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March, 2024                              Immanuel Lutheran Church                                               Escanaba     

Dinner &  

A Movie March 16  

“Jesus Christ Super Star” is our film 
selection for March 16th at 5:00 pm 
at Immanuel Lutheran. A sign-up 
sheet is on the table. BYOCC! 
(Bring Your Own Comfy Chair, if 
you like!) 

During the Lenten season, 
our Outreach committee 
will be collecting personal 
care items for the D.J. Jac-
obetti Michigan Veterans 
Homes. Items include high 
quality disposable razors, 3 

in 1 shampoo/conditioners/ bodywash, high quali-
ty lotions and after shave lotion for sensitive skin. 

Summer camp 2024 schedule 
is ready and registration is 
open. Go to their website at 
FortuneLake.org for more infor-
mation or look for the poster 
with tear off tabs on our bulletin 
board.           

Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp 
138 Fortune Lake Camp Rd., Crystal Falls, MI 49920  
906-214-2267     officemanager@fortunelake.org  

Roof Update 
 

We are 41% of the way to 
our goal to pay off the 

$110,000 loan for the roof  
replacement.  

A total of $45,600 has 
been given.  

 

Did you know?  
 

If you have a story you’d like to put in writing, 
we’d like to print it.  No kidding! We call it the 
“My Story” column and we would really love to 
have you featured here. Just email your story to us 
at the Immanuel Lutheran office:  

Immanuel@immanuelescanaba.org  
and it will be published in the next issue of  

Parish Life. Wouldn’t that be great! 
 

LOAN AMOUNT: 
$110,000 Students at Bay College will be enjoy-

ing the luxury of a home cooked meal 
and the attention of our fellow church 
members as Immanuel Lutheran 
serves them on March 11. It’s a fun 
job! Sign up sheet is on the table. 

 

http://fortunelake.org/contact/
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Greetings, 

 

What do you think of when you hear the word Evangelist? Perhaps you think of people who come and knock on your door and ask, 

“Do you know Jesus?” Perhaps you think of the people in your life who first shared the gospel with you, whether a friend or family 

member. Do you think of yourself as an evangelist? After all, Evangelical is in the name of our denomination, the Evangelical Lu-

theran Church of America. 

 

As members of the body of Christ, we are all called to be evangelists, that is to share the gospel. But this doesn’t mean we all are 

called to go knocking on doors, or to hand out Bible tracts to people on the street. Both of which are things that have their place. 

Rather, a modern understanding of evangelism is much broader than that, it is one who spreads the Gospel. 

 

We are evangelists through our actions. The quote “Preach the Gospel at all times, and if necessary, use words” is often attributed to 

St. Francis of Assisi. The twelfth-century friar, who is well remembered for his care of creation, believed that actions were the most 

powerful tool in spreading the Gospel. The way that we act does proclaim a message about Christianity and Christ, arguably a 

stronger impact than the message we proclaim with our words. Our kindness, generosity, compassion, and forgiveness of others is 

evangelism. Our actions reflect the God we proclaim to follow. 

 

We are evangelists through our relationships with other people. Whether in our actions or in our words we are evangelists through 

relationship. Our actions bear witness to the gospel to all sorts of people in our life including the associate at the grocery store, one 

of your family members, a friend or neighbor, evangelism when done well happens through relationship. We as people, generally 

trust people we know. Spreading the gospel is no different. 

 

Evangelism is part of our call as Christians. The goal of evangelism is inviting others into a relationship with God, a relationship that 

has transformed us. That can look a lot of different ways, perhaps it is them coming with you to church, perhaps it is participating in 

a bible study with you, perhaps it is them starting their own spiritual practices, or perhaps thinking about God’s presence in their life. 

Our actions and relationships are the most powerful witness we have to the Gospel and to share the Good News with those in our 

community. 

