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From the pastor 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

In one little Midwestern town, Miss Jones had the distinction of 

being the oldest resident in town. So, when she died, the editor of 

the local paper wanted to print a little article remembering this dear 

old lady, except he couldn't think of anything to say when he sat 

down to write the article. Miss Jones had never done anything 

terribly wrong. She had never spent a night in jail or had ever been 

drunk. On the other hand, she had never done anything significant.  

 

With this still on his mind, the editor went down to the local café, 

and there, ran into the local funeral director. He too was having the 

same trouble. He wanted to put something on Miss Jones' 

tombstone besides "Miss Nancy Jones, born such-and-such a date 

and died such-and-such a date," but he couldn't think of anything 

to write either.  

 

The editor decided to go back to his office and assign the job of 

writing up a small article for both the paper and the tombstone to 

the first reporter he saw. When he got to the office, he ran into the 

sports editor, who got the assignment. So somewhere in some little 

community in the Midwest there is a tombstone which reads: 

 

Here lie the bones of Nancy Jones,  

For her life held no terrors.  

She lived an old maid. She died an old maid.  

No hits, no runs, no errors. 

 

For most people, one of their greatest fears is not being 

remembered after they have died.  They want to know that their 

life had meaning and made a lasting impression upon those whom 

they loved or were close to. 

 

As followers of Christ and as members of the church, these 

opportunities are provided for us.  During the month of October, 

we will celebrate the life of our church through our annual 



stewardship campaign.  While often the focus of this campaign is 

on the financial gifts that our members pledge, it must not be 

forgotten that we also offer our time and talents to the work of the 

church, and in recent history, there has never been more of a need 

for our member’s times and talents to assist with worship and with 

the work of committees.  In other words, there has never been a 

more perfect time for us to find a place in the church in which we 

can nurture the gifts that God has endowed each one of us with.  I 

encourage you to engage daily in prayer to discern where the Spirit 

may be calling you be present and active in the life of the church.   

 

Ask questions.  Pursue the mission and focus of each 

committee/group of the church.  What you are willing to offer may 

very well be the missing ingredient to enhancing a particular 

ministry of our church.  Your willingness and efforts not only will 

be remembered after you are gone, but, more importantly, make a 

monumental difference while you are still here, and that’s what 

being a disciple of Christ truly means.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Mark   

 

EMMANUEL BUDGET NEWS 
As of August 31, 2022 

 

*Your Contributions to the General Fund  $140,406.36 

*Your Approved Budget Amount   $170,092.35 

 

As you can see, Emmanuel has been operating in a pretty 

significant deficit budget throughout this year.  Like everyone, the 

church has also had to acknowledge inflated prices for services and 

purchases in addition to a decreased giving.  If you are behind in 

your pledged giving or if you have not given to the church this 

year, please consider what you can offer in assisting with the work 

of the church in her continued mission.  --  Pastor Mark 
 



Stewardship 
The 2022 Fall Stewardship Campaign is titled, “We’re All In This 
Together,” and is based on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 4:4-6: 
“There is one body and one spirit, just as you were called to be 

the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, on 
God and Father of all, who is above and through all in all.”  During 

the month of October, we’ll engage in worship and reflection on 
this mission to proclaim the love of Jesus Christ to our world.  

Please prayerfully consider how you can join in this holy calling. 
 

 
Philippians Bible Study 

 
Beginning on Sunday, October 2nd, Pastor Mark will be leading an 
in-depth look at St. Paul’s letter written while he was in prison to 
the church in Philippi.  The study will take place in the Friendship 
Room and will extend for 4 consecutive Sunday mornings during 
the 9:00 coffee hour.  There are no materials to be purchased, a 
Bible and an open heart and open mind are all that are needed.  
In preparation, it is encouraged that all participants read this short 
letter (4 chapters) prior to our first gathering.  All are welcome and 
there is no need to sign up. 
 

 
“EMMANUEL CARES” 

AS THE CHURCH, WE HAVE A CALL AND RESPONSIBILITY TO CARE 

FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN.  OUR OCTOBER COLLECTION IS FOR 

THE SALVATION ARMY COATS FOR KIDS.  A BOX WITH 

INFORMATION REGARDING WHAT WE WILL BE COLLECTED WILL BE 

PLACED IN THE NARTHEX. 
 
