FAITH'S
FOUNDATIONS
February 2022
Working to spread the Gospel here and throughout the world.
6995 US 45 S · P.O. Box 436 · Three Lakes, WI 54562 · 715-546-2770
http://faithlutheran-threelakes.org · https://facebook.com/faith3lakes · office6995@gmail.com
Pastor Catie’s Hours: 9:30 am – 12:30 pm, Monday – Thursday
Office Hours: 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Tuesday - Thursday

FROM PASTOR CATIE
“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we
do not give up.” – Galatians 6:9, NRSV
A few years ago, a dear friend of mine gave me a devotional as a gift. I have found the
devotional, “52 Devotions for Dog Moms” to always have a simple message that comes
at the right time. I don’t pick this devotional up every day because of its small size, but
when I feel the Spirit pulling me, I open it up and see what the words have to offer me
in that time in my life.
I recently felt called to open this devotional and found these words from Galatians. The
devotional continued by describing how our dogs wait patiently for us. This was an
image I could see clearly as I read. Dillon and I’s dog, Abu, waits for us to come home
from work. If one of us is home with him he will lay on the couch with us or follow us
around the house waiting for the missing person to come home.
The author continued by describing how us humans don’t always wait so patiently. We
pray for things and expect them to happen quickly. We want things to happen on our
timeline. I think I can safely speak for many when I say we are not so patiently waiting
for the end of Covid-19.
As we approach the three-year mark of quarantine, wearing masks, social distancing,
and being surrounded by the unknown I find comfort in these words from Galatians.
May we not grow weary in protecting ourselves, our loved ones, and our neighbors.
May we find the patience to wait for God to reveal God’s plan instead of working off our
own timelines.
When God’s timeline for Covid-19 is completed, we will reach the harvest time and we
will see the benefits of our waiting and perseverance. We don’t know how much longer
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Covid-19 will be a part of our narrative but take heart. God was with Noah on the ark
for 150 days and promised to never flood the lands again. God was with the Israelites
for 40 years in the wilderness and brought them to the promised land. God is with us
in Covid-19 and the harvest is coming.
Peace,
Pastor Catie

From the President…
We had a wonderful installation of Pastor Catie that was well attended thank you to those of you that came. We welcome her with open
arms! The spaghetti dinner at Pine Aisle was also successful! Thank you
to all that helped and/or attended.
I am sure that it is the frigid weather that is keeping many of you from venturing out on Sunday
mornings. Last Sunday we had 9 in attendance! Hopefully we will greet many more of you in
the coming weeks! Stay warm and keep praying!
Marge Anderson

Lifting Up to God in Prayer
•

We pray that God will comfort and strengthen those who have recently experienced loss:

•

The family of Rev. Paul E. Holmstrom, who passed to life eternal on January 4.

•

Rev. Bruce Thorsen and family at the death of his husband John Williams on January
5. John's obituary can be found here.

•

Rev. LaVonne Stephenson and family at the death of her father on January 12. His service
will take place today, January 17 in Amery, WI.

•

State legislatures as they gather to make important decisions.

•

Congregations preparing for their annual meetings.

•

For the end of the pandemic.

