the binder at any time.   IMPORTANT NOTE:  We will resume 
counting the number of attendees in church.  Please record this number in the binder on the form 
provided. 
A huge THANK YOU to all who serve in this role already.  Your bright smile and warm greeting to all who 
enter our doors is very much appreciated.  And for those who wish to serve in this way, WELCOME.   
Please direct any questions or concerns to the Evangelism and Worship Committee. -Lori Collins Chair 

 

For 20 Years Dorothy Flicek 
has volunteered her time working at St. Mary's 
Thrift Store here in Le Center. 

To honor her for her tireless service, St. Mary's 
Church issued a donation in the amount of 

$500 in Dorothy's honor to St. Paul Lutheran. 

For those of you who don't know, Dorothy 
celebrated her 90th birthday recently - her 

service to others obviously keeps her young! 

Thank you for being an inspiration, Dorothy! 



Tidbits from the Pew - by Cathy Schmidt 

I recently read a devotion in the August- 
September 2020 devotional magazine 
entitled,” 60 days of prayer”.  The devotional 
was entitled, Direct my Steps.  It focused its 
bible verse on Psalm 86:2. It is as follows: 
Guard my life, for I am faithful to you; save 
your servant who trusts in you. You are my 
God.   

Throughout scripture God states, that He is 
with us and not to be discouraged for “I am 
God”.  It can be challenging to trust God. We 
want to be in control.  We often think we can 
do it on our own.  It can be a struggle when 
we don’t get the response we were counting 
on. It is only when we can embrace with faith 
that God’s wisdom goes far beyond our own 

limited human insight that we able to release our own anxieties and put our trust 
in our God.   But that is what we are instructed to do.  We are directed to lean on 
Him and trust that all things work for good to those who love God, and to those 
who are called according to His purpose. (Romans 8:28). 

So no matter where you are on life’s journey hold onto the promise that God is 
with you.  He calls us to lean on Him and trust Him no matter our circumstances.    

LET US PRAY:  Holy Spirit walk with me, speak for me, direct my steps and lead 
me each day.  Help me to trust in your wisdom and seek your direction with my 
whole heart. 

 

On another note:  May is a time when we are looking forward to family gatherings, vacations, 
graduations, and just being outside.  So I want to wish all of you a wonderful summer full of 
fun, laughter, and a good mosquito repellent (I understand they will be out with force).  I will 
be back in the fall. God Blessings!  



 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduation is a big accomplishment!  
 

We, here at St. Paul Lutheran are proud of you, and we 
celebrate you! 

 

We would like to recognize you and your achievement 
at worship on Sunday, May 21st.   

We rejoice this exciting time with you and pray that 
you will experience God's presence all the days of your 
life.  May the Lord richly bless you, and keep you safe. 

Our 2022 graduates are:  Delanie Lobatos, Adam 
Schley, Riley Thelemann, and Sami Tiede 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following people have helped first-hand to 
make a positive impact on our young people 

through Youth Education this learning year: 
 
Bible Discovery Teachers + Helpers:  Katie Vrzal, 

Maria Frederick, Kacey Kopet, Wendy Claffey, 
Breanna Lloyd, Kyle Chadderdon, Becca 

Chadderdon, Tricia Christensen, Missy Shipman, 
Stacey Sykes, Lisa Simon, Sherri Tousley,  

Chris O'Mera, Jill Steinborn, Melissa Engel, Julie 
Scott, and Patty Tiede, Confirmation Mentors + 
Leaders:  Chris Engle, Wes Bedner, Barb Krohn, 

Emily Onken, and Abbie Larsen. 
 

Please join us in worship on Sunday, May 7th to be 
recognized for your dedication by the  

Heart to Heart Team 
 

We are looking for 1-2 households to 
host Green Lake Bible Camp 

Counselors for VBS Day Camp from 
August 6-9, 2023.  

 
 
 
 
 

Please reach out to church office, or 
a member of the Youth and 

Education Committee if interested.  

 

 

Where: St. Paul Lutheran Church Le Center 
When: August 7-10, 2023 (Monday-Thursday) 

Who: Pre K - 5th grade (entering 6th grade) 
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m 

 

(watch for registration forms in your mailbox due June 9th) 

  



 

 

 

Treasurers Report - April 2023    Transactions for March 2023

Account Balances
Coffee Hour (Savings/FNB) 1,074.72$        Altar Guild Checking (FNB) 913.01$              
Youth & Education (Savings/FNB) 3,035.75$        Altar Guild Memorial Fund (Savings/FNB) 2,035.20$          
Music Fund (Savings/FNB) 6,440.36$       Prop Maintenance Fund (Savings/FNB) 9,112.76$           
Confirmation Checking (FNB) 4,889.37$       Sunday School Checking (FNB) 802.10$              
Bills/Salaries Paid **Property account is actally at $3577.76 without Flooring Donations

