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Staff and Council Members at Messiah 

 
Bridges Out of Poverty   

There were 10 people that graduated from the sixth class of BOP on Tuesday, June19th, and the 
reception was held in the Loft building on Jefferson Street.  While the students are in the Bridges Out 
of Poverty class they are considered in the Getting Ahead status.  They are helped by individuals 
that help run the class and get people involved to support them.  Once they graduate they are in the 
Staying Ahead status.  This is where Bridges needs your help.  The graduates are placed with  
teammates who will help support them in their growth of self-responsibility.  Bridges has people    
already that have volunteered to sponsor some of these individuals to help Stay Ahead of poverty.  
They need 6 more sponsors for the graduates.  Sponsors are there to show support for the people 
that have taken the steps to advance their lives out of the poverty culture.  It is a small-time invest-
ment on your part and a huge benefit to them.  Contact me for more information. 
 

Paint-A-Thon   
Last year we had another year of painting a house in Burlington.  It was at 314 Barret St., along with 
other churches (Peace, Trinity, Faith, & First Methodist) and Walmart employees.  It was a huge  
success once again.  We rebuilt a back wall and window frame along with painting the out building.  
And once again Iôm asking for volunteers to participate this year in painting another house for the  
area Paint-A-Thon program.  We had a few people from Messiah last year and would like some 

more this year.  Contact me in the office or call me for either event.  Thank You for your 
considering these ministry possibilities, and hopefully volunteering. 
                   
                                                                      Dennis office: 754-7591 cell: 920-912-5961 



COUNCIL MEETING MOTIONS - June 18, 2018 

 
ñTHANK YOUò NOTES 

 

Dear Messiah Lutheran Church,  

 

Thank you so much for awarding me a  

scholarship.  Also, thank you for letting 

me use the social hall for my graduation 

party.  Thank you again for your support 

in my future education!  

 

Thea Good  

 

Dear Messiah Evangelical Lutheran 

Church members:  

 

Thank you so much for your donation of 

$1,000.00 to Community Action of South-

east Iowa for community needs.  Because 

of people like you who care, we are able 

to make life better for families who are 

in crisis.  Thank you for caring about 

families who are in need.  

 

Sincerely,  

Sheri Wilson, CCAP, NCRT  

Executive Director  

 

Hats off to Marcia Taeger for helping the 

seniors to become more agile and better 

with their balance.  Since the class I am 

now able to walk up and down stairs 

easily. (from Lois Clark)  Though the   

exercises look easy, they are a wake -up 

call for the aging body in a good way!  

Marcia is a firm and helpful taskmaster 

for the chair - bound and recliner - bound 

older members.  Nice job, Marcia.  From 

Dan Clark  
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service and witness  
 

TAKE AWAY HUNGER will be packaging on Satur-
day, July 21 with Messiah scheduled at 10 a.m.  
Please sign the sheet in the narthex if you plan on 
helping.  This helps us know ahead if we will have 
enough people to fill a line. 
 

ITôS TIME TO START COLLECTING SCHOOL 
KITS for LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF:                 
FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled 
paper, approximately 8òx10İò, no loose-leaf paper 
ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters 
on one side and inches on the other 
ONE pencil sharpener 
ONE pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with em-
bedded steel blades work well) 
FIVE unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers  
FIVE black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink)  
ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons  
ONE 2İò eraser       
 

TEACHING AND LEARNING  
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL/ADULT FORUM   
¶ July 1-29:  Conversation about todayôs text 
 

SENIOR HEALTH INFORMATION PROGRAM  
Fred Kelly will speak to the adult Sunday School, 
9:15 a.m. on August 12 about the Senior Health In-
formation Program.  This free service assists with 
questions and problems with Medicare, Medicare 
Advantage Plans, supplemental plans, Medicare 
Part D, retiree plans, and assists with enrollment in 
Medicare, Social Security benefits, and medical or 
prescription assistance programs. 
 

Worship and celebration  
 

HOLY BAPTISM ï Baptized on Sunday, June 24, 
2018:  Jakkob Davis, born June 18, 2010.  Jakkobôs  
parents are Steve and Gwen Davis-Quick.  Sponsor 
for Jakkob is Dan Davis.    
 

