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Newsletter www.district10lions.org JUNE 2014 
 

 

District Governor Jerry Stephens 
 

It appears that Spring has finally sprung!  What a long, arduous winter we all endured.  But, we made 

it through, and that is the most important thing to remember now. 

I write this letter during the final month of my service as your District Governor.  I admit I am a equal 

parts sad and happy that my year of service - actually three years counting 2nd and 1st Vice-

Governor - is over.  My eyes have been opened to the many and varied clubs that are in our district, 

and to the hard work that the Lions of the Upper Peninsula perform.  My hat is off to you all! 

I want to take a paragraph to extend my personal thanks to a few people, without whom I simply 

could not have made it through the last three years.  I had many mentors, but I would like to 

especially thank the members of my Advisory Committee - Sara Doubledee, Don Myers, Gary Klop 

and Don Wojakowski.  While I am grateful to all the Committee Chairs who served this year, I 

especially wish to thank and congratulate the First-year Committee Chairs who said "Yes" when I 

asked them to serve.  District Governor-Elect Bill Rowe and 1st Vice District Governor-Elect Tom 

Lanaville were also instrumental, serving in whatever capacity I asked.  Finally, I want to thank two 

very hard-working Lions, Cabinet Secretary Joe Maki and Cabinet Treasurer Bruce LaBelle. 

There is still one month left in my year as District Governor, and there is still work to do.  For 

example, in late May I made another trip across the U.P. to visit the Baraga Township LC.  In early 

June I will travel to Germfask to visit the Germfask-Seney LC where I will have the pleasure of 

inducting several new members.  I will also visit some clubs closer to home in June to perform Officer 

Installation. 

Speaking of Officer Installation, by now your club should have held officer elections, and your Club 

Secretary should have filed the PU-101 form with Lions Clubs International (LCI).  THE FILING OF 

THIS FORM IS MANDATORY EVEN IF YOUR CLUB CARRIES OVER THE SAME SLATE OF 

OFFICERS.  Not only does the filing of this form let LCI know who your officers are, but it is the basis 

http://www.district10lions.org/
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for the creation of our district's Roster Book.  Please, please, please, file the PU-101.  It makes 

everyone's life easier, especially the incoming District Governor and the Cabinet Secretary. 

I want to close this letter, my final letter as your District Governor, by saying what a unique pleasure it 

has been to serve the clubs and Lions of our Upper Peninsula.  I admit I was apprehensive when I 

was approached to step forward and assume a leadership role.  Frankly, I was not sure I was up to 

the task.  There have been some areas where I came up a bit short, but I feel that overall I did a good 

job, and I know I gave my very best effort.  LCI puts a lot of time, effort, and money into training 

someone to be a District Governor, a job which lasts only one year.  But the real goal of LCI is not to 

train Lions to serve as a District Governor for just one year, and then become a "Permanent Dinner 

Guest."  The goal is to prepare Lions for many years of service to their districts and to the 

Association.  And so, I believe that my best days of service and leadership are yet to come.  I plan to 

serve District 10 in whatever capacity my successors deem appropriate, and I promise to continue to 

give my very best effort. 

If you have any questions of me, or anything you care to discuss, please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

Sincerely Yours In Lionism, 

Jerry Stephens 
District Governor, 2013-2014 
jstephens@lssu.edu 
906-322-0251 
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From the desk of the District Governor Elect Bill Rowe… 
 

June 5, 2014  

   

Another Lions year is coming to a close, Most of my visits have been completed for the year 

and it has been an enjoyable year.  There have been ups and downs, but by-and-large you are 

doing an outstanding job serving the people of your communities.  

   

I am looking forward to my year as District Governor.  I am sure we will continue to serve as 

we have in the past.   

   

My pet project is Bay Cliff, and I appreciate your support.  My main goal is to increase 

membership, which is nothing new.  If we all make the effort to make and keep a Lions New 

Year’s resolution to invite at least 1 person to join Lions this year I think we will have a good 

start toward positive growth.   

   

I also feel that keeping people, including our members, informed about what we do is critical.  

Keep the newspapers informed of your projects and all you do for the community.  

   

I would like to see each club take 5 minutes at every meeting to have someone provide a 

teaching moment on Lions to the rest of the members.  There is an abundance of information 

on the LCI website to help with this.  

   

We can all help to make the world a better place, but none of us can do it all alone.  We can, 

however, do great things if we work together.  Let’s work hard and have fun.  
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2014 Single District 10 Convention 

By Lois Berg & Bruce LaBelle 

 

This year’s District Convention has once again come and gone however it will not be forgotten for the friendship that we 

created and renewed. This year the District 10 Lions Convention was held in Houghton, Michigan hosted by the Chassell 

and Houghton Lions Clubs.  The entire event was held in downtown Houghton at the Magnuson Hotel Franklin Square 

Inn from April 25-27, 2014. More than more than 190 Lions and guests traveled from across Upper Peninsula of 

Michigan representing the District’s 59 clubs. 

 

Despite the snow and rain, many Lions began the Convention early by arriving on Thursday, the day before the 

Convention formally started so that they could relax before all the activities began.  It was a fun-filled weekend of events 

that enhanced your relationship with your fellow Lions and provide the opportunity to strengthen our continued 

commitment to Lionism in our community. 

For those Lions arriving on Thursday there were two presentations on Leader Dog for the Blind. PDG Gary Klop of 

Pickford Lions and Allegiance (Puppy) made a presentation on Leader Dog puppy raising at the Houghton Elementary 

school with about 300 students in attendance.  Lion Gretchen Preston of Marquette also talked about getting lost in her 

backyard. When she received her Seeing Eye dog Floyd at Rochester, she got her independence back with the GPS and 

the Leader Dog. 

The Copper Country Lions Clubs worked with their local police departments to collect unused drugs on Friday, April 25 

from 9:00 AM –noon at four separate locations in Houghton, Lake Linden, Calumet and the Keweenaw. They also 

collected unused drugs at the 'Mix & Meet' Registration Table at Magnuson Hotel, Houghton from 5 – 7 PM. This was 

part of the Lions Clubs International “Protecting Our Environment” Global Service Action Campaign and one of many 

projects that kick-started the UP Lions 2014 Convention. TV10 was on-site and covered the event. See related article. 
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LEO CLUB VISIT 

On Friday afternoon, the Leo Club from Bark River-Harris spoke to the Chassell Service Projects class as part of the Lions 

Convention Outreach program.  The students were Kaily Kleiman, Kayton Gagnon and Tayler Aderman and the advisors 

were Judy Davis and Gary Aderman.  

 

Picture: The Chassell Service Projects Class from left to right in front: Hannah Tuomi, Audrey Lehtola, Stephanie Verville, 

and Rebecca Dorvinen.  From left to right in back: Mark Ware, teacher; Emma Hyppio, Morgan Salmi, Jake Holmes, Julia 

Piela, Alexis Erickson, Sarah Guidotti, teacher; and John Mackrain, incoming Chassell Lions President.    For one of their 

community projects, these Chassell students printed, folded, and stapled 250 SD 10 Lions 2014 Convention booklets.  

They also printed and folded the programs for the Awards Luncheon, The Governor's Banquet, and the Necrology 

Service.        

While much of the weekend’s agenda was made up of business meetings, officer elections and program reviews, there 

was plenty of time for celebration during the event for old friends to re-connect and new ones to become acquainted 

with. 

4th Cabinet Meeting 

The annual event officially began on Friday afternoon with the members of the Cabinet assembling to conduct the 4th 

Cabinet Meeting of the year. The Cabinet meeting progressed smoothly and efficiently with a majority of the Zone 

Chairpersons and the forty-two District Committees making their quarterly reports and recommendations to the 

Cabinet. The members of the cabinet discussed both the new and old businesses as well as the future of the District. 

One of the new business items discussed and approved was a new District website (www.distric10lions.org) that Dayna 

King and Cabinet Treasurer Bruce LaBelle have been working on with Paul Mencinger, the website designer and host. 

