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From Pastor Rita
February, 2022

p. 1 “From Pastor Rita”,
Dates at a glance

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captive, and recovery of sight to
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
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p. 3 “About Faith Lutheran”,
Homebound members

(Luke 4:18-19, NRSV)

p. 4 Important dates,
Upcoming Events

Dear siblings in Christ!

p. 5 Calendar

We as a church as a whole have been through a very challenging season this
past year. There is no doubt that this has been the most challenging period of
my pastoral ministry and I don't expect that to stop any time soon! Despite this,
I want you to know that I also see and hear some beautiful things in our
congregation that encourage me during this season. I see members of the church
calling one another, listening and praying for one another. Congregants are
eager to serve each other in whatever capacity they can. Because of this, I feel
encouraged that we are part of God's mission in the world

*There are no Council Minutes
for this month as the Church
Council did not meet in
December.

Dates at a Glance


Feb. 2, 2022
Groundhog Day



Feb. 14, 2022
Valentine’s Day



Feb. 20, 2022
Annual Meeting

God has sent us His Son, Jesus Christ. Not just for a chosen group, but for
all of us, the Son is given. The mission of God's Son in this world is made clear
once again during the Epiphany season, when we are reminded both of God's
mission and our own mission in this world.
The mission of God in our world is necessarily our mission in the world, and
that is to be in relationship with one another, to see each person as an aspect of
the God who made them, and to be aware of both their humanity and divinity.
As Langton wrote in his poem, “whatever race you be, will share the
bounties of the earth..” It is this quest for belonging, sharing the bounties of the
earth, that continually pulls us back together, and reorients us back to the God
from whom true relationship springs.
Creation is healed, restored, and fulfilled through a relationship with the
Triune God, and this is why relationships are so essential to human survival.
God the Everlasting renews, empowers, and calls us, again and again, each day
of our lives out of isolation and into wholeness.

Office hours for
Faith Lutheran Church:

Mon. through Thurs.

As Christians, we are called to live and love with all that we have, because
the love of Christ is everything we are and are meant to be.

9AM—2PM
Incase of Pastoral
Emergencies Pastor Rita
can be reached at
1(312) 478-6212
Or by email at
critawilliam@gmail.com

With your help, I am confident that together we will develop a culture of
softer hearts, stronger practices of prayer and worship, and greater love for both
Jesus and one another.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Rita.

Join us Sundays at 10:30am*
You can also watch live on Facebook

*We begin with organ music at 10:20am .
Later the service may be watched on our website

https://www.faithlutheransaultstemarie.org/ .
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Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
I had the honor of installing Pastor Catherine Ford at Faith Lutheran in Three Lakes,
WI on Sunday, January 9. Not only was this a long-awaited event for Faith because
they had been without a pastor for more than two years, but the event needed to be
rescheduled because of weather.
So it was with great joy that the congregation gathered, both online and a few in
person, masked and spread out in the pews, to celebrate this new partnership of pastor
and congregation.
In the Northern Great Lakes Synod, we schedule our installations of new pastors in the
afternoon so that neighboring clergy can also attend, offering their support and a
visible reminder that the church is more than one congregation, so that as a whole
synod we rejoice together. The color of the day is always red in acknowledgement of
the work of the Spirit that forged the new partnership and brought us all to this moment of celebration.
And just after the Installation Rite is completed, I present the new pastor to the congregation. When the
applause has faded, I invite the pastoral leaders who are present to introduce themselves and offer a word of
greeting.
At the installation of Pastor Ford, her mentor, Pastor Kari Vadis, was the first to speak. And into this moment
still glowing warmly with good wishes and fresh from enthusiastic applause, Pastor Vadis recounts what was
said at her installation. To the newly installed Pastor Ford, she says, “Here is your congregation.” And as
everyone smiles, she adds, “They will disappoint you. They will let you down.”
I confess this is not what I was expecting. I wondered where she was going with this. It was like a bucket of
cold water being dumped on the good feels and warm happiness of the moment. But then, she went on. “Yes,
they will disappoint you. But love them anyway. Forgive them, anyway.” And then she added as she
addressed the congregation, “Here is your pastor. She will let you down. She will disappoint you. Love her
anyway. Forgive her anyway.”
I do not know who said this to Pastor Kari at her installation, but these wise words continue to resonate.
The relationship of pastoral leader to congregation, and congregation to pastoral leader, indeed any relationship
that we are in, cannot move forward without forgiveness and love. And in our current times, this has never
been more true than now.
We have all suffered disappointments. Between adaptations and adjustments, pandemic protocols and sickness,
loss of traditions and loss of loved ones, we are weary. And the reality is, we are not done with this yet.
I believe congregations are well practiced now at making decisions together. You know your context, your
vaccination rate, and the rate of compliance when it comes to wearing a mask. If I can provide any more clarity
to what you already know, I offer this:
•

Continue, if possible, with an online worship option.

•

Stay home if you feel sick, even if you only have a cold.

•

Get vaccinated, if possible. While it will not prevent a person from getting COVID-19, it will diminish
the possibility of hospitalization and death.

•

Decide together if in-person worship is advisable, given vaccination rates in the congregation and the
burden on the local healthcare system.

•

Continue to love and forgive each other, even as we are weary and disappointed.

