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From the pastor
Brothers and Sisters in Christ;
I am for the most part a very positive and hopeful person, but as I sit
down to write this, I, like millions others, am still processing the
incredibly senseless tragedy that unfolded at the elementary school in
Texas, on the heels of the church shooting in Laguna Woods, California,
in the shadow of the racially motivated slaughter in Buffalo, which
happened the day after several people opened fire in downtown
Milwaukee, with a backdrop of the atrocities that the people of Ukraine
are experiencing at the hands of Vladimir Putin, it has become so hard
not to let doubt and dismay seep into my being.
When I say doubt, I don’t mean doubt that God is present in any of
these places. God is always entrenched where human suffering and
pain exists; but I mean doubt in getting past what is very clearly
becoming normative behavior in our nation. Mass murder, whether the
perpetrators used guns, bombs, or vehicles, used to alarm and shock us.
Now, we’ve reached a point of collective understanding that these
things are just going to happen and so our hope has now pivoted in that
it won’t be our children or grandchildren or loved ones who will be
mercilessly executed. Politicians and lobbyists, while verbalizing their
familiar and canned concerns and responses in the immediate
aftermath of these horrific moments, all too often quickly retreat to the
safety of their confines so that they can participate in the fingerpointing and blame game, leaving a weary public with little guidance
and resolve. This is where my doubt is firmly planted.
I don’t want to be this person and I know that this is not the person
whom God has created me to be. I am a baptized person who has
affirmed those baptismal promises to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people,
following the examples of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in
all the earth.

Any person who has been confirmed in the Lutheran Church has
affirmed these very same promises. Nowhere in those promises does it
say anything about being spectators to the events of our world. Very
clearly, in these promises, as baptized Christians, we are called to take
an active role in enacting God’s will of peace and hope in our world.
And where my hope is restored is that in my active faith God presents
the opportunities to do just that.
Sunday, June 5th is Pentecost Sunday, the Sunday in the church year
where we celebrate the promised Holy Spirit coming to God’s gathered
people and empowering them to depart from Jerusalem to the far
reaches of the known world for the purpose of proclaiming God’s love
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It was, and
remains, the message of hope. This moment in history initiated the
most impactful migration of the Gospel the world has ever known.
My hope is renewed in that this very same Spirit blows through us yet
today, encouraging us to be active in proclaiming this same message to
a world which seems to be on the verge of completely splintering apart.
I pray that none of us ever have to be present in the midst of any of
these anguishing mass murder events, but we are called to be physically
present to those who are in our midst who are suffering. We are
encouraged to speak words of peace and promise to those who are
drowning in hopelessness and pain.
It's really easy to tell ourselves, as well as any others who will listen,
that I can’t make a difference in what happens out there. That
statement could not be any further from the truth. We have collectively
reached a point of understanding that these events are just going to
happen. Just as fervently, we have the ability to collectively reach a
point of understanding that God’s goodness and mercy are just as
relevant and present in our world. Hope begets hope, and the actions
of a few can, and will, turn into a tidal wave of peace.
And that message is clearly articulated in this poem that Bishop Finegan
shared on Facebook in the aftermath of the Texas school shooting. I
personally am not a person who is often moved by poetry, but these
words were different, and so I share them with you with the intention

that they will help spark the beginnings of change that we all long for.
The poem is titled, “Advice from a Raindrop” by Kim Stafford.
You think you’re too small
to make a difference? Tell me
about it. You think you’re
helpless, at the mercy of forces
beyond your control? Been there.
Think you’re doomed to disappear,
just one small voice among the millions?
That’s no weakness, trust me. That’s
your wild card, your trick, your
implement. They won’t see you coming.
Until you’re there, in their faces, shining,
festive, expendable, eternal. Sure you’re
small, just one small part of a storm that
changes everything. That’s how you win,
my friend, again and again and again.
May we ever accept and embrace the power that we have been given
by the Holy Spirit. May we ever know the difference that we do make
when strengthened by a God who knows us, loves us, and desires
nothing but hope and peace for all His children.
In Christ,

Pastor Mark

New Members Welcome
On Sunday, May 22nd, we welcomed 9 new members into our
congregation. Our newest members are:

Roy & Kathy Charles, Tony & Cindy Coduti, Ronald Nolde,
and Aaron & Bobbi Rod, Travis and Josh.
We are so excited to welcome you all!

Summer Second Sunday Services
Your overwhelming response to whether or not you wanted to
continue with the Summer Second Sunday outdoor worship was a
YES (93%), so, weather permitting, our first outdoor service of
2022 will be Sunday, June 12th, at 9:00am in the 14th Street parking
lot. Bring a lawn chair (if you don’t have one, don’t worry, we’ve
got chairs!) and join your friends in proclaiming God’s love with
God’s good creation as our backdrop.

Fall Church Services
The results of whether or not we will consider adapting a single
worship service year-round were considerably closer and will be
taken to the church council during our June 14th meeting to discuss
and to consider for action.

Raymond Nowack passed away April
28 at his home. A Funeral service was
held at Emanuel on May 3.
Our sympathy to his children,
Kim (Jeff) Klatt, Mike (Julie) Nowack and Rick (Jackie) Nowack
and their families.