The fines collected during the Cabinet meeting were donated to the Leader Dogs Kennel Renovation project that PDG 

Gary Klop and Gretchen Preston talked about while giving their report. Three Members of the Bark River-Harris Leo Club 

also attended the Cabinet meeting to see how the District functions. The official minutes of the meeting can be viewed 

on the District 10 Lions website. 

  

http://www.distric10lions.org/
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Mix and Meet 

The Mix and Meet started at 5 pm Friday evening at the Shelden Grill in downtown Houghton. The tall windows allowed 

a spectacular view of the Portage Canal, that separates the Keweenaw Peninsula from the mainland and the Portage 

Lake Lift Bridge, the worlds heaviest and widest double level bridge of its kind. The still snowy Mt. Ripley ski hill could 

also be seen. While munching on appetizers, approximately 175 conventioneers bid on silent auction items and visited 

the many displays set up around the room.  These included Michigan Eye Bank, the Omega House, Lions of Michigan 

Foundation, Peace Poster, Leader Dogs for The Blind, Teaching Family Homes, and Project KidSight. There was also a 

table for trading and buying pins.  

At 6:30 there was a Pasta Buffet with Italian Chicken. Throughout the meal people visited, continued their bidding on 

silent auction items, purchased $598 worth of 50/50 tickets, and listened to old classics played by a local band, “The 

Backroom Boys.” A few people even danced.  

 “The Price is Right,” was played when District Governor Jerry Stephens challenged everyone to guess how many miles 

he had logged in the last three years as he visited Lions Clubs and functions across the UP. He agreed to match the 

dollars taken in and the winner got to choose the charity. Each guess cost $1.  Jim Whalen from Newberry Lions Club 

was closest to the actual number: 23,731 miles. $76 was earned from guesses and DG Jerry matched with $80 for a total 

of $156. Lion Jim donated the money to Teaching Family Homes to go towards a new basketball court they are looking 

to build.   

Seventeen items were sold during a live auction. These were items collected by the Chassell, Houghton, Calumet and 

Lake Linden Lions Clubs.  Chassell Lion, Dan Crane, was the emcee for the evening and Lion Steve Palosaari was the 

auctioneer.  The live auction started with the sales of two trays of Michigan Lions Pins, donated by International 

Director, Esther LaMonthe.  The pins were collected and displayed by her late husband, Roger. A total of $215 was raised 

and donated to Bay Cliff in his memory.  

Another fun auction item was a cute little stuffed leader dog puppy. The winner took home the puppy for a year, will 

name it, then document its journey with pictures and a journal. It will be brought back to next year’s convention and 

auctioned again. When this auction stalled at $200, Lion Gary Klop said, “For $100 I agree not to talk at all on Saturday.”  

The Bark River Lions jumped at the chance and bid $500! Then they gave the puppy back for auction again and raised 

another $200.  A total of $700 went to the Leader Dogs for the Blind Capital Campaign.  Gary did quite well keeping his 

side of the bargain.  

The evening was a social success and a great money making event for Lions Charities. Thanks to the marvelous 

generosity of gift donors and bidders, $3939 was raised. Thank you!!! 

After a night of dancing and socializing many of the Lions took their leave only to venture into the official Hospitality 

Room hosted by the Bark River and Gwinn Lions Clubs for further socialization into the early hours of the morning.  It 

was reported that the certain members stayed until after 4 AM. 

 

 

Picture:  Lion Larry Bortolini, from Crystal Falls Lions, purchased 3 sets of Lions Pins on the Silent Auction and regifted 

them to the Leo Club. “I know how hard it is to raise funds,” said Bortolini, ”so I’d like to pass these on to you for future 

fundraising.”   
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General Session 

On Saturday morning, the Lions delegates gathered to attend the General Business Session Meeting. The meeting was 

called to order by District Governor Jerry Stephens. Following the Pledge of Allegiance and invocation, dignitaries and 

guests were introduced. Lion Lois Berg gave the Preliminary report of the Credentials Committee indicated that there 

were 65 delegates and 13 Past District Governors present.  There were 186 registered attendees at this year’s 

Convention. Lion Bill Munsell then read the Rules Committee Report in which it stated how the meeting will be 

conducted in regards to the “Order of Business”, “Parliamentary Procedure”, Resolutions and so forth. 

Cabinet Treasurer Bruce LaBelle gave a detailed financial report of the District finances which was reviewed, approved 

and placed on file. The proposed 2014-15 budget and the International, State and District dues structure were also 

reviewed and approved. The 12-page financial report can be viewed on the Single District 10 website at www. 

district10lions.org. The official Convention Report is also posted on the website for review. 

PDG Bill Whippen, chairman of the Bylaws Committee gave the By-Laws report. He reported that there were no 

amendments to the By-Laws this year. 

There were 15 District Chairs (committees) that requested permission to present their reports or presentations to the 

full membership during the Business session.  The first presentation was given by Ray Weglarz, Development Director of 

Omega House.   Omega House is a seven bed Hospice care facility located in Houghton.   The Lions of SD 10 donated 

$25,000.00 to Omega House in 2012-13.  LCI matched this amount, bringing the total donated amount last year to 

$50,000.00.   Mr. Weglarz thanked the Lions and encouraged continued support of Omega House and their programs. 

PDG Gary Klop reported on the many fundraisers attended for Leader Dog this past year as the SD10 Leader Dog 

Chairman and Leader Dog puppy raiser. He reported that Club donations through April of 2014 have totaled $19,310.12.  

Mike Dengate of Leader Dog will be giving a presentation during a break out session on the new Kennel Project, which 

will provide a new, state of the art kennel. The current Kennels are old and need to be rejuvenated to benefit more 

puppies making it as Leader Dogs.  PDG Klop encouraged all to attend this presentation. Gary also would like District 10 

to adopt this project and get Single District 10 Lions on a plaque on the Kennels at the facility in Rochester. He 

announced that thanks to Lion Dave and Paula Bardley from Drummond Island that Michigan prisons are now raising 

puppies for Leader Dog. They currently have 9 puppies and the Baraga prison has an additional 4 puppies being trained. 

PDG Doubledee , GLT Chair, reported on the major change which took place this year is that the CEP program is now 

offered online as the regular program, called  CEP Pro.  The difference is that a club member facilitates the regular 

program while the Pro Program provides the club with a facilitator to guide the club leaders through the program.  The 

major responsibility for the program has shifted to District Zone Chairs who are to guide their clubs through the process.  

However, there has been a low interest in the program from the District 10 Lions Clubs. This program can help make 

your club a better club. If you are interested in the program or like to hear more about the program, please contact your 

Zone chairman or the District Governor. They will make sure that a presentation is made to your Lions Club. 

Lions of Michigan Service Foundation Trustee Duane Goltz reported that the LMSF has once again partnered with the 

Michigan Eye Bank on the fundraising cruise in January, 2015.  Raffle tickets are currently being sold in the amount of 

$10.00 for the chance to win a cruise.  All proceeds will be split 50/50 between these two organizations. The cruise is a 7 

night Western Caribbean Cruise sailing from Tampa, Florida. The port of calls will by Roatan, Honduras; Belize City, 

Belize; Cozumel, Mexico and Puerto Costa Maya, Mexico. For more information, visit the District 10 website 

district10lions.org. 

http://www.jwwmedia.net/media/lions10/events/2015cruise.pdf
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LCIF Chairman Joe Baczkowski reported on the LCIF Measles Initiative, One Shot, One Life.  Donations received during 

World Immunization Week (April) will be matched up to $500,000.00 by a generous gift from the Oswal Family, of India.  

In addition, all donations are again matched by the Gates Foundation.  All Lions and Clubs are encouraged to make 

donations to this very worthwhile cause.  Every dollar raised will help to protect the lives of children around the world, 

and help to alleviate the devastating effects of measles and rubella.  

Lion Bill Munsell reported that the Midwest Eye Bank has received great support from the Lions of SD 10.  There will be a 

fundraising cruise in partnership with the Lions of Michigan Foundation, January 31-February 7, 2015.  Cost of the cruise 

ranges from $545.00/person to $1,095.00/person and will set sail from Tampa for a 7-night Western Caribbean cruise.  

