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Dates at a Glance 

¥ October 3,  2021 

   World Communion 
   Day 
 

¥ October 31,  2021 

  Reformation Sunday 

INSIDE  
 

From Pastor Rita 
 

 

I will sing to the L  as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I 
have being. (Psalm 104:33, NRSV) 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
  

 What an amazing time this past month was! Hereôs a wonderful reflection 
and accomplishments of our last month.  

 Our church welcomed five new members for the first time in over a year, we 
started hosting bible study every Thursday; there is a lot of enthusiasm among 
the group to learn about the Bible! We had a confirmation orientation with 
five children already registered, we have started the healing service once a 
month and have returned to a more fuller liturgy, and we look forward to  
Outreach ministry in the coming month. What a glorious season of             
celebration we have right now. I am glad to say that Faith Lutheran Church is 
witnessing new life, new growth, and great progression that is beginning to 
open!  

 During early years of my faith, I knew that I had been given gifts for    
ministry, but I had a great deal of trouble articulating them or where they had 
the potential to air Godôs mission in the world. Through the faith              
communities and worship opportunities, I began to grow into an                 
understanding of myself and the leader I felt God calling me to be. I learned 
that ministry is given life, voice and depth through the development of     
powerful relationships, not only with fellow Christians, but with members of 
other faith traditions as well.  

 God, the Everlasting I AM, is in every moment and everything, renewing, 
emboldening, and calling us, again and again, each day of our lives out of our 
isolation and into wholeness. Without Jesus Christ, we would never be able to 
live our lives fully, to experience wholeness, healing, and relationship to the 
Divine and to one another.  

 Our Covid Protocol remain in place. Meaning that masks and social       
distancing are required for all indoor gatherings. Masks and hand sanitizer are 
available at the entrance of the building. Be safe and healthy! 

May the almighty God keep us united in His Everlasting Love.  
 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Rita.   

 

Office hours for  

Faith Lutheran Church:  

Mon. through Thurs.  

9AMñ2PM 
 

 Incase of Pastoral  

Emergencies Pastor Rita  

can be reached at  

1(312) 478 -6212  

Or by email at  

critawilliam@gmail.com  

MĀ-ēÙĖĚĆĀ µĆĖĚëíē ëÀĚ ĖÙĚĥÿÙÓˍ 

VĆíĀ ĥĚ zĥĀÓÀĴĚ Àġ ʵʴˊʷʴÀÿˆ 
·Ćĥ ÎÀĀ ÀúĚĆ ĲÀġÎë úíıÙ ĆĀ EÀÎÙÌĆĆ÷ 

µ̂Ù ÌÙçíĀ Ĳíġë ĆĖçÀĀ ÿĥĚíÎ ÀġʵʴˊʶʴÀÿë 

ZÀġÙĖ ġëÙ ĚÙĖıíÎÙ ÿÀĴ ÌÙ ĲÀġÎëÙÓ ĆĀ ĆĥĖ ĲÙÌĚíġÙë 

ëġġēĚˊ˖˖ĲĲĲːæÀíġëúĥġëÙĖÀĀĚÀĥúġĚġÙÿÀĖíÙːĆĖç˖ë 
sÀçÙ ʵ 



Faith Lutheran Church  

is a member congregation of the  
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  
Synod website: nglsynod.org  

Denomination website: elca.org  

 

Beverly Tankersleyï Medilodgeï Rm C8 
 

  1011 Meridian St. SSM, MI 49783     
 

Alice Isaacsonï P.O. Box 1858 

  SSM, MI 49783     (906)259-0402 
 

Copper Garrett- 5036 W. Five Mile Rd. 

  SSM, MI 49783    (906)632-8727 
 

Linda Doran- 590 Three 1/2 Mile Rd.  

  SSM, MI 49783    (906)632-6483 
 

Ruth Ronquist- Merlin Homeï 1703 Hyde St. 

  SSM, MI 49783     (906)253-2331 
 

Walter Pell-  605 W. Portage Ave. 