Washed in the waters of Holy Baptism
Sarah Maguire and Rick Khollman had their children baptized at
Emmanuel on May 15 after the 10:00 service:
Ethan Michael Khollman’s sponsors were Christopher Maguire
and Erin Davenport
Conor Maverick Khollman’s sponsors were Jacob Anderson and
Abby Maguire

Fellowship Paint and Potluck Event

A wonderful paint and potluck event was held on Sunday, May 15th.
Local artist/instructor Jessica Beauchamp taught those attending how to
paint on cutting boards. Thank you to all who attended and to the
Fellowship Committee who made this event possible.

Graduate Recognition
Sunday, June 5th
Emmanuel’s high school graduates will be
honored at our “Graduation Recognition” during the 9:00 a.m.
worship service on Sunday, June 5th. Please join us for a cake
and punch reception in the fellowship hall following worship.

Congratulations to:

Aidan Bellisle, Raquel Botbyl, Layla Camps, Alex Engman,

Collin Engman, Mason Heckel, Seth Johnson, Molly Knutson,
Nicholas Kriedeman, Kade Lesperance, Laura Magrane,
Rylee Wickstrom and Dylan Ziemke.

Yay! Summer is almost here. The late
months of spring bring much anticipation
of warm summer days and nights. Spring
also brings forth new life as we watch
flowers start to bloom and all the creatures
great and small awake from their winter
slumbers. It is also a wonderful time to
take advantage of hands-on opportunities to talk with your
children about God’s creation. Here are a few ideas where you
can get outside with your kids and explore the miracle of God’s
world.
- Nature Walk: Go to a park that has trails and explore
nature as you walk. Talk about the sights, smells, and sounds of
all that you see and hear.
- Grow a Garden: If you haven’t started a garden yet, it’s
not too late. Get your kids involved in planning, planting, and
caring for the garden. Don’t have the room for a garden, use pots
for planting! Talk about how God provides all that we need and
just as we care for our garden, God cares for us.
- Star Gazing: Pick a warm, cloudless night and look at
the night sky. Using a star and planet guide, see which
constellations and planets you can find. Talk about how God is
always there, his love is endless and his creations go on forever
just as we see in the night sky.
- Go to the Beach: Find a quiet spot on a beach. Get as
close to the water as you can, lay out your blanket, get comfy and
close your eyes. Listen to waves as they wash up on the shore.
After a while, talk about how the waves soothed your spirit and
relaxed your mind and worries. Talk about how God is there to
take away your worries and calm your mind just like the sound of
the waves.
I hope this summer brings you many opportunities to grow in faith
together as a family.
Patti Treptow
Director of Youth & Family Ministry

Sunday school - End of the Year Party!
Our regular Sunday school program has come to an end. Here
are a few glimpses of our party that was held at Water Tower
Park. Thank you to the Little Lutheran
Youth Committee and our teachers for a
fun event!

2022 Vacation Bible School
Tuesday-Thursday
July 26, 27, & 28
9:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon
Children entering Kindergarten through 6th grade this fall are
invited to join in acres of fun at HayDay VBS!
At HayDay VBS, kids will grow in friendship with Jesus.
Our VBS is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences, team
building games, cool Bible songs, and multi-sensory Bible
adventures that help faith flow into real life.
A letter with more details on our VBS program and a
registration form will be mailed out mid-June. Registration forms
will also be available in the church office or may be downloaded
from the church website at www.e-mmanuel.com under “Our
Learning/VBS”.

Deadline to register is Monday, July 10th

“EMMANUEL CARES”
AS THE CHURCH, WE HAVE A CALL AND RESPONSIBILITY TO CARE FOR
ALL GOD’S CHILDREN. WITH THAT, WE ARE LAUNCHING AN INITIATIVE
CALLED “EMMANUEL CARES,” WHICH WILL BE AN OPPORTUNITY TO
COLLECT FOR OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED. THIS COLLECTION WILL
HAPPEN ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH. OUR COLLECTION ON
JUNE 19TH WILL BE FOR CASA FOR SUMMER SHOES. ANY TYPE OF
SUMMER FOOTWEAR (CROCS, FLIP-FLOPS, SANDALS, TENNIS SHOES)
FOR PEOPLE OF ALL AGES ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED.

YOUTH MINISTRIES
GLOW Youth Night
Wednesday, June 1st, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

All high school youth are invited for a night of
faith, food, and fun!

ADULT MINISTRIES
Care & Share Alzheimer’s Support

A support group for caregivers of loved ones with
Alzheimer’s and other dementias is offered at Emmanuel every
Wednesday from 4:00 to 6:00 pm in the church Narthex. Meetings
are casual, so you are free to come and go throughout the
meeting time.

Yoga at Emmanuel

Tuesday’s, 5:30-6:00 p.m.
Join us for this wonderful exercise taught by Sally VanEyck,
certified yoga instructor. All abilities are welcome - new to yoga
or experienced, this class is for you! Dress comfortably, bring a
yoga mat and water. Classes are $5.00 per session.

Seeking Enlightenment Group

The third Thursday of the month, at 6:30 p.m.
Join us for a time of sharing and encouraging each other on our
Christian journey, contact Robin Gustafson at 906-290-1003 for
location details.

EMMANUEL BUDGET NEWS
As of April 30, 2022
*Your Contributions to the General Fund
*Your Approved Budget Amount

$73,830.69
$86,546.34

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT EMMANUEL
9:00 a.m. in person
Online Worship 9:00 a.m.
Livestreamed on our Facebook page
CONTACT US:
Phone: (906) 863-3431
Email: mail@e-mmanuel.com
or
Visit us on the Web at www.e-mmanuel.com
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