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Hunting Big Bucks With The Big 
Mint 

Your Club Can’t Miss With Lion 
Mints 

PEPPERMINT, WINTERGREEN, FIZZY FRUIT & SUGAR FREE SPEARMINT 
576 Rolls - $120.00 - $5.00 Per Case Discount On Pickups 

PEPPERMINT & WINTERGREEN DROPS 
Individually Wrapped – 4,500 pieces per case 

 $100.00 per case - $5.00 Per Case Discount on Pickups 

LIONS OF MICHIGAN FOUNDATION
5730 Executive Drive • Lansing, Michigan 

48911 
517-887-6640 • www.lmsf.net •

Sayklly's Candies 
910 2nd Avenue N. • Escanaba, MI 49829 
906-786-3092 • mkobasic@chartermi.net 
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Receiving a Leader Dog

It’s a different way of seeing things, through the 
eyes of a Leader Dog.  Every month, people from all 
over the world come to Leader Dogs for the Blind to 
receive a Leader Dog.  

The dog guide class is a 26-day, live-in training 
program at Leader Dogs for the Blind in Rochester 
Hills, Michigan.  The school trains adult dogs to bring 
increased safety and independent mobility to blind and 
visually impaired individuals.  Leader Dog instructors 
go to great lengths to match students with dogs that fit 
their personality, needs and lifestyle.  
 
“Both the person and the Leader Dog have been 
taught to work together through verbal commands, 
hand signals and a special harness.  Leader Dog teams 
should experience an added level of independence and 
safety as they continue to enjoy every day activities, 
such as boarding a bus, shopping in a mall or crossing 
the street,” said Keith McGregor, class coordinator at 
Leader Dogs for the Blind. 

When you see a working Leader Dog team traveling 
around town, please remember not to pet the dog 
without first getting permission.  A Leader Dog’s job 
is to keep his partner safe and has been trained to 
only focus on his partner while wearing the harness.  
Petting a Leader Dog is distracting for the team and 
could lead to unfortunate obedience and behavior 
problems for the dog.      

Leader Dogs are provided completely free to qualified 
individuals, including travel and 26 days of room 
and board at the Leader Dog facility.  Leader Dogs 
for the Blind is funded by donations from Lions and 
Lioness Club members, individuals, foundations and 
corporations dedicated to community service.  

For more information, call Leader Dogs for the Blind 
at (888) 777-5332 or visit www.leaderdog.org.  

Calendar of Events

Jun 25-26, 2010 6th Annual Flea Market, Arts
   & Craft Show
   Heart of the North Lions

Jun 28 - Jul 2, 2010 Lions International Convention
   Sydney, Australia

Jul 9 - 10, 2010 62nd Annual Strawberry   
   Festival
   Chassell Lions Club

Jul 9-11, 2010 Traxxas Torc Series Races
   Bark River International Raceway
   Bark River Lions Club

Jul 10, 2010 Lions Day Picnic
   Teaching Family Homes
   Marquette, Michigan

Jul 17, 2010 Annual Community Days
   Skandia Lions

Jul 18, 2010 1st Cabinet Meeting
   Rapid River Lions Clubhouse

Jul 24, 2010 Lions of Michigan Service
   Foundation Meeting
   Lansing, Michigan
   
Jul 31, 2010 Lions Day
   Bay Cliff Heath Camp

Aug 13-15, 2010 Traxxas Torc Series Races
   Bark River International Raceway
   Bark River Lions Club

Sep 23-25, 2010 USA/Canada Leadership Forum
   Milwaukee, WI

Oct 9, 2010 2nd SD10 Cabinet Meeting
   Sydney’s
   Munising, Michigan

Oct 16, 2010 Governors Appreciation Dinner
   Terrace Bay Inn & Convention 
   Escanaba, Michigan



4

was PDG Bob St. Peter, of the Dafter Lions Club.  
This award goes to a Lion of District 10 who has 
served the District over and above the normal call of 
duty.  This certainly describes PDG Bob and his work 
with the hearing and speech program, making us a 
100% District.
 
I would like to thank all the people in District 10 for 
their support and help that made my year as their 
Governor, an enjoyable and interesting experience.  
I would especially like to thank my wife Jean and 
daughter Dona for being on hand to help guide me 
on the computer.  I am still a novice on at it, but I am 
learning more each time I log on.
 
We have a great team of in-coming officers, with 
Gary Klop as District Governor and Jim Wash as 1st 
Vice District Governor.  Please extend to them all the 
support and help that you have given to me.
 
My first year as Vice Governor and second year as 
District Governor, I have been able to visit all sixty 
clubs in our District.  This was one of my goals as 
your Governor, and thank you for helping me achieve 
this. I have made many friends along the way and 
hope to see several of you again.
 
Please send all MMA'S and MMR reports to the Gary 
Klop, the new governor after July 1st, 2010.

Governors Appreciation Dinner Set

The District Governor Don Wojakowski 
Appreciation dinner is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 16, 2010 at the Terrance Bay Inn and 
Convention Center located between Escanaba and 
Gladstone. Cocktails are at 5 p.m. with dinner 
at 6 p.m. eastern standard time. Questions and 
reservations for the event can be directed to Gerry 
Christians at (906) 753-2563.

District Governor’s Comments
By DG Don Wojakowski

This has been a very 
busy and interesting 
year as your District 
Governor.  The 
challenge that I made 
at the beginning of my 
year to all clubs was to 
get SD10 membership 
back up to 1,800 was 
met.  Congratulations 
to all of you who have 
helped me to achieve 
this goal.

 
At the convention the delegates voted to incorporate 
the district.  Over two-thirds of the clubs in the district 
are now incorporated.  If your club is not incorporated, 
I have the necessary forms needed to complete this 
process. 
 
We are still having a big problem with clubs not 
sending in their MMA'S, MMR'S, and PU101 forms.  
Once again this is creating a problem with Lions 
International, the governor, and the vice governor.  We 
need to solve this problem once and for all!  The clubs 
that have been delinquent in sending these forms know 
who they are.  There are secretaries out there who 
have had cabinet positions & know what the rules are, 
yet fail to comply.  The main reason why the rosters 
are late is due to the lack of the PU101's information 
being sent in by the deadline, May 15th.
 
Last year, among the governor, vice governor and 
district secretary, we received 17 PU101'S.  This year, 
we received only 13 PU101'S. What seems to be the 
problem getting these forms in and more importantly...
on time?  Come on club officers, this is our district and 
we need to keep it healthy and growing!
 
The hearing aid program that is chaired by Bob St. 
Peter is doing very well.  Anyone who knows of a 
person needing hearing aids would be well advised to 
contact Lion Bob.
 
The 2010 district convention is now history.  I would 
like to thank Chocolay as the host club with the 
assistance of Marquette, Skandia and Gwinn Lions 
Clubs...great job!!!
 
This year's recipient of the Ralph M. Sheehan award 
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you have problems with other Lions? Have you sat 
down and calmly talked with them or do you just walk 
away mad? You have to work together to get things 
done. At least remember why you are a member. I 
would think most people joined to help others. I have 
said it many times, we aren't always going to get along 
with each other.

I have heard clubs/Lions ask where there money is 
going. If you really want to know read your magazine, 
see the help we provide for disaster victims all over 
the world. Lions are one of the first groups to offer 
assistance when needed. Visit Leader Dogs or go to 
BayCliff on Lions Day. Ask for a tour of Teaching 
Family Homes. Listen to the young people at Bay 
Cliff when they say THANKS for all you do as Lions 
to help us and give us a camp to go to. Be the one 
in your club that when someone asks for help with 
glasses or after a fire, go investigate it for your club be 
the go to person to get them the help and listen when 
they say Thanks for what you did. That is why we are 
Lions. Raising this Leader Dog puppy has given me so 
many opportunities to share with others what we do. 
I understand not everyone has the time or can do this 
type of thing but what a great way to see how much 
people appreciate what we as Lions do to help our 
fellow man. MOST of all,  Be proud to be a Lion.., ..I 
am, each and every day. 

Vice District Governor Elect Remarks
By VDGE Gary Klop

Fellow Lions, since 
I have been Vice 
District Governor 
not a day goes by 
that I don't think 
about being a Lion. 
Since I have been 
raising a Leader 
Dog Puppy a lot 
of similarities run 
through my head 
with both of them. 

I am so proud to be able to tell people about our 
connection as Lions with the Leader Dog program and 
it has opened my eyes. This puppy relies on me each 
and everyday for direction in her life. She looks to 
me to feed her, protect her, help her grow, enable her 
to meet many many people and give her every great 
experience I can to get her ready for her future job to 
lead the blind. Its is so much like us as Lions.

Our new members look to us for a lot of the same 
reasons. They need us to feed them, let them know 
what to do. They look to us to introduce them to 
other Lions. They look to us for direction and to help 
them grow as Lions so when they bring someone new 
into the club they can do the same for them. I have 
probably been one of the worse ones at accomplishing 
this goal when I bring new people in. Sometimes I 
get so wrapped up in what I am doing I forget to call 
them for meetings or explain to them what we do to 
help our communities. I then sit back and wonder 
why they don't attend meetings or aren't able to help 
with fundraisers etc. We all need to do our part to 
support these new members and to help them grow. 
If my puppy decides that my house is a good place to 
relieve herself it is usually my fault as I didn't look 
to see what her needs were or was neglecting her. 
Sound familiar? If we don't look at our members and 
see what they need and they drop out, then maybe 
we didn't look to see what they needed to remain a 
member.

Raising Freedom, my puppy, is a lot like dealing with 
other Lions as well. We don't always get along. She 
doesn't always do what I want her to. By working 
together though we get many things accomplished. Do 
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Cracks From The Whip
By PDG Bill Whippen

We hope that all of you enjoy 
what appears to be a long, 
HOT summer. As Yoopers, 
we are gradually experiencing 
weather that, up to now, only 
existed for the Trolls “down 
below” [the Bridge]. These 
last few days appear to be the 

kind of climate we might expect from the other “down 
below” [Hades, that is]. I don’t know about you but 
my blood hasn’t thinned out from winter yet.

We had a very good year for our District 10 thanks to 
the hard work of my fellow Lions. Great membership 
growth, many terrific projects and renewed Lions 
Spirit in many clubs and members. Have you caught 
that Lion’s Spirit yet? It was certainly present at the 
convention.

That brings me to the question. When was the last 
time you attended a U.P. Lions Convention? If it’s 
been a while, why not plan to attend the next one? 
Conventions are for fun, re-energizing, fun, learning 
about all the good things we Lions do at home and 
around the world – and did I mention fun? Plan for 
next year – soon.

On that note, one of the things that really troubles 
me about our District 10 health is our declining 
leadership pool. By that I don’t reflect on the quality 
of the current leadership. They are doing a great job. 
BUT – leadership at the top is really just “trickle 

down” leadership and I’m sure you have all seen those 
“trickle down” cartoons. Effective Districts – and 
effective clubs, as well – have a system of leadership 
development that brings each new member along 
and gives them tasks (committees?) commensurate 
with their abilities. Top performers should be gently 
encouraged, not pushed, to take on more difficult 
tasks. This will gradually build confidence in them 
that they can do things. This will help them to develop 
their skills at leading their fellow members.

We foolishly cling to the nonsense (in my opinion, 
that’s what it is) that “Leaders are born, not made.” It 
is actually true in one sense but it overlooks the simple 
fact that, without a leadership plan any organization 
has to be just plain lucky. That’s no way to run a 
railroad, or anything else for that matter – relying on 
luck. District 10 has been very lucky over the past 35+ 
years I’ve been around. With only a few hiccups we 
have had excellent leadership and have thrived.
 
What I am trying to say is that our clubs need District 
organization. The District needs club organization with 
good reporting from the club Secretaries and a steady 
supply of eager Lions, champing at the bit, as it were, 
to climb to the top (as Governor, or Committee Chair 
or just Committee  participation. We truly are starving 
at the District level. It’s foolish to keep recycling our 
PDGs on Committees, except where specific skills are 
required. Most Committees don’t require that.
 
However, without a development plan, how will we 
find you? Just lucky, I guess.

