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Is Heaven for Real?

By Carf Haus

It alwavs interesting o hear what the pope has to
say on any given subject. This is partcularly true when
the ropic is heaven, since so many of us hope 0 go
there someday,

In ease you haven't heard, the pope made some
inreresting comments abour heaven in recent months,
Avcording to the July 24, 1999, issue of Dhedl Mad Pope
John Paul 1 says that heaven is nor “a physical place
armong the clou s’ Rarher, it's a “living and personal
redationship with the Hely l"zmlt_t-.

Apparently the pope makes a similar view of hell,
for he alse redd a Vatican audience thar “rather chan a
place, hell indicates the stare of those who
frecly and delimitely separate themselves
{ram God.”

According v the Januare 31, 2000, is-
sue of L5 News and Wordd Repors, the ma-
jority of Americans would agree with the
pexpe on these issues.

“Hell Harh Mo Funy” trumpeted the
headline of the lead article, which went on
tor say that fire and brimseone are out of
fashinn, for modern thinking says, “the
necherworld 50’ o hot after all”

Wost people now believe that hell is
more of a Vdeep funk than a pir of fire]” writes |effery
L. sheler, “SWhile the tradinonal infernal imagery still at
rracts 4 following, modern visions of crernal perditon
as a particulatly unpleasant solitary confinement are Le-
ginning to emerge, sugeesting thar hell may noe be so
Hot after all.”

some theologians quotcd in che article called hell
“eartnomisty g “hlemish o be covered ap by the cos-
rrcete of divine lose™ and “abour as ]"':}]iﬂl:_‘fl“}' INEOrrect
a concept a5 one can And”” A survey cited inrhe arcicle
said rhat only 34% of Americans now belicve that hell 15
a renl place where people suffer cternal fiery mrments,
This s in comparison to $8% just rvo vears ago. o the
wards of one schalar, “Omnece we discovered we could
ereate hell oo carth, it became silly to tall alwoar it o o

£

lireral sense”

Unforunately, these widespread beliefs abour
heaven and hell reflece @ broad wend by much of the
Christian world to mysufy more and more of the Bible,

The idea that
there is a
heaven to win
and a hell to

shun does
have
motivational
power.

eoof creative theologs and
“aclvanced interpretadons.” thar we as Christans may
still rake the Word of God simply, as a little child? 1= 1)
really too much o believe exacey whar e savs, ust as
He says it? Aren't there many Bible passages that ad-
monish us simply o believe?

Could v be that in chis ag

A MYSTICAL EXPERIENCI

PL‘!’E’]'[EP—C the sreatest dangeg in making heaven and/
ot hell into mystcal places is that somehow, in that pro
cess, our e Chiviatian L\pr_m*?%r_a mJLi Lrecoime “rmys-
eal™ or nonsubstntve ds well, The ]df"'l thar there 15 4
heaven towin and a hell 16 shun does have
motivatonal power, And, while fear of
punishment or expectation of bliss should
not be our prime mativadons as Christians,
the Fblieal foundadions for these behefs arc
very literal, .

My Bibie SELﬂlgk of a heavenly citv with
walls of jasper) strects of E_‘J'r}sd, a sparkling
Hver, 4 tree of life and tihn_mr. o Caced, T
alsn describes a #lake of fire” (Rev, 19:20,
NI, which ean only be lireral, for it re-
sults in the death of the wicked.

As hLun.m'S'iT;fll'n havce only laid eves on
fhis |1|1bl'|lu_d ald world, o ;ag hard for us to imigine 4
“hegven,” b chat docsn’t maalee it any less real, becaase
the Bible s [n the words b the old song,
“God said it [ believe i, and thar *\Ltﬂgh it for me.”

o v real,

A MYSTICAL CHINAR
Although Pve iraveled a fair amopint in my life-
time, Pve never heen to Heqmgf Chinp. They rell me
it's a very large city, and | helieve it—thouph ve never
Leen Ihr.':rvf' They tell me the streets :xjt_ Lustling with
people—and 1 bva:lwv&*lhﬂt Iﬁﬂ—th(}ugh Thee never
heen there, [{-ht%ﬁ%'ﬁm;hcru 5 4 unigue oriental tul-
ture in 13 ms[ B&m‘ve that oo, though Pve
= I
et ?ﬁ;&a\{,n Cur | ot has told o s
: Eﬁ—;ﬁﬂuﬂ and happy. That there’s
: ﬁfai:,a]:a@ waiting there for you and
i md’fiﬁfx:ﬁ;gh Tve never beﬁn ,th{.rr.':,
ow about vou? E