Twenty-five dollars per person is donated to the Midwest Eye-Bank.  Raffle tickets are currently being sold for your 

chance to win a free cruise. 

PDG George Kelly made his report on Northwood’s Air Lifeline. George reported that over 70 Air Lifeline missions were 

completed in the district this year.  This is a free service to those in need, and the cost for a flight is approximately 

$2,000.00.  The fund currently has $50,000.00 in reserve for inspections that are required by government, maintenance, 

etc.  There are three part-time pilots and a 24/7 dispatcher.  George asked that you please consider asking your club to 

budget funds for this worthwhile program. 

PDG Jenny Ware reported that the Lions of Michigan All State Band will attend the Lions Club International Convention 

in Toronto, Ontario, Canada in July.  The District has three participating members this year from Escanaba and Gladstone 

High School.  She thanked the following Lions Clubs for their support towards the administrative and student costs of the 

band this year:  Bessemer, Gwinn, Calumet, Iron Mountain-Kingsford, Daggett and Negaunee. Additionally, PDG Ware 

informed the assembly of her decision to step down as Chairperson of the All State Band after serving the past 14 years, 

to take on other duties within the District.   

Project Kidsight Chair PDG Jenny Ware informed the delegation that a third SPOT Digital Screener, approved at last 

year’s Convention, has helped greatly in the screenings provided throughout the year.  To date, 937 screenings have 

been recorded, resulting in 84 referrals.  We have also received a record number of evaluations from the eye doctors 

completing the exams.  Three 3-year-olds and one 12-year old were recommended for and received eyeglasses. 

Bay Cliff Health Camp Chair  Lion Kris Rowe related that an upcoming fundraiser will be held at the Rapid River Club 

House on July 19 and will feature auction items, dinner, and a keynote address by Bay Cliff CEO Tim Bennett.  This 

annual fundraising event has helped raised over $89,000.00 for this very worthwhile project! 

IPDG Ruth Snyder, Environmental chair reported that a collection drive was held to collect and dispose of properly, 

unused drugs throughout the District.  Sixty pounds of unused drugs have been collected to date, and will be properly 

disposed of so as not to contaminate our soil and water systems. The collection is for pills only, no liquids, and includes 

any unused prescription drugs or any expired, over-the-counter medications, as well.   

Hearing & Speech Co-Chair Tracy Movalson talked about how Hearing aids are free of charge to those with low income 

status.  The usual cost of an exam/fitting can range from $75.00 to $100.00.  Twenty-two hearing aids were provided 

this past year.  Restricted funds will be shared with the 7 Intermediate School Districts, and we will disperse 

approximately $2,800.00 this school year. 

The Technology Chairs Bruce LaBelle, Dayna King and Paul Mencinger reported that the Lions Single District 10 Website 

update has been launched and is now active.  They ask that the membership take time to visit and explore the positive 
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changes and additions at www.district10lions.org.  Refer to the website for quick and easy access for up-to-date 

activities around the District. They also informed the delegation that they will be having a breakout session following the 

Awards Luncheon on the District Website and encourage everyone to attend to see the changes to the new website and 

how the website can help your individual Lions Club promote their fund raising events. 

Lion Mike Kobasic reported on the Lions Mints sales and distribution. He additionally informed the membership that the 

LCI publication, LIONS Magazine, featured a report on our mints.  Single District 10 receives 5% of the profit from mint 

sales, and this money goes into the restricted account.  With the publicity received from the magazine article, we expect 

a substantial increase in sales this year. 

PDG Jim DeCremer gave his report on the Student Scholarship Fund. The Fund continues to grow, thanks to the 
generosity of Lions and Clubs throughout SD 10.    Twenty Clubs out of 59 Clubs have made contributions since May 1, 
2013. 

 
PDG Bill Whippen gave the Nominations & Elections Report in which he stated that there were three offices to fill by 

written ballot, along with the election of a Trustee for the Lions of Michigan Foundation for a two-year term. The 

candidates were: For District Governor, William Rowe from Gwinn Lions Club; for 1st VDG, Tom Lanaville from the Bark 

River Lions Club; for 2nd VDG, two candidates Judie Goltz from Pickford Lions Club and Matt Doney of the Vulcan-

Norway-Loretto. For the 2-year position as Trustee of the Michigan Lions Foundation, there was one candidate, Tom 

Lanaville from the Bark River Lions Club. The call for nominations from the floor was repeated three times, and there 

were no additional nominations from the floor. 

While the votes were being tabulated, bids for the future conventions were presented and approved.  The 2016 

Convention will be hosted by the Delta Menominee “Heart of the North” Lions Club at the Island Resort and Casino in 

Harris, Michigan. The 2017 District Convention will be hosted by the Stephenson Area Lions Clubs and the 2019 by the 

Marquette Lions Club. Next year’s District 10 Loins Convention will be hosted by the Sault Sainte Marie Lions Club and 

will be hosted on the Lake Superior State University (LSSU). Hotel accommodations will be provided by the Kewadin 

Casino & Resort and Holiday Inn Express.   

PDG Bill Whippen announced the elections results after the ballots were certified and counted. William Rowe was 

elected District Governor for 2014-2015, Tom Lanaville was elected 1st Vice District Governor, and Matt Doney was 

elected 2nd Vice District Governor. Tom Lanaville was elected to a 2-year term as Trustee for the Lions of Michigan 

Foundation. A motion was made and approved to destroy the ballots. 

Past International Director (PID) Brian Sheehan, Convention Keynote Speaker briefly addressed the Cabinet prior to the 

Cabinet adjourning. 

With all of the District business matters being concluded, a motion was made to adjourn the Business session so the 

membership could visit the many displays and Hospitality Room prior to the Awards Luncheon. The Tail Twister fines 

from the Business Meeting in the amount of $324.00 were donated to the Omega House. 
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Awards Luncheon 

Chassell Lions Club President, Pam Hiltunen, emceed The Awards Luncheon that was held at noon on Saturday. Dressed 

in military uniforms, The ROTC Detachment from Houghton and Hancock High Schools marched into the Shelden Grill 

Ballroom and presented the flags.  Incoming Chassell President, John Mackrain, led the audience in The Pledge of 

Allegiance and the singing of “My Country Tis of Thee.”  Joanne Kuntze, wife of Chassell Lion Walt Kuntze, who has been 

a member for more than 50 years, said a moving invocation.  And keeping up tradition, Past District Governor, George 

Kelly, led the group in a rousing rendition of “Lions Feeling.”   

 In her welcoming remarks, Lion Pam asked attendees to remember the solemn oath  we took when we became Lions:  

To abide by the constitution and bylaws of the club; To attend meetings regularly; To support and further the interests 

of the (Lions) club in all its undertakings; To contribute my fair share towards the financial support of the club; I further 

declare that I will assist in maintaining, building, and strengthening the membership of the club; that I will help the club 

by actively serving on committees and in other capacities where my efforts are needed; and finally, that I will develop in 

myself, those qualities of cheerfulness, service and loyalty, which should characterize a Lions club member at all times.” 

Following a delicious Panini and soup buffet, Lion Gretchen Preston, from Marquette Lions club, introduced her Leader 

Dog Floyd, and gave an inspiring talk about training with him for 26 days on the Leader Dog for The Blind campus, in 

Rochester Hills, MI. Gretchen showed the audience her Trekker Breeze, a GPS unit for the blind, and her white cane, that 

she affectionately calls Michael, and then demonstrated how these tools help her navigate the world.  “With Floyd to 

guide me around obstacles and the GPS unit to keep me oriented, I am invincible!” Preston said. To underscore that 

thought, she and Floyd had just come from an airplane trip to Portland, Oregon….by themselves.   

The newest technology available to the visually impaired is the GPS device.  Voice activated, the GPS system will tell a 

person where they are currently located, what is in the vicinity, and how to get there. Lion Gretchen expressed how 

liberating it is to have such a valuable device to assist in her daily living and thanked the Lions for their continued 

financial support of Leader Dog.  Governor Jerry Stephens stepped in to assist in a lesson on etiquette for a “sighted 

guides” and cane travel was demonstrated.   