Office Mgr 963.00$          Insurance Stipend for Mar

Office Mgr 1,172.84$         Payroll

Custodian 830.22$           Julie Scott Custodian Svc

Office Mgr 1,229.63$        76 Hours

Organist 900.00$          March Svcs including Sundays, Lent, Easter, + PT COL

Pulpit Supply 1,555.00$        Pastoral Services for Sundays in March, PT COL, and Pastoral Care

Amazon 32.21$              Matchsticks For PT COL

Amazon 47.79$             Purple/Lenten Stole

Green Lake Lutheran Ministries 500.00$          Vacation Bible School/Day Camp Deposit

Amazon 177.11$             Fellowship Supplies for PT COL

Misc 602.00$          Sam's Club 29.63, O'Keefe Meats 75.00, HyVee 497.37 (Pr Troy COL)

Adobe Software Subscription 21.46$             Office Supplies - Monthly Subscription

Amazon 24.65$             Easter Cards for Pen Pal Program

Amazon 186.97$           2 cases copy paper + staples, binder clips

941 - Federal Withholding Tax 1,192.22$         Federal Withholding Tax (for Feb - due 3/15)

MW-5 172.00$           MN Withholding Tax

Church Budget 134.33$           Inv. 476506 (4th Qtr of 2022)

Miller Electric 2,633.60$       Sanctuary Ceiling Fans

Centerpoint Energy 174.30$           Gas Utility Parsonage + Church

Grinnell Mutual 779.66$          Work Comp, Business, Commercial Excess

Metro Net 266.10$           Office Phone, Internet

Miller Electric 662.14$           Sanctuary LED Lights - all replaced

TCU Post Prom 100.00$           Annual Donation for Post Prom Event

Nieman Roofing 400.00$          Repair of Gathering Space Roof

ProWire 30.00$            Devotion Line

Misc 110.11$             Worship Supplies for Holy Week

1517 Media 101.24$            Communion Cups

City of Le Center 92.12$             Church + Parsonage Water Utility

MVEC 319.21$            Electric Utility for Church + Parsonage

US Bank 125.00$           Copier Lease

1517 Media 84.68$            Learner Packs for 23' + 24' Learning Year

JR Webworks 33.95$             Web Hosting

Le Sueur County 55.00$             Food Lic for Pork Burger Stand

Total Expenses this time period: 15,708.54$      
Offerings for March 18,045.05$      *$21,097.14 is the amount needed monthly to meet the approved 23' budget

*Expenses for Pastor Troy's Celebrationof Life will be reimbursed by the Coffee Hour fund to the General Fund. ($811.32)

 

 
You asked for an even easier, more convenient way                                                                            
to give, and we are honoring your request. 
 

Watch for upcoming worship bulletins that will display our very own QR code.                                                                    
You will be able to scan this code with your phone, making tithing + giving faster and easier than ever before. 

This QR code will link you to our church website where you will find highlighted news, information, events, and 
donation information. -Making it easier than ever to be connected to all that is going on here at St. Paul Lutheran. 

 



 

 

Who We Are 
Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, 

ecumenical Christian ministry founded on the 
conviction that every man, woman and child 
should have a decent, safe and affordable 
place to live. Habitat builds with people in 

need regardless of race or religion. Habitat 
also welcomes volunteers and supporters 

from all backgrounds. 

Our Mission 

Seeking to put God's love into action, Habitat 
for Humanity bring people together to build 

homes, communities and hope. 

Our Vision 
A world where everyone has a decent place 

to live. 

What We Do 
We work to bring affordable housing to the 
Blue Earth, Le Sueur, Watonwan, Sibley and 
Nicollet county communities and the families 
that live in them. We build, repair, and sell 
homes to families with an affordable 
mortgage while preparing them for 
homeownership and connecting them to the 
community through partnerships. 

 

- Get On the Beam - 
Habitat for Humanity’s ‘Get on the Beam’ lets the 
community literally leave their mark on a habitat home.  

The campaign starts the week of April 18 when 2’x4′ 
beams are delivered to local businesses, organizations 
and churches. Community member will have the 
opportunity to sign their name or leave a note of support 
for future habitat homeowners after leaving a donations.  

Each beam will be used in a Habitat home and the 
donation will go toward providing families with the 
opportunity to have a decent, safe and affordable place 
to live. Beams were donated by Lloyd Lumber and 
Builders First Source. 

 Homeownership 
Program 

Habitat for Humanity partners with homeowners to 
build simple, decent and affordable homes. Habitat 
is a hand up not a hand out creating empowerment 
and not dependency. 

