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1st Sunday in Lent 
February 26, 2023 – 10:00 AM 

* Please stand, if you are able           
 

 Prelude/Chancel Choir   “The Lord’s Prayer”            

 Announcements 

* Invocation & Confession                     pgs 94-96 

* Gathering Hymn   “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” #618 

* Greeting & Kyrie              pg 156 

* Prayer of the Day (in unison) 

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages 

within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy 

you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your 

word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

 First Reading     Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7      

 Psalm     Psalm 32  (read responsively)  

 Second Reading     Romans 5:12-19    

* Gospel Acclamation                     pg 160 

* The Holy Gospel      Matthew 4:1-11 

 Sermon     Pastor Evelyn Weston  

* Hymn of the Day    “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast…”  #517   

* Apostles’ Creed – back cover of hymnal 

* Prayers of Intercession – Merciful God… “receive our prayer”.  

 Offering/Chancel Choir  “Sanctus”   

* Offering Hymn    “Create in Me a Clean Heart”  #186       

* Offering Prayer 

* Liturgy of Holy Communion             pg 161 

* Lord’s Prayer (sung)                  pg 163 

 Communion Distribution     “Lamb of God”              pg 164 

 Communion Hymn   “When Peace Like a River”  #785    

* Post Communion Prayer  

 Blessing 

 Sending Hymn   “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”   #325 

 Sending                                                           

 Postlude 
 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE USHERS’ TABLE. 

Gluten free wafers and grape juice are available . 
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First Reading:     Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 

till it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, “You 

may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 

you eat of it you shall die.” 

 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that 

the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, 

‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said 

to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that 

is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 

die.’ ” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God 

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw 

that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 

took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, 

who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, 

and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 

together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

Psalm:     Psalm 32 
 

Second Reading:     Romans 5:12-19 
 

Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came 

through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned—

sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned 

when there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to 

Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of 

Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. 

 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died 

through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace 

of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 

abounded for the many. And the free gift is not like the effect of 

the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 

condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings 

justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised 

dominion through that one, much more surely will those who 

receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 
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exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, 

so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for 

all. For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were 

made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be 

made righteous. 
 

The Holy Gospel:     Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he 

was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the 

Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 

bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the 

pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, 

throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels 

concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that 

you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” Jesus said to him, 

“Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 

him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to 

him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 

Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship 

the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” Then the devil left him, 

and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

 

 

Financial Report 
 

 

 

 

 

Attendance: Sat – 24, Sun – 61 = 85 
 

If you cannot attend worship, please mail your offerings to: 

Bethel Lutheran Church, 333 E Ridge St, Ishpeming, MI  49849 

 

 

FYI: The AmazonSmile program ended as of February 20. 

2023 ACTUAL Prop. BUDGET % OF BUDGET 

February 19 $4,072 $4,545 90% 
 

YEAR-to-DATE 
 

 

$36,346 $36,360 100% 
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Serving Us 
Preaching Minister – Pastor Evelyn Weston 

Organist/Choir Director – Lucas Wickstrom 
 

 Acolyte:  10am - Lukas Barron 
 

 Lector:   10am – Bill Seppanen 
    

      Communion Assist: 10am – Bill Seppanen 
   

      Sunday Van Driver: Gary Thibeault 

      Sunday Coffee Servers:  Shirley & John Solomon 

 

 

February 14th Meeting:  
 

• Welcomed new council members,  

Julie Penrose and Laura Kantola. 

• Approved the use of the Van Fund monies for  

rust repair on both sides of the van. 

• Discussed the property insurance policy with Church Mutual; will continue 

to investigate potential other insurance options. 

• Reviewed and approved closing of the Bethel Youth account and Bethel 

Churchmen account. Monies from the Youth account will go into a Special 

Fund Youth account, Churchmen account will be used toward the van rust 

repair. 

• Council committee assignments were reviewed for 2023. 
 

 

Bethel is hosting a Blood Drive on Wednesday, 
March 1, from 11:00am to 3:00pm. Please call 
Laura Kantola (906-869-0970) or Linda Wommer      
(906-204-0852) for an appointment. 
Walk-ins are welcome! 