•

For refugees throughout the world.
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Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen.
~Hebrews 11:1
Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
As this Year of Hope 2021 comes to a close, we shift our focus to Faith for the year
2022. Faith is, of course, connected to Hope as our Faith in the Spirit of the Living
Christ is the source of our faith and our hope.
While each generation has been marked by its own challenges, it’s hard not to feel like
our time in history is somehow exceptional, perhaps because we are the ones who are living it. The past couple of
years have certainly been distinctive. We are living in a time of contrasts and simultaneous opposites:
• Weariness and opportunity
• Grief and creativity
• Loss of traditions and forging something new
• Polarization and common mission
• Apart but together
Living in the tension of opposing forces is exhausting. And yet, it is only in that in-between space that we are able
to move forward, like walking a ridge line, carefully balancing between two valleys that drop steeply to either side.
Every step must be calculated and considered to avoid careening down a slippery slope.
I do believe we entered this pandemic thinking that somehow it would end and we would all go back to the way
things were. Now, I am thinking that it is not about looking for an end but shifting into a new way of being.
Included in the charges given to a pastor at an ordination is this exhortation:
“So discipline yourselves in life and teaching that you preserve the truth, giving no occasion for false security or
illusory hope.”
I do not wish to give illusory hope, encouraging you to hold on for some near or distant day when the pandemic
will be over and things will get back to “normal.” The shifting and adapting we are doing now may well be permanent and not just a temporary adjustment for extraordinary circumstances.
As we travel the ridgeline of 2022, I encourage you to join me and the whole synod in a focus on Faith. The whole
point of being church, the whole reason God created the church in the first place, was to share the good news of
Jesus. When so much of the future remains uncertain, we have this core mission to guide our steps.
For 2022, I believe we will find blessing as we dig into what we believe, why we believe it, and what difference
that belief makes to who we are as people trying to follow Jesus, and what it means for how we live in the world.
Whether you join a Synod-wide Lifelong Faith Formation class or participate in a small group Bible Study in your
congregation or with a group of friends, I ask you engage in a new effort, a new discipline, to deepen your faith,
and I promise to do the same. Together, we will walk this narrow path through the tension that 2022 brings and
find our way into becoming the future church that God is bringing into being.
Yours in Christ,
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Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
I had the honor of installing Pastor Catherine Ford at
Faith Lutheran in Three Lakes, WI on Sunday, January
9. Not only was this a long-awaited event for Faith because they had been without a pastor for more than two
years, but the event needed to be rescheduled because of
weather.
So it was with great joy that the congregation gathered, both online and a
few in person, masked and spread out in the pews, to celebrate this new partnership of pastor
and congregation.
In the Northern Great Lakes Synod, we schedule our installations of new pastors in the afternoon so that neighboring clergy can also attend, offering their support and a visible reminder
that the church is more than one congregation, so that as a whole synod we rejoice together.
The color of the day is always red in acknowledgement of the work of the Spirit that forged
the new partnership and brought us all to this moment of celebration.
And just after the Installation Rite is completed, I present the new pastor to the congregation.
When the applause has faded, I invite the pastoral leaders who are present to introduce themselves and offer a word of greeting.
At the installation of Pastor Ford, her mentor, Pastor Kari Vadis, was the first to speak. And
into this moment still glowing warmly with good wishes and fresh from enthusiastic applause,
Pastor Vadis recounts what was said at her installation. To the newly installed Pastor Ford,
she says, “Here is your congregation.” And as everyone smiles, she adds, “They will disappoint you. They will let you down.”
I confess this is not what I was expecting. I wondered where she was going with this. It was
like a bucket of cold water being dumped on the good feels and warm happiness of the moment. But then, she went on. “Yes, they will disappoint you. But love them anyway. Forgive
them, anyway.” And then she added as she addressed the congregation, “Here is your pastor.
She will let you down. She will disappoint you. Love her anyway. Forgive her anyway.”
I do not know who said this to Pastor Kari at her installation, but these
wise words continue to resonate.
The relationship of pastoral leader to congregation, and congregation to
pastoral leader, indeed any relationship that we are in, cannot move forward without forgiveness and love. And in our current times, this has
never been more true than now.
We have all suffered disappointments. Between adaptations and adjustments, pandemic protocols and sickness, loss of traditions and loss of
loved ones, we are weary. And the reality is, we are not done with this
yet.
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I believe congregations are well practiced now at making decisions together. You know your
context, your vaccination rate, and the rate of compliance when it comes to wearing a mask.
If I can provide any more clarity to what you already know, I offer this:
· Continue, if possible, with an online worship option.
· Stay home if you feel sick, even if you only have a cold.
· Get vaccinated, if possible. While it will not prevent a person
from getting COVID- 19, it will diminish the possibility of
hospitalization and death.
· Decide together if in-person worship is advisable, given vaccination rates in the congregation and the burden on the local
healthcare system.
· Continue to love and forgive each other, even as we are weary and disappointed.
As the year of our Lord 2022 continues, we find our strength from the presence of Christ in
each other. God gives us what we need for the challenges we face now, and the challenges
ahead. And together we move forward, one step at a time.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan

