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From Pastor Rita
March, 2022

p. 1 “From Pastor Rita”,
Dates at a glance

“By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to
the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust
you shall return.”
(Genesis 3:19, NRSV)
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Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

p. 5 Kids Closet Collection
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The season of Lent is almost here, and we will see creation's new birth in
just a few weeks as it begins around springtime. Lent is meant to be a time of
reflection and repentance. Early Christians developed the season of Lent as a
time of preparation in order to experience the full meaning of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. This is the most Holy Time of the year and it is also a time when
we can grow spiritually and experience new birth through Christ.

p. 6 Council Minutes (Cont.)
p. 7 Calendar

The forty days of Lent are a time for us to re-examine ourselves in the
presence of God and one another. During this sacred season, I invite you to join
us for five Wednesdays of Lent, for Contemplative Worship Service at 6pm.
We take time for stillness, meditation, and quietness.

Dates at a Glance


March. 2, 2022
Ash Wednesday



March 13, 2022
Daylight Savings



March 17, 2022
St. Patrick’s Day

During this holy season of Lent, may God bless you and grant you His
Everlasting Grace.
Yours in Christ
Pastor Rita.
Ways to worship during Lent
Ash Wednesday –Mar. 2nd at 7PM

Office hours for
Faith Lutheran Church:

Sunday Mar. 6th in-person and online at 10:30AM
Wednesday Mar. 9th Lenten Mid-week Service in-person only at 6PM

Mon. through Thurs.

Sunday Mar. 13th in-person and online at 10:30AM

9AM—2PM

Wednesday Mar. 16th Lenten Mid-week Service in-person only at 6PM

Incase of Pastoral
Emergencies Pastor Rita
can be reached at
1(312) 478-6212
Or by email at
critawilliam@gmail.com

Sunday Mar. 20th in-person and online at 10:30AM
Wednesday Mar. 23rd Lenten Mid-week Service in-person only at 6PM
Sunday Mar. 27th in-person and online at 10:30AM
Wednesday Mar. 30th Lenten Mid-week Service in-person only at 6PM
Sunday Apr. 3rd in-person and online at 10:30AM
Wednesday Apr. 6th Lenten Mid-week Service in-person only at 6PM

Join us Sundays at 10:30am*
You can also watch live on Facebook

*We begin with organ music at 10:20am .
Later the service may be watched on our website

https://www.faithlutheransaultstemarie.org/ .
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From Pastor Jim Duehring—Assistant to the Bishop
“Churches are Changing—Sometimes for the Better”
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted all aspects of our lives. Our churches and our lives of faith
most certainly have been affected. One is tempted to view the pandemic as only having negative
impacts. There is no denying the death toll and ubiquitous stress are not positive outcomes. But
one can legitimately see the work of God in the midst of it all.
Many Christian congregations (estimated at 175,000 congregations nationwide) have stepped up to
“be the church” for not only their own people but for the larger community. More than one half of
American Christian congregations have started a new ministry or expanded an existing ministry
during the pandemic. And, on average, these congregations have expanded three or more outreach
activities. One fifth of congregations had ministries related to the pandemic—vaccine clinics, mask
making, etc.
Additional evidence of adaptability is shown by the survey result of now 86% of churches being willing to change to meet new challenges as opposed to only 73% just prior to the pandemic.
The Hartford Institute for Religion Research summarized recent research by saying, “The level of
new and intensified social outreach and community ministry undertaken by the nation’s churches
is monumental.”
•
•
•

•
•
•

Do you see God at work in new and faithful ways in your
congregation these last two years?
Is your congregation offering online streaming services?
Is your congregation now asking question about how to
reach out to those folks who are viewing online worship
services?
Did your congregation host a vaccine clinic?
Did your congregation engage in a study and reflection on
systemic problems in our society?
Did your congregation host a food pantry or feeding program?

