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Dates at a Glance


April 10, 2022
Palm Sunday



April 14, 2022
Maundy Thursday



April 15, 2022
Good Friday



April 17, 2022
EASTER DAY

April, 2022 .
Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with
weeping, and with mourning. (Joel 2: 12, NRSV)
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Lent is a season of fasting where many Christians follow the example of
Jesus by fasting for 40 days. Fasting has been described as the “voluntary
denial of an otherwise normal function for the sake of temporary intensified
spiritual activity.”
If you decide to fast this season, try to fast from anger, hatred, jealousy,
envy, and start loving God, yourself, and your neighbor. Rather than giving up
something for Lent, focus on adding an activity that you can do that will draw
you more deeply into God's presence, such as praying, reading the Bible, or
spending quiet time with God.
We renew ourselves through penance, fasting, and other spiritual disciplines
during Lent. We remember the forty years that Israel wandered in the desert
looking for the promised land. A forty-day period of floods and storms in the
story of Noah's Ark. We also remember Jesus' forty days in the wilderness.
Lent is about those words from the book of Joel: "return to me with all of
your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning." (Joel 2:12) My
dear congregants, this is a time of renewing our relationship with God and one
another. It is time to spread more love around us.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Rita.

Lenten worship in April

Office hours for
Faith Lutheran Church:

Sunday Apr. 3rd in-person and online at 10:30AM

Mon. through Thurs.

Wednesday Apr. 6th Mid-week Service in-person only at 6PM

9AM—2PM
Incase of Pastoral
Emergencies Pastor Rita
can be reached at
1(312) 478-6212
Or by email at
critawilliam@gmail.com

Holy Week
Palm Sunday Apr. 10th in-person and online at 10:30AM
Maundy Thursday Apr. 14th in-person only at 7:00PM
Good Friday Apr. 15th in-person only at 7:00PM
EASTER Sunday April 17th in-person and online at 10:30AM

Join us Sundays at 10:30am*
You can also watch live on Facebook

*We begin with organ music at 10:20am .
Later the service may be watched on our website

https://www.faithlutheransaultstemarie.org/ .
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Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
I remember my first time going to Bible camp, where the youth of the church and their friends gather for a week
of fun, fellowship, learning, and more.
As often happens at Bible camp, the campers were led through a series of team building exercises, one of which
was “The Trust Fall.” I would guess many of you have participated in this exercise and even as you read this,
you’re remembering your own experience. Did they catch you? Did you fall to the ground? Did you drop
anybody?
For those of you unfamiliar with “The Trust Fall,” I give you the following description. Imagine you are standing
on the very edge of a picnic table, with just enough of your toes on one end to keep you standing on the table and
your heels hanging off the side. You have been instructed that at the moment when you fall back that you are to
cross your arms over your chest to keep from flailing wildly and accidently whacking someone in the face or
taking out a fellow camper’s eye. Your heart begins to race as you watch your fellow campers below the table
arrange themselves in two lines. They stand facing each other starting from the edge of that picnic table. Their
arms are outstretched in a pattern that alternates elbows and wrists, left and right, from each side of the line.
You look down at them at what seems like a very flimsy zippered net of skinny middle school arms. Sure, there’s
the camp counselor, but that person is not particularly positioned to catch you. Your fellow campers are supposed
to catch you…with their scrawny pre-pubescent arms they’re supposed to catch you. These fellow middle school
campers look up at you, and you can see that they’re not so sure about this either. The full magnitude of this
action settles into your gut as you realize what this all means, that you’re supposed to fall backwards from the
discomfiting four-foot height of the picnic table into this bony net of weak, angular wrists and elbows, mere ulnas
and radiuses, that you’re quite sure will snap and break like dry twigs when your body slams into them.
You have never witnessed a trust fall, and you’re pretty sure that you’re going to get hurt somehow. But the
camp counselor assures you that all will be well. You consider stepping off that picnic table, but everyone is
looking at you, and you don’t want to be considered a coward. So you steel yourself, cross your arms over your
chest, and with grim resolve, face forward. You hear your counselor say, “Ready?” and you reply with a
conviction you don’t feel, “Ready!” Fall away!
And through an act of will you let your body fall backward. But really, more accurately, you let go of what’s
keeping you upright, you let go of fear and apprehension, you let go of all the reasons not to let go. You let your
body fall….and you trust that scrawny net of bony pre-pubescent arms to catch you even as you brace yourself for
a spine jarring impact on your tail bone. For a brief, shining, moment, you are airborne. You are in flight. You
are weightless, until you feel those scrawny arms catch you, surprising in their strength, their resolve, to care for
you, to keep you safe, and not let you hit the ground.
And you are amazed! Euphoric! The adrenaline of that brief act of courage hits you like a wave of joy. You are
so relieved…and surprised! Who knew scrawny pre-pubescent arms could work so well together? To catch even
a body in free fall? Who knew?
In Hebrews 11:1 we read, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
For the past two years, in many ways, we have been in freefall…this untethered descent into the space of the
unknown, uncertain of our landing, unsure of the damages and unclear how much we can depend on those we
need to depend on.
No, the pandemic is not over. No, we have not yet “landed.” Yet, God gives us instructions through Jesus the
Christ as to how we should line up in order to provide safety for ourselves and others. One of us, alone, cannot
provide the needed support, but all of us together, with combined strength and resolve, can work well together, no
matter how ill equipped we might seem. We have Christ’s own assurance, that even though we cannot see the
presence of God, God is with us.
Ultimately, in faith, we trust that God will catch us. In faith, we trust that together, we have
what it takes to care for each other and keep each other safe. In faith, we are stronger than
we know and braver than we feel. In faith, we have received the promise of God’s abiding
presence.
We may not ever feel ready, and yet, in faith, by the grace of God, we are blessed to
“fall away” and feel the love of God in the many arms of the community of faith that
seek to catch us.
Yours in Christ,
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Bishop Katherine Finegan