 

Go and share the Good News, 
 

Pastor Mike 
Pastor Mike Markwell 

 
Are you an evangelist? 
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At Immanuel Lutheran Church 

 

 Palm Sunday  Maundy Thursday   Good Friday      Easter Sunday 

 March 24th    March 28th   March 29th      March 31 

 10:30 am  6:00 pm   Ecumenical Service     10:30 am 

                 At Immanuel 6:00 pm 

Food Assistance Programs 
 
7th Day Adventist Church 
Mon-Fri, 1-4 pm 
 
Salvation Army 
Must qualify 
Bring ID and proof of income 
 
St. Vincent DePaul 
Escanaba, 906-786-2808  
Gladstone, 906-428-1234 
For residents of their areas  
To receive food twice per month 
Must bring ID and proof of income 
Mon-Fri, 11am-2pm Call for specific times 
 
Bethany Lutheran Free Store 
1st Tuesday of the Month 

 Immanuel Lutheran Church Council 
 

Pastor Mike Markwell 
President Gary Corrigan  

Vice President Char Scheeneman  
Secretary Vacant 
Council Members 

Katie Stewart  
Marilyn Noble 

Richard LaCosse 
Dave Mason 

Gloria Johnson 

Our own ILCW and their 
many, many volunteers 
have completed the big 
March Pasty Bake and 
have made and sold over 
300 pasties! 
 

Thank You! 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

January 15, 2024 

Present: Pastor Mike Markwell, Gary Corrigan (President), Char Scheeneman (Vice President), Deb Barton 

(Secretary) Marilyn Noble, and Katie Stewart. 

Absent: Ralph Johnson, and Richard LaCosse 

Sharing Prayers and Concerns. 

Prayer: Pastor Mike. 

Approval of the Agenda: 

01-2024-01 Motion to approve the agenda by taking item C (Large Safe) off the agenda. Marilyn Noble/Katie 

Stewart – Motion carried. 

Administrative Reports: 

 Secretary – reviewed written report. 

 Treasurer – Pastor explained a few items. 

 Pastor – Pastor highlighted a few things in his report. 

 Outreach – no report. 

01-2024-02 Motion to accept all reports. Char Scheeneman/Katie Stewart – Motion carried. 

Discussion: 

Fundraising approval (was tabled from December) – Should the Council be approving all fundraisers? 

We need to have a clearer understanding of the money process so that it is clear to the Treasurer 

about what is coming and going as far as the money. Pastor will talk to Mary Ciminskie (Treasurer) 

and find out which way works best for her. Will be announced at the Annual Meeting so that every-

one is on the same page for fundraising. 

Fortune Lake opportunity (was tabled from December) – We could partner with Bethany & Christ the 

King. Would go some time prior to VBS to have a delegation attend a day at Fortune Lake to get an 

idea of some of the things they do. The delegation would be 12 to 40 people minimum, cost $15.00 

a person. Discussed June dates. 

Council Nominations – Pastor has 2 people confirmed as of now, voting will take place at the Annual 

Meeting, he also needs to talk to a couple other people. 

Remnants Spring Concert – sometime in April, after Easter. 

01-2024-03 Motion to allow Remnants to hold a Spring Concert with the payment of $60.00 fee per policy for 

the use of the church. 

VBS 2024 – Dates have been set July 29th, 2024 – August 1st, 2024. Partnering with Bethany and Christ 

the King again this year. We would like to host it here this year, we had a lot of volunteers last 

year. Council in favor of this idea. 

Adjourn:  01/2024-04 Motion to adjourn. Char Scheeneman/Marilyn Noble – Motion Carried. 

Submitted by: Deb Barton 
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Those Who Serve in March 

    Scripture Readings & Gospel for March 
 

March 3                 March 10            March 17             March 24           March 31 

Exod 20:1-17                Num 21:4-9      Jer 31:31-34    Isa 50:4-9a  Acts 10:34-43 

Ps 19       Ps 107:1-3, 17-22       Ps 51:1-12    Ps 31:9-16   Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Cor 1:18-25      Eph 2:1-10    Heb 5:5-10    Phil 2:5-11   1 Cor 15:1-11 

John 2:13-22    John 3:14-21    John 12:20-33   Mark 14:1, 15:47  Mark 16:1-8  

Parish Life and Bulletin Sponsorships 
If we have sponsors for the Parish Life newsletter or the church service bulletin 

they can be printed in color! All we need are a few color loving members to sign 

up on either the kitchen or main bulletin board.  

