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1212 Minneapolis Ave. 
Gladstone, MI  49837 

906-428-4565 

www.firstlutheran-gladstone.org 

office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org 

or check us out on facebook.com 
 

Worship –8:00 AM and 10:30 AM  
                                                    

    Office Hours – Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM  
Friday – 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

Rev. Elisabeth Daniels, Pastor              

pastor.firstgladstone@gmail.com 

 

Vicar Melissa Salminen 
vicar.melissas@gmail.com  
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Our Mission Statement ... 
First Lutheran Church is God’s people inviting, involving 
equipping and empowering to serve, that all  
may know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  
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Dear FLC Family, 
The other night, after sauna and baths, Wes 

and I put the kids in their creature onesie pajamas 
with hoods and went on a “moon walk.” The moon 
was beautiful and in the cool crisp darkness of the 
walk we embraced the uniqueness of our adventure. We looked for 
constellations and enjoyed carrying flashlights that we didn’t need.  

Our little family doesn’t often play outside in the dark, but 
when we do it’s always special. The stars are a mystery to our two 
children who have 8:00 pm bedtimes. The joy and light the darkness 
brought was a gift. 

It reminded me of our Advent theme this year, “Oh Holy Light.” 
As we wait in anticipation for that holiest of nights, we look through 
the beauty and mystery of darkness towards our sacred light. In the 
Lutheran Hymnal, we have a hymn titled “As the Dark Awaits the 
Dawn” by Susan Palo Cherwien and Carl F Schalk. 

The choir will be singing this hymn during the offering for our 
10:30 am worship services in Advent. The song starts with the lyrics, 
“As the dark awaits the dawn, so we await your light, O Star of 
promise, scatter night, loving bright, loving bright till shades of fear 
are gone.” It’s a lovely song.   

Sometimes when we journey in the darkness, we better 
understand the meaning of the light. There is good to be found in both 
places. Night and darkness seem to get a bad reputation…as 
something to fear, but not during the season of Advent. At this time of 
year, the quiet of darkness is a welcome gift. It reminds us that holy 
light is coming. 

Christmas will arrive. Until then I invite you to give yourself 
space in the dark Time to reflect, to pray, to hike, or snowshoe. See 
the lights your eyes would miss in the day. Await the dawning that is 
Christ’s birth with peace and stillness. Our culture is so bright, hot and 
loud at this time of year that it’s blinding and overwhelming. The 
church in this hemisphere offers us a dark coolness that is sacred 
bliss…Oh Holy Night and Light. Amen 

 
God’s peace, Pastor Elisabeth  
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Ubiquitous Unknowns 
 

Greetings Siblings in Christ 
 
Advent is a season growing more meaningful as 
each year passes. I love Christmas lights. The warm 
glow from the lights on the tree in the evening is comforting on cold 
nights. Riding around to see the lights, especially when driving the 
lonesome highways of the U.P home. Seeing the lights is an indication 
of  warmth, welcome, and reassurance, If I should happen to have car 
trouble, the one inside may be willing to help. The lights are a beacon 
of God’s love during the dark nights.  
 Often when teaching I would decorate my tree before 
Thanksgiving weekend because I traveled home. I love to sit and work 
or read by the twinkling lights. As time has passed and after getting 
married, our two traditions clashed. Luke waited until late December. I 
wanted it up right after Thanksgiving (or before). The first year was a 
compromise. The next year we had Caroline, and the lights came out 
early. She loves the lights. Over the past six years, I have had the 
opportunity to ride around more and more to look at the lights. The 
exclamation from the back seat “Look mom, more Christmas lights” is 
always a welcome sound. If she falls asleep and doesn’t see the newly 
decorated house, I make a mental note to drive by when she is awake.  
 This year as she is becoming more aware of traditions and the 
reason why we decorate our home; I look forward to talking more and 
more about what the lights mean for me. The lights are a reminder of 
God’s “Holy Light” sent to the world in the form of a child, Jesus, born 
on a cold winter’s night.  
 This year as my family is more intentional about our traditions, 
as our little one is understanding a bit more, it is a time for me to 
reflect on the reason each tradition is done during this season of 
Advent. May we all be a bit more intentional and take the time to 
ponder the meaning of the light, pray for those who display the lights, 
and wonder in the God’s love sent to us always. 
 