The Pathfinder is the monthly
newsletter of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America community at :
Faith Lutheran Church, 1600 Park Street,
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. (906) 632-7246
The deadline for the Pathfinder is
the 15th of each month.
Please send articles, comments, news items
c/o Pathfinder Editor, 1600 Park St. Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
or e-mail to faithlc1966@att.net
Pastor: Rev. Rita Chirala
Church Office Administrator/Editor: Sean Uhrig
Congregation Council: Catherine Tibbett,
Will Karr, Vicki Luoma, Wayne Olsen,
Ese Osumili, Steve Sanderson, Jack Armstrong,
and Ken Randall

Faith Lutheran Church
is a member congregation of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Synod website: nglsynod.org
Denomination website: elca.org

Our homebound and nursing home
members are often so isolated that
your phone call, visit, even a card
can mean the difference between
lonely existence and continued life
in our faith community. What can
you do? Please reach out to those
who have been such a vital part of
our congregation and give back.

Beverly Tankersley– Medilodge– Rm A10
1011 Meridian St. SSM, MI 49783
Alice Isaacson– P.O. Box 1858
SSM, MI 49783 (906)259-0402
Copper Garrett- 5036 W. Five Mile Rd.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)632-8727

SYNOD Assembly
This year the Synod Assembly will be a hybrid
assembly. With virtual workshops during the
week of the assembly (May 9-13), and the last
day of the assembly (May 14) will see voting
members, in-person at their conference’s
designated Host Church, Faith has been designated our conferences Host Church. More details will be forthcoming

The ELCA Youth Gathering has been canceled
for this year — BUT if you are looking for events
and opportunities for high schoolers to explore and
deepen their faith, the SYNOD has provided us with
a few alternatives. If you are interested, please
contact the church office for more details.