Hl‘llli‘ ]?IIIL‘S
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It will be worth it all when we see Jesus,

Life's trials will seem so small when we see Chrisf;
One glimpse of His dear face all sorrow will erase,

So bravely run the race fill we see Christ.
—Esther Kerr Rusthoi

Percent of Amcericans who
say they believe in heaven: 90%
Percent of Americans whis
gav they Leliewe 10 hell;  51-
Te—William R, Matox, Jr.,
Piedi Dererver Al Mack R.'?.S;F.h"'r,"." A

]

“eave s for sinners whis
want to spend eternity with God,
while hell is for sinnets who
Want Lo spa‘mﬂ eternity apart
from God.—[ésty Walls, Hel
The Logic of Dabagtion [(in
Matiox) NGalr,

“Whoever heats my word
and believes him who sent me
has eternal life and will not be
condemned; he has crossed over
from death o Iil"e.”—-]@gus_,\_& s1:1
John 5:24 (INTV) g

“lv so many people heaven
is o last resort. And as resorts
o, heaven isn’t a bad place.”"—

[Keith Grav, Advesiind Revsew

“ g a new heaven and a
new earch, for the first heaven
ane the frst earth had passed
away, and there was no longer
any sea, | saw the Holy City, the

: Lﬁfr the Lﬁ:[@p--_‘_"vj 11"]](:-’&1,_‘;

#

new |erusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, pre
pared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband, And 1
heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, Now the dwell-
ing of God is with men, and He
will live with them. They wall
he His people, and God Himselt
Lwill be with them and be theie
Yod. el wipe every tear
from theitieyes. There will be
o mu_:;im_"gd_r;_‘ﬁg'th or Mﬁ_g_r:ni'ug

Cryi

sod and
_ the city,
and His servantsowill serve him.
‘E'};'c';;,-'i will sﬁgz;.ﬂ-is Face, and His
name will be on their fore-
heads, There will be no more

curse, T

night. They will not need the
light of a lamp or the light of
the sun, for the Lord God will
sive them light, And they will
reign for ever and ever”—
John, in Revelagon 21:1-4 andl
22:3.5 NIV

“No one ever goes Lo heaven
deservingly " —C, 5, Lewis (in
Matbo)

There 1s singing up in heaven

such as we have never known,

Where the angels sing the
praises of the Lamb upon the
throng;

Their sweer harps are ever
fune el and their voices always
-:;|L:'J.1'1

() that woe might be more
like them while we serve the
Master herel

Holy, holy, is what the angels
SLO,

And | expect to help them
make the courts of heaven ring;

But when [ sing redemption’s

story, they

d their wings,

ver felt the jovs
sation brings.—
Oatman, |r.

S The earth was originally

“created to be the home of man,
‘and when sin has forever been

banished, it will fulfill ics origi-
nal purpose. For a while evil has
reigned and Satan has had con
trol.  But it shall not ever be
thus, (God will make all things
new, When that is done man will
arain have dominion, and the
carth will blossom as the
rose.”—NM.

Pigeh o Jerws, 504

.. Andreasen, The

“10 vou pain heaven, vou
Galn Filen
White, Testimanies for the Clurch,
pof 2,80

everything”™
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By Judy Benjamin

ave wou cver reached a point in
vour life where vour future seemed
ruineed throush one or more poor
decisionse 1 have,

Wy saga began with an atiractive job of-
Fer 1 Wovorming G horse lover's dream). | was
living in lowea at the me, bar this new op

portanicy sounded too good mrefuse, Bo
guit my “high-paying” job (31163 per howr
wer w prety good wage n 1983 Then ]
meved out of my apartment and wrapped
things np by selling maost of my tornihare,
Unforiunately, that's when ooy Whyoming ioh
suddenly fell through,

This el me with onlv one aprien: a SNew
Hampshire jols my brother bad offered me
theee months before,

“There’s wo may | want 1o live ghere”” had
been iy reacoon. Yet, there Dwas—buarely
davs Tarer—staring out the window of a plane
as it landed in Boston.

Meeodless o say, | owas devastated, Fresh

el the farme, 1 had never sven been inoa g

city before, With its bumpes-ro-bumper lral-
fie, shy=crapers, buses and masses of people,
niy new home was a Far cry from either the
Farme or Weoming, Life in the city made me
clavstrophobic, and 1 hated 1.