 
 

 

Bethel’s WELCA will be holding a meeting on Monday, March 27, 
at 10:30am. There will be discussion on holding a Spring event, 
distribution of monies, as well as good fellowship. All women are 
invited! 
 

The 2023 WELCA booklets for Members-at-Large are in the office. 
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PASTOR’S ARTICLE 
 In times like these, I like to contemplate the “Serenity 
Prayer.” That’s the one that goes, God, grant me the serenity to accept 
the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the 
wisdom to know the difference. 
 I first encountered that prayer in a newspaper advice 
column decades ago as a teenager. At the time the prayer didn’t 
impress me. In particular, I wanted to add a something about 
working to preserve things that should not be changed. I also 
wanted the prayer to ask for more than just courage ─ things like 
strength and resources. Of course, that would have made the 
wording a lot more awkward, but I wasn’t much of a poet, so that 
didn’t bother me. And then I quibbled about the fact that it doesn’t 
mention Jesus Christ. 
 More recently I’ve come to see wisdom in the wording of the 
Serenity Prayer as it is. Absolutely everything in this life could 
stand some change for the better. On the other hand, not 
everything is within one’s own power to change. Some things are 
only within other people’s power to change. One might urge others 
to change those things, but the choice is theirs. And then there are 
those things, like the weather or earthquakes that no one but God 
has the power to change (at least not with current technology), or a 
severe infectious disease that threatens public health, that will take 
a long time to overcome When I bump up against something I can’t 
change, there’s no sense in doing anything other than to take it as it 
is and deal with it, keeping in mind that accepting it doesn’t have 
to mean I approve of it. 
 What I can change, however, is my reaction to those 
troublesome things that I can’t change. I can choose to make the 
best of the situation. I can choose, rather than griping and 
complaining, to find the hope in what’s happening. I can choose to 
look beyond the current crisis to imagine a better future. As the old 
saying goes, when life hands me lemons, I can make lemonade. 

In Romans 8:28, Paul writes, “We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, who are called according 

to his purpose.” God can make good come from anything ─ even 
something as monstrously evil as the crucifixion of his only Son.  

(Continued on Page 12) 
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March Meetings 
 

Tuesday, March 14 – 6:30pm – Church Council  
Wednesday, March 15 – 3:30pm – Worship & Music Committee 

Thursday, March 16 – 6pm – Property Committee 
Friday, March 24 – 10am – Outreach Committee 

Monday, March 17 – 10:30am – WELCA  
 

 

   The Outreach Committee is sponsoring a 
   Fellowship Potluck Dinner on Sunday, March 26 
   at 5:00pm.  Bring a dish to pass, and come to  
   enjoy good food and fellowship. Bring a friend!  
 
 

 

Daily Devotion Readings:  February 27 – March 4 
 

Monday – Psalm 32, 1 Kings 19:1-8, Hebrews 2:10-18 
Tuesday – Psalm 32, Genesis 4:1-16, Hebrews 4:14—5:10 

Wednesday – Psalm 32, Exodus 34:1-9, 27-28, Matthew 18:10-14 
Thursday – Psalm 121, Isaiah 51:1-3, 2 Timothy 1:3-7 
Friday – Psalm 121, Micah 7:18-20, Romans 3:21-31 

Saturday – Psalm 121, Isaiah 51:4-8, Luke 7:1-10 
 

 

       Grow in Spirit, Faith and Understanding 
  There’s still time to register for Lifelong Faith Formation  
  classes this winter.  Sign up now for the online courses which 
  begin in March and April.   
  

Increasing awareness of God’s presence in your life: 
Meeting Christ in Prayer with Pastor Terry Frankenstein 

Every Thursday, 10:30 am  March 2-April 20 (8 sessions),  
register by February 16. 

  

Great reading and lively conversation: 
Introduction to Family Systems Thinking & Book Study of Friedman’s 

Fables—"Metaphors for Family Systems Thinking,"  
with Pastor Jim Duehring, Assistant to the Bishop 

Every Saturday, 10 am ET April 1-May 6 (5 sessions), register by March 11. 
  

