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Our Mission Statement ... 
First Lutheran Church is God’s people inviting, involving 
equipping and empowering to serve, that all  
may know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  
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For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—“-

Ephesians 2:8 
FLC Family, 
 

On my desk there is a little wooden block that says, “By Grace Alone.” 
It was an ordination gift from another student at LSTC, The Reverend 
Alison (Williams) George. Even with it right here on my desk, it can be 
a struggle to enact the meaning of those words in my daily life.  
 

Grace is the most important gift God offers us. We do not deserve it. 
That’s why it is, what it is. Freely receiving this gift reminds us that it is 
important that we follow God in offering grace. Grace is our way of 
saying, “That other stuff doesn’t matter, just the love. We are here to 
love.” The biggest sticking point for many of us is offering ourselves 
grace.  
 

For example, careless things I said or did back in the 3rd grade come up 
in my mind and burn on my cheeks even all these years later. WHY?!? 
Grace reminds me that I don’t have to be enough, or better, or 
mistake free. For by grace, I have been saved through faith. It is not by 
my own doing. For by grace, you have been saved through faith, and 
this is not by your own doing; it is the gift of God.  
 

We have God’s love and grace. It isn’t earned. There isn’t a “good 
enough” for God. There is “always” with God. God is always with us. 
God always loves us. God always hopes for more for us and from us, 
but that doesn’t mean we are not enough. It just means that God is 
not finished with us yet. With God’s loving grace we can do good 
things for God, even if we’re not perfect all the time. 
 

As summer draws to an end and we are gearing up for the Fall and its 
activity, where can you offer yourself Grace? 
 
God’s peace, 
Pastor Elisabeth  
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Ubiquitous Unknowns 
 

Greetings Siblings in Christ 
 

As young children we follow the lead of our parents. As 
we grow a bit older into the tween years we branch out 
and notice our friends’ households run a bit differently. 
The teen years are total rebellion.  As young adults in 

our 20s or so, we begin to realize that maybe our parents were not too 
far off base after all. 
 This is generally how I felt about the church, its teachings, and 
its beliefs. As a young child I happily attended Sunday School. As a 
tween I fought my parents a bit and as a teen I questioned what was 
taught because of personal struggles. As a young adult, finding 
meaning in church life was important, but I never thought about the 
belief system or its background beyond Luther.  
 As I was preparing to start seminary, a pastor mentioned there 
was an extra copy of the Book of Concord for me to take home from 
the library. I took it home wondering why I would need it. I had not 
heard of it before.  
 The first semester book list came out and it was listed for two 
of the classes. I figured it must be important and as I opened it up, I 
started to wonder what I had been missing all this time. The Book of 
Concord is a collection of the writings that form the theological basis 
of the Lutheran faith. It contains the three Ecumenical Creeds, The 
Augsburg Confession (1530), the Apology of the Augsburg Confession 
(Sept 1531), the Smalcald Articles (1537), the Treatise on the Power 
and Primacy of the Pope (1537), The Small Catechism (1529), the Large 
Catechism (1539), and the Formula of Concord (1577). This book was 
compiled from the writings of the Reformers and is The Confessions of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, not just the ELCA but the basis for 
the Lutheran worldwide church.  
 Have there been discoveries you have made over the years 
that fall into the category of “I wish I would have known about” or 
“How did I not know this existed?” Continual discovery of information 
opens our minds and grow in our understanding.  

Peace, Vicar Melissa Salminen 
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Upcoming Scriptures 
 

August 7 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 15:1-6, Psalm 33:12-22, Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16, Luke 12:32-40 
 
August 14 – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 23:23-29, Psalm 82, Hebrews 11:29—12:2, Luke 12:49-56 
 
August 21 – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 48:9b-14, Psalm 103:1-8, Hebrews 12:18-29, Luke 13:10-17 
 
August 28 – Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proverbs 25:6-7, Psalm 112, Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16, Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 

 

 
 

Sunday, August 7th 

 

Worship in the Park at 10:30am 
 

Potluck Picnic and Yard Games to follow 
 

Van Cleve Park Pavilion  
by the State Police Post. 