“What have 1 doner™ 1 asked as T sank
deeper and deeper o depression. el [ had
ruined my life, and 1 didn’t smile Tor months,

Hour 'Fmes

ACTURNING POINT

Omne day while walking down the stree,
I sesrvehons fell drwn dnto o store. The words
on the sign, which read oy L, reminded
me of the farm in lowa. Stepping inside, |
was surprised to sec a familiar face by the
counter. A Fricnd of my Trorher was having
o convetsation with the store owmer: How-
ever, it wast't e was thore soomuch as et
was said that stopped me cold.

“Do you know what heaven will be
liker™ 1 heard  the
storenwnet ask, Then she
answered het own gues-
non, expluining thar chere
wionbdn’t be oany sultering,
stress, depression or worty in heaven, "o
mever intended us o lve lke this” she sad,

I could hardly beliove my ears!

Whar can she means” | trose inomy
tracks, monrch open inastomshment,

“Is there really mote to life than thiss™ |
wondered:

Ulp uniil rhis fime, my coneep of heaven
had actually seemed pretey boting, Somchons
the ulea of people dressed in white rohies,
sitting on clouds with their feet banging over
the side amd playing a harp for thousands o
vears never appealed o me

| thowgrht 1 owould rather keep on with
iy weay of life, having as much fun as 1 couald,



Bt someliow, even after [ thoughe |
had enjoved a good tme, ©always
ended np fecling more empty than
Letore, And so, each might | owould
think of something “worse’ or dif-
Ferent to do—rrving to fll the v
1 oy ik

As o child, Thad been told thal
Samen Clans, rooth Tairies and the Pas-
ter Bunny really existed. Since they
et all turned ous so be mvths, Twon

#
From the cradle to the grave,
| had come to expect that

life would be filled with
heartaches and fears.

#

dered why heaven sheuld b any dif-
ferent, | didr’e st o ger my hopes
up abwail i, anyeeay,

Being very impressed by the con
versnton 1 overheard sbour heaven,
| ralled 1o the people ar Country Life
alrour 1t A lady there gove me
Bible, and 1 ook it home, Then, [
cause 1 didt ko what my brother
would think, 1 locked myself inoa
roomm o redd i

L was 23 years old ar the nme,
bt this was only the second time i
my Jife L bad ever opened a Bible
The first dme had been when |
opencd my maothess large family
Bible one day as a girl. Siting down
oo Bloe couch, 1T otaeneed o the
first page and read the story of Cro

atiodn, Sorry o sav, | tead only that
one page. Then | closed the Book
and put it back on the shelf. B
somehow, this time was different. In
the back, were Bible studics, fasci
nated by the tapic of heaven, [ just
couldn’t read fast encugh. My cves
fell first on John 14:1-5:

Vet ma your heart fre trondivd; you
v 1 Ui, Dedbere adiv i Me, In oy

ol

Fiathor’s fonae ave meaiy swensioos; i 3
were b s, 1 owoadd 4
e o fdwee o

frshare @ i |

e fode pos T o
vt AAnad i 1o and
r ot |l o apadi

i veceine o b Mysedl, #hat whery §ass,
dhere yos sy fe el

“Could this really be sor™ |
wondered. Then 1 saw again where
the Bible said, 100 were not s
would have told you” 50 1 con-
pinued o read. One of the nexe

6

e 1 found was Revelation 210, 2
el Coonad ehadd pee aive

Voeng e

froa Mhee epes Hhore vhald b po mors

deach, war sarvew, gar crying, ere
B e wpore paws, fbr M fovsses fengs
B frapsped e, Then He pba dod ww

che thipae vaid Pebodd | make alf ihings

seis ' _And He raid o are, Write, far

s .'.n'-'n!.-'-"n':'l.f S i _-'rn;n''.".."'-'i""_-'la;'-'a"-_I:I

Upon reading these words, my
eves swelled wath tears, and oy heart
began o il with Tiope,

“(Can thiz rcally be
rruer” 1 oasked mesell
again, Then, “Ch, Godl
Pease ler i be e

I starred to weonder if
mayhe, Just mavibie, |
someday smile

triails,

miigril
AEEIN—EVEN COjOY Y lite, That |
might break out of rthis heavy de-
pression, mayhe even have a reason
tor Hve, Llpounl that moment, [ hadl
womdered wherher the sun would
ever shine throngh my clouds of
despair, And [ couldn’ imagine a
place with no tears. From the cradle
o the grave, | had come o espec
chat life would be filled with trials,
beartaches ancd rears.