Email:  luftads@aol.com ~ Fax: 498-2575 ~ Phone: 498-2265

W5472 Third Street ~ P.O. Box 245 ~ Hermansville,  Michigan 49847

5300 copies printed weekly 
LUFT’SAdvertiserAdvertiserAdvertiserAdvertiserAdvertiser 

We Print: 2 ply Business Forms, Business Envelopes,
Business Stationery, Invoices, Raffle Tickets,Black or Color Copies,

Perforated Pages, Scored Pages, Posters, Flyers and Booklets
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IMPORTANT READING
Lions fundraising

Fellow Lions:
Governor Miller contacted me, after the Convention, 
to let me know that the Governor’s Manual is firm on 
the following point:

NO MONEY RAISED FROM THE PUBLIC BY A 
LIONS CLUB MAY BE USED BY THE CLUB FOR 
ANYTHING OTHER THAN THEIR PROJECTS

I then researched the Governor's Manual - Pages 10 & 
11 (last sentence at the top of page 11). . The language 
is clear and definitely unambiguous. It clearly 
contradicts the opinion I rendered at the Cabinet 
meeting on April 23rd, i.e., "Clubs can raise money 
for Administrative purposes if they clearly identify the 
activity as being held for administrative purposes." 
That was advice given to my Cabinet from someone in 
the Commerce and Securities Division of the State of 
Michigan and I have long held it to be valid.
 
I contacted Amy Pena, of the Legal Department 
of Lions International, and, while the advice is 
proper insofar as the State of Michigan tax policy 
is concerned it is invalid under the Constitution and 
Bylaws of Lions International.

The following is a direct quote from the current 
Governor’s Manual: "Therefore, the use of any such 
funds (raised from the public) to finance convention 
trips, politics or candidates, or administrative dues, 
deficits or expenses at the club, district or international 
level is a breach of faith and an express violation of 
the basic document of the association. This opinion 
shall be interpreted to mean that there shall be no 
public solicitation of funds to defray administrative 
expenses of a Lions Club.

I have previously rendered my opinion to the contrary 
in good faith. I must state firmly now - that given 
this current information, now confirmed by the Legal 
Department in Oak Brook, I have been wrong.
 
Furthermore, any clubs who have acted on that advice 
or who have used monies from publicly raised events 
or activities must immediately desist from doing so. 
As of this moment, failure by any Lions Club 
(especially in District 10) to stop the practice of using 
10% or any portion of publicly raised funds for club 

business will put that club in deliberate violation of 
the Constitution and Bylaws of Lions International. 
Summer fundraising is on. Please take care to be legal

!!! REMEMBER – NO PUBLIC MONEY FOR 
CLUB USE!!!

Questions; Email Bill at yoopwhip@jamadots.com or 
call (906) 387-4325.

Bill Whippen, Co-Chair, Constitution and Bylaws 
Committee

U.P. Students Participate in Youth 
Exchange

By VDG Gary Klop

Pictured are, left Megan Mackowiac, Youth Exchange 
chairman Gary Klop and Alyssa Cope. A meeting was 
held to go over rules of the program with their families 
and Lion Patti Ledford who also was in attendance.  
Patti helped Alyssa with her paperwork and getting her 
through the planning stages.  It is a big help when a 
Lion helps with the process.  Big thanks to you Patti!! 

Megan is going to Finland and has been in contact 
already with her host family.  She will be staying in 
the Northern part of Finland.  Alyssa is going to Japan 
and is anxiously waiting to hear who will be her host 
family.  Alyssa will spend approximately 4 weeks with 
a family and at a youth exchange camp.  They should 
have a great time and would be available when they 
return if you’re interested in hearing about their trips. 
Also big thanks to Alyssa's grandmother who allowed 
us all to meet in her home.   Both girls are from the 
Bark River area. Megan is being sponsored by the 
Bark River Lions Club and Alyssa is being sponsored 
by the Heart of the North Lions Club.
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Trail Work Aids Blind Skier
By Michael Ayala, St. Ignace News

Cruising on an old 1967 Skidoo Alpine snowmobile, 
Tom Piippo of the Rudyard Lions Club drags a train 
of equipment behind him, maintaining the Schoolfarm 
and Pine Bowl ski trails. As the homemade groomer 
he constructed breaks up the snow and flattens it, the 
track setter pulled behind creates a defined track for 
skiers to enjoy.

Among many of the skiers taking advantage of the 
groomed trails is Geri Taeckens of Sault Ste. Marie. 
Mrs. Taeckens, a certified masseuse and licensed 
social worker, hits the Pine Bowl trails with her two 
seeing eye dogs, Kojak and Jake, and her husband, 
Bill Park, also of Sault Ste. Marie. Mrs. Taeckens 
began losing her sight at an early age. The grooves 
cut by the track setter help her identify where the trail 
goes and makes skiing easier, she told The St. Ignace 
News. Mrs. Taeckens is grateful for the work the 
Rudyard Lions Club performs on the trails.

Mrs. Taeckens is an outdoors enthusiast, hiking 
through a variety of trails and climbing when she can. 
Many of her favorite activities she participates in with 
her husband, whom she met in Canada in 1991 while 
she was studying the S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald.

Unlike many others she met, Mr. Park did not treat 
her differently from anybody else when they first met, 
despite her blindness, Mrs. Taeckens recalls. They hit 
it off, and began hiking together. When they started 
cross country skiing together, Mr. Park attached bells 
to his ski poles to help his wife navigate by sound.

Mrs. Taeckens can tell the distance between herself 
and her husband by the sound of the bells. She can 
also tell where to turn based on the sound, as well.

"It's really kind of magical when I think about it, how 
I instinctively know," she said.

With the aid of the bells and the track grooves, Mrs. 
Taeckens has no trouble using the ski trails, even when 
there are sudden dips. But she does become nervous if 
someone notifies her of a steep decline ahead of time.

Kojak, Mrs. Taecken's retired black lab, and Jake 
follow her while she skis. While her husband is always 
with her, Mrs. Taeckens brings her dog harness in 
case their help is needed. One of the difficulties she 
experiences while skiing is being able to take her 
guide dogs with her.

While guide dogs are allowed to be anywhere in 
public, Mrs. Taeckens said, some skiers will complain 
to the couple about her dogs, even when their purpose 
is explained. Regardless, the pair continue to ski 
wherever they can.

Climbing, another favorite sport, is thrilling, she said, 
as she can tell how elevated she is based on the sounds 
she hears. While hiking, Mrs. Taeckens can navigate 
by grabbing onto branches and outcroppings.

"It's a whole body and earth experience," she said.

Mrs. Taeckens is a former special education teacher 
for Brimley schools and an author. She has written 
a children's book, "Walking Along with my Dog," 
about a girl named Iris and her guide dog Seemore. 
Her other book, "Blind Man's Bluff!," is an 
autobiographical account of how she began losing her 
sight at age 7 to retinitis pigmentosa. "I did a lot of 
things pretending was normal," she said. In some of 
these attempts, she would end up hurting herself. She 
completely lost her sight over a 30-year period, she 
said.

The overall message of her autobiography is about 
using challenges to grow, she said. It took about eight 
years to write, and excerpts will be acted out in a 
radio play on a subsidiary station of National Public 
Radio out of California. Her children's book has been 
transcribed into Braille along with the pictures inside.

Besides hiking, skiing, climbing, working, and 
writing, Mrs. Taeckens is a commissioner on the 
Michigan Commission for the Blind, which provides 
rehabilitation services for newly blind individuals 
and vocational training. She also established the Iris 
Seemore Animal Health Fund to raise money for 
service animals and owns her own psychotherapy and 
massage therapy business.

Geri Taeckens and her husband, Bill Park, prepare to 
go skiing with guide dogs Jake (at left) and Kojak at 
the Pine Bowl trail in Kinross Friday, February 12. 
Mr. Park attaches bells to his ski poles to create sound 
for Mrs. Taeckens to follow. Jake and Kojak pad after 
them, ready to assist Mrs. Taeckens if needed.
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Stephenson Lions Celebrate 65 years

The Stephenson Lions club celebrated their 65th 
anniversary on March 25th at the Pullman House in 
Carbondale, Michigan. There were 60 Lions and guest 
present from across the Upper Peninsula. The special 
event was presided over by Stephenson Lions Club 
President Peter Thoune. The entertainment during the 
evening was provided by John Kissane of Mackinac 
Island, who also was the main speaker for the evening.

Mr. Kissane is self taught pianist currently performing 
as resident pianist at Mission Point Resort, Mackinac 
Island, Michigan.  John has been playing musical 
instruments since he was 5-years old and is proficient 
on seven instruments. He plays contemporary, new age 
and classical piano. What is remarkable about John 
beside has musical talents, is that he has 20/700 vision 
in his right eye and has a false left eye. His loss of 
vision was the result of a congenital eye defect to his 
optic nerve. John presentation was very interesting and 
his music was a joy to listen to.  He talked about the 
challenges in his life and how they made him a better 
person. He uses computers with voice recognition, 
GPS and Braille as well as a White Cane. John fielded 
many questions from the attendee and talked with 

many members at length after the event concluded.

Afterwards District Governor Don Wojakowski 
presented a number of awards to the members of the 
Stephenson Lions Club. On behalf of the Stephenson 
Lions Club, President Peter Thoune accepted the 
65th Anniversary Banner patch from Lions Clubs 
International. Lions Roger Freis and Gene Phillips 
were recognized as the longest members and present 
their 45-year membership label pins.

A Melvin Jones Fellow award was also present to Lion 
Jim Svinicki, Secretary of the Stephenson club. 

The governor additionally presented the International 
Association of Lions Clubs “Metal of Merit” award 
to Sandy Toupalik. Sandy has raised 24 leader dog 
puppies over the years. Sandy is not a Lion but she has 
done her part for the Leader Dog Program. 

To congratulate the Stephenson Lions Club, visiting 
Lions gave donations on behalf of clubs from Bark 
River, Crystal Falls, Delta-Menominee “Heart of the 
North”, Powers-Spalding, Marquette and Norway-
Vulcan-Loretto.
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Rudyard Lions Club Serves Community

The Rudyard Lions Club has been active for 56 years. 
Its current officers are President Barry Davis, First 
Vice President Road Kauppila, Treasurer Joe Andary, 
and Secretary Gary Davis, all of Rudyard. In addition 
to Tom Piippo's project to groom the ski trails, the 
Rudyard Lions Club hosts several events throughout 
the year benefiting local causes.

In March the Lions hosted a Texas Hold'em Fixed 
Limit cash game at Joe's Bar and Grill in Rudyard. 
Proceeds benefited the Rudyard High School Junior 
Varsity softball and baseball programs. Money raised 
from their annual Lions Club pancake supper on 
April 21st at the Rudyard High School Cafeteria 
was divided between Bay Cliff Health Camp and the 
Leader Dogs for the Blind programs.

The Lions are planning a car show at the Rudyard 
Community Center Saturday, July 24, during the 
Rudyard Summerfest. Money raised from this event 
will benefit the Rudyard Township Park. Sunday, July 
25, at 9 a.m. the Lions will hold their Summerfest 5k 
and Triathlon. A 5k run, 26k bicycle event, and 0.5k 
swim will be planned.

The Lions Club also sponsors the American Red Cross 
blood drive in Rudyard four times a year.

The Lions Club meets the first and third Wednesdays 
of each month at 6 p.m. at the St. James Lutheran 
Church on 11112 Third Street in Rudyard. Anyone 
interested 

Stephenson Lions Breakfast

On March the 21st Stephenson Lions club held its 
annual pancake breakfast. There were about 675 
people served in 5 hours. That comes out at 135 
per hour or 1 every 26.6 seconds, which is a lot of 
pancakes. It took 20 Stephenson Lions to handle this 
event. This event is held, annually, at the Stephenson 
high school and everybody is welcome.

Pictured is DG Don Wojakowski serving pancakes to 
the crowd. Picture by of Menominee County Journal.

Bay Cliff Lions’ Day 
Saturday July 31, 2010

10:30-12:30 Tours of camp
12:30 Lunch with the campers
Short presentation after lunch

Please attend and bring spouses and friends. We 
promise it will be a worthwhile experience. Please 
RSVP-KRowe@nmu.edu or 906-362-0202. If you 
would like to visit camp on a different date please 
call Kris Rowe or Bay Cliff Health Camp at 906-
345-9314.  If you would like to learn more about Bay 
Cliff please contact us as well. Thank you for your 
continued support! The Rock Lions Club recently made potato sausage 

with the help of the Sicottes of Rainbow Packing in 
Escanaba.  This is the major fundraiser for the Club. 
Pictured are the members of Rock Lions Potato 
Sausage Crew, L-R, Rock Lions Secretary Joe Kitiuk, 
Rainbow Packing owner Sue Sicotte, Lion Bill Toyra, 
Rainbow Packing owner Jeff Sicotte, Lion Bob Koski, 
Andy Sicotte, Lion Zig Wojda, Lion Kathy Wojda, 
Lion Tom Beauchamp, Lion Debra Huntley, Lion Dick 
Weidner, Rock Lions President Jim Ringelberg. 
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District 10 Lions Support UPDON

Pictured from left, Lions District 10 members Bill 
Davie, Jim Manty and Joe Baczkowski present a 
donation recently to UPDON Director Ann Constance, 
along with Lions George Seracey, JoAnn Manty, 
Willie LaMarche, Maureen Jensen and Debbie Bengry. 
The check, in the amount of $2,000, was written 
to U.P. Diabetes Outreach Network to help aid in 
the continuation of the club’s work, despite state 
budget cuts. Lions International is the largest service 
organization in the world and has been supportive of 
diabetes and eye care.