In Christ, 
Vicar Melissa 
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Upcoming Scriptures 
 

December 4 – Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72;1-7, 18-19, Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12 
 

December 11 – Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146: 5-10, James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11 
 

December 18 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 7:10-18, Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25 
 

December 25 – Nativity of Our Lord II: Christmas Day 
Isaiah 62:6-12, Psalm 97, Titus 3:4-7, Luke 2: (1-7) 8-20 

 
 

Yearning for Awakening 
This study will follow the four weeks of 
Advent in the Christian Church that 
culminates with the celebration of Jesus' birth 
on Christmas Day. Each day will feature a 
different activity designed to awaken each of 
us to the bias that occurs in our lives and 
moves us toward acknowledgement and 
change. 

 
As God's people, called to love and care for all of creation and each 
other, examining our beliefs is one step toward a world that loves and 
embraces each person as they are and holds all of creation as holy. 
The details are on the Synod Website, https://advent-
yearningforawakening.weebly.com/ or contact Vicar Melissa. 
 
This study was created by Vicar Melissa and a classmate Vicar Katy 
who is serving in Marinette. Join Melissa every Sunday during Advent 
at 7:00 pm via Zoom. 
 
The study will include a “Blue Christmas” service on December 21st at 
First Lutheran at 7:00 pm EST and will be livestreamed on First’s 
YouTube channel.  
 

https://advent-yearningforawakening.weebly.com/
https://advent-yearningforawakening.weebly.com/
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Advent Worship Services 
 

Take a breath out of the busy holiday season and     
attend a special evening of worship on Wednesday  evenings. 

 
December 7th  7:00 pm  Advent - Holden Evening Prayer 
December 14th  7:00 pm Advent – Holden Evening Prayer 
December 21st  7:00 pm  Advent – Blue Christmas Service 
 
Advent devotionals “Light Shines in the Darkness” are available in the 
fellowship hall and includes a devotion book, placemat, calendar book 

and table tent.  It is appropriate for everyone to enjoy. 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Worship Opportunities 
 
 

December 24th  4:00 pm  Family Candlelight Service 
December 24th  7:00 pm  Candlelight Service 
December 25th 9:15 am Lessons & Hymns Service 
 

 

 
 
Christmas Poinsettias 
 

If you would like to have a Poinsettia in church for Christmas 
in honor or memory of a loved one, please fill out the form at 
the back of the newsletter and bring it to the church office.  In 
order to be included in the bulletin, forms must be received 
no later than Thursday, December 8th.  Poinsettias must be 

delivered by noon Friday, December 23rd. 
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Save the Date! 

 
December 4th 

3:00 pm 
First Lutheran Church 

 
Tri-County NGLS Fundraising Event 

Folks are invited for an afternoon of: Food, A Music Show, and Festive 
Goods and Activities. 

 

We are looking for former staff and campers to join us for this event! 
If you have a talent you would like to share, let Pastor or Vicar know. 

 

Check out the bulletin board for ways you can sign up to help! 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Bay de Noc Choral Society presents… 

 
“Joy to the World” 

A Christmas Concert 
 

Sunday, December 4th at 1:30 pm 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Escanaba 

 
All are welcome – free will offering 
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SINGERS & RINGERS 
 

Can you ring a bell? Can you sing a song? Do you 
like music? If you answered yes to at least one of 

these, then we want you! We are dusting off the handbells for ringing 
and looking for more voices to join us singing. 

Rest assured; this is not a full-time 
commitment. If you have any interest or any 

questions, please contact me directly. 
Stacie Carter 

906-420-6448 

  

 
 Faith Lutheran Church 

and the Rock/Perkins ecumenical choir presents: 
 

A Worshipful Christmas Celebration Cantata 
 

“My Christmas Prayer” 
 

created by Jason Cox, Cliff Duren, and Johnathan Crompton 
 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 
 

Performances 
4:00 p.m.  Faith Lutheran Church, Rock 

7:00 p.m.  St. Joseph Catholic Church, Perkins 

 
Fellowship and refreshments will follow each performance. 