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS  On June 24, 2018, 
Ty Buras, Steve and Gwen Davis-Quick and Jakkob 
Davis became members of Messiah.  We ask Godôs 
blessing on them as they join the congregation of 
Messiah Lutheran Church. 
 

90th ANNUAL PEACE LUTHERAN ICE CREAM 
SOCIAL ï Wednesday, July 11th, 13646           
Beaverdale Road, West Burlington.  Serving begins 
at 5:00 p.m.  Menu:  creamed chicken, Maidrites, 
salads, homemade pie.  Carry-out available:  phone 
319-392-4422 between 4pm-6pm to order.  Drive 
thru behind church to pick up. 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Due to length of reports only highlights are provided here.  Full 
reports and minutes of council meetings are available in the office and 
on the council bulletin board in the hallway. 
 

MOTION  To approve the following facility usage re-
quests as one item:  MSC 
  1)  Sunday, July 1, 2018 for baby shower in the  
        social hall. 
  2)  Friday, August 24, 9:00am-9:00pm and Saturday,  
       August 25, 9:00am-5:00pm for Hawkeye Heritage    
       Quilt Guild in the social hall. 
MOTION  To approved Ty Buras for membership.  
MSC 
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Youth NewsYouth News   

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ±ŀŎŀǝƻƴ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΗΗ 

²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ фл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǧŜƴŘΣ нл Ǿƻƭǳƴπ

ǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ о ǇŀƛŘ ǎǘŀũΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƛƴŜ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛƎƘǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ     

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ нфл ŦƻƻŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ǇŀƴǘǊȅΦ  

с ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ н 

ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

¸ƻǳǘƘ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ WǳƴŜ нтǘƘ-Wǳƭȅ 

нƴŘΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛπ

ǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ       

ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊƛƴƎ ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ         

ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ƛǎ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ мр ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ 