Lions Day at Teaching Family Homes

Teaching Family Homes announced the date for 
this years “Lions Picnic at the Single District Lions 
Convention in Marquette April 23-25.  All U.P. 
Lions Club Members are invited to come and enjoy a 
picnic with the children, staff and board.  Tours will 
be provided for Lions who have not as yet visited 
the TFH Campus, or who would like to see the 
improvements made since their last visit.

The date for the PICNIC is Saturday, July 10, 2010 
from noon to 2PM.  Please let us know that you are 
coming by July 1st, so that we are sure to have enough 
food and enough staff for the tours.Let’s invest in the 
Youth of The U.P. by supporting TFH. 

Please RSVP to  (906) 249-KIDS (906-249-5437)  or 
e-mail kbalzarini@tfhomes.org  The Street Address is,

Teaching Family Homes
1000 Silver Creek Road
Marquette, MI. 49855

Lions Smear League Aids Shriners

The 2010 recipient of the Rapid River Lions Club 
smear league funds is the Delta Shriners Club’s Patient 
Transportation Fund. Pictured receiving the monetary 
donation March 29 is Delta Shriner Erik Nyman, right. 
Presenting the check for $766 are Rosland Alworden 
and Ralph Lundquist, co-chairs of the league. The 
league held its final night of play March 29, along with 
a pizza dinner. Each year, the league makes a donation 
to an organization approved by members at the start of 
the year. Donation money is derived from a fund paid 
into by each smear team in the league.

Lions Used Glasses in Action
By Joe Baczkowski

I just returned from a medical mission to Vietnam and 
a good part of the mission was to screen the poor for 
eye problems and provide them with eyeglasses as 
needed. My roommate on the trip was an Optometrist 
from Portland Oregon who has been on several 
"Lions for Sight" missions and had nothing but 
good things to say about how the Lions put on good 
clinics worldwide. Although Vietnam does not yet 
have a Lions Club, Mark, the Optometrist, was able 
to requisition 1500 pair of glasses through the Lions 
in the US and bring them with him to Vietnam to 
distribute. He screened a total of 911 patients and gave 
away almost that many glasses. I was even able to help 
out and fit a couple of people with their eyeglasses. 
What a reward it is to see the smiles on these people's 
faces when you give them the ability to see and read! 
Just thought I'd share this with the Lions out there who 
collect and help recycle used eyeglasses. Your efforts 
really do make a difference. Keep up the good work.
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Vision Screening In Full Swing
By Bruce LaBelle, Editor

The District 10 Lions “Project KidSight” got off 
to a great start this spring with multiple screening 
being completed in the Delta-Menominee County 
Areas. The first screening was held at the YMCA in 
Escanaba, Michigan at the annual “Youth Fitness Day” 
hosted by the YMCA of Delta County and the Delta 
County Jaycees during their annual Easter Carnival on 
Saturday, March 27th.

Members of three area Lions Clubs joined forces to 
conduct the vision screening at the free event that was 
designed for children of all ages and includes a bounce 
house, games, Easter egg decorating, and a visit from 
the Easter Bunny. Last year more than 400 children 
attended the event. During the four hour program, 
Lions Judy Davis of the Heart of the North Lions 
Club and Willie LaMarche of the Wells Lions Club 
were able to screen 50 children from 1 – 5 years of 
age before having to refer others to another scheduled 
screening due to running out of film.

Lion’s members Bruce LaBelle (Bark River), Diane 
Norton, Judith Racette, Donna Tourangeau (Heart 
of the North) and Richard Collins (Wells) Lions 
Club assisted with the education of the program to 
the public and the recruitment of the children for the 

screening. Along with providing the screenings, they 
helped educate the parents, grandparents and children 
on the importance of screening preschool aged 
children. The Lions have partnered with the YMCA 
for a number of years with this year producing the 
largest number of Vision Screening. The gym area of 
the YMCA was filled with fun events and activities, 
as well as informational displays. As usual Lion 
Donna Tourangeau worked the crowd and keeping the 
screeners busy.

The next screening occurred on April 21st at the Bark 
River-Harris Schools during the annual kindergarten 
screening for the upcoming school year. The Lions 
have partnered with the school in their annual 
screening of the pre-kindergarten children and their 
siblings. With the assistance of the school staff, Lion 
Bruce LaBelle of the Bark River Lion Club was able 
to screen 44 children during the registration testing.

On Saturday, April 24th, Lions again joined forces at 
the Delta Plaza at the annual Children Fun Fest event. 
Lions from the Escanaba, Daggett and the Heart to the 
North Lions Club assisted by the Bark River-Harris 
Schools National Honor Society conducted free vision 
screening from 10AM to 2 PM. The Honor Society 
was asked to assist with this screening due to the 
majority of the area trained screeners were attending 
the Single District 10 Convention in Marquette.

The members (Riley Klee, Hilary VanEnkevort and 
Alyssa Mooers) were excited and happy to assist 
the Lions with the screening. They assisted with 
the recruitment and escort of the children to the 
screeners. The honor students earned service hours 
by volunteering their help. Using a special camera, 
Lions Evelyn Hanson and Donna Kehoe, took a photo 
of each child's eyes. The group was able to screen 
over thirty children. Lions Nancy Porath, Heart of 
the North Lions Club assisted with the paperwork 
and Escanaba Lions Members Dick Marenger, Bill 

Lions Judy Davis and Bruce LaBelle with two of the 
50 children that was screened at the YMCA.
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Mathers and James Hausmann man the information/
sign-in table during the event.

On Saturday, May 1st the Lions screened an additional 
71 pre-school children at the Central Elementary 
School in Iron Mountain, Michigan during the annual 
“One Big Day for Little Kids”. The annual event 
features free bike helmets, fittings and safety course, 
the Iron Mountain Fire Department Fire Safety House, 
Health, Education, craft and product booths with fun 
activities for the kids to name a few. The event is 
sponsored by the Dickinson County Healthcare system 
and the Family Center of Florence. Iron Mountain 
Lions Samantha Riedel (Gather), Lynne McClure 
(Registration), Sharon Nebauer and Scott McClure 
(Screeners) were assisted by Wells Lion Willie 
LaMarche (Screener) and Bark River Lion Bruce 
LaBelle (Supervisor).  

The free vision screenings are completed by taking 
two photos of the child in a semi darkened area with 
an MTI photo screener, which is a large instamatic 
camera. These pictures are then sent to the state 
Project KidSight office located in the Children’s 
Hospital in Detroit. The screenings (photos) are 
read by an eye doctor who is trained to read these 
screenings. The results are then sent directly to 
the parents of the child. They receive notification 
that the screening was either “good” and they are 
recommended to be screened again in 2 years or they 
are recommended to make an appointment with a 
local eye doctor for testing. This screening is provided 
by the local Lion’s clubs at a cost of $3 per child for 
the cost of the film. Donations to the District Project 
KidSight fund cover the cost of the film which is over 
$500 per case.

The MTI Photo Screener detects vision disorders that 
can lead to amblyopia including near-sightedness, 
farsightedness, astigmatism, strabismus, and cataracts. 
No other adequate methodology to identify serious 
eye disorders in infants, toddlers and other difficult-
to-screen children exists. The Photo Screener works 
effectively on young children and developmentally 
challenged individuals without dilation of the eyes or 
head restraint. Amblyopia or “lazy eye” is the leading 
cause of monocular blindness. It develops rapidly in 
the first three years of life and is treatable if detected 
early, usually by age five. Most children get their first 
vision test at age 5 or 6, often too late for corrective 
treatment of amblyopia. By the time the child reaches 
seven years of age, treatment for amblyopia is 
virtually ineffective and blindness can occur.

If you wish to schedule an eye screening during any 
activity that brings young children together, please 
let Project KidSight Chairpersons PDG Jenny Ware 
know. Club members can be trained to use the camera, 
or arrangements can be made to help your club. 
Single District 10 has 3 MTI Photo Screener cameras 

available for use within our District. Put these cameras 
to use and possibly save a child’s sight. It may be your 
child or grandchild sight you save. You will be asked 
to pay for the film, which amounts to about $3.00 each 
photo.

Is your Lions Club involved with the Project? If not, 
Why Not? Should you like to schedule a screening or 
should you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact Lion Jenny Ware, Chair, at (906)474-9055 
or email her at pdg10jen@hotmail.com. PDG Ware 
can schedule a training session to train your members.

Photo courtesy of Jillian Jamison, Daily Press
Escanaba Lions Club members Dick Marenger, left, 
and Bill Mathers. Behind them are, from left: Bark 
River-Harris National Honor Society members Riley 
Klee, Hilary VanEnkevort and Alyssa Mooers, along 
with Heart of the North Lions Club member Nancy 
Porath, Daggett Lions Club member Evelyn Hanson, 
and Menominee Lions Club member Donna Kehoe 
(Hanson’s daughter). 

Picture L to R:  Lions Bruce LaBelle, Samantha 
Riedel, Sharon Neubauer, Lynne McClure, Scott 
McClure and Willie LaMarche.
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Rapid River Lions Event A Success
Funding for Bay Cliff Health Camp continues

By Jillian Jamison, Daily Press

Rapid River Lions Club hosted its 11th annual Bay 
Cliff Health Camp fund-raiser Thursday, April 8, at 
the club house in Rapid River. Rapid River Lions Club 
members Ralph Lundquist and Jack Holzworth, event 
organizers, were pleased with the evening's turnout, 
activities and total funds received in support of Bay 
Cliff.

A crowd of 170 people streamed through the doors 
to enjoy the homemade dinner fare, which receives 
high praise each year from event patrons. The club's 
locally-famous venison meatballs topped the menu 
list, which included ham, turkey and trimmings, 
a commemorative Bay Cliff cake and the much-
anticipated homemade Swedish rye bread baked by 
Lion Holzworth. An impressive 90 percent of the 
food items used for the meal was donated by area 
businesses. The meal was served by Lions Club and 
Auxiliary members and volunteers.

While they dined, attendees enjoyed the vocal 
entertainment of Escanaba composer/musician 
Jesse Lee Schmidt. Schmidt, who shared several 
original pieces with the audience. Schmidt entered 
into a contract in 2009 with Enter Action Studios of 
Hollywood, when the company purchased works of 
his for use in the big-screen production "Life with 
the Dweegans." Schmidt was accompanied by local 
resident Jessica Derouin, who performed the National 
Anthem and sang harmony.

Following Schmidt's set, longtime event favorites and 
past Bay Cliff campers Erika and Emily Cretens sang 
a few favorite numbers for the crowd, which received 
them warmly.

Bay Cliff Health Camp Executive Director Tim 
Bennett addressed the crowd, explaining the benefits 
of the camp and the services it provides to children 
of all ages who have disabilities. The emphasis of the 
camp's staff and counselors is on helping each and 
every camper learn to live a happier, healthier, more 
independent life. Bennett's explanations were well 
illustrated in a PowerPoint presentation that brought 
to life the camp's instilment of hope, self-confidence 
and achievement of both goals and dreams held by 

campers who attend Bay Cliff.

Amid all the activity of the evening, which also 
included raffles and a 50/50 drawing, was well-known 
Escanaba resident Col. Dan Samson, who engaged 
the crowd in some competitive bidding for items that 
were donated for the event. Area businesses, civic 
organizations and private parties graciously gave 
goods, many of which were hand-crafted (quilts, 
furniture, artwork, etc.). All proceeds from the auction 
were added to the evening's total intake of funds.

By the close of the event, funds amassed a total of 
$6,222, of which $747 was donated by individuals and 
other organizations in attendance. In the eleven years 
of this fundraiser over $66,500 has been raised. CEO 
Tim Bennett presented the Rapid River Lions with a 
picture taken last year at the camp with some of the 
campers and those Rapid River Lions present in front 
of the new front gate which the Rapid River Lions 
donated the funds for.  Total cost for this project was 
$25,000.