The Season of Epiphany
Thought of the Day
“There is an anticipatory reading of the Bible—the need to wait, look toward the future with
hope. Time is the carrier of story and story is the carrier of meaning.”
~Theologian John Haught to ELCA Systems Academy, January 2022
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Marywood Franciscan Spirituality Center engages persons seeking greater meaning in life
and a deeper relationship with God, others, self, and all creation by providing space for inspiration, reflection, and solitude.
*******
“Seeing Our Soul’s Shadow”
Wednesday, February 2, 2022
9:30-11:30 a.m. (in person)
1:00-3:00 p.m. (ZOOM)
Facilitator: Pat Pintens
In the light we clearly see our ‘outside’ shadows. We have ‘inside’ shadows as well, parts of
ourselves we find frightening, that we try to keep hidden. There are graces and gifts within
our ‘inside’ shadows. Let’s bring those graces and gifts to light.
Fee: $20.00. Register by Jan. 27.
*******
“Meet Dietrich Bonhoeffer”
Friday, February 4, 2022
9:30 – 11:00 a.m. (ZOOM)
Facilitator: Grant Van Lishout
A German Lutheran Pastor who actively participated in the German resistance movement and
was arrested and later hung after being implicated in a 1944 assassination attempt on Adolf
Hitler. Bonhoeffer urges us to bring God into all parts of our lives. “Jesus does not call men
to religion, but to life.”
Fee: $20.00. Register by Friday, Jan. 21.
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“Full Moon Snow Shoe Walk”
Wednesday, February 16, 2022
8:00-10:00 p.m.
Facilitator: Pat Pintens
Enjoy the quiet of a winter evening reflecting on the divine presence in the vastness of the
winter woods. Bring snow shoes, clothing to keep you comfortable, and a snack to share. We
will gather at Marywood.
Fee: $15.00. Register by Thursday, February 10.
*******
“Praying Through Depression”
Tuesday, February 17
9:30-11:30 a.m. (ZOOM)
1:00-3:00 p.m. (in person)
Facilitator: Pat Pintens
Depression is a difficult emotion to experience, understand, or find grace in. When feeling
depressed it may seem impossible to experience God’s presence and graces. How we pray
can help us do so.
Fee: $20.00. Register by Feb. 10.
*******
“Engaging in God’s Hopefulness”
Monday, February 21
9:30 – 11:00 a.m. (ZOOM)
1:00 – 2:30 p.m. (in person)
Facilitator: Sr. Marla Lang
Brides and grooms spin hopes. Dreams come in multitudes. Leaders question. Hope engages.
Explore hope with us!
Fee: $20 Register by noon the day before.
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“Exploring Dreams: The Unconscious at Work”
Monday, March 7, 2022
2:00-3:30 p.m. (ZOOM)
Facilitator: Grant Van Lishout
We all dream. Sometimes we can remember them; other times we do not. Do you ever wonder what is going on? Do they have a message for us? How do we best use our dreams and
the messages they share with us?
Fee: $20.00. Register by Friday, February 18.
*******
“Lenten Lectio”
Thursdays March 10, 17, 24, 31 and Apr 7
6:30-7:30 p.m. (ZOOM)
Facilitator: Pat Pintens
Lectio divina is an ancient way of reading, pondering and praying the scriptures or other spiritual writings. Let’s read, ponder and pray together the Lenten Sunday scripture passages and
discover new insights for our daily living.
Register by March 3. (free will offering)
*******
“Marching through Darkness”
Tuesday, March 15
9:30 – 11:30 a.m. (ZOOM)
1:00 – 3:00 p.m. (in person)
Facilitator: Sr. Marla Lang
Seeds and acorns sprout in darkness. They seek their life form. Growth goes beyond imagining. Life is evolving and awakens us!
Register by noon the day before. Fee $20
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“Celtic Crosses and Saints”
Thursday, March 17, 2022
9:30-11:30 a.m. (in person)
1:00-3:00 (ZOOM)
Facilitator: Pat Pintens
The Celtic or ‘wheel’ cross is one of the most widely recognized of Christian symbols. The
threads and knots used in the cross tell stories - both Christian and pre-Christian. Come, discover the stories of the Celtic cross.
Fee: $20. Register by Friday, Mar. 11.
*******
“A Day of Winter Warmth and Solitude”
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
You choose the date. A quiet day. A warm cabin. Time alone to pause, rest, listen, reflect,
catch up with one’s spirit and God. You will have a private room in a cabin. Spiritual direction is available (separate fee). Bring your lunch.
Fee: $35.00. Call to schedule.
*******
“CELEBRATE WHAT’S RIGHT WITH THE WORLD”
Sunday, March 20, 2022, 1 - 3:00 p.m.
Facilitator: Pat Pintens
Dewitt Jones, a former photographer for National Geographic, invites us to “Celebrate
What’s Right with the World.” “God gave me photography so that I could pray with my
eyes,” he says. Let’s listen to his words, look through his camera lens and renew our sense of
celebration.
Suggested offering $20. Register by Tuesday, March 15.
*******

