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Zion Lutheran Church 

 Seventh Sunday of Easter     May 21, 2023 

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the      
disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church 
around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for 
their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, 
we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we 
go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends 

for the whole human family. 
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The  Seventh  Sunday  of  Easter  
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father,                                        
asking that those who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 

 

GATHERING  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS: 
L: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 
L:God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 

L: Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not    
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
 

*GATHERING HYMN:          Beautiful Savior  ELW 838 
 
 

*GREETING: 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit   
be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 
 
*KYRIE:                   (ELW SETTING 8) 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE: GLORY TO GOD   (ELW  SETTING  8) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 
L: Let us pray. 
 

All: O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right 
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  Near the Cross, Crosby & Doane, The Shadow of the Cross, 
Lloyd Larson                         Paul Robinson, baritone    Tim Ingersoll, tenor 

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING:                   Acts 1:6-14 

6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time when you  
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods 
that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 
sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,          
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of 
James. 14All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, 
including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
HYMN:                                  What A Friend We Have in Jesus      ELW 742 
 
PSALM:              Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 
 1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
  let those who hate God flee. 
 2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
 3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
  let them also be merry and joyful. 
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 4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds; 
  I A  is that name, rejoice before God!  
 5In your holy habitation, O God, 
  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
 6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 
  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
     O God, when you went forth before your people, 
  when you marched through the wilderness, 
 8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God,                     
 the God of Sinai, 
  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
 10Your people found their home in it; 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
 32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
  sing praises to the Lord. 
 33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 34Ascribe power to God, 
  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
 35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 
  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!  
 
 
SONG                                                     “Days of Elijah” 
 

Verse 1 These are the days of Elijah, declaring the Word of the Lord; 
 And these are the days of your servant, Moses, righteousness being restored; 
 And though these are days of great trials, of famine and darkness and sword; 
 Still we are the voice in the desert crying, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” 
Chorus Behold He comes riding on the clouds, shining like the sun at the trumpet 

call; lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee, and out of Zion’s hill salvation 
comes. 

Verse 2 And these are the days of Ezekiel, the dry bones becoming as flesh; 
 And these are the days of your servant, David, rebuilding a temple of praise; 
 And these are the days of the harvest, the fields are as white in the world; 
 And we are the laborers in your vineyard, declaring the Word of the Lord. 
Chorus  
Bridge There’s no god like Jehovah! (lots of times) Hey! 
Chorus (repeat) 

 
CCLI Song #1537904; Words & Music by Robin Mark; ©1996 Song Solutions Daybreak 
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SECOND READING:                     1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 
A reading from 1 Peter. 
12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you are sharing 
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is                 
revealed.  14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, 
which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due 
time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. 
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to de-
vour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the 
world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little   
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
Leader: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                            “Jesus Loves Me”                                 Paul Robinson 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
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*GOSPEL:        John 17:1-11 
 
 

P: The holy gospel according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is  eternal 
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.   4I      
glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me 
in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world    existed. 
 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 
yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything 
you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 
me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 
whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 
been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one.” 
 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ.     
 
SONG                                                  “Bind Us Together” 
 

Chorus Bind us together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 
 Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord, bind us together in love. 
Verse 1 There is only one God. There is only one King. There is only one Body;   
 That is why we can sing.     Chorus 
Verse 2 You are the family of God.  You are the promise divine.  
 You are God’s chosen desire, you are the glorious new wine.    Chorus 

 

CCLI Song #1228; Words & Music by Bob Gillman; ©1977 Thankyou Music     Used with permission, CCLI #2215031 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED:    
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was        
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the             
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 
 

Congregational response after each petition: 
 

L: Hear us, O God. 
All: Your mercy is great. 
 

*PEACE: 
 

L: The peace of Christ be with you always.     

All: and also with you.         (Please share a sign of God’s Peace)   
                                                                                                           

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
 
*HYMN OF THANKSGIVING    “CREATE IN ME” 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
 

L: Let us pray:  
All: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
 

*LORD'S PRAYER: 
 

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will       
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our        
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,    
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever   
and ever.    Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 

 
 

*SENDING BLESSING: 
L:  The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, 
 bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 
 
All: Amen 
 
*SENDING HYMN:                 Here I Am Lord                   ELW 574 
 
*DISMISSAL 
L: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia.! 
All: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE                  Gretchen Johnston 
   

From sundaysandseasons.co    Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
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PRAYER CHAIN MISSION:  Each week, a family name will be drawn at random from 
the mailing list, and that family will be prayed for during the next week. The family will  
receive a note in the mail to let them know about the  prayers. 

PRAYER CHAIN:  Please submit any prayer requests to a member of the prayer chain:               
Linda Moe 715-398-6779.  