It seems to me that when we are under great stress, we are naturally drawn to the deeper existential questions. What is the purpose and meaning of my life? And the parallel existential questions
of Christian communities: What is the purpose of my congregation?
Most congregations in the ELCA worship on average 100 or fewer people a week. Most congregations in all denominations tend to be rather small. But small can be beautiful. Small can be powerful. Small can allow you to pivot more quickly. Small can still be very significant.
The metaphor of the “remnant” is part of the Old Testament narrative. When the faith community
was fractured and broken up because of many factors including disobedience as well as outside
forces, a small and faithful remnant remained. God wasn’t through bringing life out of death dealing situations.
The prophet Ezekiel was asked by God, “Shall these dry bones live?” (Ezekiel 37)
You and your congregation might feel pretty stressed and dried up. God is still God. God is not
through with us. The Sovereign God has power to add sinew and life to bones that seem useless
and dead.
As one church member from our synod said, “We’re still here.”
(Note: Much of the information for this article was taken from a new report
by the Hartford Institute for Religion Research, “Congregational Response to
the Pandemic: Extraordinary Social Outreach in a Time of Crisis” as cited in
an online article by Adelle Banks in Ministry Watch, December 22, 2021.)
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The Pathfinder is the monthly
newsletter of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America community at :
Faith Lutheran Church, 1600 Park Street,
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. (906) 632-7246
The deadline for the Pathfinder is
the 15th of each month.
Please send articles, comments, news items
c/o Pathfinder Editor, 1600 Park St. Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
or e-mail to faithlc1966@att.net
Pastor: Rev. Rita Chirala
Church Office Administrator/Editor: Sean Uhrig
Congregation Council: Catherine Tibbett,
Will Karr, Vicki Luoma, Wayne Olsen,
Ese Osumili, Steve Sanderson, Jack Armstrong,
and Ken Randall

Faith Lutheran Church
is a member congregation of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Synod website: nglsynod.org
Denomination website: elca.org
Pledge Cards
If you have not turned in your pledge card yet,
we ask that you do so as soon as possible.

SYNOD Assembly
This year the Synod Assembly will be a hybrid
assembly. With virtual workshops during the
week of the assembly (May 9-13), and the last
day of the assembly (May 14) will see voting
members, in-person at their conference’s
designated Host Church, connected to the
Synod “base of operations” and the other Host
Churches via Zoom. Faith has been designated
our conferences Host Church. More details
will be forthcoming
The ELCA Youth Gathering has been canceled
for this year — BUT if you are looking for events
and opportunities for high schoolers to explore and
deepen their faith, the SYNOD has provided us with
a few alternatives. If you are interested, please
contact the church office for more details.

Our homebound and nursing home
members are often so isolated that
your phone call, visit, even a card
can mean the difference between
lonely existence and continued life
in our faith community. What can
you do? Please reach out to those
who have been such a vital part of
our congregation and give back.

Beverly Tankersley– Medilodge– Rm A10
1011 Meridian St. SSM, MI 49783
Alice Isaacson– P.O. Box 1858
SSM, MI 49783 (906)259-0402
Copper Garrett- 5036 W. Five Mile Rd.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)632-8727
Linda Doran- 590 Three 1/2 Mile Rd.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)632-6483
Ruth Ronquist- Merlin Home– 1703 Hyde St.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)253-2331
Walter Pell- 605 W. Portage Ave.
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 635-6002
Mary Oja - McKinley Manor, 110-E 2023 W 4th,
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 632-7496
Louise Rogers- 332 Arlington Ct. #102
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 253-1580
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WELCA will be

Gail & Jim Knight
63 years
3/28/59
2nd
4th
7th
7th
8th
8th
11th
13th
13th
14th
15th
18th
18th
19th
24th
30th
30th
31st

Tiffany Kagarise
Catherine Tibbett
Jason Markstrom
Annette Wojnaroski
Kenneth Lake
Linda Doran
Michael East
Mary Oja
Billy Norton
Jeanne Thompson
Gary Suriano
Heather East
Aili Allen
Ken Randall
Jack Bachand
Greg Brewster
Ashley Flickinger
Susan Cox

meeting at
Faith on
March 2nd at
10:30am for
their bible study,
meeting, and meal

Linda & Michael Doran
47 years
3/15/75
Dave & Pat Deatrick
46 years
3/13/76
Matthew & Tiffany Kagarise
6 years
3/12/16

Join us for a Healing
Service, Sunday
March 6th,
following our regular
worship service.