Linda Doran- 590 Three 1/2 Mile Rd.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)632-6483
Ruth Ronquist- Merlin Home– 1703 Hyde St.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)253-2331
Mary Oja - McKinley Manor, 110-E 2023 W 4th,
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 632-7496
Louise Rogers- 332 Arlington Ct. #102
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 253-1580
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Tony & Lorna Bricco
04/20/1985 37 years
Jeff & Kristina Benoit
04/28/2001 21 years
Lori & Corey Strickland
04/24/2004 18 years

4th
5th
8th
9th
12th
14th
14th
15th
18th
18th
19th
20th
21st
24th
25th
26th
26th
27th
28th
28th
28th
30th
30th

Ken Kinnear
Loretta Hallsey
Ruth Ann Brindley
Andrew Skidmore
Kyle Fickinger
Brian Marken
Bill Markstrom
Mike Lawson
Kristina Benoit
Victor Gordon
Shelley Peterman
Lakeisha Richards
Margaret Laursen
Linda Sumner
Steven Markstrom
Nicholas East
Aiden Lawson
Aurora Kelly
Genevieve Kinnear
Jackie Sanderson
Dan White
David Deatrick
Darren Keller

WELCA will be
meeting at Faith on
April 6th at 10:30am
for their bible study,
meeting, and meal

EASTER LILIES
Do you feel that? I think it’s
spring! What better way to
usher in the long awaited
change in season then by
filling the sanctuary with
beautiful flowers. A signup
sheet for Easter Lilies can be
found in the lobby. The cost
is $10 and that can be
dropped off to Sean in the
office at your convenience.
If you happen to see any
other flowers while out and
about that you think would
look wonderful in the
sanctuary feel free to pick
them up and bring them in
for Easter Sunday!

Ways to Commune during
Holy Week.
Palm Sunday (April 10th) and
Maundy Thursday (April 14th)
Holy Communion will be offered
in-person only.
Easter Sunday (April 17th)
Communion will be offered at
in-person worship and after the
service by way of drive-thru from
12:00pm to 12:30pm for those who
watched the service online, but did not
attend in-person.

World Hunger Quarter Boxes!
We are asking that you please return your World Hunger Coin Boxes by April 17th so that we may get
it counted in time for the Synod
Assembly. If you didn’t pick up a
box but would like to donate to
this cause, you may write a check
to Faith Lutheran Church with a
memo of “World Hunger”.

EASTER BRUNCH IS BACK!!!
Join us Easter Sunday, April 17th, after worship for the
return of Easter Brunch. We will be having muffins, coffee
cake, fruit salad, and ham sandwiches along with coffee,
tea and juice. We look forward to seeing many of you there!
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Lenten Socks and Underwear Challenge
It's not too late to join! The NGLS Youth Ministry Team is looking to challenge a minimum of
40 congregations to collect at least 40 pairs of socks and underwear this Lenten season.

HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE?
• Join the “NGLS Youth Information/Events” Facebook Page and the “NGLS Youth”
Instagram Page.
• Commit to collecting at least 40 pairs of new socks and underwear throughout Lent.
• Share this information with everyone in your congregation, especially youth!
• Use your social media accounts to create awareness and excitement about our goal.
• Collect socks and underwear.
• Distribute the socks and underwear to shelters and schools in your community OR send
them with local youth to the Tri-Synodical Gathering taking place this summer, where
they will be delivered to The Drawer and distributed to people in need.
• Post your success on social media.

REBOUND
The Tri-Synodical Youth Gathering July 25-27, 2022 will be a smaller, spin-off of the
ELCA Youth Gathering and will allow participants from the Northern Great Lakes Synod,
Northwest Synod of WI, and La Crosse Area Synod to connect with each other in Christian
community. Visit http://nwswi.org/rebound or view the flyer in our lobby for additional
information.