District Governor Jerry Stephens was next on the program. He recognized a number of individuals and presented a 

number of awards. He presented the 100% Secretary Award to 36 of the 59 Lions Clubs. Those that received the 100% 

Secretary Award included Tom Lanaville (Bark River), Sue Wright (Bessemer), Debra Parker (Calumet), Tina Koski 

(Champion), PDG Robert St. Pater (Dafter), Edward Clark (Drummond Island), Tom Sabor (Escanaba), Joseph Maki 

(Gladstone), Peggy Lindeman (Gwinn), Corinne Hauring (Houghton), Samantha Riedel (Iron Mountain-Kingsford), PDG 

Knut Strom (Ishpeming), Frank Carlton (Keweenaw), Ben Leiker (Lake Linden Hubbell), Elizabeth Denoyer (Les 

Cheneaux), Mark McCune (Manistique), Robert Beaker (Manistique Lakes), Joseph Baczkowski (Marquette), Dean 

Juntunen (Mountain), PDG Ruth Snyder (Munising), Dale Schneider (Perkins), Richard Morrison (Pickford), Richard Malak 

(Powers-Spalding), Lido Paoli (Range), Linda Winling (Rapid River), Steve Nesbitt (Republic), Kathleen Stams (Rock), Gary 

Davis (Rudyard), Donald Myers (Sault Ste Marie), Mike Wilkins (St. Ignace), James Svinicki (Stephenson), Leo Rich (Sugar 

Island), Carlotta Wojtyniak (Trenary), David Kauranen (Tri Town), Laura Lee Doney (Vulcan-Norway-Loretto), Rick 

Rudden (Wells). 
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Governor Stephens honored many deserving Lions with awards and 

certificates.  Among those awarded was PDG George Kelly (Manistique 

Lakes LC) who was given the Governor’s Honorary “Song Master” 

Award. Lion George has been leading the District 10 Lions in song for 

many years. In fact no-one can remember anyone else ever holding this 

position. Thanks George for all the years of Service to our District. 

 

 

 

Connors (Crystal Falls LC) presented Mike Dengate of Leader Dog for the Blind with a "Braille" wrist-watch.  Mike was 

encouraged to use the watch in whatever way he deemed best to assist Leader Dogs. 

PDG Sara Doubledee was honored for her service as Global Leadership Team (GLT) Chair. DG Jerry Stephens presented 

Sara with two gifts to show his appreciation for all that she has done. The first was sort of a gag gift; she received a book 

on Portuguese Phrases for Dummies. She also received a beautiful framed picture of artwork. 

Lion David Bardsley (Drummond Island LC) received a Special Recognitions Certificate for his service to Leader Dog and 

for being Instrumental in expanding the Puppy Raising Program into the into the Kinross Correctional Facility. 

Lion Al LeMaire (Newberry LC) received a Special Recognitions Certificate for his long time work on Trading Pin 

Committee. 

Lion Elmer Moisio (Marquette LC) was given a box of Sayklly's 

Chocolates and Governor’s Appreciation Award for assisting 

his Zone to undertake a collegial Media Program to raise 

awareness of Lions Clubs and Membership Recruitment.                                                 
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Lion Judy Racette (Delta-Menominee County LC) received 

a box of Sayklly's Chocolates and a Governor’s 

Appreciation Award for her Leadership role in our District 

by assuming chairmanship of the Student Scholarship 

Committee. 

 

Lions Tracy Movalson (St. Ignace LC) received a box of 

Sayklly's Chocolates and a LCI Certificate of Achievement 

in recognition of outstanding District Leadership in 

furthering the program of Hearing Preservation, 

Awareness and Action. 
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PDG Ruth Snyder (Munising LC) received a box 

of Sayklly's Chocolates and a LCI Certificate of 

Accomplishment in appreciation of 

distinguished service as he District 10 

Environment Chairperson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion Jim Svinicki (Stephenson LC) received a box of Sayklly's 

Chocolates and a LCI Certificate of Achievement in 

recognition of outstanding District Leadership in furthering 

the program of Diabetes Awareness and Action. 

Lion Carolyn St. Juliana (Delta-Menominee County LC) 

received a box of Sayklly's Chocolates and a LCI Certificate of 

Achievement in recognition of outstanding District 

Leadership in furthering the program of Diabetes Awareness 

and Action. 

The Delta-Menominee County “Heart of the North” Lions 

Club received the LCI New Horizons Award in Diabetes Education as the outstanding Club in the District for dedicated 

service in promoting diabetes Education, Prevention and Control. 

Lion Maxine Holochwost and Lion Judy Davis (Delta-Menominee County LC) both received a box of Sayklly's Chocolates 

and the LCI Achievement Award as the District Leo Club Chairperson for dedicated service in fulfilling the roles of 

Educator, Motivator, Counselor, Liaison and Humanitarian as Leo Club Advisor. 

Lion Gary Aderman and Lion Tim Holochwost (Bark River 

LC) both received a box of Sayklly's Chocolates and the LCI 

Achievement Award as the District Leo Club Chairperson for 

dedicated service in fulfilling the roles of Educator, 

Motivator, Counselor, Liaison and Humanitarian as Leo Club 

Advisor. 
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DG Jerry Stephens presented a special gift to PDG Don 

Myers for his many years of service to the District and 

for his work as the chairman of the District Global 

Membership Team (GMT). DG Stephens gave Don a 

framed picture. 

Lion Gretchen Preston (Marquette LC) presented a 

check for $1060.00 to Mike Dengate of Leader Dog on 

behalf of the Marquette Lions Club. (Insert picture 

#3163) 

At the Awards Luncheon, Leader Dog Puppy Raiser, 

Gary Klop, asked SD10 2014 Convention goers and 

their Lions Clubs to raise $7,500 for the Leader Dog for The Blind Capital Campaign.  This amount will allow the UP Lions 

to have a naming opportunity on one of the proposed new kennels that will be built on the Rochester Hills campus. The 

crowd heartily agreed.  So folks, now is the time to send your personal checks or your Lions Club donation to:  

Gary Klop,  719 West M80 , Sault Ste Marie, 49783-8530  or 

Leader Dog for the Blind, 1039 S. Rochester Rd., Rochester Hills, MI 48308-5000.    

Please specify that your donation is for the SD 10 LDB Kennel campaign.  

Proposed name for the kennel is:  SD 10 Lions “Yooperland”  

 

Pictured:  Samples of a current kennel, 4’x4’, with 4 walls allowing one dog to see out in into the back of the kennel in 

front of him and up towards the ceiling.   The new kennel suites will be a more spacious 5’x 8’x 6’  and able to house two 

dogs, ensuring ample stimulation. 
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Breakout Sessions 

The afternoon was filled with workshops and breakout sessions including officer training and presentations of various 

International, State and District Projects. The eleven workshops that were presented included the Club President 

Orientation by 2nd VDG Tom Lanaville, Club Secretary Orientation by Cabinet Secretary Joe Maki, Club Treasurer 

Orientation by Cabinet Treasurer Bruce LaBelle and the Zone Chairperson Training was conducted by 1st VDG Bill Rowe. 

PDG Don Myers conducted a breakout session on Membership. 

Presentations were given on Northwood’s Air Lifeline conducted by Theresa Louys and Karen Stroobants, a Leo Club 

Presentation by Leo Kayton Gagnon and Leo Kaily Kleiman, Environmental Program by PDG Ruth Snyder, Leader Dog by 

PDG Gary Klop and Gretchen Preston, Project KidSight Training by PDG Jenny Ware and District 10 Website Orientation 

by Treasurer Bruce LaBelle, Paul Mencinger and Dayna King. 

Lions who did not attend either one of the Presentation or one of the workshops either went to one of the many local 

establishments or the “Hospitality” Room for further socialization. 