Future homeowners purchase newly constructed 
homes for an affordable mortgages. 

The Process: - Potential homeowners apply for the 
program and begin the selection process. 

• - Homeowners partner with Habitat to build a new 
home 

•  
• - Homeowners must put in 200 hours of sweat equity 

per adult, in lieu of a down payment, into the 
construction of their home and participate in 
educational series covering finances and home 
maintenance throughout the 1-2 year building 
process. 

•  
• - Homeowners prepare for closing. 
•  
• - Homeowners move into a safe, stable, and 

affordable home! 

 

 

Please consider supporting this worthy cause and help others 
through a donation to the "Get on the Beam" campaign.  
It's simple, place your donation in the collection box located in 
the Gathering Space and sign your name on the beam.  For 
more information on Habitat for Humanity or this campaign, 
see or contact Chad Schley at 507-720-1216 



 

Happy 80th Birthday 
to Marilyn Ehlers on April 27th! 

If you would like to send her a birthday wish, 
you may send your correspondence to: 

175 E. Derrynane, Le Center 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepare for Worship in May 
Readings for May 7th 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Lessons:  Acts 7:55-60 & 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Gospel:  John 14:1-14  
 

Readings for May 14th 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Lessons:  Acts 17:22-31 & 1 Peter 3:13-22 
Gospel:  John 14:15-21 
 

Readings for May 21st 
Seventh Sunday of Easter  
Lessons:  Acts 1:6-14 & 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 
Gospel:  John 17:1-11 
 

Readings for May 28th 
Day of Pentecost 
Lessons:  Acts 2:1-21 & 1 Corinthians 12:3-13 
Gospel:  John 20:1-23 
 

1 Kayden Factor 
2 Nick Blaschko 
5 Mitch Overn 
6 Debbie Christian 
7 Bonnie Hartwig, John 

Barber, Kit Schley 
8 Diane Zinke, Christa Phillips 
9 Diane Lloyd, Jeff Erkel 
10 Ryder Mason, Emma Steinborn 
12 Todd Krueger 
14 Gail Blaschko, Tamara Schley, Brian Peterson 
15 Arlen O'Brien, Blayke Holicky, Phil Simon 
17 LeRoy Tiede, Tricia Christensen, Kayla Claffey, Anya 

Menk, Grayson Frederick 
18 Debbie Adams, Carolyn Bettin 
19 Mya O'Brien 
20 Diane Wild, Marilyn Baker, Shawn Onken 
21 Kathy Mentges, Brian Gieseke Sr., Dawn Tiede 
22 Evan Traxler, Karly Sladek 
23 Floyd Erkel, Stacy Sycks 
24 Jane Blaschko, Harrison Claffey 
25 Sharon Sexe 
26 Rich Carlson 
27 Aiden Novotny 
28 Caroline Krueger, Carson Lobatos 
29 Ruth Schley, River Grasser 
31 Angie Bosacker 
 
 
 

Worship Assistants for May 
 
Altar Guild:  Marilyn, Connie, Terry, & Caroline 
Ushers: 
May 7th - 5th & 6th Grade Youth 
May 14th - Claffey's & Steinborns 
May 21st - Wayne & Barb Krohn 
May 28th - Larry & Susan Schmidt 
 

Readers: 
May 7th - 5th & 6th Grade Youth 
May 14th - Patty Tiede 
May 21st - Jane Sapp 
May 28th - Larry Schmidt 
 
Bulletin Sponsors:  
May 7th - Connie Ellanson 
May 14th - Denny & MaryAnne Woelfel 
May 21st - Rick & Kathy Brockway 
May 28th - Wesley Bednar Family 
 

 

 

 



May 2023 
 

 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 

1 
Office Closed 

 
 

2 
Pastor Jan begins as 

Interim Pastor 

3 
7:30pm Property 
Committee Mtg 

 

4 5 
 

6 

    
 

   3 4      7 
9am Sunday Worship  

Children Sing at Worship 
Youth Education 

Recognition 
 

8 
Office Closed 

 

9 
 

10 
7:30pm Council Mtg 

 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

9am Sunday Worship  
 

 
Office Closed 

 

 
 
 
 

 

5pm Worship & 
Evangelsim Meeting 

 

Second Harvest 
10:30 Heart to Heart 
2pm Village 55 Club 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

9am Sunday Worship 
High School Graduate 

Recognition at Worship 

 
Office Closed 

'Lamplighter' 
News Due 

 

 
 
 
 

5:45pm Worship & 
Evang Meeting 

 

   
 

28 29 30 31    
9am Sunday Worship + 

Day of Pentecost 
 

Memorial Day 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

     Farmers Tale: 'A 
snowstorm in May 

Is worth a 
wagonload of hay'. 
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