Save The Date!
July 17th—Worship in the Park at Sherman Park
More information to come!
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Faith Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
February 22, 2022
The meeting was called to order by President Cathy Tibbett at 7:10 p.m. by zoom.
Members present: Cathy Tibbett, Vicki Luoma, Pastor Rita Chirala, Ken Randall, Steve
Sanderson, Will Karr, Sandy Lawson, Ese Osumili
Member absent: Wayne Olsen
Devotions: February – Cathy Tibbett gave the devotions March – Sandy Lawson
Minutes: Steve Sanderson made a motion to accept the minutes of January 18, 2022.
Seconded by Will Karr. Motion carried.
Sandy Lawson made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 20, 2022 Special
Council meeting. Seconded by Ken Randall. Motion carried.
Future meetings: Council meeting - Tuesday, March 15, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Counters: February- Wayne Olsen and Cathy Tibbett March – Will Karr and Ken Randall
New Business: New Council Members: New members on the council elected by the
congregation on February 20, 2022 are: Will Karr, Sandy Lawson, and Ese Osumili for the
3-year terms and Vicki Luoma has been elected for the 1-year term.
Cathy Tibbett and Sandy Lawson were elected as Synod Delegates.
Schedules: Contact information, Council members on committees, and Council members
meeting dates, devotions, and counting were discussed.
Requests to use the church: Motion was made to open the church to outside groups with
a possible increase in rates beginning March, 2022. Seconded by Sandy Lawson. Motion
carried.
Synod Assembly: The synod assembly will be held May 9-13 and will be hybrid this year.
Hybrid means it will be held at one EUP church with the other churches in the EUP
attending. The meetings on May 9-13 will be by Zoom. The business meeting will be on
Saturday, May 14 hosted by Faith Lutheran Church.
Youth Leader: Steve Sanderson and Cathy Tibbett will be Youth Leaders for Faith.
Masks: Sandy Lawson made a motion to have masks-wearing be optional in the church.
Seconded by Ken Randall. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Rita gave her Pastor’s report.
Committee Reports: Christian Education - Sunday School students are receiving a bag
of materials to do at home and this will continue. There are 5 students + 1 guest in the
confirmation class. Students will be confirmed in the spring of 2023.
Come to the Table – No Report
Endowment – Disbursement of $250 was given to Road to Recovery from the Endowment
Fund.
Fellowship – No Report
Worship and Music – Ash Wednesday - March 2 at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday Lenten
Gathering at 6:00 p.m. prayer service. No soup suppers. Worship & Music committee will
take responsibility for finding volunteers for scripture readers, welcome readers, and
carrying crucifier. Lily will continue to supply altar flowers/plants.
Membership – No Report
Outreach – Donations will be collected in February, March, and April
for Washington Elementary School.
Stewardship –. Pledge cards need to be turned in by the end of
February. So far $52,740 has been pledged from 19 people.
This is an increase of $5,500 over the pledges from last year.
(Continued on the next page)
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(Council Minutes continued)
Finance – Cathy gave the financial report.
Property – No Report
Memorial – No Report
Campus Ministry – $200 was given to Anchor House at LSSU from the Synod grant.
WELCA – We met at church on January 12 for a meeting. We made our annual donations
to Road to Recovery, Students in Transition, Fortune Lake, WELCA synod, Faith Lutheran
Altar Guild, and Lily Randall for plants or flowers for the altar. We met at church on Feb. 2
for bible study and a meeting. WELCA is planning a bake sale for May 1 and are hoping we
can have our annual bazaar on October 8, 2022.
Staff Support: We will be meeting with Sean and Pastor Rita for yearly evaluations.
A motion was made by Sandy Lawson to accept the committee reports including the pastor’s
report. Seconded by Steve Sanderson. Motion carried.
Motion to adjourn: Ken Randall made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by
Vicki Luoma. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Vicki Luoma, Council Secretary