For details and to register, visit our website.  If you have any questions, 
contact Deacon Lori Ward at lori.ward@nglsynod.org or 615-519-1969. 

 

https://nglsynod.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1660157542ed666bad1aedab2&id=ebb86f4b7a&e=1d79b90692
https://nglsynod.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1660157542ed666bad1aedab2&id=20c745233f&e=1d79b90692
mailto:lori.ward@nglsynod.org
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LENT  &  HOLY  WEEK 
 
   
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   

                              March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 
 
 
 

 

Palm/Passion Sunday – April 2 

The children will march with palm branches at the 10am service. 

 

Maundy Thursday – April 6 at 6:30pm 

Worship with Holy Communion & Stripping of the Altar 

 

Good Friday, April 7 at 6:30pm  

at Bethany Lutheran Church, Ishpeming 

 

Easter Eve and Easter Sunday 

Regular Worship Schedule  
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    Serving in 
 

 
   

Offering Tellers:  Joyce Anderson, 
Kay Tupala (5th & 26th), and Carol Holmgren (12th & 19th)   

    
      

Van Drivers 
March 5 – Duane Palomaki   

March 12 –Earl Eliason          Van Maintenance 

March 19 – Gary Thibeault   Steve Laitinen 
March 26 – Duane Palomaki 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 5 – Julie Penrose & Pam Roose 

March 12 – Mary Poirier (Volunteer welcome!) 

March 19 – Ruth Thibeault & Denise Perry 

March 26 – Marie Poutanen & Sherri Laitinen 
 

March Caller:  Mary Poirier-485-5944 
 

 

Visitors: Brad Cox, Ellen Heath, John Kettunen-Trout Creek, 

 Joseph Koob-Republic 
 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars –  

If you are a member of Thrivent Financial, you may be eligible  

to direct monies to Bethel. Go to thrivent.com/choice, or call  

1-800-847-4836. If you are already signed up, you must direct your 

Choice Dollars in March!  

 

Date 
 

Day Time Acolyte 

March 5 Sunday 10 am Marshall Knapp 

March 12 Sunday 10 am Jaks Williams 

March 19 Sunday 10 am Caden Balzarini 

March 26 Sunday 10 am Lukas Barron 
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Memorials  
 

 

 

In Memory of  Thomas Warren from Stephanie Nelson 

 and for Social Ministry from Karen Marietti and Kay Herrala  
 

In Memory of  Paul Smith  from Scott & Denise Perry 
 

In Memory of  Martin "Gabby" Tasson  from  

Warren Heikkila & Stephanie Nelson  
 

In Memory of  Julie Bjorne from:  

 Miles & Nancy Mattson   David & Linda Wommer  

 Lloyd & Gail Hooper   Ray & Barbara Yunkari 

 Ellen & Brian Heath    John & Mavis Wiitanen  

 Janice Collins   Stephanie Nelson 
 

 

Death  

 

January 15 – Heather Pizziola, service held January 23 
 

 

 

 

Radio Broadcast  
 

February 12 

In loving memory of my wife, Betty, and son, Ronald,  

from Bill Phillips.  

 

 

 

Altar Flowers  
 

January 29  

In memory of Thomas R. Warren 

From Clare Champion 
 
 

If you would like to purchase a lily for Easter,  
the deadline is March 1. 
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1 Jeremy Leppanen, Brett Talus 