A free-will offering to defray the cost of music is 
appreciated.  

 

 
Bible Study 
 

Bible study will meet on Wednesdays at 9:30am in the Youth Room. 
They are discussing the book of Job. 

 



     

10 

 

Grace Circle 
Grace Circle will meet for a Christmas luncheon at Waterview Manor 
on Thursday, December 8th at noon.  The luncheon will be catered by 
Gail McEachern.  There will be no cost as the luncheon is in 
honor/memory of Violet Christiansen given by her family.  Please RSVP 
by Monday, December 5th by calling the church office or signing the 
sheet on the bulletin board in the church narthex.  All Grace Circle 
ladies and Square ladies are invited to attend.  Pastor Elisabeth will 
join us and share a message and the celebration of Holy 
Communion.  There will be a time for sharing memories/stories.  The 
monetary offering will be shared with the Rock Food Pantry. 
 

 

Love Circle & Faith Circle 
 

Love Circle will meet at Jo Skogman’s, Thursday, December 15th at 
9:30 am.  Please bring a salad to pass and your bible.   
 
Faith Circle no longer meets so Faith Circle people are welcome to join 
Love Circle on the third Thursday of each month at 9:30 am.  Actually, 
all women of First Lutheran are invited to join our circle group. 
 

Sewing Circle  
 

The sewing circle meets every Tuesday at 9:00am in the fellowship 
hall.  Any questions, call Connie at 428-1696 

 
Tried-N-True 
 

A Christmas luncheon gathering will be on Friday, 
December 16th at 12:00pm with a sing-along of 
carols. Tried-N-True meets on the third Friday of 
each month in the fellowship hall.  This month will 
be a Christmas Sing-A-Long with Paul Rajala.  

 
Book Club 
 

All are welcome to read November’s book, “The Family of Jesus” by 
Karen Kingsbury. Then meet with the Book Club on Monday, 
December 26th for a full discussion. 
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Christian Education 
 

Attention All Sunday School Parents 
Each family will receive a free copy of “All I Really Want” by Quinn G. 
Caldwell.  If you want to participate in the weekly devotional 
gathering, we will meet in the fellowship hall at 9:15 on Sundays. If 
you would like to be in a daily text group, sign up in the office. 
 
 

Parent’s Night Out 
Polar Express Event 

December 11, 2022 4:30 pm-7:30 pm  
The Christian Education Team, with the 

help of our Confirmation Students will 
be hosting our Sunday School Youth for 

a night of Polar Express Fun! The Fun includes: A Hot Cocoa Bar, Sugar 
Cookie Decorating, Pizza, Devotions, and of Course The Polar Express! 
Parents drop your kids off and enjoy a kid-free evening. Sign-up in the 
church office. 
 

 
Sunday School Christmas Program 
The Sunday School Christmas Program 

10:30 am 
December 18, 2021  

The program will take place during our 10:30 am 
Worship Service.  
Dress Rehearsals  

12/17 10:00 am Sanctuary  
                     12/18 During Sunday School  

 

No Sunday School December 25, 2022-January 1, 2023 
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Mitten Tree 
 

We are collecting mittens, hats and scarves for the 
mitten tree again this year (socks are ok too).  We will 
donate all items collected to the Salvation Army.  
Please bring your items to church and put them on the 
mitten tree displayed in the front entrance! 

 

 
Kiwanis Christmas Tree of Honor & 
Remembrance 
 

The Gladstone-Rapid River Kiwanis is kicking off its annual 
Christmas Tree of Honor and Remembrance.  Lights can be 
purchased in Remembrance of loved ones or to Honor 
someone special.  Each light costs $5 or 3 lights for $10.  Lights are available 
for purchase until December 1st.  The Christmas Tree will be located in 
Gladstone’s Van Cleve Park and a lighting ceremony will take place at 5:30 
on Sunday, December 4th at the beach house.  The tree will stay lit through 
January 3rd.  Forms are available on the table outside of the office, at City  
Hall, and on the Kiwanis website www.gladstonekiwanis.weebly.com 

 

 
Finance Committee  
 

The finance committee is seeking 1-2 
people to join them on Monday mornings 
at 9:00am to count the Sunday offerings.  
They also meet periodically throughout 
the year and work on the church budget.  People interested should 
have a background in handling business finances.  
 