ŎŀƳǇ ŀǘ 9²![¦ Wǳƭȅ нфǘƘς!ǳƎǳǎǘ оǊŘΦ 

¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƳŀƛƭΥ 

/ŀƳǇ 9ǿŀƭǳ 

/ŀƳǇŜǊΥ LƴǎŜǊǘ ƴŀƳŜ 

отттс !ƭǇƘŀ !ǾŜ 

{ǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ tƻƛƴǘΣ L! рнлтс 

hǳǊ ŎŀƳǇŜǊǎ ŀǊŜΥ  IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ !ǊƴƻƭŘΣ      

WŀŎƻō 5ƛǧƴŜǊΣ .Ǌƛŀƴ bŜǿōŜǊǊȅΣ 9ƳƳŀ 

¢ŜǎǎŜƴΣ wƻǎǎ ±ŀƴŎƛƭΣ [ŀŎƘƭŀƴ YƛǊƪΣ bŜƴȅƻ 

[ƻǘŜƎŜƭǳŀƪƛΣ [ƛƭƭƛŀƴ .ŜƴȊΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ     

/ŀǊǊǳǘƘŜǊǎΣ !ŘŘƛŜ DŜǊǎǘΣ /ŀǊǘŜǊ IŜǎǘŜǊΣ 

YŀǘŜƭȅƴƴ bŜǿōŜǊǊȅΣ YƛƭŜȅ bŜǿōŜǊǊȅΣ 

Dŀōōȅ wǳǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ [ƻƳŀ [ƻǘŜƎŜƭǳŀƪƛΦ  

tŀƴŎŀƪŜ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ мрǘƘ 

фŀƳ-млŀƳ ϧ ŀƊŜǊ нƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ 

ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ мр ƪƛŘǎ ǘƻ ŎŀƳǇ 9²![¦Φ                   

¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŎŀƳǇ ƛǎ Ϸптф ŜŀŎƘΦ  



COLUMBARIUM TASK FORCE (minutes from April 11, 2018) 
Present: Jana Hayes, Don Shackleford, Susanne Smith 
Jana is working with Eickhof Columbaria to develop a second rendering for a curved columbarium, about 48ò 
high, which would fit in the curves between the baptistry and sidewalk on the east side of the courtyard.  The 
group has thought that a limestone capstone, sides and base would be attractive and subdued, and the 
endcaps could be either ñMessiah brickò or limestone.  Jana took more photos of the east courtyard to send 
to Eickhof.  Darwin Bunger has returned the file with a dozen church columbaria contracts in it.  He selected 
one that he thinks meets all the legal requirements, and has told the task force that he recommends using the 
Mt. Olivet Lutheran, Rochester, Minnesota contract as a template for the Messiah columbarium contract.  He 
will review and edit the draft the task force creates.  Tim Scott from Drain Tainer hopes to finish scoping and 
repairing the courtyard storm drains next week.  One of the drains opens into a small underground cavern.  
This is probably the rest of Jeremiah Smithôs old root cellar.  He also believes he could easily reroute a por-
tion of one storm drain if it impeded building the foundation of a columbarium.  Next meeting is Thursday, 
May 17, 3:30pm.  If Tim Scottôs work is complete by then, it might be possible to talk that day with Dave 
Rietz, the structural engineer from Ames. 
Jana Hayes, chair 
 

COLUMBARIUM TASK FORCE (minutes from May 10, 2018)   
Present:  Paul Walker, John Lundgren, Don Shackelford, Susanne Smith.  Jana Hayes wasnôt able to be at 
meeting.   
 

The group walked the proposed placement for a columbarium, between the baptistery and the sidewalk, in 
the southeast corner of the courtyard.  Drain Tainer has just finished clearing, marking and repairing all the 
storm drains in the courtyard, and the nearest drainsô paths are marked.  Tim Scott says the drain between 
the sidewalk and baptistery is 10ô deep in the ground, so it would not present a problem for a columbarium 
foundation.  Still, he advises against building on top of the drain, as the drain could someday need to be dug 
up and repaired.  So the foundation would probably be closer to the sidewalk than previously imagined.  We 
discussed possibilities for landscaping, hardscaping and benches for visitors.  Darwin Bunger has read 
through 8 columbarium contracts that we pulled from church websites.  He recommends using a 2016 con-
tract from Mt. Olive Lutheran in Rochester, Minnesota, as a template.  Darwin has offered to review and ad-
vise the task force on a final draft of a contract.  Discussed various aspects of a contract:  What about selling 
a niche back to the church?  Offer a percentage refund, not the whole price.  What about removing cre-
mains?  No refund, and the proper family members or family representative must sign off.  Who can be bur-
ied in the columbarium?  Mt. Olive contract states, ñInterment in the church columbarium is available to the 
churchôs current members and past members, and their immediate families (spouses, parents, grandparents, 
children, grandchildren and their spouses)?.  Recommend adding óand significant othersô.  Who at the church 
makes the decision in a ógreyô situation?  People who meet the above criteria would be automatically granted 
inclusion.  Others would be voted on by council, like Messiahôs non-member wedding policy.  Paul is working 
on a newsletter article to update the congregation.   
Next meeting, the group hopes to talk on the phone with Dave Rietz, from Rietz Consulting in Ames, Iowa.  
This is the engineering firm that designed the repairs to the entire building a few years ago.  Meeting times 
are changed to 3rd Thursday, 3:30 p.m.  
 

                                            Report from Messiah Landscapers 
The Messiah Landscapers have had a busy summer maintaining the planting areas throughout the 

property. The early hot dry spell in June kept the crew busy watering the newly planted trees and flowers.  
Several of the goals for 2018 have been reached or are a work in progress. 
¶ Construction of the new wall at the Bell Tower is scheduled to take place this summer. 
¶ Herbicide to control the broadleaf weeds in the grass has been spread. 
¶ Annual flowers have been planted to give constant color to the flower beds and to attract butterflies. 
¶ The Property Committee has contacted an arborist to trim the trees on the property as well as remove a 
declining maple on the playground. 

¶ Brick edging has been laid at the Butterfly Garden and the new bed north of the Shelter House. 
¶ A Dawn Redwood has been planted on the Southwest corner of the property and three Bristlecone Pines 
on the Southeast side of the parking lot. 