 
Sign up in the narthex to bring a dish or to help set up and take down.  

Remember your lawn chair and bring a friend! 
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Altar Guild 
 

Please mark your calendar for our fall Altar Guild meeting, 
Wednesday, August 31st at 5:30 p.m.  If you have any questions feel 
free to contact Pam Durbin 906-428-4429 or Amber Soderman 
(763)213-3659. 

 
 
Bible Study 
 

Bible study will break for the summer months and resume gathering in 
September.  Enjoy your summer! 
 
 

Sewing Circle  
 

The sewing circle meets every Tuesday at 
9:00 am in the fellowship hall.  Any 
questions, call Connie at 428-1696 
 
The ‘square’ ladies will meet on Wednesdays through the summer 
months.   
 
 

WELCA Bible Study 
 

Our bible study will be at 7:00pm the third Thursday of the month in 
August at First Lutheran Church. Please call 428-1696 for more 
information. 
 
 

Tried-N-True 
 

No Tried-N-True for the month of August, but will resume in 
September. 
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Christian Education 

September 11th 
Register for Sunday School 

and Confirmation at 
9:15am 

 
Backpack Blessing during Worship. 
Come and bring your friends! 
Continental Breakfast served every Sunday. Volunteers are 
needed to help serve breakfast and Sunday School 
Educators are needed. 
 

Registrations for Confirmation are being accepted 
now. Sign up Today! 

 
 

 
 

UP STATE FAIR CONFERENCE BOOTH 
 

First Lutheran is once again participating in 
the Tri-County Conference booth at the U.P 
State Fair on Tuesday, August 16th.  We will 

be selling water and baked goods. 
 
 We are also in need of twelve dozen brownies, bars, and/or Rice 
Krispy treats, sized 3 inches square, that we can sell. Due to food 
allergies, please label “with nuts” if containing peanuts or tree nuts 
(almonds, cashews, hazelnuts, etc.). Please also do not put frosting on 
bars as it melts in the heat. Each bar must be individually wrapped for 
sale. You may wrap bars at home, or you may bring them to the 
church to be wrapped. Bars should be brought to church on Monday, 
August 15 th . Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex or 
contact the church office if you are able to provide a dozen or more 
bars and/or if you would like to volunteer to take a shift at the booth. 
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Mission Endowment Grant Request Forms  
 

The Request Forms for Mission Endowment Fund distribution are now 
available in the church office.  First Lutheran is fortunate to be able to 
provide gifts for ministry outreach every year because of the many 
individual contributions made over the years. The annual distribution 
of these funds is based on the guidelines of the fund bylaws approved 
by the congregation.  These bylaws require distributions to accomplish 
the following purposes: 

A.  Support ministries and programs relating to growth and 
nurture in life and faith, especially, but not exclusively, for 
children, such as attending a Lutheran college, university or 
seminary, camping and leadership conferences, other 
training that enables members of this congregation to grow 
in the Lutheran faith and service to God’s people, or 
funding of church youth programs which involve 
community outreach, and for funding an internship site at 
First Lutheran Church. 

B. For families, for social service agencies and institutions, or 
special programs designed for those in our community who 
are in spiritual and/or economic need. 

C. Grants to Fortune Lake Bible Camp for general support of 
its ministries. 

D. Grants to our ELCA schools, colleges, universities, campus 
ministries, and seminaries, to Fortune Lake Bible Camp or 
other ELCA church-related camping ministries. 

E. Grants to the Northern Great Lakes Synod for general 
support of its ministries. 

F. Grants: 
a. through the Northern Great Lakes Synod 

partnership ministries, seminarian support, synod 
endowment support, Mission Outreach Fund 

b. through the ELCA for World Hunger, World 
Missions, and other partnership ministries 

If you would like to submit a request on behalf of any program or 
organization that seeks to accomplish one of the above purposes, 
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please stop in the office and pick up a form.  Completed forms need to 
be returned to the office no later than Thursday, September 30th.  Any 
questions may be directed to one of the Mission Endowment Fund 
Committee members:  Dennis Landwehr (Chair), Laura Coleman, Pam 
Durbin, Dutch McEachern, and Chuck Thomas. 