But [ found nrher wonderful
verses that might, verses of comfort
anel hope, such as:

Resclation 21:1, 2 NIV

N | ene e e begven and d
gep parid, for i

ROTE i R

st vari bad pariied amway, Ao Hrere

i an aeere sea. Dier L _;'g_.{u.:, L

oo, o

e ;'_l_r_l.."J. i-'ﬂ:.:'_l-'| e i
dowp wid af heaven from Eoadts

prepared an g Geids adersed Jor bev
Seesfennd,

Rovalation Z1:10-18; 21-27
I

Asd fe earvied wie pway e the
Spirst o a greal and bigh meanlei,
cnd shawed we the gread cify, M liody
Jeranadem, descemding end ol beaven
from Cud, having the plors of Gad,
Her fiaks oo wEGEE feeciad
riate, fike a gasher staite, tlear ar rys

tad Afva shé fad @ gread and Digh

el

wadl el Bwelve pater, aind
gedi al i
an dhea, bl ave fhe wamed of
welve triter of ihe childven of Livasd:

phive geter on M east, Hivee galed ox

o pates, and sames T

ihe parih, thes sates o the souih, and
hiree gater o e st Neow e watl

f_:_-"' Hop berny Bt .-'}f«-.".'r.'-'.:'__,. aredations, wud
g them were the wamer of the tielve
apaitier af the Lawb, And
Falbed il
searire the ciby, e gates, and il

i & _,:'_. i

PR A T S
arp fadog gede veed B

watd The fi dudd and oar g Ygwar

B0 demedh éi as preal @i Hr breadih.
Awd o seassered the cify with dhe recd?

] i I 3 ey s f
fedve Mhossand farfonpr, Tin dengid,

Frieateld

ha appangred 3t walls wee

feiodi are eguad. Theat

il ved and

Jurdysfear cniids, aecording fo e s

sire ol @ man, that dioof an engel
Th consteaction of i wall

fewy i the GERY e ity g

s o
Fde

i

-
af aune peari. And e siveel of Hhe
cidy was pure godd, fike franiparen
glass, Bat T raip na fewple in it for
the Leord God Afwighiy awd the

I oemiie sive din temipde, The iy bad we

weced 5§ the sun wr of i moon f9 shive

dapy ol Clod dinaiai

it Vhe Lamp do ife fabe. And the

in i, far

watianr of thare whe are dased siald
wadd du i Bl e dhve Eingn el Hee
rtl bring their glary and degar it
it den pades phall gad be rhat al all by
duy [there shatl be wo aiafi dhere)
Awd they shail frring the giory ang
the famar of fhe wationr pute il Bt
Shere rhald fyono seeess snder fb any-

fhima Hhai defifes, or venrar ait abemis

el ny o £ Lk f-'.l'.":-'l}' fhary vy
DR Dttt Beok wf Life
“Cenld this all be ruer™ 1 won-

P oin i

dered, [ had grown up in o family
ot ren children who worked hard
from sunups dl sundesn o s farm
we nevier onned. 1 fel life was never
really fair, Thar some people were
horn e weealth, while orhers bad
po slave away” their whole life, Then
| s some whio, after years of plan
ning and finally building rheir own
home, were snatched away by an
carthonalee, famine or flood. And lite
juse didn’r make sense oome,

e are born into this
withour asking o be here]” | [zl
thonghe “Then, though (s never easy
wortk, wwe have o make the most of
it and enjoy what we can, cntl we

weearlel

gron okl and die.

“(an there really be a heaven like
this to look Forward ta2” T asked
mysell over and over again. Then the
words of John 14:2 kept coming

Hour Times



hack toomes S0 01 were nol so, ]
wronld Lave mald you”

Then | reacd o the eves of the
i wrenclil b H|'|-:_'I'-<.'I.! andl the cars
of the deal unstopped, The lame
deer, and the

would lean like a

romgue of the dumb would sing, Por
witers wonld break Torth inorhe wil-
derness, and ser o b
the desert,

There wonld e no more hos
pitals, for, as helpiul as they now are,
they will moe be needed chen, ™No
clinics, drue stores, denriscs,
mersues, funeral parlors, ambu
lances, wailing sirens or cemmeiaries

Ualses resed hovw Jesus receivedd
"|-::|1||.|||-.|‘:|-':-|:".' at His vesurrection, and
thit we will toe, He wis not some
sort of spirit or ghost—and we

SIS o

IT1ere

i

wan't b cither,

When Jesus rose from the dead,
He was |';_:-;_'r_1g'.11'm:-:| l:}-‘ s wesdee,
roarner, characteristics and physical
Featnres Wohich s also howe we il
recognize our loved ones in heaven.
Pxcitement and hope beggn (o |:||L|[-
iy beart as [ thought of my largs
and rather exrended Famiby