 
Usher Captain:  Ralph Johnson                                  Communion Prep: Jim Franks 

Second Usher:  Terry Anderson                                  Communion Assist: Gail & Carl Johnson 
Altar Guild: Kathy Stewart 

 Lay Reader Power Point Tech Video Nursery Greeters Counters 

Mar. 3 Barb Noblet Marilyn Noble Gary Corrigan Bella Noblet Don & Maddie 
Franks 

Char Scheeneman & 
Patty Woerpel 

Mar. 10 Dave Mason Brian Sarnowski Rachel Markwell Addison Noblet Grant & Lois 
Ziems 

Gary Corrigan & 
Barb Denny 

Mar. 17 
  

Craig Woerpel Aaron Dieter Jim Franks Bella Noblet Linda Olson & 
Bob Kasemodel 

Kim Pepin & Marilyn 
Noble 

Mar. 24 Barb Denny Jim Franks Marilyn Noble Addison Noblet Kim Pepin & Judi 
Possi 

Char Scheeneman 
& Gary Corrigan 

Mar. 31 
Easter! 

Rachel Markwell Brian Sarnowski Gary Corrigan Bella Noblet Char & LeRoy 
Scheeneman 

Patty Woerpel & 
Barb Denny 

Jan-Feb 2024 Memorials Received  
 

In memory of Nancy Davis-Frischman 
From Gloria Johnson 

 

In memory of her brother Joe Noble 
From Marilyn A. Noble 

 
 

For the Roof Project From:  
Donna Woerpel 
Barb Denny  and  

Gail & Carl Johnson 
  

Thank You 

Wednesday Lenten services are being 

held at 6:00 pm through March 20th.  

At 5:15 pm a soup/sandwich supper 

will be held preceding each service. 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2024-1-14/0#
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
Exercise  9:30 

2 

3 
Bible Study 9:30 
Worship  10:30 
AA          8:00pm  

4 
Sewing    9:00 
Exercise  9:30 
RICC       2:30 
Boy Scouts 6 pm 
 

5 
RICC  
Zumba  12:45 
RICC        2:30 
Outreach  5:30 
Exec         6:00 

6 
Exercise           9:30 
Women’s AA  11:00 
RICC  Art         1:00  
Lenten Supper  5:15 
Lenten Service  6:00          

7 
RICC      2:30 
Scouts    7:pm 

8 
Exercise  9:30 
RICC Safety 
 8:30 am- 4 pm 
 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
Bible Study 9:30 
Worship    10:30 
AA    8:00 pm        

11 
Sewing    9:00 
Exercise  9:30 
RICC       2:30 
ILCW       5:30pm 
Boy Scouts 6 pm 

12 
RICC  
Zumba  12:45 
RICC       2:15 
Council    7:00 

13 
Exercise           9:30 
Book Study     11:00 
Women’s AA  11:00 
RICC                1:00 
Lenten Supper  5:15 
Lenten Service  6:00          

14 
RICC     2:30 

15 
Exercise  9:30 
 
 

16 
Dinner  
and a  
Movie   5:00  
 
Jesus Christ 
Super Star 

17 
Bible Study 9:30 
Worship   10:30 
AA             8:00  

18 
Sewing    9:00 
Exercise  9:30 
RICC       2:30 
Boy Scouts 6 pm 

19 
RICC  
Zumba  12:45 
RICC       2:15 

20 
Exercise           9:30 
Women’s AA  11:00 
RICC                1:00 
Lenten Supper  5:15 
Lenten Service  6:00          

21 
RICC     2:30 

22 
Exercise  9:30 

23 

24 

 
Palm Sunday 

10:30 Service  

25 
Sewing    9:00 
Exercise  9:30 
RICC       2:30 
Boy Scouts 6 pm 

26 
RICC  
Zumba  12:45 
RICC       2:15 

27 
Exercise           9:30 
Book Study     11:00 
Women’s AA  11:00 
RICC                1:00 
 

28 

 
 

Maundy 

Thursday 

 Service 6pm 

29 
Office Closed 
Good Friday 

Ecumenical 

Service at 

Immanuel 

6pm 

30 

31 

Easter  

Sunday  
10:30 Service  

      

March 

Holy Week March  24th through 31st 
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I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 
So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 

But only God who gives the growth. 
The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, … 

For we are God’s servants, working together; ... 
 