 

 

Pictorial Directory 
 

The new pictorial directory photo shoot is happening September  
13-17. Sign up online today for your photo time. 

 Go to the Universal Church Directories website 
(www.ucdir.com) 

 Click on the box on the right side of the homepage 

entitled “photography appointment scheduling 
login” 

 
 Enter your church code mi1694 
 Enter your church password photos 

 
 Click on the Enter button 

 

Full instructions are located in the narthex titled: 
 

ONLINE SCHEDULING INSTRUCTIONS  
FOR FAMILY APPOINTMENT SETTING 

 

 
First Lutheran has a large container in the 

Narthex to collect non parishable food and 
household items for the Salvation Army and Rock 
Food Pantry’s.  Pick up some extra items the next 

time you do your grocery shopping. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We have worship tablets for members who prefer to 
watch services from home, but do not have access to the 
internet. Please contact the office to sign one out.   
 

 

http://www.ucdir.com/
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Stewardship 
 

GIFTS FROM GOD 

 

God is always good. Always God is good. God has been unusually good 
to First Lutheran over the past year or so. God blessed us abundantly 
when roughly a year ago Pastor Elisabeth accepted the call to serve 
here. 
 

Then, about six (6) months ago, God sent us Vicar Melissa as an intern. 
To top it off, both Pastor and Vicar brought their loving and supporting 
families. God has sent these gifts as a wonderful opportunity to work 
together to learn and teach about the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 

Who do you suppose we should thank for these blessings? Looking in 
the mirror is a great start! Were it not for your generous financial 
support, these things would not be possible. God, of course, is 
responsible, but needs our hands. You have been good stewards of 
our financial resources. Your faithful giving provides the dollars 
needed to pay for this enlightened spiritual leadership at this time and 
in this place. 
 

You have also been good stewards of your time and talents and, 
teamed up, with your money has brought our mission alive. 
 

The money part of stewardship will move front and center over the 
next few months as we begin the process of budgeting for next year. 
This is a “heads up” for us all to begin to prayerfully consider our 
giving intentions for next year and to make an estimate of giving when 
requested.  
 

We can’t thank you enough for your selfless and bold stewardship and 
pray that, together, we can build upon the blessings of this past year. 
 

God has been good to us. You have been good to us. God must have 
big plans for us to have sent us Pastor Elisabeth and Vicar Melissa. 
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Your support has made the road ahead straight, flat and bright with 
the light of Christ. 
 

In Christ, 
Dirk Manson, Stewardship Chair 
 

HUGE P. S.: 
 

We have also been blessed BIG TIME with faithful and bold 
stewardship of the Northern Great Lakes Synod staff. They have held 
our hands and guided us through pastoral vacancies, interim 
leadership and the call process these past few years. Thank you, 
Bishop Finegan. 
 

 

Special Giving Envelope 

August Special Giving will go towards  
Kiwanis Backpack Program 

 
 

Kiwanis Backpack Program Update 
 

Dear Valued Sponsor, 
 The Backpack program serving Gladstone and Rapid River 
Schools had a successful 2021-2022 school year, where things were 
able to return a little closer to normal after the pandemic years.  We 
are happy to say that we served approximately 65 Gladstone students 
and 25 Rapid River students throughout the year.  For this program we 
are able to purchase most of our food through Feeding America at a 
much cheaper cost than regular prices.  This allows us to use the funds 
you have donated in a much more efficient way.  We deeply 
appreciate the support that you have given to this program.   
 We anticipate starting the program up again in the fall once 
school begins and anticipate running the program throughout the 
school year even if there are more pandemic restriction.  We would 
certainly appreciate any continued support you may be able to 
provide…. 
  Sincerely, Alan M. Stotz, Club President 
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Hope at the Inn 
 

Coordinator Needed!! 
We are in need of a new Coordinator or two to 
function as new Co-Coordinators. Rhonda is 
stepping down as a Co-Coordinator and Pat is 
unable to fill the position by herself.  If you are 
willing, or know of someone who may be 
interested, please contact Rhonda in the 
church office. 906-428-4565 
 
The next training, to become a volunteer, is scheduled for November 
29th at 7pm located at Our Savior Lutheran Church 2401 N. Lincoln Rd, 
Escanaba. 
 