 
Safety Task Force 

 
NEXT SAFETY MEETING  

February 7th at 1:00pm 
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Special Giving Envelope 

December Special Giving will go towards   
Seminarian/Intern Fund 

 

This fund financially supports current and future First Lutheran 
members who are going to seminarian school and it helps support our 

current and future interns. 
 

November Special Giving -Operation Christmas Child:  Thank you to all 
who contributed to Operation Christmas Child.  As of November 20th, 
you raised $275.00. 

 
Introducing Our New Members 

 

The Kippola’s 
Aaron & Amanda have 
been married since 
2013. They have five 
children: Maxwell (13), 
Enzo (8), Kian (7), Iris 
(5), and Kai (4).  Aaron 
& Amanda were 
members of Christ the 
King Lutheran Church of 
Ishpeming before 
relocating to Gladstone. Aaron holds a master’s degree in Jazz 
Performance and has 30+ years of experience in Audio Services. Aaron 
is an Audio-Visual Technology Coordinator at Northern Michigan 
University, and you will also see him at the sound booth at First 
Lutheran sharing his talents. Amanda holds a master’s degree in Social 
Work but is currently putting her energy into raising their five children. 
All the children in the family love playing soccer, are involved in 
scouts, skateboard, and ride horses. The family is grateful for the 
warm welcome from the First Lutheran congregation and look forward 
to humbly worshiping beside all of you. 
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The Skorupski’s 
Pat and Myra have been married forty-six years.  They have three 
children Amy (Daniel), Patrick (Breeze), and Beth (Tim) and five 
grandchildren (three granddaughters and 2 grandsons).  Pat retired 
and enjoys gardening, fishing, going to camp, anything outdoors.  
Myra loves working as a waitress at Jacks Restaurant.  With God’s 
guidance, we found First Lutheran.  It was hard to leave our church 
family at Eden on the Bay yet we knew immediately we were in the 
right pace the first time we walked in.   Thank you First Lutheran for 
making us a part of your church family.  We look forward to serving 
our father God through you and with you. 
 

The Vanlerberghe’s 
Tom and Judy are so happy with how you, First Lutheran, have 
welcomed us.  We live up at Lake Bluff, Gladstone.  Have been there 
for 27 years.  We have married for fifty-six years and have three 
children, one passed away.  We have nine grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.  Tom was in the army for two years and is a Viet 
Nam Vet.  He retired from the U.S. Forest Service.  Judy retired from 
St. Francis Hospital after thirty-five years.  We are so happy to join all 
of you here at First Lutheran.  God Bless. 
 

We also Welcome 
Art and Rosie Spindler  

Paul and Gretchen Strom 
Lloyd and Ann Tuskan 

 

 
We have worship tablets for members who prefer to 
watch services from home, but do not have access to the 
internet. Please contact the office to sign one out.   
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Calvary Crafty  

Christmas 

 

Thursday, Dec. 1 

6:30 – 9:00 

 
We will have all you need to make fun Christmas 

Crafts along with refreshments and treats 
 

Bring your glue guns and join us for a fun  
Evening of fellowship 

 
Free will offering will be taken 

 
 

 
 
Offering Envelopes ... 
Offering envelopes for 2023 will be available on 
the tables in the narthex during the next couple 
of weeks.  Please pick yours up, but don’t start 
using them until January.  Remember, those who 
use eGiving also have envelopes. 
 

 

2022 Offerings 
In order for your offering to be credited to 2022, envelopes must be 
received in the church office no later than Thursday, December 29TH 
at noon.   