Governor’s Banquet 

Saturday evening was an elegant affair in the ballroom of the Shelden Grill and began with a receiving line with District 

Governor, Jerry Stephens, his lovely wife Kimberly, and Past International Director Brian Sheehan.  The Past District 

Governors were dressed in white dinner jackets and the others who assembled wore their Sunday best. The tables were 

covered with white tablecloths and candles were lit in the colorful centerpieces.  After Houghton Lion and emcee for the 

evening, Gary Tungstall welcomed everyone, there was a grand procession with the Lions clubs banners.  Michele Miller 

from the Houghton Lions introduced each club.  Lion Gary then led the Pledge of Allegiance and asked for blessings for 

the food. Past District Governor George Kelly, Honorable Song Master, asked the audience to sing “Home On The 

Range,” a long standing Convention tradition, and finished with “God Bless America.”   Introductions of the head table 

were made by Lion Gary; his wife Kim; First Vice District Governor Elect Tom Lanaville and his wife Jane; District 

Governor Elect Bill Rowe and his wife Lee; District Governor Jerry Stephens and his wife Kimberly; and Past International 

Director Brian Sheehan.  

Following the introductions there was a buffet dinner of Roast Beef and freshly caught Lake Superior Lake Trout. (It was 

the first catch of the season and delicious).  Dessert was a Copper Country specialty, strawberry shortcake. The 

mouthwatering puree was made from frozen strawberries picked last summer in Chassell, “The Strawberry Capital,” 

while the fresh berries came from California.   
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MD 11 District Governors 

 

DG Jerry took the mic after dinner and introduced honored guests from outside of District 10. They were: Wendy Burns 

– Executive Director, Lions of Michigan (Jackson Lions club); Wesley Wagester – DG 11-D2 (Almont Lions Club) 

accompanied by his wife Kathy; Tim Anderson – DG 11-E1 (Cadillac Lions Club) accompanied by his wife Christina; Paul 

Hemeryck – DG 11-A2 Lions Club); Gus Malmberg – DG 11-E2 (Rogers city Lions Club) accompanied by his wife Mary; 

Robert Chabie – Michigan Eye Bank, Marquette Office; Mike Dengate – Lions Regional Representative for Leader Dogs 

for the Blind accompanied by his wife Judy.  

DG Jerry then presented Past International Director, Brian Sheehan.  PID Sheehan used a hilarious power point 

production to underscore his passionate, energetic, spirit lifting talk. Some highlights:  *He lives in the state of 10,000 

lakes, but the county in which he lives has no water, not even a creek or a pond, yet his town is called Bird Island, MN. * 

Members join Lions for a reason, but they also quit for a reason. One Lion who became seriously ill, was hospitalized for 

a quite a long time and not one Lion from his club called or visited him. When he got better, he quit the Lions. Are we 

caring about our fellow members? * Don’t be afraid of change. Try new things. Change your officers, change your 

fundraisers, add new things to your club, drop things that don’t work.* When asked to take on an office in your club, or 

district, ignore your excuses and just do it.*Instead of having a good day, take charge of your life and make a good day.  

*The last video showed a flock of penguins flying across a lovely landscape. It took a while to realize what was wrong 
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with the scene—penguins don’t fly. But they do, said PID Sheehan. They fly in their dreams. We must all be willing to 

dream big.  

After a standing ovation PID Sheehan and DG Jerry Stephens gave out many awards to recognize SD 10 Lions who have 

done outstanding work for our District. The first two awards to be awarded are the District Highest award, the SD10 

Ralph M. Sheehan Award and the SD10 Distinguished Service Award. 

This year the recipient of the SD10 Distinguished Service Award was awarded to an individual that has worn many hats 

in the District over the past ten years. The award was presented to PDG Gary Klop of the Pickford Lions. Gary serves the 

“Leader Dog for the Blind” school by volunteering as a Puppy Raiser and is currently raising his 5th puppy; he is District 

Chairman of the Leader Dog Committee and travels across the UP to provide educational programs for Lions Clubs and 

schools;  and he was the "former" Chair of the Lions Youth Exchange Committee. He and his family have hosted multiple 

exchange students.  

 

Tom Wells receiving the Ralph Sheehan Award from IPDG Jim Wash 

The Single District 10 highest award, the Ralph M. Sheehan Award was awarded to an individual that was not at this 

year’s convention. This year’s recipient was Lion Tom Wells of the Powers-Spalding Lions Club. PDG Don Wojokowski 

and PDG James Wash will present the award to Lion Tom at the Powers-Spalding Lions Clubhouse on June 16th during 

their Clubs General Membership Meeting. 
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Lion Dayna King (Delta-Menominee LC) received the International President’s Certificate of Appreciation in recognition 

of Distinguished Achievements in Fulfilling the Mission of Lions Clubs International. Dayna co-chairs the Information 

Technology Committee with Lion Bruce LaBelle (Bark River LC) and is willing to assume increasing responsibilities. This 

year they searched and found a new provider to redesign and host the new state of the art District Web-Site. 

1st VDG Bill Rowe (Gwinn LC) received the International President’s Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of 

Distinguished Achievements in Fulfilling the Mission of Lions Clubs International.  Bill works tirelessly in support of Bay 

Cliff Health Camp. DG Stephens writes,  ”Lion Bill has helped me with every issue we faced, with every question I asked, 

and with every project I asked him to work on.”  

PDG Don Wojakowski (Stephenson LC) received the International President’s Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of 

Distinguished Achievements in Fulfilling the Mission of Lions Clubs International. Don is a Certified Guiding Lion and 

helps keep Lions Clubs on the right path. He has also been a mentor to many past district governors in our district.  
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Lion Bruce LaBelle (Bark River LC) received the International President’s Leadership Medal. Lion Bruce has served our 

district at the Cabinet level for many years, as Magazine Editor, Certified Guiding Lion, elected Board Member of the 

Lions of Michigan Service Foundation, and currently as Cabinet Treasurer and Zone Chair. Lion Bruce provides training 

sessions at our district conventions, and is a resource for questions/answers for many LCI-related issues. 

PCC Jenny Ware (Brampton Township - Day River Area LC) received the International President’s Medal. PCC Jenny has 

enthusiastically served as a faculty member at Higgins Lake Regional Lions Leadership Institute for 5 years; served as 

District Chair of the Project KidSight Committee for 14 years, and District Chair of Michigan All State Band Committee for 

14 years.  

PID Sheehan also recognized many for their service, including Lion Lois Berg (Chassell LC) for her excellent work on 

organizing the convention, Lion Bruce LaBelle (Bark River LC) for his outstanding job as Treasurer, Lion Dayna King 

(Delta-Menominee LC) & Lion Bruce LaBelle (Bark River LC) for the SD 10 Website.   
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PID Sheehan gave a friendship banner to District Governor Jerry Stephens (Sault Sainte Marie LC), District Governor Elect 

Bill Rowe (Gwinn LC), 1st VDG Elect Tom Lanaville (Bark River LC), 2nd VDG Elect Matt Doney (Vulcan-Norway-Loretto LC), 

and Judy Goltz (Pickford LC) of District 10. DG Tim Anderson MD11E1 and DG Wes Wagester MD11D2 also received the 

Friendship banner. 

PID Sheehan also gave out his penguin birds to a number of people. State Secretary Wendy Burns, State 

Treasurer Paul Hemeryck, Lion Bruce LaBelle (Bark River LC), Lion Lois Berg (Chassell LC) all received 

them. The birds were a part of his presentation that he did during the Awards Luncheon. (insert picture) 

 

 

 

A thank-you gift was presented to PID Brian Sheehan and a donation will be made in his honor to LCIF. 

A donation will be made to Bay Cliff, in honor of Governor Jerry Stephens’ tireless work this past year.   

In closing, Governor Stephens thanked his wife Kimberly, his family, who came from as far away as Sandusky, Ohio, to be 

here this weekend, and to the many Lions in Single District 10 who volunteered, served, mentored and made his year as 

Governor a memorable one. 
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Necrology Service 

On Sunday morning, Bagpiper Barry Tippett, dressed in distinguished regalia, opened the service with “Amazing Grace” 

and then played “Lt. Col. J.N. Stistead's Farewell to the 1st Battalion Royal Scots Guards, "  as he marched from the 

room.  PDG Don Myers welcomed Lions and guests and after everyone sang “America The Beautiful,” he gave his 

message titled, “The Old Barn.”  