Summer Blessings,  
Rhonda Husbye & Pat Casteel 

 
 

 
Emergency Contacts 
 
First Lutheran is collecting emergency contacts for our members.  
Pastor or the office are often one of the first people contacted in cases 
of emergency.  Who would we call for you?  Forms are located in the 
narthex on the bulletin table.  All information will be kept confidential. 
Thank you. 
 

 

Mid-Year 
Giving Statements are 
available for pick up in the 
Narthex 
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School Kits  
 

Can you believe it? School supplies are already on sale! For each 
Lutheran World Relief backpack, we need ...  
 

5 - Pencils (unsharpened #2)  
1 - Pencil sharpener  
4 - Notebooks (lined, 70-80 sheets)  
5 - Blue or black ball point pens (no gel ink)  
1 - 30 cm ruler  
1 - Crayons (box of 16 or 24)  
1 - Eraser (2½ inch size)  
1 - Blunt tip scissors  

 
LWR requests no religious or patriotic symbols or camouflage colors. 
Please drop your donation in the box labeled school supplies in the 
narthex. Monetary donations will also be accepted. Thank you!  
 
 
Fortune Lake News 

Musical Tickets On Sale Now! 
“ONE WONDERFUL DAY: AND ORIGINAL MUSICAL” 

 

Saturday, August 6 at 3:00 pm 
In the Historic Crystal Theatre 

 

Tickets available at fortunelake.org 
 

Don’t miss this original musical, directed by 
Kristin Underhill and Liz Grenke Leach, about 
God’s work in this Place of Grace incorporating 
classic camp songs and hymns. 

 

 

Nature Inspired: Fall Wellness Retreat 
September 9 -11, 2022 

 

The Nature Inspired: Wellness Retreat will feature favorites from 
wellness retreats past as well as new sessions that we can’t wait to 
share with you. The theme this year encourages us to be inspired by 
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nature in our daily lives. What better place to surround yourself with 
the beauty of nature than Fortune Lake? 
 
The weekend will feature yoga, tai chi, massage, hot saunas, 
opportunities to spend time in nature, food demos, mindfulness 
sessions, delicious food, and a welcoming community of individuals. 

This year we are offering an optional extra night of Thursday. Join us 
to refresh, center yourself, and learn more about you and your body! 

 
Registration Deadline: Monday, August 29 at 12:00pm CST 

Register online at www.fortunelake.org/event/fall-wellness-retreat/ 
 

 
Volunteer Opportunities 

 
• Occasionally fill-in as our Sound System 

Tech 
• Men and women to serve as Ushers  
• Christian Education is seeking individuals 

to coordinate Sunday School, Youth 
Programs, and lead Confirmation 

• Folding Bulletins each Thursday at 1pm. 
• Assembling the Newsletter, the last Wednesday of each month at 

2pm 
 
If you would like to help in any of these areas, please call 428-4565! 
 

 

In Memory of Joyce Creten 
For Choir 

From Ann Movalson 
Paul & Judy Hammond 

 

In Memory of Steve Goetsch 
For Choir 

From Nora Smith 
 

http://www.fortunelake.org/event/fall-wellness-retreat/
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Thank you to Lloyd and Mary Tuskan for folding 
the bulletins each week along with Sherri Ide, 
Cindy Sjoquist and Pam Casteel for their 
support. And to Paula LaCrosse, Cindy Sjoquist, 
and Joe Skogman for their help in assembling 
the June/July newsletter. 
  
Dear First Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your generous gift of $240.00 to ministries of the 
ELCA through ELCA Good Gifts….Your Good Gift is a very good 
gift, indeed.  With resources such as seedings and seminary 
courses, vaccinations and vegetable gardens, Bibles and 
blankets, you’re equipping God’s people – around the world 
and around the corner – with what they need to live abundant 
lilves.  Thank you for  your faithful gift – your partnership 
makes a difference.    