If the only prayer you say in your life is "thank you," that would suffice.
--Meister Eckhart
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Greetings Fortune Lake Association Congregation!
Peace to you from Fortune Lake on this bright winter day. I pray that this email finds you well
and in good spirits.
I am emailing in regards to our Disconnect to Reconnect: Jr/Sr High Retreat that was scheduled
for February 5-6. Unfortunately, due to high levels of COVID-19 cases in the Upper Peninsula,
we have made the difficult decision to postpone the event. The Jr/Sr High Retreat will now
take place on April 22-23, 2022. All completed registrations will be honored for the new dates.
However, we are offering a full refund to any participant who is unable to attend the new dates.
Refunds can be processed by calling the camp office at (906)214-2267.
We are praying that this surge breaks soon and that the sense of normalcy that we are all yearning for returns. That being said, we are currently planning to go ahead with the rest of our retreats
as scheduled. If you have any questions or concerns about anything mentioned in this email,
please don't hesitate to reach out by email or phone. I am happy to discuss changes, COVID19 mitigation strategies, and/or anything else pertaining to these retreats.
Grace and Peace,
Charlotte Strom
Guest Services Coordinator
E: hostpitality@fortunelake.org
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Upcoming Events at
Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp
stay up-to-date with Fortune Lake on their website

Disconnect to Reconnect
Jr/Sr High Retreat (Grades 7-12), February 4-5

POSTPONED UNTIL APRIL 22 AND APRIL 23, 2022!
A great opportunity for kids to have some intentional time away from their phones to reconnect with both the
Word of God and with the people around them. Attendees will have fun playing outdoors, spend time learning
in Bible Study, and spend time with new and old friends. Registration closes January 28. Find more details
here.

Nurturing Wholeness
Young Adult Retreat (Ages 18-26), February 11-13
The weekend is designed to help young adults discover and foster the wholeness that already exists within
them. There will be yoga classes, self-care workshops, and opportunity to discuss scripture with a group of
peers. Registration closes January 31. Find more details here.
This retreat is being offered in conjunction with Lutheran Campus Ministry of Finlandia University, Northern
Michigan University, and Michigan Technological University. Limited scholarships are available, bringing down
the cost to just $20 per person (a savings of $120!). Contact your campus pastor at the above universities, or
email
Amanda
at campdirector@fortunelake.org for
more
information.

Building on Faith
Youth Retreat (Grades 3-6), February 25-26
This exciting retreat features a building theme, including snow fort building, group building challenges, and
the faith building that will occur during Bible Study. Kids will have the opportunity to play in the snow, make
friends, and sing favorite camp songs around a campfire. Registration closes February 17. Find more details
here.