To honor and remember those SD 10 Lions who passed away in 2013-2014, Lions, family members and friends lit candles 

for each person and placed them together on a large candle holder at the center of the room. The Honor Roll is:  

Roxanne Cartwright……………………… Delta-Menominee  

Robert Beckman……………………….…. Drummond Island 

Loren Potter…………………………….….. Bark River 

Deborah Hoefferle……………………..… Ottawa 

Robert “Buffalo” Spears………………. Ottawa 

Rev. Forrest A. Rank…………………….. Manistique Lakes 

William A. Schmidt, Jr. ………………… Manistique Lakes 

Lloyd Short…………………………………… Lake Linden-Hubble 

Roger Cornith.…………………………….. Gwinn 

Bill Mathoes………………………………… Escanaba 

Leo Rojek…………………………………….           Crystal Falls 

Tom Williams…………………………..…            Crystal Falls 

Cal Bauer……………………………………             Crystal Falls  

Traditionally, small evergreen trees are given to the families of the deceased but due to the long hard winter in the 

Copper Country, no trees were available so hardy English Primrose perennials were substituted.  To conclude the Service 

PDG Jack Holzworth tolled the Bell as PDG Charles Lundmark snuffed out each candle. PDG Don Myers recited the poem, 

“The Clock of Life,” followed by the Halverson Benediction.  Echoing taps were played by Chassell Lions with recordings 

on loan from Chassell and South Range VFW’s.   

A hearty brunch of ham, Pannikaku, potatoes, sausage links, scrambled eggs, strawberries, coffee, and juice was served.  

The youngest at each table won the centerpieces made by Chassell Lion Judy Rupley; the live floral bouquets on the 

head table were given to the wives of the District Governor and District Governor Elect, and a third one was given to the 

youngest woman at the table, Laura Doney, wife of the 2nd Vice District Governor elect. After more than 40 door prizes 

were handed out, District Governor Jerry Stephens invited everyone to next year’s convention to be held in Sault Ste. 

Marie, in April, 2015.  Then the Snaggletooth traveling trophy was awarded to the club with the most delegates 

attending plus miles traveled. This year the Bark River Lions Club won the honor to host Snaggletooth until next year’s 

convention unless 5 members of a Lions Club visits the Bark River Lion Club and announces their intension to take 
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Snaggletooth for a ride. To conclude, Chassell Lions incoming president, John Mackrain thanked everyone for coming, 

then adjourned the convention by ringing the bell. 

Future Conventions: 

2015       Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan          Sault Sainte Marie Lions Club  April 24-26, 2015 

2016       Bark River, Michigan                    Delta-Menominee County Lions Club 

2017       Stephenson, Michigan                Stephenson Area Lions Clubs 

2018       TBA    How About Your Club????? 

2019       Marquette, Michigan                 Marquette Lions Club     
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Ralph M. Sheehan Award 

Lion Tom Wells of the Powers 
Spalding Lions Club, recipient 
of the Melvin Jones 
International Humanitarian 
Award, has now received the 
Ralph M. Sheehan 
Distinguished Service Award, 
for the highest level of 
community service, from Past 
District Governor Jim Wash, at 
the June 16th regular meeting. 
A reception was held for 
members and guests after the 
meeting.  
 

Wells has provided countless dedication to his community through his service, education and 
entertainment. He has built numerous projects using his mason and building skills. He has held all 
the offices of Lions Club, some multiple times, has chaired numerous civic service committees and 
entertained his whole community playing tuba  since joining Lions in 1968.  He has been a leader 
in the Adopt a Highway Project, Pasty Sale, and July 4th Celebration.  No matter what the project 
is, Wells is always there.  
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Project KidSight Held in Houghton 
By Lois Berg 

A free vision screening was held on Saturday, April 25 at the Portage Lake District Library as part of the SD 10 Lions 

Convention outreach program.  

“This is an important event,” said Chassell Lion Naomi Tervo, chair of the event, “because after this, kids don’t get 

checked until they go to school.  If we catch vision problems early, hopefully we can prevent them from getting worse.” 

In conjunction with the screening, PDG Jenny Ware held a KidSight training session for Copper Country Lions.  Those 

attending were Houghton Lions Corinne Hauring, Kelli Kesti, and Mike LaCourt  and also Duane Pengrazzi from the Range 

Lions. 

Eight children were screened that afternoon. “Any child screened is a plus,” said Tervo, “but to check larger numbers of 

kids, it’s better to go to a function where the children are, such as a kindergarten round-up, or a children’s health fair.”  

The new group brainstormed ideas for future KidSight events in the Copper Country.  

Pictured 

are Houghton Lions Mike LaCourt and Corinne Hauring taking a picture of a child at the Vision Screening conducted at 

the Portage Lake District Library during the 2014 Lions Convention.  
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BARK RIVER LION’S CLUB ICEBREAKER CONTEST 

Holly Richer | Daily Press  

The Bark River Lions Club annual Icebreaker Contest came to an end Thursday, April 24, when the 

truck broke through the ice at 3:13:25 p.m. and became completely submerged in Little Bay de 

Noc near the Escanaba Municipal Dock. Crews were recently at the site to retrieve the truck from 

the water.  

 

Contest winner Cheryl Ohman receives 

her prize money (half of the amount 

raised) from King Lion Toby Kuivinen. 

Ohman will also receive $500 worth of 

Firestone tires from Mr. Tire, and two 

passes to the Bark River International 

Raceway. Ohman’s winning guess was 

April 24 at 3:13 p.m. Proceeds from the 

Icebreaker fundraiser benefit local 

charities. The Delta County Sheriff Dive 

Rescue Team received a $200 donation 

from the Lions Club during the truck 

removal event.  

 

Spectator’s line up to watch from the dock as the 

truck is recovered from the water.  
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Delta County Sheriff Dive 

Rescue Team diver John Wenzel 

gets geared up before entering 

the 35 degree water.  

Rescue Team divers Jim Kirby 

and Wenzel help to remove a lift 

bag that was used to move the 

truck through the water. The 

bag was necessary to avoid 

damage to the truck which had 

come to rest on the bottom of 

the bay on its roof.  

 

 

 

Kirby hands Rescue Team member Darryl Shann the deflated lift bag 

while Wenzel gets into place to help turn the to the correct position 

to be pulled up to the dock.  

In position, the truck is 

slowly towed from the bay. 

Above, the Icebreaker truck 

comes to rest safely on the 

dock. 
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Joe Baczkowski of the Marquette Lions 

Club presents a check for $1395 to Ruth 

Barry of the Marquette/Alger 

Intermediate School District on behalf of 

the SD 10 Speech and Hearing Committee.  

The money will be used to purchase a 

PAIF- " Pictures In a Flash" device that 

produces high quality tactile graphics 

using heat sensitive capsule paper.  

Diagrams, maps, charts, etc. swell on the 

paper to give a raised image similar to 

Braille so that the visually impaired student can better understand and interpret the 

graphic.  

 

Thank you to all the Lions at the Single District 10 convention in Houghton that donated to 

the LCIF "Measles Initiative"! We raised $237.55. This money will be matched by a “month 

of April challenge" from the Oswald family of India and again matched by the ongoing 

partnership with the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation and UK Development Fund. Our 

contributions should provide 948 measles inoculations. Thank you again for all the great 

work you do in the name of Lions!  

Sincerely,  

Joe Baczkowski  

SD 10 LCIF Coordinator  
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The Marquette Lions Club of Marquette, Michigan, USA 

held a Lions Worldwide Lunch Relay at noon on April 

4, 2014 at our local Perkins restaurant. The day 

presented with a severe winter storm leaving roads 

and walkways snow covered and slippery.  

On her way into the restaurant, our 1st VP Melissa 

Wilson unfortunately slipped, fell and broke her leg. 

She however saved the day by protecting the cake she 

had decorated and was carrying in for our lunch 

dessert.   

She further impressed us by giving a recruitment 

speech on Lionism to the Emergency Medical 

Technicians that gave her an ambulance ride to the 

hospital for treatment. Melissa was definitely the 

hero of our day even though she could not stay for the 

lunch!  