 With Graditude, Rachel Wind,  
  Executive for Philanthropy 
(First Lutheran Sunday School purchased Chicks, Piglets, and 
Honeybees) 
 

Dear First Lutheran Church, 
Thank you for your generous $1240.00 emergency gift to help 
the people of Ukraine, who are enduring unimaginable 
hardship and suffering.  Please continue to lift them in your 
prayers. Your gift is being put to use immediately to deliver 
emergency food, shelter, Personal Care Kits, Baby Care Kits, 
medicines and other critically needed items for children and 
their famiies who are trying to survive the horrifying fighting… 
or being forced to flee their homeland with a few meager 
belongings.  Your willingness to share your blessings during a 
global crisis like this is a godsend to your neighbors in Ukrain 
who are hurting.  They can feel your love and are deeply 
grateful to know  you are keeping them in your thoughts and 
prayers…. 
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  Warm Regards, Ambassador Daniel Speckhard (ret.), President & CEO 
Dear First Lutheran, 
 Thank you for the celebration wishes and quilt. 
   Thank You, Aaron Steinhoff 
Pastor Elisabeth & First Lutheran, 

Thank you for letting us borrow the tables for Williams 
graduation…I love our church family so much and am so 
blessed to be with such kind people. 

   Thank You, The Olisck Family 
 
The the Lovely Folks at First Lutheran, 

Thank  you for an amazing week at day camp.  We couldn’t 
have done it without the support of an awesome volunteer 
crew, a lively and welcoming congregation, and all of the 
other grown-ups (and littles!) who work to make programs 
like this a success.  Our campers had a ton of fun learning 
about God’s boundless love for them and for the whole 
world – we can’t wait for them to learn even more about 
this week’s theme throughout the year. Thanks Again for 
All that You Do! 

   Grace & Peace,  
   Your Fortune Lake Day Camp Team 
P.S. The Potluck was stellar! Thank you to all who contributed. 
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Faithful Innovations—Holy Experiments  
 

We invite you to dig even deeper and consider how an intentional 
adaptive communal learning process 
could help your congregation. Gather 
a team of 4 to 7 lay people to join 
your rostered leader or licensed lay 
minister and experience the process 
of Faithful Innovations. Your team 
will also receive coaching support. 
Congregations with an interim leader 
are also very welcome to participate.  
 

It all begins with LISTENING…  
1. LISTENING TO GOD  

• DWELLING IN THE 
SCRIPTURES  
• PRAYER  

2. LISTENING TO YOUR CHURCH FAMILY  
• ONE-ON-ONE CONVERSATIONS  
• SHARING YOUR FAITH  

3. LISTENING TO YOUR “NEIGHBORHOOD”  
• WALKING AROUND AND PAYING ATTENTION  
• “GOD SIGHTINGS”  

Then, based on your listening, try an “experiment.”  
 

The Faithful Innovations Team from Faith Lutheran, Calumet 
discerned that God was calling them to listen and pay attention to 
what draws people to events at the Calumet Colosseum Ice Arena and 
how God is present. Individuals and groups from the team “walked the 
neighborhoods” of Calumet to more intentionally see what’s going on 
in their own community. Who knows what they might learn about 
their community through this “holy experiment?” 
 

 

To learn more, visit our synod website at:  
www.nglsynod.org/faithful-innovations 

 

Next Faithful Innovation 

Trainings at Fortune Lake 

 

• Saturday, September 

24 

• Saturday, October 

29 

• Saturday, January 

28 

 

Registration Deadline is 

September 6. 2022.  Contact 

Pastor Jim Duehring at 906-

228-2300 
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Week 1: 
Chuck Thomas  Jo Skogman  Wesley Daniels 
Trevor Thorbahn 
 

Week 2: 
Stacy Smith   Michelle Larson Carolyn Nelson 
Lori Seawright  Kathy Gobert   Samuel Olsick 
Steve Bolek  Samuel Hill   
 

Week 3: 
Gary Bjorkquist Mercedes Koski Trudy Brandt 
Marge Movalson Allie Roman  Julie Landwehr 
Gordon Zuehlke Harvey Setter 
  