Rapid River Lions Club is thankful to all who donated 
items for the raffles and auction. They are also grateful 
to the media for promoting the annual fund-raiser. 
According to Lundquist, the event would not have 
been possible without the generosity of these entities. 
It is the public's continued support of Bay Cliff Health 
Camp that makes this fund-raiser an annual success. It 
is the caring of these same donors that helps campers 
realizes their dreams.

If your Lions club has not visited Bay Cliff Health 
Camp yet then I urge you to talk it up at your next 
meeting and make the trip up there this June 30th 
for Lions Day. For details about the annual Bay Cliff 
fund-raiser, contact Ralph Lundquist, 474-6983, or 
Jack Holzworth, 474-6012.
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Single District 10 Convention
By Bruce LaBelle, District Editor

The 88th annual Single District 10 Lions Convention 
was held at the Holiday Inn in Marquette, MI on 
April 23, 24 & 25, 2010. This year’s convention was 
jointly hosted by four Lions Clubs in the Marquette 
area; the Chocolay Township, Gwinn, Marquette and 
Skandia Lions Clubs. The Lions of Michigan District 
10 encompasses the entire Upper Peninsula and 
includes 60 Lions Clubs and over 1,800 members. The 
weekend was filled with many activities for the Lions 
in attendance and offered an opportunity to renew old 
friendship and create new ones. The Lions enjoyed 
the companionship and camaraderie during the entire 
weekend. Many Lions arrived in the Marquette Area 
a day early to relax and enjoy each others company 
prior to the weekend activities commencing.

The Holiday Inn was the Convention Headquarters as 
well as the location of all of the Convention activities. 
Registration was completed in the Lobby of the Hotel 
were the attendees received their convention packets 
and were able to view displays from Bay Cliff Health 
Camp, Leader Dog,  Michigan Eye Bank Organ Donor 
Registry, Michigan All-State Band, Project KidSight, 
Teaching Family Homes of Upper Michigan, USA/
Canada Lions Leadership Forum and Lions Trading 
Pins. The lobby was an excellent area for the displays 
as it allowed all Hotel guests to view the various 
projects of the Lions of the Upper Peninsula. This 
allowed many people who were not Lions to be 
exposed to what Lions do.

The annual event officially began on Friday afternoon 
with the members of the cabinet assembling in the 
motel lounge at 1:30 PM to conduct the 4th Cabinet 

Meeting of the year. The Cabinet meeting progressed 
smoothly and efficiently with all of the Zone 
Chairpersons and the forty-two District Committees 
making their reports and recommendations to the 
Cabinet. The members of the cabinet discussed both 
the new and old businesses of the District. Candidates 
for the positions of the District Governor, 1st Vice 
District Governor, Lions of Michigan Service 
Foundation Trustees and the International Director 
were introduced and certifications verified. 

District Governor Don Wojakowski also took the 
opportunity to present some of the many awards that 
would be presented over this weekend.  The 100% 
Secretary Award was presented to three Secretaries 
of the District; Norman Muench (Drummond Island), 
Joe Baczkowski (Marquette) and Alfred LaMaire 
(Newberry). The Governor’s Appreciation Award 
was presented to PDG Bob ST. Peter (Dafter) for 
his sincere and devoted effort for his work with 
the Hearing & Speech Program. The Governors 
Appreciation Award was presented to Tom Lanaville 
(Bark River) and Joe Baczkowski (Marquette). The 
Editor Award was given to Bruce LaBelle (Bark 
River).

Mix & Meet

The opening night of the District Convention was 
well attended. The Lions members and their guests 
began arriving at the Convention Center for a night 
of socialization and entertainment with the social 
hour at 6:30, giving the attendees plenty of time to 
view the various displays and ask questions of the 
booth attendants as well as preview the silent auction 
items. The Mix & Meet featured a buffet supper, 
entertainment along with 50/50 raffles and silent 
auctions that ran throughout the weekend. 
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Business Session

Saturday morning began with the Lions members and 
delegates gathering in the Hotel lounge to conduct 
the General Business Session. District Governor Don 
Wojakowski called the meeting to order at 9 AM 
with Vice District Governor Gary Klop giving the 
invocation. Following the Pledge of Allegiance and 
invocation the dignitaries and guests were introduced. 
Special Guests included Carroll Jackson (Leader 
Dog), Mary Brown (State Secretary), Robert Chabie 
(Michigan Eye Bank), PDG Dr. Gary Anderson 
(MD11) and Brain Shepherd (Welcome Homes). 
International Director Art Marson and his wife Lion 
Joann were unexpectedly absent from the Business 
Meeting as they were still traveling to Marquette. 
They were in delayed due to the Iceland volcano 
eruption which delayed their travel by several days 

PDG George Kelly started the evening out by 
leading the Lions in their theme song, “Home on 
the Range”. The buffet dinner began at 7 PM with 
the entertainment portion of the program provided 
by “Black Pearl” at 8 PM. A large contingent of the 
membership dance the night away. They also renewed 
old friendships and formed new ones this evening. 
There was plenty of laughter and joking around and 
plenty of camaraderie as well.

Following the Mix & Meet activities, the Lions 
members retired to the hospitality room hosted by 
District Governor Don Wojakowski, Vice District 
Governor Gary Klop, Vice District Governor 
Candidate Jim Wash and International Director 
Candidate Duane Goltz. Many of the members 
remained here into the early hours of the morning.

after attending the International Board of Directors 
meeting in Hamburg, Germany from April 10-15th.

The Credentials Report was given by PDG Larry 
Klaus. The preliminary report showed 32 Lions 
Clubs were represented, with 160 Lions registered. 
There were 87 certified delegates and 19 Past District 
Governors in attendance. 

PCC Sara Doubleedee read the Rules Committee 
Report which included the Order of Business, 
Deviation for the Order of Business, First Order of 
Business, Second Order of Business, Parliamentary 
Procedure, Quorum, Resolutions, Amendments to the 
Constitution, Limitations on the Speakers, Duties of 
the Sergeants-At-Arms Suspension of the Rules and 
the Call for Nominations. 

The District Financial Report was presented by the 
Cabinet Treasurer Bruce LaBelle and placed on 
file. The Proposed 2010-11 budget was reviewed 
and approved by the delegation. Treasurer LaBelle 
reviewed a chart showing membership trends in 
District 10 over the past 15 years as well as reviewed 
the Governors Recap report and Monthly Membership 
Reporting History from Lions International showing 
the monies past due to  Lions International and past 
due reports from various Lions Clubs of District 10. 
The 16-page financial report can be viewed by going 
to the district website www.district10lions.org. The 
complete Single District 10 Convention Report will 
also be posted on the website when completed.

There were several committee members that requested 
permission to present their reports to the full 
membership during the Business Session. PDG Jenny 
Ware made reports on the Michigan All-State Band 
and the Project KidSight Program. She reported that 
since SD10 started Project KidSight in June 2006, the 
Lions of District 10 have screened 1656 preschool 
age children with 41 referrals for further testing. The 
vision screenings continue to expand across the Upper 
Peninsula as more Lions Clubs are becoming involved 
with the project. The latest Lions Clubs to be trained 
are Brimley, Manistique Lakes, Newberry and Sault 
Sainte Marie, enabling screenings to be completed 
on the eastern portion of the District. Lions Bill 
MacLachlan, Alfred Lamaire and PDG Bob St. Peter 
were thanked for helping to setup trainings, assuring 
screeners were trained and that screenings were held. 
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PDG Ware also thanked the 22 Lions Clubs have 
donated $2,556 to operations of Project KidSight. 

The Michigan All-State Band will be sending 50 
band students and 5 band staff members to the Lions 
International Convention in Sydney, Australia this 
summer. This will be the 33rd consecutive Lions 
Convention for the Michigan All-State Band. No other 
band in the world is able to make this statement. Of 
the 50 students, Single District 10 is proud to have 
5 members in the band from the Escanaba and Bark 
River areas. The All-State band is not an honors band 
and is open to all Michigan students currently in 
grades 9-12 and members of their high school band 
are eligible to audition.  Any Michigan student who is 
home schooled but participates in a band program or 
is currently taking private lessons may also audition.  
Performers may audition on any marching band wind 
instrument or percussion instrument.  Performers 
may also audition for color guard or dance positions. 
Additional information can be obtained on the states 
website www.lionsofmi.com.

Bay Cliff Health Camp Co-chairs Kris and William 
Rowe reported that a Rapid River Wild Game Feed 
was held on April 8, 2010 benefiting Bay Cliff Health 
Camp raised over $6,000.  It was a wonderful event 
with great community support. Five former and 
current campers were in attendance. They pointed 
out that almost every club in the district has a camper 
that has been to Bay Cliff, which makes it a local 
project, even though it is listed as a District one.  They 
stated that $152,275 has been raised towards the 
goal of $400,000 from the SD10 Lions for the Shady 
Nook Project that the District adopted in 1994 and 
an additional $7,724 has been donated this year for 
operations of the camp. Kris Rowe announced that she 
will be running the Green Bay CellCom Marathon on 
May 16th and is taking pledges for the Shady Nook 
Capital Campaign.

Lions Pride Day is scheduled for Saturday, July 31st. 
As has been done in previous years, each club is 
encouraged to send a representative to present a check, 
along with a stuffed toy lion to the staff at the camp. 
The toy lions are used as awards and incentives for 
campers. They will be distributed at the end of the 
season, as determined by the camp staff. The District 
continues to raise monies for the Shady Nook Project.

PDG Bob St. Peter gave reports on the District 
Hearing and Speech and the Hearing Aide Program 
that is available through the Lions of Michigan Service 
Foundation and Lion International. He reported that 
18 Lions Clubs contributed $1450 to the Hearing 
and Speech program this year which will benefit the 
Upper Peninsula Intermediate School Districts across 
the Upper Peninsula. PDG St. Peter talked about how 
successful that the Hearing Aid program ahs been and 
the number of hearings aids that he has assisted in 
obtaining under the program.

PDG Harold Schermer of the Wells Lions Club present 
an update of his work on starting a Lions Club in 
the Gladstone/Rapid River Area and asked for some 
assistance from the district in his recruitment efforts. 
This Lions Club will be the third all woman’s Lion 
Club in Single District 10.

PDG Bob Miller of the Nominations & Elections 
Committee gave the Nominations Report. There were 
four positions to fill, with written ballots to be cast 
for all four. All candidates meet the requirements of 
the office for which they are running. For the office of 
1st Vice District Governor, there was one candidate, 
James Wash from the Vulcan-Norway-Loretto Lions 
Club. The only candidate for District Governor was 
Gary Klop from the Pickford Lions Club. For a 1-year 
Trustee of the Michigan Lions Service Foundation 
position, there were three candidates, PDG Duane 
Goltz from the Drummond Island Lions Club, PDG 
Joseph Potvin from the Bark River Lions Club and 
Mike Kobasic of the Escanaba Lions Club. For 
the 2-year Trustee of the Michigan Lions Service 
Foundation, there was one candidate, Bruce LaBelle 
from the Bark River Lions Club. PDG Duane Goltz 
also was seeking the nomination and support of 
the District 10 Lions for a position of a candidate 
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for International Director. After the completion of 
nominations, the delegates cast their votes for the 
officers that will lead the District for the coming year. 
The office of 2nd Vice District Governor remains 
vacant as there was no candidate for the position. 
Members of the Sergeant-At-Arms Committee 
dispersed, collected and counted the ballots. 

Service Foundation and Bruce LaBelle for the 2-year 
term. Acceptance speeches were made from each of 
the newly elected officers.

Additionally, PDG Duane Goltz from the Drummond 
Island Lions Club who was seeking endorsement 
from the Lions of SD 10 to run for the office of 
International Director. He meets the qualifications 
of the position and has been endorsed by his Lions 
Club. The delegates assembled voted to endorse the 
candidacy of PDG Goltz. 

A bid to host the 2012 convention on April 27th – 
May 29th in Harris was presented by the Bark River 
Lions Club and approved by the delegation. The 
2011 convention will be hosted by the Ishpeming & 
Ishpeming Tri-Township Lions Club April 29 – May 1.

With all the business completed, a motion was made 
to pay the bills and adjourn the meeting.