(Melissa is person sitting with leg elevated and on ice, 

2nd from  left)  
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Chassell Lions attend Leader Dogs Open House 

Chassell Lions, Naomi Tervo and Lois Berg, recently 

attended the Leader Dogs for the Blind 75th Anniversary 

Open House, in Rochester Hills, MI. After hearing about 

the Leader Dogs program at the SD 10 2014 Convention, 

and being inspired by speakers, Marquette Lion Gretchen 

Preston and her Leader Dog Floyd, along with Leader Dog 

Puppy trainer, Lion Gary Klop, and Puppy handler Steve 

from the Baraga Prison,  the women wanted to learn 

more.   

At the Leader Dogs campus they toured the Kennel and 

heard about breeding, puppy development, and 

veterinary care. At the Polk Residence center, one client 

demonstrated how she orients her leader dog to new 

surroundings and then let the dog maneuver her safely 

around obstacles.  

Another client gave a tour of the quarters 

clients stay in when they are matched up with 

their leader dogs and go through a 26-day 

training period. Each room has its own bathroom, refrigerator, and internet access. How do people who are 

blind read e-mail? The messages are voice activated. Three things that make these rooms unique are: the tie 

down corner for the dogs; an armchair nearby with one shortened arm so the dog can put its head in the 

clients lap; and each room has a door leading to an outside area for the dogs to “park.”  (For translation, spell 

park backwards.)   

Volunteer opportunities abound:  

1.) You can host a breeding dog. Moms and dads of Leader Dog Puppies are hand- picked by Leader Dog for 

the Blind staff and bred on campus, then leave to stay with volunteer host families. Puppies are born and kept 

in the home for 6 weeks, and then are brought to LDB campus for vet-checks and evaluations.   
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2.) You can be a puppy raiser.  At 

about 8 weeks old the LDB 

puppies go home with volunteer 

raisers and are taught basic 

obedience. The puppies are 

taken into the community and 

socialized to varied situations 

such as church, school events, 

grocery and department stores, 

etc.  Puppies stay with raisers for 

about 52 weeks and then go back 

to the Leader Dog kennel for 

orientation and evaluation. The 

best go on for 16 weeks of formal training with a dog and LDB instructor. Once that stage is mastered, the dog 

is matched with a client and trains with that person for 26 days.   

3.)  Be a weekend host family for a prison raised LDB puppy.  This year four LDB puppies were placed with 

inmates at the Baraga Maximum Correctional Facility. To socialize the puppies in the outside community, the 

puppies are “furloughed” with families on the weekends.  At this time families of prison employees host the 

dogs on weekends but there may be opportunities for other hosts in the future.  

5 facts:  

*Leader Dog for the Blind has helped 14,000 people experience greater freedom and confidence.  

*Thanks to dedicated supporters, Clients receive all LDB services free of charge, including travel expenses to 

and from the campus. 20% of the LDB revenue comes from Lions Clubs. LDB receives no state or federal 

funding. 

*LDB is one of two organizations in the world with a dedicated Deaf-Blind guide dog program, which pairs a 

client with a specially trained dog that responds to hand commands.  

*The current Kennel facilities house 310 large dogs in individual stalls with a fresh water delivery system. 

There is a $13 million capital campaign to update the kennels.  

*For more information se <www.leaderdog.org> 

 

Pictures:  Chassell Lion, Naomi Tervo is shown holding a golden retriever puppy in training. The most popular 

Leader Dogs are black labs and golden retrievers.  
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Lois Berg sits on the bumper 

of a “puppy mobile” or dog 

transport used at the Leader 

Dog for the Blind campus. 

Dogs and Clients are taken 

out into the surrounding city 

for orientation and training. 

Clients have their own bus.    
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The Days River Area Lions Club will be holding a Fish Fry the 3rd Friday of the month, starting 

Friday, June 20th from 5-7pm at the Days River Area Lions clubhouse in Brampton.  

Dinner consists of Perch, French Fries, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw and homemade bread.  

Cost is $12. Children’s meal of Chicken Nuggets or Fish sticks with all the fixin’s available for 

children 5 and under for $5.  

For more information, call Jenny 399-8214. 

===================================================================== 

Bark River-Harris Leo Club Update  

As of April 25, 2014, the Bark River-Harris Leo Club has 57 Leo’s. They have two scheduled General meetings each 

month and one Executive Board meeting each month.   The Leo meetings are held on their lunch ½ hour, at the 

Bark River-Harris School.   Meals are furnished to the Leo members by the Bark River Lions Club and the Heart of 

the Month Lions Club so that the kids can attend the meetings and not have to worry about waiting in line in the 

school lunch line.   Two wives of the Advisors take turn making 12 dozen cookies for each general meeting. Normal 

meeting attendance is between 44-52 students.  

Since the February Cabinet meeting the Leo’s have had many actives; Snowball Dance, Valentine Crush Day at 

school, Basketball tournament, along with teachers that had formed a Wellness committee had a “Fun Night” at 

school.  

The Leo’s ran all the games with prizes.   We had 35 Leo’s that participated in the event.   They have also worked at 

a local benefit dinner, worked at Lions Scholarship Breakfast, worked at the school’s Fuzz Buster tournament.   The 

latest was craft decorating at Pinecrest Nursing Home.  

The Leo’s have more events planned before school is out.   Since July 1, 2013 the Leo’s have a combined total hours 

worked 953.5 and have had 20 events     

 

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE 
 
The Lions of Single District 10 should be proud of the fact that seven scholarships were awarded to students of 
our district who have learning and/or physical disability.  The difficult choices were made from 31 applications 
received. 
 
The recipients were from Iron Mountain, Bark River, Newberry, Bessemer, L’Anse, Negaunee and Menominee. 
 
It is expected that the number of applicants will continue to grow as learning disabilities come to the 
forefront.  Please show your support of this program which helps students who might not qualify for other 
scholarships. 
 
Donations should be made payable to SD 10 Scholarship Fund and mailed to Lion Judy Racette, 5444 I Road, 
Escanaba, MI  49829. 
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By Lion Dayna King, HOTN Lions Club member 

……and they’re off….again! 

On Saturday, May 3rd, it wasn’t only the 140th 

running of the Kentucky Derby Race that was 

taking place in Churchill Downs, Louisville, 

Kentucky…..but the 2nd annual running of the 

Kentucky Derby Party at the Highland Golf Club in 

Escanaba held by the Delta-Menominee County 

Heart of the North Lions Club of Bark River.   

This main event began at 5pm and tickets were 

available at the door for only $25.00, which 

included Hor d’oeuvres, Dinner, Desserts, Mint 

Julep, Music/Dancing and viewing of the 19 horse 

race lineup at 6:20 pm on several TV’s placed 

throughout the Club.   Derby attire was 

encouraged, but not necessary.  After purchasing 

your ticket, a bid number was provided to you for 

use on the donated silent auction items and a 

special drink ticket was given.    

The opportunity then arose to purchase race raffle 

tickets and place them in the named bucket(s) for 

the horse you favored to win.   When the time was 

near, the TV’s volumes were turned up and the 

Bugler sounded and alerted everyone that the 

horse race was to shortly begin.  Seats were 

immediately taken and attendees quieted in 

anticipation on the event hoping for the horse they 

favored would win.  California Chrome came in first, 

Commanding Curve came in 2nd and Danza came 

in Third.  One ticket was drawn from each of the 

winners bucket, announced and prizes awarded for 

each place.  After the race, a buffet style dinner 

was served with fried chicken, ham, sweet 

potatoes, corn pudding, green beans, biscuits and 

an assortment of salads.  A variety of desserts 

were served and prepared by the members of the 

Heart of the North Lions Club. 

Following dinner, there was the wonderful and 

extraordinary Hat contest, which is infamous for the 

Kentucky Derby Races.  Those who wished to 

participate in the contest, registered at the door 

when they entered the event and were given a 

decorated handmade numbered bag to carry along 

with them to obtain donations from attendees of this 

event for having the best made Hat for this contest.  