 

Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Lutheran World 
Relief Health Kits and for those who came out to Henes Park and 
put them together on Rally Day.  37 total bundles were put 
together and will be loaded up during the annual LWR boxcar 
gathering on October 22nd. 
 
 



 
This month’s Faith at Home activity is about discovering 

and celebrating our gifts.  As children reach different 
developmental milestones, they also begin to show signs 

of emerging abilities. God blesses each of us with talents 

such as in music, sports, and art. The New Testament 
says God also gives us special abilities known as spiritual gifts, such as 

serving, encouraging, giving, leading, and showing mercy.  
Children don’t need to wait until they’re older to use their talents 

and gifts. But they may need help discovering and applying those things. 
And as their abilities develop, kids gain confidence by becoming more 

competent at the various activities they enjoy. Here are some fill-in 

sentences to help your children identify their talents and gifts:   
   I feel great when people notice how well I _____________________.  

   My friends would say one of my best qualities is_________________. 
   If I could volunteer, I’d really like to___________________________. 

   One thing I do well without having to think about it is ____________. 

   I feel like I help others when I ______________________________. 
Now, as a family, work through this next exercise to help 

everyone see how they can use their gifts and talents: 
Give family members each a sheet of paper. Have them divide the page 

into quarters by drawing a vertical line and a horizontal line that cross in 
the middle of the page.  

· In the top left-hand corner, have family members write or draw one of 

their talents. 
· In the top right-hand corner, have them write or draw whom that 

talent can serve. 
· In the bottom left-hand corner, have them write or draw what they 

think they could do to develop that talent. 

· In the bottom right-hand corner, have them write or draw an amazing 
thing God could do if they were to use that talent to serve him.  

Share your papers and discuss the importance of using the talents God 
has given us. 

Finding and nurturing your children’s gifts involves a lifelong 

process of encouraging kids to unlock their God-given potential, 
challenging them to explore activities or tasks that may seem 

intimidating at first, and reminding them to always put their gifts to good 
use. God doesn’t want us to bury or waste our talents or spiritual gifts. 

Instead, he tells us to use them for other people through service. And by 
serving others, we’re actually serving God.  

  

With God’s blessings! 
Patti Treptow, 

 Director of Youth & Family Ministry 



 

    Sunday School 
   
Our monthly Bible Story Sunday events 
start October 2nd.  As part of our Sunday 
school program, every first Sunday of the 

month all of the Sunday school children will gather in the 
fellowship hall.  Our children will participate in their own children’s 
church service that they lead, watch a Bible story video, make a 
craft, and enjoy a snack.  Parents may pick up their children in the 
fellowship hall at the end of worship.   
 
Reminder to parents….please complete a Sunday School 
registration form that is in the church narthex or available to 
download from our church website.  This information helps to 
keep our records and lines of communication with parents 
updated.  Thank you! 
 
 
 

   3rd Grade Bible Presentation 
 
Sunday, October 9th during the 10:00 a.m. worship 
service, our 3rd  grade students will receive their gift Bibles from 
the congregation.   Parents, please bring your child with you to 
worship that Sunday.  Following the presentation, children will go 
to their classroom.   

 
 

Children’s Library “Book of the Month” 
This month’s book is “On the Day You Were Baptized”. 
Author Taylor Young beautifully presents in her book 
how a child’s baptism is about unconditional love of their 
parents, the welcome and care of a 
faith community, and the love and 

grace of God that pours down on them freely 
and generously.  
Our library is located in the Sunday school wing 
at the end of the hallway. Come and visit!  



 
 
 

 
The Rite of Confirmation 

 

Our students who have completed Confirmation instruction 
will affirm their baptism and be confirmed on 

Reformation Sunday, October 30th, during the 
10:00 a.m. worship service.  Parents and confirmands 

mark your calendars for Sunday, October 16th  at 11:00 

a.m. where confirmands will be sized for their robes and do 
a run-through of the confirmation service.  