Thank You 
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Change of Address 
   As some of you leave town to spend the winter     
   in warmer, sunnier places please remember to  
   let the office know your warmer, sunnier     
   address.  Thank you 

 

 
DEADLINE FOR ANNUAL REPORTS 
Written and financial reports to be included in the 
2022 Annual Report of the Congregation are due in 
the office no later than Thursday, January 5th, 2022.  

If at all possible, please send your report via e-mail to 
office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org.  Thank you! 
 

 

Hope at the Inn 
 

Our New Coordinators!! 
Our new Hope at the Inn Co-Coordinators are 
Tiffany Olsick and Amanda Kippola. Thanks to 
these ladies First Lutheran is able to continue this 
much needed ministry serving those in need of 
shelter.  Pat Casteel will continue to help out 
where needed.  We encourage you to volunteer 
when we host January 8 – 15.  Tiffany and 
Amanda will be sign up people in the narthex before and after the 10:30 
worship service starting mid-December.  
 
This season will begin on December 4th and will run for 13 weeks.  If 
things are going well, and there are enough host churches and enough 
volunteers, we will extend the season well into March.  Volunteers are 
very needed and much appreciated. 
 
Winter Blessings, Rhonda Husbye & Pat Casteel 

If you are in need of homeless services, please contact the Community 
Action intake line at 1-800-562-9762 x207. 

mailto:office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org
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Gifts to Our Congregation 
 

In Memory of Elvera Kallio 
For General Fund 
From Pat Hewitt  

Lloyd & Mary Tuskan 
Marlene and Loran Lamberg 

Richard Anderson 
Larry Kallio & Family 

 
 
Fortune Lake News  

Senior Days 2022-2023 Announced 
 

Fortune Lake is proud to continue the tradition of Senior Days for the 
elders in our region.  This year’s dates have been selected. Mark your 

calendars and make plans to join us! 
 

Monday, January 9 
Monday, March 13 

Monday, May 8 
 

The day begins at 10:00am and wraps up by 2:00pm CT. 
The day includes, coffee and fellowship time, devotion and 

announcements, presentation in the morning, lunch, and an afternoon 
presentation.  It’s not too early to sign up. 

 

Thank you to Lloyd and Mary Tuskan for their help folding 
the bulletins each week. To Kathy Gobert for her help in 

assembling the November newsletter. 
 
To the Good People of First Lutheran, 
  Bless you for being the gathering place for the 2022 
Boxcar Event! Talk about bring “God’s Work, Our Hands” to life! Way to be a 
blessing! 
   See You Next Year!  Pastor Brenda 
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Lakeview     Bishop Noa 
Laila Whitfield     Betty Erickson 
Carole Wedell     
Everett Robinson    
  

   

 
Murray’s Country View   At Home 
Pat Shampo     Arla Pearson  
      Lorraine Moreau 
      Gen Morley 

 

   
 

Week 1: 
William Austin  Laila Whitfield  Mary Bjorkquist 
Dave Ottensman  
 

Week 2: 
Lori Morley-Sharon Barb Karas  Carter Sisson 
Karyn Coleman  Ava Taavola  Jose Skellenger 

 

Week 3: 
Ann Miller  Brock Nelsen-Paquin Maci Menard 
James Gerow  Grace McDonough Allison Tessmer 
Jacob Tessmer  Katie Smith  Betty Erickson 
Kellen Smith 
  

Week 4: 
Clark Dahlke  Kathy Gudwer  Joel Nordin 
Sherry Salo  Carl Smith  Kristianna Dufresne-Wilson 
Jordan Larson  Collette Weide 
 
Week 5:   
Shelby Ahlgren  Nick Siedlecki  Gus Soderman 
Everly Wiltzius  Doris Sundstrom 
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Kelly & Maxwell Westerberg    3 years 
Fred & Doris Sundstrom    7 years 
Gary & Judy Larson   28 years 
Anita & Danny Stockham  42 years 
Marshall & Lori Seawright  46 years 
 

 

     
Serving Us in December 

 

Readers                                    8:00 am                10:30 am 

December 4 Judy Hammond Al Salmi 
December 11 Vicki Marshall Dolly Salmi 
December 18 Dale Schlemmer Connie Salmi 