  SSM, MI 49783      (906) 635-6002 
 

Al Picotte-  P.O. Box 580 
  Cedarville, MI 49719     (906) 630-8806  
 

Mary Oja - McKinley Manor, 110-E 2023 W 4th,     

          SSM, MI 49783     

  (906) 632-7496   
 

Louise Rogers- 332 Arlington Ct. #102 

SSM, MI 49783  

(906) 253-1580 

 

Our homebound and nursing home 
members are often so isolated that 
your phone call, visit, even a card 
can mean the difference between 

lonely existence and continued life 
in our faith community. What can 
you do? Please reach out to those 
who have been such a vital part of 

our congregation and give back.  

The Pathfinder is the monthly  

newsletter of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  community at : 

Faith Lutheran Church, 1600 Park Street,  

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan.  (906) 632-7246 

The deadline for the Pathfinder is  

  the 15th of each month.   

Please send articles, comments, news items  

c/o Pathfinder  Editor, 1600 Park St. Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783  
or e-mail to faithlc1966@att.net 

 Pastor: Rev. Rita Chirala 

Church Office Administrator/Editor: Sean Uhrig 

Congregation Council: Catherine Tibbett,  

Will Karr, Vicki Luoma, Wayne Olsen,  

Ese Osumili, Steve Sanderson, Jack Armstrong,  

and Ken Randall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¥ ALL COMMITTEES NEED TO HAVE 
THEIR 2022 BUDGET REQUESTS IN TO      
FINANCE COMMITTEE (WAYNE OLSEN)  
BY OCTOBER 15th 

 

¥ ALL SAINTS DAY There is a sign-up sheet in 
the lobby for names of family members and 
friends who have passed away in the last year. 
Please write down the name of those people with 
your name next to it in case we need to contact 
you with questions for pronunciation/spelling. 
We will remember those lost this year on All 
Saints Sunday, November 3rd. 

 

¥ Print outs of Sundayôs sermon are available  
The printed sermons will be available next to the 
extra bulletins (just outside the office door) on 
Sundays. So you are welcome to take one if you 
wish. sÀçÙ ʶ 



ñWhat then shall we say to this?   
If God is for us, who is against us?  
He who did not spare his own Son  
but gave him up for us all,  

will he not also give us all things with him?ò 
 

~Romans 8:31ff 
 

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod, 
 

This verse has been coming to mind latelyé 
 

When we needed to cancel our Walking Together events, what then shall we say to this? 
  
When hospital beds are full of covid patients, leaving little room for accidents and other 

health emergencies, what then shall we say to this? 
 

As people continue to disagree about vaccine safety, masks, and protocols, what then shall we say to this? 
 

God promises in Christ, that God is not against us.  This is good news.  But what if we are against each other?   
 

When suspicions are stronger than the ties that bind, when the conviction of political views undermines our  
common mission and congregational unity, what then shall we say to this? 
 

I think we look for answers, for a diagnosis, for someone to explain or blame.  Perhaps we stop listening and only 
assert our position more loudly.  Perhaps we seek to convince instead of understand.   
 

I believe it helps to remember that we are not the first people of faith to argue, lament, suffer, and disagree.  The 
Israelites in the wilderness certainly suffered uncertainty, fear, and pain.  And they also grumbled and  
complained.  Paulôs letters to the Galatians, the Corinthians, the Colossians and more give witness to each  
congregationôs challenges, from persecution and fear to how to get along and remember their purpose.  In his  
letters, Paul makes an effort to remind people of faith who they are in Christ and what that means. 
 

In the midst of the grief and weariness of all that we must face in these days, I ask you to remember who you are 
in Christ Jesus, and all that Christ calls you to do and be, no matter the circumstances.     
 

Matthew 22:35-44 reads,  
ñéand one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. óTeacher, which commandment in the 
law is the greatest?ô He said to him, óñYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.ò This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it:  
ñYou shall love your neighbor as yourself.ò On these two commandments hang all the law and the  
prophets.òô 
 

I encourage you to weigh your words and your actions, your social media posts and your conversations, your 
opinions and convictions, against the metric that Jesus provides, love of God and love of neighbor.  
 