While the votes were being counted for the various 
elected positions, District Governor Wojakowski took 
the opportunity to recognize and honor some of the 
Lions members of Single District 10. He recognized 
two Lions Club Secretaries for the 100% Secretary 
Award, Lions Patti Ledford of the Heart of the North 
Lions Club and Lion Alice Majestic of the Power-
Spalding Lions Club. He also presented 10 members 
the Bronze Citizenship Award Medal for their service 
this past year. The recipients of this award were Don 
Meyers for Liaison (Sault Ste, Marie Lions), Larry 
Klaus for Michigan Eye Bank (Chocolay Township 
Lions), Kris & William Rowe for Bay Cliff Health 
Camp (Gwinn Lions), Jenny Ware for Project 
KidSight & Michigan All-State Band (Days River 
Lions ), Willie LaMarche for Diabetes Outreach & 
Tail Twister (Wells Lions), Al LaMaire for Trading 
Pins & Zone Chairman (Newberry Lions), Don 
Connors for Zone Chairman (Crystal Falls Lions), 
Ed Vinoski for keeping the club together (Bessemer 
Lions) and Art Anderson for Long Range Planning 
(Marquette Lions).

PDG Robert Miller announced the winners of 
elections. VDG Gary Klop was elected District 
Governor for 2010-2011, and James Wash was elected 
1st Vice District Governor. Mike Kobasic was elected 
to a 1-year term as Trustee of the Lions of Michigan 

Awards Luncheon

The Awards Luncheon was presided over by the 
Master of Ceremonies PCC Sara Doubledee. The 
luncheon continued the format that the Heart of the 
North Lions began in 2008 with the partners of the 
Lions members joining the members for the Awards 
Luncheon. Lion Melissa Wilson lead the membership 
in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance and PDG George 
Kelly leading the members in the singing of “America 
the Beautiful” and “Home on the Range”. The 
Convention Chairman Lion Jim Manyen gave the 
invocation prior to the introduction of the head table 
and lunch.
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PCC Sara Doubledee introduced the head table, 
District Governor Don Wojakowski, his wife Lion 
Jean and daughter Dona Salerno, VDG Gary Klop 
and wife Judy, PCC Gary Anderson and wife Lion 
Cheryl, Lion Melissa Wilson and Lion Jim Manyen. 
Lion Jim Manyen welcomed all of the Lions and their 
guests to Marquette and the 88th Annual SD10 Lions 
Convention.

Following lunch, PDG George Kelly once again 
directed the membership in the singing of the Districts 
Song, “Home on the Range” prior to the afternoon 
program. 

The luncheon speaker was Lion Dr. Gary Anderson 
from the Grand Rapids Lions Club. PCC Anderson 
has been a member of the Grand Rapids Lions 
Club for 25 years. He has held many Lions Club 
offices through his years as a Lion. These positions 
include Club President, Region Chair, Vice District 
Governor, District Governor, Council Chair and 
numerous district committee chairs. Internationally, 
he has served on eighteen vision mission trips to 
India, Colombia and Central America. He has also 
moderated and presented at the USA/Canada Forums. 
Lion Dr. Gary holds the distinguished S.A. Dodge 
Award for MD-11, an International Presidential Medal, 
an International Leadership Medal, 6 International 
President Recognition Certificates and is a Progressive 
Melvin Jones Fellow.

inventorying of the glasses in the computers and boxes 
to be shipped for the mission. Dr. Anderson along 
with a contingent of Lions and doctors traveled to 
the Dominican Republic at a cost of $1000/each to 
conduct the vision screening. He described how the 
team was broken up to perform the various steps of 
the screening process and the large number of people 
that they evaluated in a very short period of time 
with the assistance of local Lions members that act 
as translators. Each vision evaluation last only 3-4 
minutes and is not the type of vision testing that we 
are accustomed to here in the United States. During 
this mission, the team conducted 660 exams per day 
with 2650 people being tested and fitted with glasses 
in the short time that they were there. There have been 
70,000 people served by the Lions Vision Missions 
in the 26 years history of the missions. His slideshow 
presentation was very interesting and informative 
on what is involved in a vision mission. After the 
presentation, Dr. Anderson fielded many questions 
from the audience. If you are interested in being a 
part of one of these missions, contact our District 
Governor or a Cabinet member and they can assist you 
in contacting the Dr. Gary Anderson.

Following the program, District Governor Wojakowski 
made special presentations to ten members of the 
Convention Committee. He presented each of them a 
Limited Edition 1955 Thunderbird Model Collectors 
Car. The recipients were Lion Bill Rowe of the Gwinn 
Lions Club, PDG Larry Klaus and Lion Pete LaRue 
and Convention Chair Jim Manyen of the Chocolay 
Township Lions Club, Lions Lee Berglund and 
Ronald Stenfors of the Skandia Lions Club as well 
as PCC Sara Doubledee, President Deborah Bengry, 
Lions Joseph Baczkowski and Art Anderson of the 
Marquette Lions. 

The Governor also presented the “Certificate of 
Service” awards to two Committee Members in 
recognition of outstanding District leadership in 
furthering the program that they chaired this past year. 
Lion Willie LaMarche for his work on the Diabetes 
Awareness and Action and PDG Bob St. Peter for his 
work with the Hearing Preservation, Awareness and 
Action. The Governor also presented the “Excellence 
in Effort” Award to PDG Jenny Ware for Sight 
Preservation, Awareness and Action. VDG Gary Klop 
received the Recognition Award for his work with the 
Youth Exchange Program.

Dr. Anderson’s luncheon presentation was given on 
the Lions of Michigan Vision Mission trip to the 
Dominican Republic in 2010. Lion Gary talked about 
what is involved in the preparation for the missions 
from the gathering of the recycled eyeglasses to 
the sorting and cleaning of them. As well as the 
determination of the prescriptions, packaging and 
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Three members of District 10 were presented “The 
International President Certificate of Appreciated” for 
recognition of distinguished achievements in fulling 
the service missions of Lions clubs for Campaign 
SightFirst II.  Past President Jill Krah of the Marquette 
and Past President Bill Hennigan of the Ishpeming 
Lions Club received “Club President Award” for being 
in the top five for obtaining exemplary per capitia 
giving to the Campaign. Joseph Baczkowski of the 
Marquette Lions received the “Group Coordinator” 
Award. These awards were from the Past International 
Director Jimmy Ross.

Following the adjournment of the Awards Luncheon, 
the Lions member had the opportunity to attend a 
number of breakout training sessions. Initially there 
were six sessions to be conducted from 1:30 PM 
– 3:15 PM. Two of the sessions were going to be 
presented by the International Director Art Marson 
(Open Forum) and JoAnn Marson (Multiple Roles 
as the Spouse of an ID). These two programs had to 
be dropped as the International Director and his wife 
were still in route to Marquette due to delays caused 
by the Iceland volcano. Thankfully the ID Art Marson 
and wife Lion Joann were able to arrive for the 
Governors Banquet.

The other four sessions were (1) How to Approach 
Prospective Members (Lions Ambassador Program) 
presented by PCC Gary Anderson and Moderated by 
PDG Duane Goltz; (2) Club President and Officer 
Orientation presented by PDG Jim Decremer and 
PDG Harold Schemer; (3) Club Secretary Orientation 
presented by PDG Jim Decremer and PDG Harold 
Schemer and (4) Leader Dog Presentation with Carroll 
Jackson. 

Mr. Jackson was not only a presenter of the Leader 
Dog for the Blind Program; he has a Leader Dog 
himself called “Hunter”.  Mr. Jackson attendance at 
this year convention was a great opportunity for the 
Lions to get to know what the Leader Dog program 
does and how it affects the lives of those who receive 
a Leader Dogs. Mr. Jackson had a display in the lobby 
during the duration of the convention in which he 
manned with his companion Hunter. He personally 
showed us how a Leader Dog can give a person their 
freedom. Many thanks go to Carroll Jackson for 
traveling to our District Convention and educating 
our membership on this vital program. For additional 
information on the Leader Dog program contact PDG 
Jack Holzworth at (906) 474-6012 or visit www.
leaderdog.org.

 
The Lions members and their guests were also 
treated to an Antique Car show that the Gwinn Lions 
Club organized. The Antique Car show was held in 
the Convention Center (Holiday Inn) parking lot. 
The Lions members were encouraged to view the 
vehicles and cast a vote for best car. Governor Don 
Wojakowski was planning on driving his 1955 Chevy 
to the convention for the show however had to turn 
back due to a dashboard electrical fire. 

Many Lions members gathered in the Hospitality 
Room for socialization and a few drinks between the 
Awards Luncheon and the Governor’s Banquet. 

Governor’s Banquet

On Saturday evening, the Lions and their guests once 
again gathered to meet the International Director Art 
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Marson and his wife JoAnn for a brief period of time 
prior to the commencement of the formal Governor’s 
Banquet. With everyone dressed in their finest, the 
Governor’s Banquet began with the Parade of Banners 
representing the 32 Lions Clubs attending this year’s 
convention. PCC Bill Whippen presided over the 
event as the Master of Ceremonies. PDG Larry Klaus 
lead the congregation in the Pledge of Allegiance and 
PDG George Kelly leading the singing of “America”. 
The invocation was given by DGE Gary Klop prior to 
PCC Whippen introducing the head table and specials 
guests.

International Director Art Marson and wife JoAnn, 
DG Don Wojakowski, his wife Jean and daughter 
Dona, VDE Gary Klop and wife Judy, PDG Larry 
Klaus and PDG Whippen’s wife Janet was seated at 
the head table. Special guests were State Secretary 
Mary Brown, PDG Dr. Gary Anderson and wife 
Cheryl, DG MD11-B2 Al Vredberg and his first lady 
Nancy, Welcome Homes Brain Shepherd and Leader 
Dog Carroll Jackson. 

ID Marson pointed out the impact of a single 
individual can accomplish locally in the Midwest 
while giving examples such as the impact of Lisa 
Johnson had with the Chippewa School system in 
Wisconsin, the 25 vision missions of Optometrist from 
Wisconsin have made, the recent vision transplant of 
a 10-year Iraq child that was started by Sergeant John 
Kempen . Sergeant Kempen found help from Lions 
with assistance from his mother in Wisconsin who 
contacted her local Lions club, which worked with 
the Lions of Wisconsin, Lions Clubs International and 
Lions in Jordan to arrange for child to fly to the USA 
to be evaluated at the Eye Clinic of Wisconsin. When 
doctors discovered child would need two corneal 
transplants, Lions explained the situation to the Lions 
Eye Bank of Wisconsin and Aspirus Wausau Hospital, 
who agreed to donate the corneas and surgeries.

ID Marson also discussed International President 
Wirfs’ theme, Move to Grow, which expresses the 
thought that all things need momentum in order to 
progress. The adaptable ginkgo tree represents this 
idea, and symbolizes hope and peace. Like Lions 
Clubs International, the ginkgo has an esteemed 
heritage, longevity, value and global abundance. It is 
this basic concept “move to grow” with the ginkgo 
tree and leaf as its symbol. The ginkgo is a symbol 
of hope and love, and a monument of peace and 
environmental protection and even considered a vision 
aid. The ginkgo tree has in fact been declared the 
“millennium” tree. When taking into consideration its 
other characteristics of esteemed heritage, longevity, 
adaptability, utility, sustainability, and global 
abundance, it’s easy to see a correlation between the 
ginkgo tree and Lions Clubs International.

Compared to the origins and lifespan of the ginkgo, 
Lions Clubs International is still in its infancy. 
As a global organization dedicated to promoting 
international understanding, we must symbolically 
plant a ginkgo at every opportunity. The sapling 
has to be planted and nurtured world-wide in an 
appropriate manner with good soil, sunshine and 
water. Like a ginkgo tree, our programs must be a 
sustainable resource that will stand the test of time. 
Always mindful of our motto, “We Serve,” we 
must continue to plant seeds of understanding and 
enduring community service, and cultivate a clear and 
consistent message of purpose. This involves effort, 
momentum, action and a NEED TO MOVE.

Following dinner, PCC Bill Whippen introduced the 
International Director Art Marson. ID Marson who 
grew up in the Calument, Michigan and now resides 
in LaCrosse, Wisconsin who was the featured speaker. 
He commented on his travel problems from the Board 
of Directors meeting in Hamburg, Germany due to the 
volcano eruption in Iceland then the additional delay 
stateside when a bird hit the plane resulting in the 
cancellation of the flight from LaCrosse to Marquette.