Summer Camp 2022 Registration is OPEN!!!
This summer brings back classic youth camp programs: Mighty Ones, Minis, Villager, Vagabonds, Venturers,
and High School Week. Intergenerational Camps allow families of all types to come to camp together. Additionally, specialty programs like Art Camp and Night Owls make a return. We are especially excited to welcome
back Victory Camp for adults with developmental disabilities. And new this year: LEGO Camp and Musical
Theatre Week! Programs are filling quickly, so don't wait to register! Visit the Fortune Lake website for details.
We are still mindful of COVID-19 and will continue to respond appropriately by leaning into our cabin groups
and beautiful outdoor space and implementing best practices for mitigation.
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PASTOR CATIE WILL BE ON VACATION
Feb. 15 – Feb. 22
PASTOR GRANT VANLISHOUT
will lead the service Feb. 20

Social Distancing Practices Have Changed!
MASKS ARE NOW MANDATORY
You will be met at the door with hand sanitizer
Observe the 6-foor spacing rule and skip a pew between groups
There will be no hand touching
We ask that you please sign in, in case there is a medical situation or an emergency
We will have Communion with prepackaged wafers and grape
juice

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
FACEBOOK
It's true! Faith Lutheran Church now has
a Facebook page. "Like" us at
http://www.facebook.com/faith3lakes/
and watch the page for updates about
what's happening in the life of our faith
community.

which usually happens between 8:55 am and 9:00
am, give or take a few minutes, so if nothing is
happening yet when you start watching, just wait
a few minutes. You can also watch a recording
of many of our services on our website. Simply
go to our church website and go to “Worship” and
click on any service in the Archive of Recorded
Services. It’s that easy!

PRAYER SHAWLS
ONLINE GIVING
To give comfort and peace. There is a tote of
prayer shawls under the shelf when you walk in.
If you know someone who is lonely and would
use one, feel free to take one. Once wrapped
around their shoulders it feels like a hug from
Jesus and their friends.

Now you can support our mission easier than
ever with our new donation platform! You can
visit
https://secure.myvanco.com/YHQE/campaign/Y
N5F and contribute securely online. Thank you
for your continued support!

LIVE-STREAMING
BIBLE STUDY
Did you know that when you're away, you can
watch the entire service as it's delivered LIVE on
Sunday morning? You can! Simply go to our
church's website (https://www.faithlutheranthreelakes.org/) and click "Click here to watch
live streaming during worship (Sundays at 9:00
am)” right on the front page. Streaming will start

Bible Study is now offered following Sunday
church services, EVERY Sunday of the month!
All are invited and welcome to attend! No Bible
needed! Please join us for some lively
discussions!
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BAPTISMS WE REMEMBER THIS MONTH

February is the month of love – for on February
14, Valentine’s Day, we remember those whom
we love.

But God’s love is not limited to one day of the
year, for God’s love is never ending. For God,
every day is “Valentine’s Day”!

God also remembers those whom he loves.
Through baptism, God has claimed us! Through
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God
backs up his claim with actions! The objects of
God’s love got more than cards or flowers…they
have received new life!

Please remember our sister in your prayers.
•

10th - Kailyn Fogerty

Also remember: Jennifer Kortenhof and Duane
Bonack

MONTHLY OFFERING AND
ATTENDANCE
Year: 2021
Month: December
Number of Sundays:4 (one week no attendance
was taken), plus Christmas Eve: 5
Average in-person attendance: 29
Average live-streaming: 46

November
2021

MONTH

YTD

Budget Income

$6,366

$18,810

Expenses

$6,243

$12,876

$123

$6,353

MONTH

YTD

Budget Income

$16,275

$35,085

Expenses

$10,232

$23,108

Net Income

$6,480

$12,834

Net Income
YouTube Channel From the Past Year:
140 Total Views
1,293 Total Minutes Watched

December
2021

*** This will be provided on a quarterly basis
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

THOSE STRUGGLING WITH ILLNESS,
PAIN, LOSS OF HEALTH IN MIND, BODY,
AND SPIRIT: Kyle Smith, Paul Kragh, Monte