 
 

7th/8th grade Confirmation Class 

Classes start - Sunday, October 23rd at 11:00 a.m.                          
in the fellowship hall. 

 
 

 

 

Youth Retreat 
at Camp Bird 

 
September 10th-11th, 

our confirmation and 
GLOW youth 

attended our annual 

youth retreat at 
Camp Bird.  Our 

youth engaged in 
breakouts sessions 

that deepened their 
faith and enjoyed the 

outdoors between 

rain-drops!  Here are 
a few photos of our 

time together. 
 

 
 



               Ignite Afterschool Program  
                       7th-12th grade youth 

                 Wednesdays, 3:30-5:00 p.m. 
Our afterschool program is designed to ignite 

imagination, creativity, curiosity, exploration, potential, 

confidence, friendships, and fun!  The whole purpose of 
Ignite is to provide a place where kids can be themselves and engage in 

activities where they can try new things in a non-judgmental, 
encouraging setting.  Activities and programs will be determined by your 

interests!  Please complete the registration/parent permission form and 

an interest questionnaire that is available in the church office. 

 
You are invited to the showing of Ignite’s first video production.  

Written, acted, filmed, directed, and edited by the youth! 
 

Ignite presents an original dark comedy: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 "Trunk or Treat" Monday, 
October 31st, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. in 

Emmanuel’s 13th street parking lot. 
Neighborhood children and congregation 
children are welcome to trick or treat in our 
parking lot.  This has become a very popular 

and fun event for our community children.  We are inviting all 
interested congregation members to join in the fun by hosting a 
"trunk".  All you need do is decorate your vehicle’s trunk, wear a 
costume if you like, and provide some candy. To help us have an 
idea as to how many “trunks” we will have, there will be a sign-up 
sheet in the narthex if you are interested in participating.   

We hope you can join us in this safe and fun event for our 
children.  If you are unable to host a trunk but would like to 
participate by donating a bag of candy that will be distributed to 
the children, please drop it off in the church office by Sunday, 
October 30th.  Thank you!   
 
 

 

 
Emmanuel is helping the Salvation Army 
with their Coats for Kids campaign.  The 
Salvation Army is accepting new and 
gently used winter coats, snow pants, 

boots, mittens, hats, and warm blankets which will be given to 
needy families in the counties of Marinette and Menominee.  The 
collection will run through the month of October.  We will have a 
box in the narthex for this purpose.  Let’s see if we can fill it! 

 

Emmanuel's Outreach Projects 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

ADULT MINISTRIES 
 
 

 

Care & Share Alzheimer’s Support 
A support group for caregivers of loved ones with 

Alzheimer’s and other dementias is being offered at 
Emmanuel Wednesdays from 4:30-6:00 p.m. Meetings are 
casual, so you are free to come and go throughout the 
meeting time.   

Our group offers an opportunity for caregivers to 
share experiences, discuss concerns, and learn about 
available resources in our area.  June Ehlers, Dementia 
Friendly Purple Angel Program Trainer, will facilitate each 
meeting.  You may contact June for more information at 
715-938-3589 or by email at jmehlers@new.rr.com.  

 
 

Gentle Yoga at Emmanuel 
Tuesday’s, 5:30-6:00 p.m.  

Join us for this wonderful exercise taught by Sally VanEyck, 
certified yoga instructor.  All abilities are welcome - new to 

yoga or experienced, this class is for you!  Dress comfortably 
and bring a yoga mat.  Classes are $5.00 per session. 

 
 

Emmanuel Women’s Group 
First Thursday of each month at 1:00 p.m.                                      

Starting Thursday, November 3rd 
Join us in the Friendship room for Bible study and fellowship. 

 

 

 

mailto:jmehlers@new.rr.com


 

Rally Sunday 
 

What a wonderful day to gather as God’s people to 
worship together, eat together, play together and work 

together.  We are blessed to be church!! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Join us Sundays in the narthex at 9:00 a.m. 
for coffee and treats. 