As the year of our Lord 2022 continues, we find our strength from the presence of
Christ in each other. God gives us what we need for the challenges we face now, and
the challenges ahead. And together we move forward, one step at a time.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan
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The Pathfinder is the monthly
newsletter of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America community at :
Faith Lutheran Church, 1600 Park Street,
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. (906) 632-7246
The deadline for the Pathfinder is
the 15th of each month.
Please send articles, comments, news items
c/o Pathfinder Editor, 1600 Park St. Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
or e-mail to faithlc1966@att.net
Pastor: Rev. Rita Chirala
Church Office Administrator/Editor: Sean Uhrig
Congregation Council: Catherine Tibbett,
Will Karr, Vicki Luoma, Wayne Olsen,
Ese Osumili, Steve Sanderson, Jack Armstrong,
and Ken Randall

Faith Lutheran Church
is a member congregation of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Synod website: nglsynod.org
Denomination website: elca.org

Our homebound and nursing home
members are often so isolated that
your phone call, visit, even a card
can mean the difference between
lonely existence and continued life
in our faith community. What can
you do? Please reach out to those
who have been such a vital part of
our congregation and give back.

Beverly Tankersley– Medilodge– Rm C8
1011 Meridian St. SSM, MI 49783
Alice Isaacson– P.O. Box 1858
SSM, MI 49783 (906)259-0402
Copper Garrett- 5036 W. Five Mile Rd.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)632-8727
Linda Doran- 590 Three 1/2 Mile Rd.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)632-6483

The first part of the 2022 Annual Meeting will
be held February 20, 2022. There are 4 seats
to be filled on the council this year. If you are
interested please get your information in to a
Council Member. We also need 2 delegates to
represent us for the Synod Assembly.
SYNOD Assembly
On the topic of the Synod Assembly, this year
it will be a hybrid assembly. With virtual
workshops during the week of the assembly,
and the last day of the assembly will see voting
members, in-person at their conferences
designated host church, connected to the other
host churches via Zoom. Faith has been
designated our conferences host church.

Ruth Ronquist- Merlin Home– 1703 Hyde St.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)253-2331
Walter Pell- 605 W. Portage Ave.
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 635-6002
Al Picotte- P.O. Box 580
Cedarville, MI 49719

(906) 630-8806

Mary Oja - McKinley Manor, 110-E 2023 W 4th,
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 632-7496
Louise Rogers- 332 Arlington Ct. #102
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 253-1580
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Thank you to everyone
who helped decorate and
un-decorate the church.
We are so appreciative of
everyone’s willingness to
help out. Thanks!!!

Ken & Joy Lake
60 years
3rd
4th
5th
6th
6th
8th
8th
9th
10th
11th
11th
11th
13th
19th
21st
21st
26th
28th

Dennis Aho
Russell White
Gregory Oja
Rebecca Booth
Bonnie White
Daniel Gervasio
Eunice Kinnear
John McDonald
William Skidmore
Matt Brindley
Julia Gervasio
Jamie Sanderson
Steve Sanderson
Marc Carr
Willard Kocsovsky
Beverly Tankersley
Kiahna Sanderson
Melissa Bricco

2/3/62

Patricia & Wayne Olsen
53 years

2/15/69

Join us for a Healing
Service, Sunday
February 6th,
following our regular
worship service.

Nancy & Paul Brewster
34 years

2/13/88

WELCA will be meeting at
Faith on February 2nd at
10:30am for their bible study,
meeting, and meal

Pledge Cards
Pledge Cards were included in your envelope with your
2021 Contribution statement and 2022 Stewardship letter.
We ask that you please fill out your pledge card and
return it to the church by the end of February. Thank you!

February 14th

Until we have Sunday school children
ready to return to in-person lessons,
we will continue to deliver bulletins
and supplies to Sunday school
students as we have been doing.
The next packet will be delivered
early this month.
2021 Annual Reports
Annual reports will be available in the
church office for review ahead of the
Annual Meeting (February 20th).
Thank you to everyone who wrote a
report that was included this year.

Important Dates Regarding the ELCA Youth Gathering
Plans for the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering continue to move forward with
caution. Registration will remain open through May 22 and the Gathering
will take place July 24-28 in Minneapolis, MN.
• February 22, 2022: Late Registration begins
• May 22, 2022: Registration closes
• July 24-28, 2022: ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN
For additional information, visit http://elca.org/YouthGathering
or call the Faith church office at 906-632-7246.
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Transfiguration
of Our Lord

27
Luke 9:28-43

Annual Meeting

20
Luke 6:27-38

28
Psalm 35:11-28

21
Psalm 38

14
Psalm 120

13
Luke 6:17-26

Valentine’s Day

7
Psalm 115

Monday

6
Luke 5:1-11

Sunday

16
Jeremiah 22:11-17

9
Luke 5:27-32

2
Luke 2:22-40

Wednesday

22
23
1 Corinthians
Luke 17:1-4
11:17-22, 27-33

15
2 Corinthians
1:12-19

8
1 Samuel 9:1510:1b

1
2 Kings 5:1-14

Tuesday

24
Acts 3:11-16

17
Romans 8:1-11

10
Acts 13:26-34

3
Acts 9:19b-25

Thursday

25
Acts 10:1-8

18
1 John 2:12-17

11
1 Peter 1:17-2:1

4
Acts 9:26-31

Friday

26
Deuteronomy
9:15-24

19
Luke 12:57-59

12
Jeremiah 17:1-4

5
Judges 3:7-11

Saturday

February 2022
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