ID Marson talked about the “Every Day Heroes” 
among us, the Dedication of Service and the 
International Presidents “Move to Grow” Program as 
well as the International Presidents’ Ginkgo Award.
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To grow membership, Lions need a dual strategy; 
extending clubs and improving retention. The goal 
of this campaign is to increase the average size 
of existing clubs within a district by bring in new 
members, solve retention problems, revive clubs at 
risk of suspension and energize our clubs. All clubs 
can grow if given the right encouragement and helpful 
advice. 

He also gave some statistics on the Lions 
Organization; the average club donates $13,576; $620 
million cash is donated annually worldwide with 
an additional $240 million donated in services, 819 
hours/week donated in community service. He also 
spoke briefly on the 2 million dollars in emergency 
grants from LCIF.

Following the keynote speaker, the International 
Director and District Governor got down to the 
business of recognizing the exceptional Lions 
of Single District 10 with various awards and 
presentations.

International Director Marson presented his friendship 
banners to DG Wojakowski, DGE Klop and PCC Sara 
Doubledee.

International Director Art Marson presented the 3rd 
Highest Lions Award, the International President’s 
Leadership Medal to Tom Lanaville from the Bark 
River Lions Club and Joe Baczkowski from the 
Marquette Lions Club.

The district’s highest recognition, the “Ralph M 
Sheehan Distinguished Service Award” was bestowed 
on exceptional Lion who has served his community 
and district in many capacities for over last 36 years. 
This year’s recipient was PDG Bob St. Peter of the 
Dafter Lions Club. PDG St. Peter was escorted to the 
podium to receive the award by two previous award 
winners PDG Joseph Potvin and PDG Jim Decremer. 
See related article on Page 25.

DG Wojakowski presented the ID Marson with a 
few gifts; a Limited Edition Red 1955 Thunderbird 
Model Collectors Car and a display case with all of the 
District 10 Trading Pins from this year. He presented 
JoAnn Marson with a box of candy from Sayklly’s. 
He also presented candy to PCC Dr. Gary Anderson, 
DGE Gary Klop, VDE Jim Wash, DG MD11-B2 
Al Vredberg and State Secretary Mary Brown. PCC 
Anderson was also presented a gift of District 10 
Trading Pins for the year 2010.

The International Presidents Certificate of 
Appreciation” was presented to Lions Tom Lanaville, 
Joseph Baczkowski and Art Anderson in recognition 
of distinguished achievements in fulfilling the service 
mission of Lions Clubs.

Governor Don presented a special award to three 
members that provided him assistance and guidance 
during his term as Governor. He stated that he wanted 
to do something different than give a plague for the 
wall so he purchased a Model Lion mounted on a 
solid polished walnut base with a brass engraving. 
He presented these to PCC Sara Doubledee, PCC Bill 
Whippen and Lion Roger Fries.

District Governor Don his most cherished award for 
the evening for last presentation. DG Don presented 
his wife Lion Jean a 1-1/4” 3-tier rhinestone pendant 
and silver 5/16” Lions emblem on 18” silver chain and 
thanked for her support and encouragement during the 
past two years. Lion Jean assisted Governor Don in 
picking the item out thinking it was for someone else. 
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DG Don later had his daughter go and purchase the 
item for him. He emphasized that a District Governors 
could not do the job without the support of their 
wife’s, family and other Lions members. He thanked 
everyone that had helped him the past few years and 
asked them to help assist the incoming District and 
Vice District Governors.   

DG Wojakowski presented District Governor Elect 
Gary Klop a gavel and his Governor’s patch. He also 
presented Vice District Governor Elect Jim Wash the 
Vice District Governors patch. Peter conducted the necrology service with Marquette 

Lions Club President Debra Bengry playing a melody 
of “Just a closer walk with Thee”, “Amazing Grace”, 
“Whispering Hope”, “In the Garden”, “Old Rugged 
Cross” and “Just as I am” on the piano during the hour 
long program. As the memorial roll call was read, 
honoring the Lions members who passed away during 
the year, PDG St. Peter eloquently spoke about each 
member. As each member was eulogized, a lighted 
candle was carried to the podium by either a family 
member or a club member and a tree was presented 
to be planted in the memory of the deceased member. 
At the completion of the roll call, PDG St. Peter read 
the poem “The Journey”. After a moment of silence; 
the bell was tolled as each candle was extinguished. 
This ceremony is an extremely powerful and touching 
moment. PDG Bob St. Peter did an outstanding job 
with the presentation as usual. All Lions members 
should attend one of these services honoring our 
deceased members, it something that you will never 
forget.

Following the memorial service, PCC Sara Doubledee 
introduced the head table and Lion Jim Manyen of the 
Chocoloy Lions Club gave the invocation prior to the 
attendees enjoying the breakfast buffet. After the meal, 
the International Director Art Marson addressed the 
group and took questions from the Lions members on 
a number of topics, such as reporting requirements to 
Lions International, Leos Clubs and numerous other 
issues that members had. Vice District Elect Gary 
Klop also briefly addressed the membership.

After the bunch and speeches, the Marquette Lions 
club held their 50/50 raffle drawing in which Lion 
Bernadette Haeusler of the Heart of the North Lions 
Club won the grand prize of a grill. The Heart of the 
North Lions Club presented the International Director 

The silent auction which ran through the weekend was 
closed and the winners were announced for the 36 
items generating approximately $1100.

Before and after the conclusion of the program, the 
group Dave & Julie performed music to dance to. 
Those who stayed enjoyed the music while others 
returned to the hospitality room for a third night of 
socialization.

Necrology

Sunday morning began with the gathering of the 
Past District Governors (PDG) for breakfast and the 
induction of the District Governor Don Wojawoski 
into the Past District Governors Association as well 
as the District Governors of Multiple District 11 that 
attended the convention.

At 9:30 a.m., the Lions of Single District 10 gathered 
for the Necrology Service at which they remembered 
and honored each of the 34 Lions members that had 
passed away since last years convention. PDG Bob St. 
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Art Marson and his wife Lion Joann a set of tickets 
for their Croatian Chicken dinner at their upcoming 

Annual Flea Market/Arts & Craft Sale in June. 
The convention’s Traveling Trophy was claimed by 
the Drummond Island Lions Club. The plaque is 
awarded annually to the club that has traveled the 
furthest and has the most members at the convention 
(Number of members x miles traveled). Any Lion 
Club attending a meeting at the club holding the 
trophy with 5 members can claim the trophy. The 
convention concluded with closing comments from 
DG Don Wojawoski. For all of you who missed 
out, you missed a great time. Congratulations to the 
Chocolay Township, Gwinn, Marquette and Skandia 
Lions Clubs for hosting a great convention. Next 
years convention will be hosted by the Ishpeming and 
Tri-Ishpeming Lions Club. If you have not attended 
a convention, consider attending next year. You will 
not regret it and will learn alot about Lionism. For 
Clubs that have not hosted a convention, consider 
banding together with other Lions Clubs in your area 
and hosting one. The membership would love to see 
one hosted in the Western UP or the Houghton Area. It 
has been a long time since the District Convention has 
been held in that area.

Additional pictures of the Single District 10 Lions 
Convention can be viewed on the District 10 website, 
www.district10lions.org. There are over 500 photos 
posted on the website. If you would like a certain 
picture, contact the District Lions Magazine Editor 
at either (906) 466-2439 or email Bruce.LaBelle@
honeywell.com. High resolution photos can be sent 
either by email or mail. The photos on the website 
have been reduced in size in order to allow them 
to download faster. I would also like to personally 
thank Marquette Lions Club member Bill Davie for 
assisting the Editor with taking pictures throughout the 
Convention. Your assistance was greatly appreciated.

Ralph M. Sheehan
Distinguished Service Award

Single District 10 Lions honors one of its own 
each year at Convention time by presenting the 
Distinguished Ralph M. Sheehan Service Award. The 
Highest Award in SD-10 given to a Lion.

This year was no exception with such a dedicated 
Lion from SD-10. He has been a member for 36 years 
holding all Club Offices and many Committee Chairs 
of projects that made their Club flourish which enables 
them to gave back to their Community with Pride in 
the motto “We Serve”. On the District level, he has 
served as Zone and Region Chairs, Cabinet Secretary, 
District Convention Chair, Project Kidsight Chair, and 
then as Vice District Governor and District Governor 
in 1999-2001 for MD-10.

With his passion of serving with fellow Lions of the 
District he still leads us strong with the Hearing, 
Speech and Work with the Deaf Committee. His voice 
can be carried home with all Lions with the Necrology 
Services given at past Conventions honoring our 
Departed Lions. 

This Lion also gives to the Community thru other 
service projects involving the Elks Lodge #552 and 
High School and Junior Hockey Programs. He also 
leads the Community as Township Trustee, member 
of St Joseph Church and a Successful Businessman. 
Devoted Husband for 42 years, Father of 2 and Grand 
Father of 5. This year’s recipient is Lion Robert “Bob” 
St. Peter, a Charter member of the Drafter Lions Club. 
Congratulations, a well deserved Award from SD-10!! 
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Leader Dog Puppy Visits Local Lions Club

“Farmer”, a one year old black Lab is on his way 
to the Leader Dog School in Rochester, Michigan. 
He visited the Vulcan-Norway-Loretto Lions Club 
recently along with his “family”, John and Shelly 
Gunville of Vulcan. The Gunville’s have raised six 
puppies for the Leader Dog Program to date and 
will have their seventh very soon. Shelley is shown 
receiving a check from the Vulcan-Norway-Loretto 
Lions Club President Matt Doney. The funds will 
be used to help with the Gunville’s expenses in 
transporting “Farmer” to Rochester.

Newberry Lions Support of Leader Dog
By Alfred Lemaire

The Newberry Lions Club is sponsoring its fourth 
puppy being raised for the Michigan Leader Dog for 
the Blind by May and Al Hall of Newberry, Michigan. 
The Halls have raised 19 puppies for the Leader 
Dog School. Their previous dog, “Starr”, was named 
after the Tahquamenon Area Schools STARS reading 
program. “It’s a lot of fun and I wish more people 
would want to raise puppies” commented Hall. You 
can go online to Leader Dog for the Blind website, 
www.leaderdog.org for additional information on the 
program.

Pictured above is trainer Al Hall holding the future 
Leader Dog, “Booker”, a seven week old golden lab 
with Lion Alfred Lemaire (right) presenting the Halls 
with a check to help support the couples work.

Lions Support Organ Donor Registry
By Al Lemaire

Lions James Whalen (left) and Bob Moody (right) of 
the Newberry Lions Club recently joined Vickie Jones, 
Branch Manager at the Secretary of State Office in 
Newberry to promote the organ donation program by 
encouraging Secretary of State customers to sign up 
on the Michigan Organ Donor Registry.  Visit www.
giftoflifemichigan.org to learn more about organ 
donation and to register as a donor.

U.P. Library for the Blind

After 30 years of service, the U.P. Library for the 
Blind & People with Disabilities in Marquette, 
Michigan has closed its doors as of March 1, 2010. 
The U.P. Talking Book library is consolidating with 
the Lansing Service for the Blind & Physically 
Handicapped to achieve a cost-savings.  Change is 
necessary because of a reduction in state aid to public 
libraries.

All of the Library records and reading lists will be 
transferred, so there is nothing for the patrons of the 
Library to do.  Starting in March, individuals will 
notice that their books and machines will be coming 
from Lansing instead of Marquette.  If an individual 
would like to talk to a reader adviser or report an 
address change or have any problem with their 
machine or service, they can connect the new facility 
at 1-800-992-9012. Individuals should have started 
receiving a welcome packet from your new Talking 
Book library.
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Power-Spalding Lions Build Ramp
By Thomas Wells

The Powers-Spalding Lions recently saw a need to 
help a local youth. Jimmie Potvin, 9, was critically 
injured early this year when he slipped on ice and slid 
under a moving bus in Hannahville.

He has been a patient at the Children's Hospital in 
Milwaukee since February 3rd. Since then, the fourth 
grader has undergone several surgeries. Since Jimmie 
would be coming home in a wheelchair and his 
house was not accessible, the Lions worked through 
a weekend to try to bust through the frozen rocky 
ground to get posts in to build the ramp necessary to 
get him into the side door of the home, the only door 
accessible by wheelchair prior to his return home. 
Pictured from left to right are Lions Tom Wells, Gary 
Gagne, Jim Potvin and Dave Patient standing in front 
of the ramp that they constructed.