Ash Wednesday Worship, on March 2nd, will be in-person
only, at 7PM We hope to see many of you here!

Youth Pop Can Collection!
We have again put out our pop can collection bin in the
lobby. All proceeds will go towards our youth here at
Faith. We thank everyone who donated in the past and
everyone who has been saving up, eagerly awaiting for
us to begin collecting again.
World Hunger Quarter Boxes!

The flowers adorning our altar are given
to the Glory of God by WELCA.
We would also like to thank Lily Randall
for tending to them, they are greatly
appreciated and so lovely.

It’s that time of year again! We are collecting for the
Synod’s World Hunger Campaign. Quarter boxes are
available in the lobby. We ask that you collect throughout
Lent and at the end, return the box so we can get it all
counted before the Synod Assembly this year in May!

Masks are now optional
On February 22, 2022 the Church Council voted to make masks optional. We ask
that you still socially distance, and every 3rd pew will still be roped off to show you
where you may safely be seated. If you would still prefer to wear a mask, you may,
but we are no longer requiring the wearing of them.
We also continue to ask that everyone please refrain from shaking hands and hugging
when greeting others before and after worship service, and to instead to use the peace
sign.
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Washington
School
Kids Closet
Thank you to
everyone who
brought in items
for the Washington
School Kids Closet.
They were very
thankful for all the
generous donations
made by our
congregation.