Week 4: 
Chelsea McDonough Carter Roman  Carol Ebbesen 
Andy Nelson  
  

 
Joe & Erica Skellenger  11 years 
Matt & Katie Smith  16 years 
Jim & Tiffany Olsick  20 years 
Gary & Julie Olson  34 years 
Bruce & Marge Movalson 35 years 
Tom & Kathy Gobert  36 years 
John & Lisa Thomas  37 years 
Ed & Jennifer Walker  41 years 
Chuck & Lynn Thomas  45 years 
John & Wanda Kloet  46 years 
Peter & Bonnie DeMay  49 years 
John & Ruthann Skellenger 51 years 
Tom & Dotti Ford  52 years 
Al & Dolly Salmi                56 years 
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Lakeview    Bishop Noa 
Laila Whitfield    Betty Erickson 
Carole Wedell    Marie Hirn 
     
   

Sunny Shores    Christian Park  
Everett Robinson   Marilyn Stade  
 

Murray’s Country View   At Home 
Pat Shampo    Arla Pearson 

            Lorraine Moreau 
                 Don Erickson 
                             Gen Morley 

 
Serving Us in August 

 

Readers                                    8:00 am                10:30 am 

August 7 Dale Schlemmer John Thomas 
August 14 Cindy Sjoquist Peggy Austin 
August 21 Nora Smith Ann Christiansen 

August 28 Ellen Swenson Laura Coleman 
 

Communion Assistance 

August 7 Vickie Marshall Cindy Sjoquist 
August 14 Sally Pouliot *needed* 
August 21 Dale Schlemmer Ann Christiansen 

August 28 Cindy Sjoquist Kathy Gudwer 
 

Thank you for volunteering to serve.  We understand if you do not 
wish to serve during the pandemic.  If you are unable to serve, please 
contact the office at 428-4565.   

 
Altar Guild 

 

Sally Pouliot 
Lisa Thomas 
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Council Highlights 
 

The Congregational Council did not meet during 
June and July.  The next council meeting will be 
on August, 17th at 7:00pm. 

 
 

 
Safety Task Force 

 

UREGENT MEDICAL DEVICE CORRECTION 
Reference: Gel Separation, M5071A and M5072A, 2021-CC-EC-

012 
 

We have received notice that the Adult and Child AED cardio pads we 
have can be defective.  The gel backing can separate from the pad 
when the outer cover is removed.  It is recommended to continue 

using the pads in the event of a cardiovascular emergency unless the 
gel is completely removed from the pad.  Full details and instructions 

are in the AED box.  The company is fixing the gel issue and will notify 
First when the correction is made. 

 
NEXT SAFETY MEETING  

Tuesday, August 23rd  
2:30pm 

 
In case of an active shooter incident at First Lutheran, we will follow 

the federal safety guideline of: 
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Contact Us: 
First Lutheran Church 
1212 Minneapolis Ave. 
Gladstone, MI  49837 
906-428-4565 
www.firstlutheran-gladstone.org or find us on facebook.com 
 

Rev. Elisabeth Daniels, Pastor 
pastor.firstgladstone@gmail.com 
Office:  906-428-4565  Home:  773-419-2892  

Vicar Melissa Salminen 
 vicar.melissas@gmail.com 
 Office:  906-428-4565 Home:  906-360-1001 
Office Administrator: Rhonda Husbye 

office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org 
Director of Music: Ray Miller (temporary volunteer) 
Musicians: Ray Miller, Paul Rajala 
Christian Ed Coordinator: Cindy Sjoquist (temporary volunteer) 
Custodian:  Hope Thompson  

 
 

 

 

Congregation Council: 
Kathy Gobert, President 
Lynn Thomas, Vice President 
Cindy Sjoquist, Secretary 
Bill Ehrhardt, Treasurer 
Ruth Botbyl 
Ann Christiansen 
Howard Haulotte  
Dirk Manson  Ray Miller   
Chris Mineau  Sam Olsick 
 
 
 

mailto:office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org 
A congregation of the Northern Great Lakes Synod  
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

http://www.firstlutheran-gladstone.org/
mailto:vicar.melissas@gmail.com
mailto:office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org
mailto:office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org
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