While I know there is interpretive room as to how to live these two commandments, I would like to think that re-
membering love of God and neighbor can indeed help shape our actions and our words in these days, as it has 
always meant to. 
 

What does it mean to you to love God with your whole heart?  What does it mean to you to love your neighbor as 
yourself?  And who do you consider to be your neighbor?  Jesus answered this question for us with the parable of 
the Good Samaritan.  If we apply historical context to contemporary circumstances, our neighbor is any-
one whom society considers ñless than.ò  Or in the nitty gritty details of the parable, anyone that you 
would rather not be obligated to, anyone you would rather not have touch you, anyone whom 
the dominant culture considers free to disparage, exclude, ignore, ridicule, oppress, or den-
igrate.   
 

(Continued on the next page.) 
 
 

sÀçÙ ʷ 



(Bishop Fineganôs Article continued.) 
 
As you know, loving people that we dislike or do not understand is not easy.  And yet, Christôs call upon our 
love, our speech, and our actions remains.   
 

I encourage you to remember in this pandemic wilderness that ñthis too shall pass.ò  A time will come when  
either the pandemic will be managed, or some other new reality will emerge that feels less anxious.  Then we 
will have the luxury to argue about new things and disagree about  
something other than the current disputes.  Whatever the future holds, we 
are the body of Christ now, called to show the world the rest of what Paul 
writes in his letter to the church at Rome in Romans 8:38-39, that  
 

ñneither death, nor life,  
nor angels, nor principalities,  
nor things present, nor things to come,  
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  
nor anything else in all creation,  
will be able to separate us from  
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.ò     

 
Yours in Christ, 
Bishop Katherine Finegan 

sÀçÙ ʸ 

Sunday, November 7th will be the second half 
of Faithôs Annual Congregational Meeting. 
The purpose of this meeting is to review and 
vote on the 2022 budget. Look for more  

information to come. 

 
Youth Wreath Fundraiser  

Starting in November, you will be able to place an  
order for a wreath to support the youth ministry at 
Faith. More details will be forthcoming.  

 aƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ   !ǳƎ-нм bŜǘ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ !Ŏǘǳŀƭ  !ǳƎ-нм !ǳƎ-нм bŜǘ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ !Ŏǘǳŀƭ 

 !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнм .ǳŘƎŜǘ hǾŜǊ ό¦ƴŘŜǊύ  aƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ    ̧ ŜŀǊ-ǘƻ-5ŀǘŜ  ¸ŜŀǊ ǘƻ 5ŀǘŜ  hǾŜǊ ό¦ƴŘŜǊύ  !ǳƎǳǎǘ нл  

   .ǳŘƎŜǘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнл !Ŏǘǳŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ .ǳŘƎŜǘ ¸ŜŀǊ -ǘƻ-5ŀǘŜ 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ CǳƴŘ  
wŜǾŜƴǳŜ 

 ϷмлΣууоΦрф   ϷтΣмноΦлл   ϷоΣтслΦрф   ϷтΣлооΦлл   ϷуфΣфммΦпр   ϷсуΣуотΦлл   ϷнмΣлтпΦпр   ϷруΣнфнΦтр  

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ  ϷмлΣнноΦнп   ϷмоΣоуфΦлл   ϷόоΣмсрΦтсύ  ϷрΣпмлΦор   ϷмлмΣлууΦол   ϷммнΣнрсΦлл   ϷόммΣмстΦтлύ  ϷрпΣлнфΦрт  

         

                 

 hǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ  
wŜǾŜƴǳŜ 

hǾŜǊ ό ¦ƴŘŜǊύ 
9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ   ϷсслΦор   ϷόсΣнссΦллύ  ϷсΣфнсΦор   ϷмΣсннΦср   ϷόммΣмтсΦурύ  ϷόпоΣпмфΦллύ  ϷонΣнпнΦмр   ϷпΣнсоΦму  