Prayers of Healing: Sarah, Michael Pelletier, and James Dolsen Sr. 
Prayers of Protection: .  
Nathan Anthony, Mathew Sherwood, Nathan Madsen, Keely Nelson, Andrew Hutton,  
Andrew Mattson,  Joshua Seifert, and for all those who are in military service throughout  
the world and their families; and for law enforcement officers, firefighters, EMT’s, and all 
who put themselves at risk for others. 
Prayers of Comfort:  
Those homebound or in nursing homes: Jerry and Marilee Parenteau , Ann Johnson,         
John Madsen, Sharon Miller, Alice Mattson, Esther Nolan, Ellie Mae Nelson, and            
Delores Mackie. 
Prayers for Strength & Guidance: Pastoral Intern Sarah Gunderson, Our Church Council, 
our lay leaders, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Synod Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 
and our Synod Staff, and for all those who stand up for justice in Jesus’ name. 
Thank you to all who pray faithfully.      
(To add or remove a name, please call the office.  715-398-3663    Thank you.) 

Dwelling in the Word Bible Study  
 

Come join in for this no-prep Bible study opportunity which meets on 
Wednesdays at 1 pm at church.  Weekly we read the Scriptures together    

focused on the upcoming assigned  
readings for worship.  Come when you can to join in the conversation  

and practice listening to God through Scripture!   

 
 

This Week at Zion… 
 

Sun   5/21        Traditional Service 9:00,  Sunday School  9:45 
                          Coffee Hour 10:00      
              Contemporary Service  10:45 
Mon  5/22         Choir, 4:30 pm     Bell Choir, 5:30 pm 
Tue    5/23        Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
Wed   5/24         Dwelling in the Word Bible Study 1:00  
Thu    5/25         Sew ‘N Sews  1:00 pm 
 

Sun    5/28  Traditional Service   9:00     
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The family of  
Dave and Linda Moe 

 would like to extend an invitation to 
all for 

 Saturday, June 24, 2003 
from 1pm to 4pm at Zion Lutheran 

Church 

  
IMPORTANT DATES COMING UP AT ZION 

May 23:     Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 5:30 pm 

June 4:       SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS—We will move to  

       ONE service at 9:30am through September 3rd. 

June 4:        Graduates recognized in worship at 9:30am. 

June 11:  Pastoral Intern Sarah Gunderson final service 9:30 and reception 10:30 

July 31,       through Aug. 1, 2, 3: Vacation Bible School 9 am – 12 pm 

Aug. 1:       National Night Out (evening) 
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Join in Zion’s Food Shelf Ministry 
 

We keep our food cupboard outside our 
doors regularly stocked with items for our 

neighbors in need, and it is used everyday!! 
 

There is always a need for more supplies 
for those who are in need.  

 
Donations of food items, hygiene items, 

winter apparel, or financial gifts are always 
welcome.   

 
Bring your gifts to the church office. 

Thanks for your generosity! 

Pastoral Intern Sarah   
Office Hours 
Monday—day off 
Tuesday--9-10am 
Wednesday--9am-1pm 
Thursday-- 9am-1pm 

Stop by the office any of these times or  
 make an appointment. 

Contact info:   
  Office: 715-398-3663, ext. 202     

Email: pastor@zionsuperior.org 
Cell phone: 715-817-6543 

Want to give online via credit card or Paypal today??  
Scan the QR code to give using a Paypal account and 
coming soon, there will be a giving kiosk with card 
reader to be able to use just a credit card.   
 
Each gift is an important part of supporting the      
mission and ministry of Zion Lutheran Church as we 
join together to participate in God’s mission in the 
world. Thank you for your generous and faithful    
giving! 
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IMPORTANT  DATES   COMING   UP   AT   ZION 

May 23     Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 5:30 pm 
 

June 4       SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS—We will move to  
   ONE service at 9:30am through September 3rd. 
June 4       Graduates recognized in worship at 9:30am. 

June 11     Pastoral Intern Sarah Gunderson final service 9:30/reception 10:30 am 

July 31      through Aug. 1, 2, 3: Vacation Bible School 9 am – 12 pm 

Aug. 1       National Night Out (evening) 

Congratulations Sarah Gunderson who graduated from Luther Seminary  
on Sunday, May 21, 2023. 

We are proud of you and blessed by your time with us.  
May God continue to bless you in the coming days and years. 

We all love you and will continue to pray for you. 
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WELCOME! 

 
We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, filthy 
rich, dirt poor, yo no habla Ingles.  We extend a special welcome to those who are  
crying newborns, skinny as a rail, or could afford to lose a few pounds. 
 
We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or if you couldn’t carry a tune in 
a wheelbarrow.  You’re welcome here if you are “just browsing,” just woke up or just 
out of jail.  We don’t care if you’re more Lutheran than the beloved Martin himself, or 
haven’t been in church since little Joey’s baptism. 
 
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to 
teenagers who are growing up too fast.  We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, 
starving artists, tree huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We  welcome 
those who are in recovery or still addicted.  We welcome you of you’re having           
poor you’re down in the dumps or if you don’t like “organized religion,” we’ve been 
there too. 
 
If you blew all your offering money at the race track, you are welcome here.  We  offer 
a special welcome to those who believe the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, 
can’t spell or because grandma is in town and wanted to go to church. 
 
 

We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both.  We extend a special welcome to 
those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid, 
or got lost in traffic and wound up here by accident. We welcome tourists, seekers, and 
doubters, bleeding hearts … and you! 
 

Adapted from “Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Community” 