At the end of the contest, those participants 

counted the donations placed in their bags and 

whoever had the most in donations won the contest 

and the prize.   

 

Also, tickets for the 50/50 drawing and regular jar 

raffle were available for purchase throughout the 

evening and the winning cash jackpot was awarded 

at 9pm in the amount of $323.00.  Silent auction 

and jar raffle items were also awarded at that time. 

After the awarding of all the prizes, music and 

dancing were provided by a DJ until 11pm, when 

the festivities concluded. 

A special thank you from the HOTN Lions Club to 

everyone who attended, participated, volunteered 

and/or donated in any way.  Our success as a Club 

is because of you.  All proceeds from this event to 

benefit Bay Cliff Health Camp and other UP Lions 

Projects. 
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Lion’s Club Donation to Gogebic Ontonagon Intermediate School District 

 

I wanted to send a note of appreciation and thanks on behalf of the Gogebic Ontonagon Intermediate School 

District.  The Lions Club donated money this year that allowed us to purchase two Expanding Expression Tools 

(EET), one for each of the counties we serve.     

 
You may know that many of our students have difficulty organizing information while speaking and writing.  
Sometimes they have trouble defining or describing vocabulary.   The EET provides these students with a 
hands-on approach for describing and defining things.  It provides visual and tactile information which 
improves language organization.  The kit itself is designed to allow you to follow a hierarchical approach taking 
a student's expression from words to paragraphs to reports.  The Lions Club donation made it possible for us 
to acquire these kits.  
 

This spring, all five of the speech-language pathologists from the GOISD had the chance to learn about the EET 

and its role in helping students improve their language organizational skills.  We look forward to using this 

method in our classrooms and therapy rooms.   

We appreciate the Lions Club's interest in helping children with speech, language, and hearing disorders.  In 

my time as a speech/language pathologist with the GOISD, your organization has made multiple donations 

that has allowed us to buy a sound field generator for our classrooms, assessment tools, therapy materials, 

and now the EET.  All of these items have helped our students develop their communication skills, which are 

vital for educational success.    

Again, thank you on behalf of the students and staff of the GOISD.  

Sincerely,  

Tony Lupino  
Speech/Language Pathologist  
Gogebic Ontonagon Intermediate School District   
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Toby Kuivinen, King Lion of the 

Bark River Lions Club, recently 

presented a $1,000 donation to 

Mark Seymour, ARES/RACES 

Coordinator and project manager 

for the Delta County Amateur 

Radio Society’s emergency 

communications trailer project. 

The donation will be used to 

purchase three VHF commercial 

radios and one Citizen Band 

radio, similar but upgraded 

versions of those shown, for use 

in the new emergency 

communications trailer. The trailer will serve as the first of its kind available in the U.P., 

and is being built in response to the Red Cross “phasing out and decommissioning” their 

emergency communication response vehicles.   
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NEW SINGLE DISTRICT 10 WEBSITE  
By Paul Mencinger & Dayna King  

 What’s new on the website besides new layout… 

 Our new website is now mobile devices friendly, so no matter what device you use to browse the website, website will 

always adjust to your device’s screen size and make it for overall better browsing experience.  

Clubs promotion  

 Each club has now its own address. For example;  

Besides being listed in District 10 Club section, each club is also accessible through a shorter address. For example, 

Baraga Lions club would be accessible through typing: baraga.district10lions.org  

This is particularly useful if you will utilize your club page on the district website for advertising your events. It is very 

easy to add events or any other changes (such as membership or board changes) to your club page – simply follow the 

instructions at the bottom of your club page. Have a photo or photo gallery to share? E-mail it to us and we’ll add it your 

club page.  

 Each upcoming event you will send us, we’ll feature on the front page of the district website, list it in the Events section, 

and post it to social networks.  

 Social networking  

 Website is now tightly connected with three major social networks; Facebook, Google Plus and Twitter. We’ll be adding 

additional social networks if members will express interested in them.  

Please help us help you  

When you’re preparing an event, PLEASE let us know about it. It only takes a minute or two to send us information to:  

webmaster@district10lions.org 

Your event will this way be advertised U.P. wide, at NO cost, to way wider audience than your local newspaper can 

reach, and it just might bring additional visitors. You worked hard to organize your event, so why not advertise it fully? It 

will also show people that Lions Clubs are active everywhere and people maybe might consider joining your club.  

Follow us, Like us, be part of Be a Lion initiative  

If you’re using Facebook, Google Plus or Twitter, hit that Follow button, and Like an event here and there. Spread the 

word through social networks to your friends and circles. Buttons for Facebook, Google Plus and Twitter are located at 

the bottom of each and every page of SD10 website.  
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I wanted to share my June message to club leaders with you... 
  

Please work with your local clubs to help them avoid losing members in June.  It's imperative that we 
keep the momentum we have achieved this year.  
  

I want to thank each of you for making my year as international president such a success.  It was a 
year of achievements, and your contributions as a Lion and a leader helped take our clubs to new 
levels of success.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your international president! 
  

Lion Barry J. Palmer 
Your International President 

 

Dear Lion Leader, 
  
A year ago, I was a new international president sharing my dreams with Lions around the world.  Now, it's my turn to offer my 
gratitude to each of you for making those dreams come true.  It's been an incredible year thanks to you. 
  
Throughout the year, Lions did a fantastic job of inviting new members into our clubs.  We reached out to family and friends 
during Family and Friends Month.  We put an emphasis on inviting men and women, and we're stronger for it.  We used tools 
like social media to connect with new members and promote our clubs. 
  
As we near the end of the Lion year, it is so important to keep our new members serving into the next year.  Keep the 
momentum going and finish the year strong! 
  
Day in and day out, Lions perform countless acts of service that strengthen their communities and touch the lives of millions.  It 
has been an honor to lead hard-working, dedicated men and women like you, who bring help and hope to those who need us 
most.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your 2013-14 international president. 

 

 

Earn Rewards! 

Your club can still earn special rewards for adding new members through July in the Together We Can Grow 
Contest.  One club in each district can win a choice of US$250 in credit toward club supplies from the Lions 
Clubs Supplies Store or a US$250 donation to the LCI Foundation toward the club's next Melvin Jones Fellow. 
 Learn more about Together We Can Grow today! 

 
  

  

 

  

http://www.mmsend47.com/link.cfm?r=1183615832&sid=41953387&m=4719674&u=LIONSPROD&j=19220387&s=http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/membership-and-new-clubs/membership-award-programs/together-we-can-grow.php?utm_source=RealMagnet&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5603 FORWARD President Palmer Club June 2014 EN
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SINGLE DISTRICT 10 LIONS CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

District Governor Jerry Stephens 

jstephens@lssu.edu 

3907 E 5 Mile Road 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783-9539 
906-632-4382 (home) 
906-322-0251 work (mobile) 

 

First Vice District Governor William Rowe 

and Co-Chair Bay Cliff Health Camp  

wnrowe@charter.net 

128 North Crestview Drive 
Gwinn, MI 49841-9541 
906-346-9278 (home) 
906-869-3054 (mobile) 

 

Second Vice District Governor Tom Lanaville 

tlanaville@dsnet.us 

N16520 Hahn Lane C-3 
Wilson, MI  49896-9747 
906-466-2856 (home) 
906-280-5012 (mobile) 
 

Cabinet Secretary Joseph Maki 

jmaki4215@sbcglobal.net 

1701 Lakeshore Dr 

Gladstone, MI 49837 

906-280-4372 (mobile) 
 

Cabinet Treasurer Bruce La Belle 

bruce.labelle@honeywell.com 
N15884 D-1 Road 
Wilson, MI 49896-9604 
906-466-2439 (home) 
 

Immediate Past District Governor Ruth Snyder 

rmsnyder@jamadots.com 
PO Box 400 
Munising MI  49862 
906-573-2291 (home) 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------- 
 

Lions Official Slogan: “Liberty, Intelligence, Our Nation’s Safety” (LIONS) 
Unofficial Slogan: “Loving Individuals Offering Needed Services,” Past International President Sid Scruggs 

mailto:jmaki4215@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jmaki4215@sbcglobal.net