From Bishop Finegan  
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, the 

earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the 

deep, while a wind from Godswept over the face of the waters. 
~ Genesis 1:1 

 

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod, 

 

Have you ever ventured down the craft aisle of some do-it-yourself 

store?  I remember being given a make your own sand art, make your 

own paint by number picture, and cross stitch kits with all the 

embroidery floss included.  Maybe you graduated to the kits that brew 

your own beer or make your own birdhouse or nail together a raised 

garden bed. 

 

I ordered a baker’s rack once that required assembly.  It was very handy 

to have step by step instructions paired with pictures and arrows, 

connecting part a to part b.  Sure, I put it together wrong a few times 

before I got it right, but it now stands correctly assembled. 

 

It was easy to begin these projects because I had a guide, instructions, I 

knew what the finished product was supposed to look like.  Beginning 

was easy because the end was clear. 

 

We know something about beginnings.  We begin new jobs, new school 

years, move into a new house or apartment, welcome a new child, initiate 

a new ministry.  Even without a kit, we know what it is to “start from 

scratch” when there are no pieces to put together, no foundation already 

laid, no past to shape the future, no ready-made mix that only needs eggs 

to make the cake. 

 

Certainly, God didn’t have much to work with “in the beginning.”  God 

has a knack of how to make something from nothing.  Such creative 

success takes a certain divine skill set.  It is a God-only talent. 

 

And yet, God shares God’s own creative genius with us.  And that is a 

good thing.  Because we as congregations, we as the church, are at the 

beginning again.  We need the creative spirit that only God can give 

because there are a host of things that are unclear.   

 



Do we have all the pieces we need?  I say yes.  I believe God provides 

the resources, the people, and the way forward for whatever God would 

have happen in and through your congregation.  

  

Are we starting from scratch?  Not really.  There is recent and a 

collective memory of the way things used to be, not only pre-pandemic, 

but pre-eighties.  Whether these expectations, or even hopes, will be a 

help or a hindrance to new efforts remains to be seen. 

 

Do we have clear instructions?  I say no.         This is where we need 

the collective wisdom of the body of Christ listening intently to the Spirit 

and finding a way forward together.  The goal is not to recreate the 

church of the past but to lean into the future church that is becoming.  

The Church is being transformed.  Our job is to be faithful in this 

moment of history that will last years.  Keeping the witness of Jesus of 

Nazareth as the lens through which all else is considered, we can’t go far 

wrong.  

 

Are we clear on what the finished product will be?  Maybe a little, but 

not really.  The Church, capital C, is timeless.  God will always call 

people to faith in Christ.  The Spirit will always gather believers 

together.  The Bible will always be treasured and provide an inspiring 

word to proclaim Christ.  But what the Church looks like, how it sounds, 

where it gathers, the liturgy, traditions, music, language, rhythms, might 

all be reshaped and reformed.  The wind of God is sweeping over the 

face of the Church.  We may not be a formless void, but our shape is 

being re-formed, slowly but surely, and yet certainly faster than anyone 

is comfortable with.  

 

As Congregations are investing energy into new or resurrected ministry 

efforts, we are beginning again in a new set of circumstances.  It feels 

both familiar and foreign.  It is both exciting and overwhelming, hopeful 

and anxious.  

 

I pray God’s blessings upon your efforts.  You’re not creating something 

from nothing, but I think it can feel like that. 

 

God is with you, inspiring, energizing, and speaking the Word Christ into 

any darkness, saying, “Let there be…Church!” 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Bishop Katherine Finegan 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SUNDAY MORNINGS AT EMMANUEL 
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. in person 

Online Worship 8:00 a.m. 
Livestreamed on our Facebook page 

 
 

 
 

CONTACT US: 
Phone:  (906) 863-3431    

Email:  mail@e-mmanuel.com 
or 

Visit us on the Web at www.e-mmanuel.com 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church Menominee Michigan ELCA 

 

 
STAFF: 
Pastor 

The Rev. Mark Laatsch - Cell Phone: 906-424-0003 
Email: pastor2901@e-mmanuel.com  

 
 
 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
Mrs. Patti Treptow 

 
Church Secretary 
Mrs. Judy Raygo 

 
Custodian- inside Mrs. Carol Parrish 
Custodian – outside Mr. Lee Parrish 

 

 

 

We are a congregation of the Northern Great Lakes Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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