James, Rick Jacobson, Ollie DeMuth, Megan
Schiller, Ann Woelfel, Donna Weiss and
family, Duane and Colleen Bonack, Alex
Swanson, Margaret Ledbetter, Jan Hintz,
Perry Anderson and family, Miriam Bredesen
and Dillon and Pastor Catie Ford.
FAMILY AND FRIENDS IN THE ARMED
FORCES: David Bredesen, Kaley Ebann,
Tyler Kaltenberg, Nick, Brandy and Nathan
Lamal, Jamie Madl, Jared Malda, Jon Priem,
Brandon Paulick, Charlie and Will Starke,
Nicole Young, Emily Fink and Griffin
Schroeder, Jared Benter and Scott Williams.
ALL THOSE WHO ARE ANXIOUS AND
WORRIED ABOUT MANY THINGS

Our Church Ministries:
Congregational Care
Congregation Council
Board of Worship Life
Board of Outreach
Board of Trustees
Marywood Franciscan Spirituality Center
Our partners in the gospel of Jesus Christ
including:
St. Theresa's Roman Catholic Church
Three Lakes Evangelical Free Church
Union Congregational Church
Grace Lutheran Church
Our synod, the Northern Great Lakes Synod
of the ELCA, and its congregations.
Our companion synod, the Eastern and
Coastal Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Tanzania, and its congregations.
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STEWARDSHIP CALENDARS

January 2022
1/2/22

1/9/22

1/16/22

1/23/22

1/30/22

Assisting Minister

-

-

-

-

-

Lay Reader

Jan Harris

Robin Peterson

Phoebe
Pettingell

Jan
Lederhaus

Jan Harris

Altar Guild

-

-

-

-

-

Greeters

-

-

-

-

-

Music

Rhonda Buss

Rhonda Buss

Rhonda Buss

Fellowship

-

-

-

Video-streaming

Darlene Cole Karen Carter

Linda Swanson Linda Swanson Linda Swanson

-

-

Amy Davis

Linda
Swanson

February 2022
2/6/22

2/13/22

2/20/22

2/27/22

Assisting Minister

-

-

-

-

Lay Reader

Robin Peterson

Phoebe Pettingell

Jan Lederhaus

Jan Harris

Altar Guild

-

-

-

-

Music

Rhonda Buss

Rhonda Buss

Darlene Cole

Karen Carter

Fellowship

-

-

-

-

Video-streaming

Linda Swanson

Linda Swanson

Linda Swanson

Linda Swanson

* If you cannot serve on your assigned day, please find a replacement, then notify the church office. *
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February 2022
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

12:30 pm
Quilting
6

7

9:00 am
Service of the Word
Bible Study
13

14

9:00 am
Holy Communion
Bible Study
20

21

9:00 am
Holy Communion
Bible Study
27
9:00 am
Transfiguration of
Our Lord
Holy Communion
Bible Study

8

9

1:00 pm
Council
Meeting

12:30 pm
Quilting

15

16

Pastor Catie’s
Vacation
Begins

12:30 pm
Quilting

22

23

Last Day of
Pastor Catie’s
Vacation

12:30 pm
Quilting

28

17

Office
Closed
10

11

12

Office
Closed

17

18

19

Office
Closed

24

25
Office
Closed
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Faith Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 436
Three Lakes, WI 54562

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

STAFF

A member of the Northern Great Lakes Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

Office Administrator: MaryBeth Koslowski
office6995@gmail.com

P.O. Box 436
6995 U.S. Highway 45 South
Three Lakes, WI 54562

Pastor: Reverend Catie Ford

Organist: Rhonda Buss
Church Office: 715-546-2770
Pastor Catie’s Work #: 715-600-3980
Pastor Catie’s Hours: 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Monday - Thursday
Office Hours: 9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Tuesday – Thursday

VISIT US ON THE WEB
https://www.faithlutheran-threelakes.org

WEEKLY WORSHIP
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK
Sunday Morning – 9:00 am
Holy Communion

https://www.facebook.com/faith3lakes
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