2 Jayla Snell, Lisa Swiedals 

3 Ellen Balzarini, Deanna Nurmela 

4 Kian Cittadino 

5 Judy Fountain 

6 Terri Smith 

7 David Holli, Carla Perala 

8 Tonya Harsila  

9 James Nankervis 

10 Erik Helsten 

11 Jarod Anttila, Lauren Carlson, Keith Doney, Shannon Junak 

12 Matt Duhame, Kristi Korpi, Duane Korpi, Ann Kulju,  

Steve Laitinen, Bradley G. Nelson 

13 Kyle Riutta, Jacqueline Solomon 

14 Hadley Herron 

15 Kristen Mariuzza, Marilyn Phare 

16 Robert Anttila Jr, Adam Christian, Lisa Hillman, Janet Poggione 

17 Hannah Koski, Zachary Quayle 

18 Kyle Heikkila 

19 Ethan Laitinen 

20 Andrew Poirier, Tanner Thibeault 

21 Sandra (Rajala) Cittadino, Eric Lovern, Jennie Scott 

22 Michael Helsten, Stephen Kulju, Ella Poupore, Aleeah Snell 

23 Marilyn Matson 

24 Bryan Brazeau, Katrina Etelamaki, Linda Legacy,  

Cristy Williams 

25 Beau Mattson, Daniel Perry 

26 Anita Mattson, Barbara Pennala, Olivia Roberts 

27 Pam Bessolo, Marissa Snell 

28 Kathy Hakala, Avery Mariuzza, Luke Mariuzza, Josh Penrose 

29 Grace Anderson, Diane Goethe, David Uitto 

30 Caleb Waterman 

31 Bill Phillips 

 



12 
 

(Continued from Page 6) 
 

God turned that awful event into the best thing that ever happened 
to us, by raising Christ from the dead and defeating the power of 
death. Likewise, God can and will get us safely through to the other 
side of anything that comes our way, and probably in a better state 
than we were before. 
 That’s what the Resurrection is all about. No matter what 
happens, no matter what obstacles we face, no matter what things 
come our way, there is another side, a far shore and a brighter 
future, and God will carry us through to it. That’s true even if the 
troublesome thing that comes our way is death itself. 
 That’s what Psalm 23 is talking about in the verse, “Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for Thou art with me.” God doesn’t promise that there will 
be no valleys of shadows of death in this life; but that he will be 
with us through them, leading us safely to the other side. 
 The Serenity Prayer is not specifically Christian, but it’s still 
a good prayer for Christians to pray. For us who believe in Jesus 
Christ, crucified and risen from the dead, the source of our serenity 
is the blessed assurance and certain hope that something better is 
coming. 
 
Peace and blessings! 
Pastor Steve 
 

 
 

  Unfortunately, Bethel will no longer  

be subscribing to Living Lutheran 

magazine. You can subscribe on 

your own through their website, 

livinglutheran.org or email subscriptions@augsburgfortress.org. 

A few of our members who subscribe to the magazine said 

they would bring their copies to the church after reading 

them, so you can keep an eye out for them on the table in 

the hallway. If you have already turned in a payment, it will 

be returned to you.  

mailto:subscriptions@augsburgfortress.org
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Calendar for the Week 
 
Sunday, February 26  9am – Coffee Fellowship 

    9:15am – Chancel Choir 
    10am – Worship & Sunday School 
    11:15am – Bell Choir 
    6pm – Confirmation Class 
 
Monday, February 27 Pastors’ Day Off 

 
Tuesday, February 28  1pm – Rachel Circle 

 
Wednesday, March 1  10:30am – Bible Study 

    11am-3pm – Blood Drive 
    1pm – Prayer Shawls 
    5:30pm – Soup Supper 
    6:30pm – Midweek Lenten Worship 
    7:30pm – Chancel Choir 

 
Thursday, March 2  9am – Quilters          

 
Saturday March 4  5pm – Worship 
 
Sunday, March 5  9am – Coffee Fellowship 

    9:15am – Chancel Choir 
    10am – Worship & Sunday School 
    11:15am – Bell Choir 
    6pm – Confirmation Class 
 

 

Office: 906-485-5533 (9AM–1PM) – bethellutheran333@yahoo.com 
Administrative Assistant – Connie Kangas 

Pastor Steve Weston: 906-204-0256; steve.weston@ecunet.org 
Pastor Evelyn Weston: 906-204-4979; eweston@luthersem.edu 

Sunday School: Jennifer Juntunen- 
BethelishSundaySchool@gmail.com 

Organist/Chancel & Bell Choir Director:  
Lucas Wickstrom- 906-204-6800; lucas@lucas.net 

 

mailto:bethellutheran333@yahoo.com
mailto:steve.weston@ecunet.org
mailto:eweston@luthersem.edu
mailto:BethelishSundaySchool@gmail.com
mailto:lucas@lucas.net