   1 Corinthians 3: 6-9 
 

Dear People of the Northern Great Lakes Synod,  
 

At the risk of getting too personal, I share with you that my mother joined the Saints Triumphant on February 11. As the deadline for 
this article is February 12, I cannot help but approach this task with thoughts of my mother at the forefront.  
 

In this year, as together we as a synod consider what it means to be a Seed Sower and what it means to plant, and as I make plans 
with my siblings to celebrate the life of my mother, I can think of no better example of one who planted seeds and one who wit-
nessed the yield of seeds planted by others long ago. 
 

My mother was born in India in July 1932, the daughter of missionaries. She, along with her four siblings, was brought up in the 
faith. She was taught the love of Jesus, the value of compassion, and the expectation of sharing the love of God in a way that makes 
a difference. 
 

The seeds of faith planted in her bore fruit as she became a nurse, the wife of a seminary professor, the mother of five children, and a 
generous giver of time, talents, and treasure. She sang in choirs, kissed scraped knees, worked church funerals and became a matri-
arch of her community of faith. She was a parish nurse at Luther Seminary and her church library was named after her in honor of 
the hours invested in cataloging, arranging, and gathering literature. 
 

I could go on. But of course, it is the rare mother that doesn’t inspire the accolades of her children. My mother was no exception. But 
in this season of Seed Sowers, I am grateful for the seeds of faith, and the example of generosity, that my mother gave me and all 
who knew her.  
 

She not only planted seeds but enjoyed the fruit of seeds planted by others. She witnessed the seeds planted by mission-
aries when years later, she returned to India to visit the church and seminary founded by my grandfather and others. She 
saw how many pastors, native to India, had graduated from that seminary and students that are attending. We give 
thanks for the churches that were planted and the people who came to know Jesus through their efforts. 
 

And now? I invite you to consider what seeds of faith you are planting. Whether you are working to pass on the faith to 
the next generation, or enjoying the fruit of seeds planted long agog, I invite you to intentionally plant seeds for future 
faith, future ministry. This can happen in many ways:  
 

 Volunteer.  
 Share your story of faith with a stranger, doubts and all  
 Support a ministry effort with your financial gift.  
 Share your story with a loved one.  
 Remember THE Church or Your church in your will.  
 Work on your own discipleship. Take a class, go to church, invite a friend. 
 

In this time of great change, I am grateful for the seeds of faith planted long ago, and the seeds of faith planted now 
which will bear fruit in the future. We are part of a great cycle of life, this shape of the Christian life that involves dying 
and rising, Good Friday and Easter, death and resurrection, planting and harvesting. 
 

The spirit of my mother lives on in those who remember her, and the Spirit of the Living Christ lives as only the son of 
God can—to call, enlighten and sanctify those who gather and are sent in his name, to plant seeds that someone else will 
water, and someone else will harvest. 
 

I give thanks for the blessing of my mother, and for all who have planted seeds of faith. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
 

Bishop Katherine Finegan  
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Find us and “like” us on Facebook! 
Immanuel Lutheran Church  

Escanaba, ELCA 
Web page: 

 www.ImmanuelEscanaba.org 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA) and part of the 
Northern Great Lakes Synod. 

 

We are a barrier free facility and  
welcome people of all faith  

backgrounds and walks of life.   
 

Worship Schedule 
Sunday Worship, 10:30 am in person  

and via Facebook 
Adult Bible Study Sunday at 9:30 am 

 
 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday, 9:00 am to 12:00 noon  
but call ahead to be sure someone is in. 

906-786-6771 
 

Pastor Mike Markwell 
906-280-9613 

mike.j.markwell@gmail.com 
 

Administrative Assistant: Mary Finlan 
E-mail: immanuel@immanuelescanaba.org 

Web address: immanuelescanaba.org 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
600 South Lincoln Road 
Escanaba, MI  49829 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 Parish Life March 2024 

Palm Sunday  

March 24th 10:30am 

Maundy Thursday March 28th 6pm 

Good Friday  

March 29th  

Ecumenical Service  

at Immanuel at 6pm 

Easter Worship 

March 31st 10:30am 

To make a donation online please go to: 
ImmanuelEscanaba.org/on-line-offering/  

  

Audio assistive devices are available  
at our services for your convenience. 

Holy Week at Immanuel 