Rock Lions Host Mother’s Day Buffet
By Joan Kitiuk

HATS OFF to Rock Lion Kathy Wojda and her crew 
for an enjoyable and well-attended special breakfast 
held on Mother’s Day at the Rock Lions Clubhouse.  
The breakfast buffet included all the breakfast 
favorites and a lot more.  Special thanks to all the 
members and volunteers who worked to make this a 
successful endeavor.  The Sunday Breakfast Buffet 
will be held every second Sunday of the month, 
beginning on June 13th.  

Lions Cleanup Island Roads
By Ken Walker

The Drummond Island Lions Club held its annual 
island wide road cleanup on May 17th under sunny 
skies. A total of 36 bags of trash were collected. 
Twenty-one Lions members and partners in service 
cleaned both sides of 19.5 miles of paved roads. Hot 
dogs, fixings and beverages followed at the Town 
Hall. This annual event welcomes all volunteers.  

‘Nothing Getting Done’

There are four people named Everybody, Somebody, 
Anybody and Nobody. There was an important job to 
be done and Everybody was asked to do it. Everybody 
was sure Somebody would do it. Anybody could have 
done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about 
that, because it was Everybody’s job. Everybody 
thought Anybody could do it but Nobody realized that 
Everybody wouldn’t do it. It ended up that Everybody 
blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody 
could have done. 

Thought of the month
Forget about all the reasons why something

may not work.
You only need to find one good reason why it will.

Dr. Robert Anthony
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Buddy days in Marquette
By PDG Larry Klaus

Pictured from left to right are Peggy Lindeman, 
President of the Gwinn Lions Club,  Katelyn Polishuk, 
a sophomore at NMU who is the recipient of one of 
two state wide scholarship grants from Gift of Life, 
her mother, Marlene Breit who is a member of the 
Gwinn Lions Club and Jill Jenner, also a member of 
the Gwinn Lions Club and a kidney recipient.  These 
four Lions members manned the table at the Marquette 
Secretary of State Office from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

This is part of the Donor Registry sponsored by the 
Michigan Eye Bank, The gift of Life, Michigan and 
the Michigan Secretary of State. Jill Jenner had been 
told by her Doctor that she could not donate any 
organs. After checking with the Michigan Eye Bank, 
I was able to inform her that there is no reason for 
her not to sign a donor registry. She cannot donate 
her Kidney, but can donate any other organ.  The best 
thing to do for an organ recipient is to register as a 
donor, and let her situation be evaluated by a doctor at 
her death.

If there are any Lions reading this who are not 
registered as an Organ Donor, they should do soon.  
If you think that you are listed on the donor registry 
and do not have a Heart above the picture on you 
Michigan drivers license, you are no longer registered 
as an organ donor, because the system has been 
changed several years ago. Any one can register on 
line at www.ijoined.org or stop at the nearest Secretary 
of State Office.  Either way it is free.

Chocolay Easter Egg Hunt

The Easter bunny hopped over to Chocolay Township 
Saturday morning to help with the ninth annual 
Chocolay Lions Easter Egg Hunt. Four-hundred kids 
combed the playground at the Silver Creek Church, 
collecting the 5,000 eggs hidden by volunteers.  The 
kids traded their eggs in for candy and prizes.

And kids three and under got to look for eggs in a 
special room, filled with "paper" grass.

"All the hard work, all the worrying, do you have 
enough, do you not?" said Lions Club organizer, Pete 
LaRue.  "When you see those kids take off, it's all 
worth it.  It's just icing on the cake."

The Silver Creek Church and Chocolay Business 
Association helped the Lions with donations for 
the egg hunt, and the Jacyees (Junior Chamber of 
Commerce) volunteered to hand out prizes. The Lions 
gave away over 500 bags of candy, 150 soft stuffed 
toy bunny's to the 3 & under, cider who hunted inside 
and lots of cookies, apple juice donuts and coffee
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Lion Club Honors Graduating Class
By Benny O’Neil

The annual Powers-Spalding Lions Club Pancake 
Breakfast honoring the 2010 North Central Area 
Schools graduates was held at the St. John Neumann 
Parish Hall on Sunday, May 23rd. The all you can eat 
pancakes and sausage was served with fresh maple 
syrup. Approximately 175 participants enjoyed the 
delicious breakfast prepared and served by the Lions 
members. A successful bake sale was held in addition 
to the breakfast. The Chairman Lion Benny O’Neil 
thanks all who participated.

Lions of Michigan Service Foundation
“Bridging The Gap To Service”

The Lions of Michigan Service Foundation provides 
financial assistance and referral services to help 
uninsured and underinsured Michigan residents 
with medical needs.  Funding is provided for sight 
restoration, hearing improvement, medical care/
expenses and medically necessary devices/equipment.  
All applicants must be sponsored by a Michigan Lions 
Club or Lions District.

Financial Assistance per client is normally limited 
to $5,000.  Applications are reviewed quarterly, 
usually in January, May, July and October.  When it is 
deemed detrimental to the health or quality of life of 
an applicant to follow normal procedures, emergency 
assistance may be authorized.

Seeking Hearing Aids

The Lions of Michigan Foundation recycles used 
hearing aids.  The hearing aids are sent to Prairie Labs, 
a leading hearing aid remanufacturer, for credit.  The 
Lions of Michigan Foundation uses the credit earned 
to provide hearing aids to needy Michigan residents.  
Please send your used hearing aids to our office: 5740 
Executive Drive Lansing, Michigan 48911 or provide 
them to your local Lions Club.  For more information, 
call Chad McCann, Executive Director at 517-887-
6640 extension 14.

Open Sunday - Thursday 6 am - 8 pm; Friday 6 am - 9 pm 

Duane & Judie 

906-493-5144 
906-493-5644 Fax 31807 E. Tourist Road 

G. DENNIS BAILEY (906) 493-5232
Fax (906) 493-5229 

yachthaven@lighthouse.net

P.O. BOX 148 
33185 S. WATER ST. 
DRUMMOND ISLAND 
MICHIGAN 49726 

Full Service Marina & Resort 
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Member Retention:
Now you got them so how do you keep them?

Many clubs are looking for ways to keep their members, but may not realize that they may be losing them 
until they notice that meetings are consistently not well attended or that membership numbers decrease from 
month to month. So the question is, when does member retention start? Immediately! The first day a member 
joins, your club has to constantly work to keep members happy and find new and innovative ways to maintain 
member satisfaction. After all, the largest majority of non-renewals come from first-year members with a loss 
rate as high as 50 percent.

Did you know that it’s cheaper to retain a member rather than recruit a new one? Why is that the case? Because 
when a member is lost, two must be recruited to grow so it's double the time, effort, and money to attain the 
desired results. Also, when a member is retained, new growth occurs with every new recruit since it is likely 
that every member will bring in at least one new one. So how can you make this happen for your club? There 
are 6 golden rules that will bring your club retention success:

1. Respond and receive promptly. New members need to feel included and welcomed as soon as they join the 
club. There’s no such thing as too much communication! New members want to know what the club is all about 
and quickly learn about its culture and practices before spreading the word. Make this a club effort by ensuring 
each member is involved with the new member's induction.

2. Demonstrate personal interest. If club executives don't show that they care about each member and the value 
he/she brings, it will cause the member re-evaluate the reason for joining and second guess participation. Pay 
attention to member attendance records and follow up with new members with a personal phone call when they 
miss a meeting.

3. Deliver uninterrupted service. Constant and consistent meetings, communication and activities validate the 
club's purpose and goals. Make sure that new members are receiving all available communication within the 
club.

4. Provide up-to-date resources. If there's supplementary information that will help to educate members and 
assist them to be an evangelist for your club, which will ultimately increase your membership roster. Make 
sure members have or can readily find documents like bylaws, past events, and other useful info to gain a better 
picture of your club.

5. Members' needs change, so does the need for ongoing research to evaluate their response. With non-
traditional communication and marketing methods on the rise, don’t be afraid to step out of the familiar routine. 
Try different ways to create awareness about your club and activities so members will know that the club is 
informed about and taking advantage of current trends.

6. Membership Audit. Provide avenues where you can receive feedback about your club (i.e. Conduct surveys, 
firesides, and assemblies) to determine success. You should audit members (new and long term), officers and the 
membership committee to get a well rounded response of your club success.

By following all these rules, not only will your club retain your current members, but these members will be 
excited to promote the club and contribute to its growth and success in your community. From the first day 
members joins your club, the challenge is on to make sure they're happy and actively involved. Instead of 
always sporadically reacting to losing members, invest in the well being of your members and your club from 
the start, instead of playing catch up at the end.
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Teamwork, cooperation, self-esteem, confidence, responsibility, 

fellowship, friendship, learning, growing, fun… 

Summer Camp! 

Nearly everyone has a memory of summer camp.  Swimming lessons, making friends, archery and 
horseback riding.  But for some youth in Upper Michigan, summer camp is little more than a dream.  

Children in group homes or foster homes often spend lonely summers at home while other kids head to 
summer camp.  Teaching Family Homes changes that by making the dream of summer camp a reality 

for Upper Michigan’s troubled youth, who can often benefit the most from a camp experience. 
 

Each summer, the youth involved in the Residential Group Home, Foster Care, Juvenile Justice, and 
Families First Programs go to camp.  These kids have the weight of the world on their shoulders most 
days, often coming from abusive or neglectful homes, trying to overcome behavioral and emotional 
scars.  But for one week every year, they get to be regular kids going to camp.  While continuing the 
work to rebuild their little lives back into something better. Youth have the chance to learn campfire 
cooking, songs and skits, and the interpersonal skills that are an ingrained part of any summer camp.  

 
Over the five-day Camp Ohana experience, children are exposed to a variety of different camper 

activities.  The programs, such as a high ropes course, nature craft projects, 
polar bear swims and the annual Camp Quilt Project, teach vital problem-
solving skills.  The goal of staff is to improve camper’s ability to interact with 
others and increase their confidence in making good decisions.  Campers are 
encouraged to try new things and explore newly discovered skills.  All events 
and activities at Camp Ohana are designed to challenge the campers and to 

help them develop and grow.   
 

The cost of sending one child to camp is $200. 
Teaching Family Homes provides the staff and supervision necessary to have a safe and happy camp 

experience.     All remaining costs for camp come from concerned community members who contribute 
to making a camp experience a reality for a child in need.  Please help send a child to camp by 

contributing to the camp Ohana scholarship fund. 

For more information, contact: 
Teaching Family Homes 
1000 Silver Creek Road 

Marquette, MI 49855 
(906) 249-KIDS (5437) 

www.teachingfamilyhomes.org 
Ohana means “family” in Hawaiian 
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terracebay@chartermi.net
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PO Box 167 
Powers, MI  49874 
Vbellef@aol.com

Vicki BellefeuilVicki BellefeuilVicki BellefeuilVicki BellefeuilVicki Bellefeuil 
Associate 

Office:  (906) 498-2554 
Fax:    (906) 498-2575 
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SD10 Lions Activities Report
March 1, 2010 – May 31, 2010

Bark River: $1180Eye Exams & Eyeglasses (9 
cases), $50 Lions of Michigan All State Band, $250 
Project Kidsight, $50 Marquette Figure Skating Club, 
$250 Youth Exchange Program Sponsor, $250 Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, $65 Bay Cliff Health Camp 
Capital Campaign, $1,000 Grill for Senior Center, 
$100 Bark River-Harris School 3-on-3, $150 Youth 
Assistance Program, $200 Bark River –Harris Schools 
All Night Graduation Party, $200 Teaching Family 
Homes, $100 Perspectives Adult Care, $500 Summer 
Speech Theripy Program, $250 Bark River-Harris 
School NASP Archery Club, $100 Salvation Army 
Summer Day Camp Program, $200 Island Resort 
Charity Classic

Bessemer:  $100 Relay for Life

Champion: $100 Bay Cliff Health Camp, $200 
Northwood’s Air Lifeline, $100 Leader Dog for the 
Blind, $100 Midwest Eye Bank, $100 Westwood 
High School P.E.G. Party, $50 Project KidSight, $20 
Daily Dept UP State Fair, $50 SD10 Scholarship, 
$100 MI State University Ext. Senior Project Fresh, 
$200 Westwood High School B.P.A., $500 St. Vincent 
DePaul Christmas Basket, $50 Michigamme Museum 
Calendar Fund, $250 Music in the Michigamme Park

Chippewa: $140 Leukemia Patient, $362 Glasses, 
$300 Car Repair for Needy, $500 Fire Victims, $300 
Senior Dinners, $700 (2) Funerals, $200 Community 
Days

Dafter:  $200 Bay Cliff, $50 Leader Dog, $500 North 
Air Lifeline, $50 All State Band, $110 Local Diabetes, 
$100 Local School, $150 Hearing and Speech, $50 
Eye Bank

Delta-Menominee Heart of the North: $100 U.P. 
Diabetes Outreach Network, $50 Stephenson Lions 
Club 65th, $75 MI All State Band 3 Members, $120 
Hearing & Speech, $100 Youth Exchange Student, $75 
Bark River-Harris Archery Club, $50 Youth Exchange 
Student, $190 Summer Camp Program, $500 Bay Cliff 
Health Camp Capital Campaign

Drummond Island: $125 Michigan All State Band, 
$75 All State Band for 3 Students, $200 Project 
KidSight, $300 Bay Cliff Health Camp, $100 
Northwood’s Airlifeline, $1000 LCIF, $100 Diabetes 
Awareness, $100 Drummond Island Health Clinic

Escanaba: $630 (4) Eye Exams/Glasses, $100 All 
State Band, $250 Project Kids Sight

Gwinn:  $200 Youth Activity, $50 UP Fair Youth 
Program

Iron Mountain-Kingsford:  $294 (3) Eye Exams/
Glasses

Ishpeming:  $20 UP State Fair Youth Day, $200 
Ishpeming Little League, $100 US Ski and Snowboard 
Hall of Fame, $325 (3) Eye Exams and Glasses, $25 
Kids Sight, $100 All State Band, $50 Youth Exchange, 
$200 High School BPA, $50 Westwood Graduation 
Party, $150 Ishpeming Graduation Party.