¶ Accent boulders have been added to the planting beds. 
Projects remaining for 2018 include planting the new bed North of the Shelter House and taking care of the 
trees and flowers on the property.  The Landscape crew meets each Tuesday from 9:00 to around 11:00. 
More volunteers are always welcome to join us.  Monetary donations are also welcome.  
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From the Pastorõs desk 

    Messiah Lutheran Preschool News  

{I!tLbD C¦¢¦w9{ ¢Iwh¦DI C!L¢I .!{95 95¦/!¢Lhb    
                3, 4, & 5 -Year -old Sessions      
Greetings from the Childrenôs Wing of the church.  We are now on summer break and will 
begin anew in August.  If you would like a registration form or want information about next 

yearôs sessions, please call the Director or leave a message at 754-7591 ext. 2.  We have additional infor-
mation online at our church website of http://www.messiahburlington.org/.  You may also use our email ad-
dress:  msmargie.messiahpreschool@gmail.com. for any questions you may have.  If you wish to help a child 
by paying their tuition or help to support the preschool tuition fund, please get in touch with Ms Margie in the 
preschool office.  As a Messiah Lutheran Church member you are entitled to a discount 
on tuition.  As always, thank you for your  support of our preschool and itsô mission to 
Shape Futures through faith-based educa- tion.  Remember to playé..and to laugh, 
tooé.. READ to anyone that will listen.  Itôs always good medicine for the soul and means 
the world to your child!  Have an awesome summer making memories with your family. 
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Confirmation class for all in 2018-2019 
I teach a two year confirmation program at Messiah, Wednesday evenings, 7:30-8:30pm, from Mid-
September to early May.  Last year was a Bible year.  This coming year we will focus on the teaching and 
practice of the church:  the Ten Commandments, the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the church year and 
its celebrations, and the life and practice of the ELCA.   
 

Most years, we have a number of middle school students in the class, along with their adult family members, 
sponsors and mentors.  Confirmation has never been 'dumbed down' for young adults.  We study and debate 
important matters of the church and of our souls.  My expectation is always that young people will continue to 
discuss class material with the adults in their lives.  Fall, 2018, however, I may not have any young students, 
so I want to plan confirmation classes primarily for adults.   
 

Are you new to Messiah, or new to the ELCA?  Are you new-ish, or just interested in examining and deepen-
ing your understanding of your Christianity?  Do you want to improve your ability to share your faith with oth-
ers?  Maybe you've never been publicly confirmed in your faith, and would like to be!  Please come talk to me 
about participating in confirmation class--you may even want to stay for a second year and be confirmed in 
the fall of 2020! 
 
 

In our present culture of mistrust and miscommunication, I have to ask ówhom can I trust?ô  My understanding 
of trustworthy news begins with my faith in scripture, and my commitment to the study and relationship with 
the Word.  I pray that every member of a Christian community make the love of scripture their foundation for 
understanding what is órealô.  Psalm 119 says, ñIn the way of your testimonies I delight as in all riches. I will 
meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways.  I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your 
word.ò   
 

What news do I trust? I trust the basic doctrines of our faith, the Creed, the Lordôs Prayer and the Ten Com-
mandments, and Lutherôs explanations of them, and I trust my theological formation in the Lutheran faith.  I 
trust the news that comes from the ELCA and other church leaders.  I trust Charity Navigator.  I trust most of 
what I see in Politifact because Politifact can say ñPants on Fireò to politicians of every stripe.  I tend to trust 
what I read in newspapers, when stories line up with the basic facts of two or three other newspapers.  I tend 
to mistrust opinions and news from forwarded and group emails.  And I heartily mistrust political commentary 
on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, since they can publish commentary from folks who sincerely believe they 
are voicing deeply held convictions, but who donôt necessarily research or fact-check their material apart from 
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube themselves.  As a pastor, I pray that we of the church are careful about dis-
tinguishing mature opinions, well-grounded information, and truth spoken and written in love, from impulsive 
or inflamed rhetoric which leads its participants to feel engaged in the political conversation without actually 
becoming engaged at depth, intellectually, morally and ethically.  I trust that we of the church pray for 
eachother, and speak to, and support, the best in eachother.  This is Jesus at work in us and in His church.              
 

Pastor Susanne+ 

http://www.messiahburlington.org/
mailto:msmargie.messiahpreschool@gmail.com