December 24 4:00pm Chris Mineau  

December 24 7:00pm  *needed* 

December 25 Nora Smith Peggy Austin 
 

Communion Assistance 

December 4  Vicki Marshall 
Jane Coyne-Smith 

December 11  Sally Pouliot 
Kathy Gudwer 

December 18  Carol Kocsis 
*1 more needed* 

December 24 4:00pm Cindy Sjoquist 
*2 more needed* 

 

December 24 7:00pm  *1 needed* 

December 25  Cindy Sjoquist 
Thank you for volunteering to serve.  We understand if you do not wish to serve 
during the pandemic.  If you are unable to serve, please contact the office at 
428-4565.   
 

Altar Guild:  Ruth Botbyl & Donna Schlemmer 
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Council Highlights 
 

The Congregational Council meet on November 
16th.  At this meeting the council; reviewed the 
MEF October 31st financial report and grant 
proposals.  A motion was made that the council 
recommends the grants proposed by the MEF 
board, as presented, are appropriate and should 
be passed onto the congregation for its approval, at the annual 
meeting. Ray/Ruth.  There was not a quorum present at the meeting, 
thus, an online vote was taken. The motion passed unanimously.  Cub 
Scouts were granted building use and a key to access the entrances.  A 
retired pastor covenant was signed by Paul Strom, Pastor Elisabeth 
and a council member will also be signing.  The council also previewed 
the Audit Committee report of the 2021 Audit and recommends it is 
entered into the annual report.  They agreed the 10:30 worship 
communion will go back to regular communion cups.  The next council 
meeting will be on December 20th at 7:00pm via Zoom.   

 

Greetings to all of you from the staff at 
First Lutheran.  May you have the gift 

of faith, the blessing of hope and the 
peace of His Love at Christmas and 

always. 
 

Pastor Elisabeth Daniels,  
Vicar Melissa Salminen,  

Rhonda Husbye, Stacie Carter,  
Paul Rajala, Hope Thompson 
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Contact Us: 
First Lutheran Church 
1212 Minneapolis Ave. 
Gladstone, MI  49837 
906-428-4565 
www.firstlutheran-gladstone.org or find us on facebook.com 
 

Rev. Elisabeth Daniels, Pastor 
pastor.firstgladstone@gmail.com 
Office:  906-428-4565  Home:  773-419-2892  

Vicar Melissa Salminen 
 vicar.melissas@gmail.com 
 Office:  906-428-4565 Home:  906-360-1001 
Office Administrator: Rhonda Husbye 

office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org 
Director of Music: Stacie Carter 
 staciecarter717@gmail.com 
Musicians: Paul Rajala 
Christian Ed Coordinator: Cindy Sjoquist (temporary volunteer) 
Custodian:  Hope Thompson  

 
Congregation Council: 
Kathy Gobert, President 
Lynn Thomas, Vice President 
Cindy Sjoquist, Secretary 
Bill Ehrhardt, Treasurer 
Ruth Botbyl 
Ann Christiansen 
Howard Haulotte  
Dirk Manson  Ray Miller   
Chris Mineau  Sam Olsick 

mailto: office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org 
A congregation of the Northern Great Lakes Synod  
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
  

http://www.firstlutheran-gladstone.org/
mailto:vicar.melissas@gmail.com
mailto:office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org
mailto:staciecarter717@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:%20office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org
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If you would like to have a 
Poinsettia in church for Christmas 
in honor or memory of a loved one, 
please fill out the  

  form below and bring it to the  
    church office.  In order to be  
    included in the bulletin, forms 

must be received no later than Friday, December 
9th. Poinsettias must be delivered by noon 
Friday, December 23th.  
 
NOTE: Poinsettias CANNOT be in the building prior to 
Thursday, December 23rd due to allergies and picked up 
by December 27th . Please be respectful of this change.  
 
The Altar Guild suggests you consider purchasing 6" pots as we 
have stands to hold the flowers and they have openings for 6" 
pots. 

 
 
In Memory/Honor Of: (circle one) 
 
 
 
 

Given By:  
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