Spring [ish?] greetings from Fortune Lake!
Despite the wintery weather, we're gearing up for summer camp, and things are coming together
swimmingly! Camper registrations are at an all-time high for this time of year, and our summer staff
team is shaping up fantastically! Our summer theme is "Boundless: God Beyond Measure". We can't
wait for the return of some of our favorite programs, and our new options are drumming up a lot of
excitement! If you haven't yet registered for camp, you won't want to wait much longer. Some
programs are nearly full or full.
Visit our website to explore the program options that are best for you: http://fortunelake.org/ Have a
question about what program might be right for you? Please call or email Deborah
at officemanager@fortunelake.org or 906-214-2267.
Additionally, we want pastors and youth workers to come to camp! Please encourage your
rostered leaders to spend time at Fortune Lake, serving in this outdoor ministry setting and
connecting with campers and staff in this intentional community. Their families are welcome to join
them, and there is no cost to them or the congregation. Please reach out to me to indicate interest
and choose a time to come.
Grace & Peace,
Amanda Rasner, Camp Director
P. S. As always, we are grateful for the many congregations who have money
available to help youth, families, and Victory campers attend. Please let us know
if additional assistance is needed for a particular camper. We want everyone to
be able to come to camp!
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Financial Status Update For April
Dear Congregants,
We would like to express our gratitude for all of your generosity and support that you’ve
shown with your contributions this year. We are also delighted to see that some were able
to increase their amount pledged from last year. Unfortunately, with our pledged amount
of $61,130.00, that puts us at about $1,273.00 a week. To meet our 2022 budget, we need
a minimum of $2,725 a week. So with that in mind, we ask, if you haven't filled a pledge
card out yet or if you would like to increase what you have already pledged, please contact
Sean in the office. We thank you very much for all of your contributions and support that
help us continue our ministry.
God Bless
Month of
Feb. 2022

Feb.-22
Budget

Net
Activity
Actual
Over
(Under) Month of
Budget Feb. 2021

General
Fund
$ 21,801.28 $ 21,744.00 $ 57.28
Revenue

Feb.-22
Year-toDate
Actual

Feb.-22
Year to
Date
Budget

Net
Activity
Over
(Under)
Budget

$ 11,774.44 $ 30,469.64 $ 29,898.00 $ 571.64

$ 8,022.00

$ 1,988.65 $ (1,999.15) $ 1,690.08

Feb. 2021
Year -toDate

$ 20,013.44

Expenses $ 15,653.37 $ 13,722.00 $ 1,931.37 $ 13,773.59 $ 28,779.56 $ 26,749.00 $ 2,030.56

Operating
Revenue
Over
( Under)
Expenses $ 6,147.91

Actual

$ 26,134.68

$ 3,149.00 $ (1,458.92) $ (6,121.24)

Masks are optional
On February 22, 2022 the Church Council voted to make masks optional. We ask that you still socially
distance, and every 3rd pew will still be roped off to show you where you may safely be seated. If you
would still prefer to wear a mask, you may, but we are no longer requiring the wearing of them.
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Worship 10:30AM

Confirmation 3:30PM

28
Revelation 3:14-22

26
Esther 8:1-17

24
John 20:19-31

27
Luke 12:4-12

Confirmation 3:30PM

Council Mtg. 7PM

Worship 10:30AM
EASTER SUNDAY

25
Mark 1:1-15

21
Acts 5:12-16

20
2 Samuel 6:1-15

19
Revelation 12:1-12

17
Luke 24:1-12

18
Psalm 118:1-2,
14-24

Maundy Thursday

14
1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Confirmation 3:30PM

12
Isaiah 49:1-7

7
Hebrews 2:1-9

Thursday

Worship 10:30AM
Palm Sunday

11
Psalm 36:5-11

13
Hebrews 12:1-3

6
Luke 18:31-34

Wednesday

10
Luke 22:14—23:56

5
1 John 2:18-28

Tuesday

Confirmation 3:30PM
Lenten Worship 6PM

4
Psalm 20

Monday

Worship 10:30AM

3
John 12:1-8

Sunday

29
Isaiah 6:1-4

22
Acts 5:17-26

Good Friday

15
John 18:1—19:42

8
Isaiah 54:9-10

1
Isaiah 43:8-15

Friday

APRIL 2022

30
Genesis 18:1-8

23
1 Samuel 17:32-51

16
Romans :3-11

9
Leviticus 23:1-8

2
Exodus 12:21-27

Saturday

PATHFINDER
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH*

YEAR OF LUKE
APRIL 2022
LENT/EASTER

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
1600 PARK STREET
SAULT STE. MARIE, MI 49783