Faith Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
January 18, 2022
The meeting was called to order by President Cathy Tibbett at 7:10 p.m.
Members present: Cathy Tibbett, Jack Armstrong, Vicki Luoma, Pastor Rita Chirala, Ken
Randall, Wayne Olsen, Steve Sanderson, Will Karr, Ese Osumili
Members absent: None
Guest: Louise Armstrong
Devotions: January – Pastor Rita said a prayer. February – Vicki Luoma
Minutes: Steve Sanderson made a motion to accept the minutes of November 16, 2021.
Seconded by Ken Randall. Motion carried.
Future meetings:
Council meeting - Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Annual Meeting – February 20, 2022
Counters: January – Wayne Olsen and Cathy Tibbett February- Steve Sanderson and
Cathy Tibbett
Old Business: None
New Business:
Constitution: Ken Randall made a motion to approve the two changes in the Constitution
(Financial Secretary and Officers to the Council). Seconded by Steve Sanderson. Motion
carried.
Annual Meeting – February 20, 2022 after the church service
Candidates for Council – There are (3) 3-year terms and
(1) 1- year term. Will Karr and Sandy Lawson have submitted
their names for 3-year terms. Vicki Luoma has submitted her name
for the 1-year term. Any church member can submit their name to
President Cathy Tibbett or Sean in the church office.
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(Council Minutes continued)
Synod Delegates – Two delegates are needed for the Synod convention.
Synod Assembly – The synod assembly will be held May 12-14 and will be hybrid this
year. Hybrid means it will be held at one EUP church with the other churches in the EUP
attending. The business meeting will be on Saturday, May 14.
Sunday School – Materials will continue to be delivered to students.
Office email change – Weekly emails and Pathfinder will no longer be coming from flcpathfinder@outlook.com , but instead faithlutheranchurchssm@gmail.com
faithlc1966@att.net remains the main office email for normal correspondence
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Rita gave her Pastor’s report.
Committee Reports:
Christian Education: Sunday School students are receiving a bag of materials to do at
home and this will continue. Confirmation is going well. There are 6 students in the
confirmation class.
Come to the Table – Come to the Table will be begin when it is safe to gather indoors.
Endowment – No Report.
Fellowship – No Report
Worship and Music – Continue to use all of WOV, Setting 5 Hymn of Praise. Keep 2
communion hymns, one to sing & 1 organ or piano music. Continue with healing services,
despite low attendance. Preparations were planned for Advent and the Christmas Eve 7:00
p.m.service. No Christmas Day service. Sunday, December 26 service at 10:30 a.m.
Greening of church on Dec. 5. Reinstate ushers, at least one per service. Dave Erforth
generally will be off the last Sunday of the month. The next meeting will be on January 18.
Membership – No Report
Outreach – 124 Save A Lot Bags were distributed. Four large trash bags of Items were
donated to Hearthside. Donations will be collected in February, March, and April for
Washington Elementary School.
Stewardship – Each Sunday in January there is a Stewardship presentation. The pledge
sheets are in the envelopes with the contribution statements in the narthex.
Finance – Steve gave the financial report. The earnings on the investment accounts did
well. We cannot count on this to happen every year. There was a donation of $5000 from
a former member’s estate, a $500 donation from a couple who visit in the summer, and
borrowing from the investment account which helped to balance the budget for 2021.
Property – Norris still plans to do the driveway in the spring. There was a shortage of
asphalt.
Memorial – No Report
Campus Ministry – No Report
WELCA – Our December 8 meeting was at Applebee’s at 11:30. We met at church after and
put together goodie bags and a small Christmas tree for the Shut-ins and delivered them.
We met at church on January 12 for a meeting. We made our annual donations to Road to
Recovery, Students in Transition, Fortune Lake, WELCA synod, Faith Lutheran Altar Guild,
and Lily Randall for plants or flowers for the altar.
Staff Support – No Report
A motion was made by Will Karr to accept the committee reports
including the pastor’s report. Seconded by Steve Sanderson.
Motion carried.
Motion to adjourn: Ken Randall made a motion to adjourn the
meeting. Seconded by Steve Sanderson. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Vicki Luoma, Council Secretary
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Worship 10:30AM

27
Luke
15:1-3, 11b-32

Worship 10:30AM

20
Luke 13:1-9

28
Psalm 53

21
Psalm 39

14
Psalm 105:1-42

13
Luke 13:31-35

Worship 10:30AM
DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS

7
Psalm 17

Monday

6
Luke 4:1-13
Worship 10:30AM
Healing Service
after worship

Sunday
3
Acts 7:30-34

Thursday

16
2 Chronicles 20:1-22

17
Revelation 2:8-11

9
10
Job 1:1-22
Philippians 3:2-12
Confirmation 3:30PM
Lenten Worship 6PM

2
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
WELCA 10:30AM
Confirmation 3:30PM
ASH WED. 7PM

Wednesday

Confirmation 3:30PM
Lenten Worship 6PM

23
Numbers 13:17-27

Confirmation 3:30PM
Lenten Worship 6PM

29
30
Revelation 19:9-10 Luke 9:10-17

22
Romans
2:12-16

31
Philippians 2:19-24

24
2 Corinthians
4:16—5:5

Confirmation 3:30PM
Council Mtg. 7PM Lenten Worship 6PM ST. PATRICK’S DAY

15
1 Corinthians
10:1-13

8
Zechariah
3:1-10

1
Acts 10:23b-33

Tuesday

5
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

Saturday

25
Luke 1:26-38

18
Revelation 3:1-6

26
Exodus 32:7-14

19
Matthew
1:16, 18-21, 24a

11
12
Philippians 3:17-20 Psalm 118:26-29

4
Exodus 6:1-13

Friday

MARCH 2022

PATHFINDER
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YEAR OF LUKE
MARCH 2022
LENT
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