Ishpeming Tri Township:  $100 Glasses, $25 High 
School Band

Kewaunee: $150 Eye Exam/Glasses, $650 Omega 
House, $800 Air Life Line, $18 Woman’s Round Table

Lake Linden-Hubbell:  $100 Skating Club

Les Cheneaux: $500 Haiti Relief Fund

Manistique:  $400 (4) Eye Exams\Glasses, $300 
LCIF Haiti Relief, $50 All Night Graduation Party, 
$150 (3) All State Band, $20 UP State Fair, $1200 
Northwood’s Air Life Line, $200 Legion Post Boys 
State, $25 Youth Exchange, $50 Manistique High 
School Booster Club, $233 Cancer Bay Cliff, $100 5th 
Grade Science Camp

Manistique Lakes: $50 Student of Youth Exchange, 
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$50 Club Scout Pack 124 (Honor of Lion Andress)

Marquette:  $500 Eye Exams Local Residents, $50 
Eye Bank, $100 Vietnam Vets, $50 Cross Roads 
Christian Academy, $25 High School Graduation, 
$100 Boys and Girls Scout, $50 UPDON, $100 Bay 
Cliff, $25 D10 Diabetes, $50 District Scholarship, 
$50 Michigan Eye Bank, $50 Eye Bank, $50 LMSF, 
$100 Northwood Air Life Line, $50 Project Kids 
Sight (kaleidoscope), $50 Hearing and Speech, $100 
Teaching Family Homes

Munising:  $25 Leader Dog, $100 High School All-
Nighter, 

Newberry:  $50 LCIF Haiti Relief, $200 Education 
Rewards, $50 Senior All-Nighter, $20 Fish Hatchery, 
$200 Leader Dog Puppy, $25 Tackle Party

Pickford: $187 Childrens' Christmas Party, $200 
Pickford Presbyterian Church - Donation for missions 
and softball field, $700 Four individuals for medical 
assistance, $50 U.P State Fair, $97 Food for Leader 
Dog puppy, $400 Glasses for two individuals, $300 
Bay Cliff Health Camp, $50 Single District 10 
Hearing & Speech, $250 Lions of Michigan All State 
Band for 3 individuals, $1000 Pickford Public Schools 
for Scholarships

Powers-Spalding: $25 Hospitalized Lion Member, 
$200 PS High School Booster Club, $20 UP State 
Fair, $200 Eye Glasses, $100 All Star Game,  $50 All 
State Band, $25 Fuel for Construction of Handicapped 
Ramp, 

Range: $80 Santa’s Gift to Children, $50 Friends of 
the Elderly, $50 Houghton Indoor Playground, $100 
4th Of July, $50 Flower Fund, $500 High School 
Scholarship,

Rapid River:  $5475 Bay Cliff, $100 Michigan Lions 
Service Foundation, $100 Eye Bank, $100 Northwood 
Air Life Line, $100 Teaching Family Homes, $200 
Walk for Warmth (CAA), $100 Rapid River School 
Foundation, $100 Rapid River All Night Graduation 
Party, $200 YMCA, $100 Project Kids Sight, $100 
Beacon House, $150 Foster Grandparents, $200 St. 
Charles Borromeo Church (use of ovens), $35 Rapid 
River Year Book, $180 Rapid River Key Club.

Rock: $128 Eyeglasses, $25 Project KidSight, $100 
Bay Cliff Health Camp, $150 Rock Little League

Republic: $354 Eyeglasses & Exams, $60 Project 
KidSight, $25 All State Band Member, $25 School 
Youth

St. Ignace:  $75 Sportsman Club, $300 Super 
Saturday

Sugar Island: $100 Sight and Hearing, $20 UP State 
Fair, $175 Beacon House (Mqt.), $175 Munising 
Manor Traverse City, $350 Eye Bank, $175 Hospice, 
$125 Soo Theater, $100 Welcome Home, $125 All 
State Band, $350 Bay Cliff

Tri Town:  $200 Air Life Line, $100 Leader Dog, 
$175 Bay Cliff, $50 Parks and Recreation

Vulcan Norway:  $350 Leader Dog, $400 Bay Cliff, 
$50 Hearing and Speech, $50 All State Band, $100 
Eye Bank, $100 Big Brothers and Sisters, $25 Kids 
Sight, $250 (2) Eye Exams/Glasses, $100 Northwood 
Air Life Line, $100 Special Olympics, $100 County 
Library Summer Reading
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GETTING READY FOR SUMMER CAMP 2010 AT BAY CLIFF!
By Kris Rowe, Bay Cliff Co-Chair

Last minute preparations are in progress for the arrival of staff and campers for Bay Cliff’s 77th year of serving 
children with physical disabilities!  A staff of 125 that includes cabin counselors, therapists, activity instructors, 
cooks and auxiliary personnel will arrive on June 13 for a week of training and orientation.  The saying “It takes 
a village to raise a child” is so true at Bay Cliff!  

The children will arrive a week later, and then the real fun begins!  We are anticipating 170 children, ages 
3-17, to come through the gate.   Our camp session this year will be June 19 to August 7, 2010.  In addition to 
the care the children will receive during their seven-week stay, the campers will be surrounded by a therapy-
rich environment.  The children will have a chance to grow in skills that lead to independence and a fuller life.   
Greater still will be the confidence they gain, the friends they make, and the fun in the sun they enjoy.

One of our campers will be Rayna Sherbinow.  This will be her 6th summer at camp.  She is an amazing 10 year 
old girl who doesn’t let cerebral palsy get in her way.  Her intelligence, enthusiasm, and love for Bay Cliff are 
always shining.  When it comes to sharing what camp is all about, Rayna tells it well.  

Under the Bay Cliff Sun
When Bay Cliff’s campers are shining,

the warm sun will always glow;
keeping the Bay Cliff spirit warm

and helping campers grow.
Bay Cliff gives children a chance to show

how independent they can be,
so their families can see how they get so much stronger,

and why they want to stay there longer!
With new friends to make, camping trips to take, hands to shake,

goals to meet, and good food to eat;
who wouldn’t want to go?

So get rid of the fear that you’ll be homesick each year.
It’s so much fun.  I’ll tell you that.

It’s more fun than catching frogs, eating s’mores,
or reading books… just for one reason…

It’s all of these things together in one season.
This is the reason it’s summertime I adore.

Under the big Bay Cliff sun,
Bay Cliff is a special place

for special people and special fun!
-- By Rayna Sherbinow

You will have a chance to meet Rayna and all of our wonderful campers on Lions Day at Bay Cliff, Saturday 
July 31st!  

“Walking with a friend in the dark 
is better than walking alone in the 

light.” Helen Keller
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LIONS DAY  
AT TEACHING 

FAMILY HOMES 

Please join the children, staff and board 
at Teaching Family Homes for a picnic 

on July 10, 2010 from noon-2pm.   
Tours will be provided.  

RSVP to (906) 249-KIDS by July 1st 
 

Teaching Family Homes 
1000 Silver Creek Road 
Marquette, MI  49855 

                       
www.teachingfamilyhomes.org  
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New Members
March 1, 2010 - May 31, 2010

Member Name Date Joined Sponsor
Bark River
Michael Emmons 03/01/10 Keith Lippens
James Massie 03/01/10 Scott Palmgren
Nathan Neumeier 03/01/10 Darrell Casperson

Chocolay
Jo Gerrish 03/01/10 Jerome LaRue

Crystal Falls
Ray Marchi 12/01/09 Gary Lato

Delta Menominee
Donna Charboneau 03/01/10 Donna Tourangeau
Dayna Derocher 04/01/10 Judith Racette
Joan Paul 03/01/10 Betty Kasbohm
Anna Savage 03/01/10 Mickey Wieciech
Bernice Wieciech 04/01/10 Beth Gauthier

Drummond Island
Todd Allen 04/01/10 Art Call

Ford River
David Thomas 02/01/10 Earl Flath

Les Cheneaux
David Earls 03/01/10 Unknown
Kevin Hill 03/01/10 Unknown
Betty Kish 03/01/10 William Kish
Mark Merchberge 04/01/10 Robert Ayres
Mike Patrick 04/01/10 LeRoy Pieri

Marquette
Barbara Lucas 04/01/10 Deborah Bengry

Munising
Margaret Beauchaine 03/01/10 Ruth Pokela
Robert Beauprey 03/01/10 Charles Nicklas
Charlene Carberry 03/01/10 Charles Nicklas

Pickford
Mary Sherlund 02/01/10 Gary Klop

Powers Spalding
Elizabeth Otradovac 02/01/10 Doug Fazer

Republic
Paul Polanski 05/01/10 Steve Nesbitt

Sault Ste Marie
Kyle Warren 02/01/10 Ronald Beacom

ST Ignace
Virgina Dennis 04/01/10 Paul Sved

Stephenson
Jesse Betters 05/01/10 Donald Machalk

Trenary
Randee Johnson 01/01/10 Bruce Hallinen
Ryan Smith 02/01/10 Bruce Hallinen
Kristy Wojtyniak 01/01/10 Bruce Hallinen

District 10 Y-T-D Membership
 Total 2009-10 New Members ------------------ 122
 Total 2009-10 Dropped Members ---------------94
 Total 2009-10 Decreased Members -------------35
 2009-10 Net Loss---------------------------------- -7
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“The future is rooted in the past.
The future needs vision.

VISION without action is only a dream.”
International President Eberhard Wirfs

IN  MEMORIAM
Mar 1, 2010 – May 31, 2010

 Lions Club Member Name Deceased 
Brimley Wayne Gady 05/01/10
Carney Nadeau Frances Strasler 02/01/10
Champion Aldo Cittadnino 05/01/10
Champion Royal Pascoe 03/01/10
Engaine Naubinway Charles Schroeder 02/01/10
Escanaba Elmer Dagenais 05/01/10
Escanaba Don Marvic 04/01/10
Gwinn Oscola Woodard 04/01/10
Iron Mountain Janet Jasen 03/01/10
Keweenaw Jacob Spreitzer 05/01/10
L’anse John Hokkanen 03/01/10
Manistique Lakes Jack Andress 04/01/10
Marquette Charles Gabel 12/01/09
Munising Ted Scholtes 02/01/10
Negaunee Karl Wideman 04/01/10
Rock Clifford Carlson 03/01/10
Rock George Tomblinson 03/01/10
	 	

Total 2009-10 Deceased: 35



The Michigan Eye-Bank is grateful to the many Lions and Lioness Clubs 
across the state who helped make Buddy Day 2010 a success. 

This year you helped add 3,727 names to 
the Michigan Organ Donor Registry!

Thank you for being leaders in your communities, and for sharing 
the important message of eye, organ and tissue donation. 

Enjoy volunteering for Buddy Day? 
Consider becoming a Super Buddy! Staff a donor registration table at 

your local Secretary of State branch office several times a year. For more 
information contact Alison Claerhout at (800) 247-7250, ext. 2304. 

Thank you for your hard 
work and dedication!

www.michiganeyebank.org