“Imeed to el thermn these things,”
| saicd to mvvsel B L kenew that because
rrey bad never been to chureh; they
dadi’t ko these things either, | was
very eager to share, vet still 1 read
s

Wty shall daedie feiies astdd e
badei thewy they sl plasd vineyards
Jr}JH] it wed

i v ir L

baid wid Lte g ST
A fn'-'n'ﬁ ;'.."'.l“'nf,-"-"-‘“'.' ?...-f."n').-'.'. FLEY i

gl pfsid and anedber saly feroar fhe

divi of o freeo o phall e fhe darr o

awd My eieer pbhail fomp

ward: of

wy peet s,

aafor ihe thetr bande. T

rhall nod laber i pain, mer bring fortd
ehiddren for frowdie; _f'r':f' fhep
the deicendanic of the biersed of i
LMY et afi ‘,."JH 251
Tt chald pome én Jreess et .'-r-'l.lrvh:.
cadd T adf auewery and wiife they are
widd Hear (lsa,

idaif fe

Ptid apeaking, o
(63:21-243,

Ve o advo shall dveld wich the
famdy, e feoperd shall e down with
fhe yamnp godd, Hie ol and fhe pasnsg
faw and fhe fadfing dogether: and 2
Fitde cfifd shadl feerd Hews
anid fhe Gear phadl grager Hhefv passy
wires shall fe dews fopeifior) and i
Fog rhall vt civan Nhe the wx T

Hour Times
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parriieg ehdld shald play By dhe o brak
Gode, and the weaned ol ihall pat
dip hand du the vid e e They
cderivay inoadl N fy dafy

gal dwrd mo
spontiiain, for M earih shadl b fuid
af the dawded T I’.f;'l'{.rJ i
ihe warers cover fe sea (lsa. 11097

Asmile crossed my face, and ]
dtond more of Cod’s
when T oread thae chere would actu-
allv e arimals in heaven, [ rouched
ey leart to ke thiat God wanes
t ive us prifts—ihe chings that make

nnders [rvve

us happy and bring us jos. Thue He
dielights ro give cood gifes o Tis
children, Fwven though there would
b horses, there would be no more
Falls, ne more runaaay horses or
Druises or scrapes,

I ostaved inomy
three or foar hours thae night, read

Lo For

i, stuclying and digescing the Word
of God, [ osoll dido't want my
Froarher to koo, howeser; For 1 owas
pasnee of howe be would react. Al
e of us, brothers and siseers, had
never discissed religion or God, and
rhought those whe did swere fanati
cal about i at times, and dido’t wani
anyone ever preaching tous So Lkept
that Bible hidden in my prse for the
pest several woeks,

[ aiso started stadying the Bible
with a Friend, and, through stdy and

||_'-:r

Heaven will be a place where
there is no more pdin, where
only joy is known, and where

everyone can gef along.
= — = _——=——

prayer, [ got to know who Jesus re
allw i and why He died on the cross.
Arel as 1 did, T realized rhat ir weas
fot e He seffered, and thar [ eun
e with Him——plus my family and
fricnde—rlorerer and inoa real heaven
someday, Heaven will be o place
where there is no moere pain, where
anle oy 15 known, and where every-
ore can ger along In heaven, my
rrotn conbed actuatly bave her dream
hiouse somedas She wouoldn’t have
to move again, or even work so
hard anymore,

11 heaven, families who lad
bieen ripped apart by dearh could

be reunited. They could be o

ihadl

Jesus,

gether forever, and even ger along
without hitterness or dispute,

[r b land, car companions will
not be the vile of the carth, There
will be oo liars, dolarers, impure o
|_|n':u:|iq:'-.'1|"-.§_- persons in hesven. In
stead, there will be those who have
overcome Satan and formed pertect
characters, Fvety imperfection that
althess rthem bese has been removed
through the blood of Christ. And
there, in heaven, we may all b wirh
cue Faule belore
throne—sharing the digniny and privi-

the preal whiie

leges af the angels.

A Lo to knowe Jesas horer, |
realized thar the best part ol heaven
s being with Him, and thar withoo
Chrse, hegven wouldn't really be
hEnven.

[miagine, for i moment, fHacvou
could krock at the gare ol heaven
and an angel’s volce would saw,
“ome in—vou are weleome here,
and all the wenderful things you've
dreamed of are here. Except for
that 157

Think abour e wooled vou goind

“Judy,” the fricnd 1 studied the
Fibsle with, said, “1 you choose net
i b in heaven, there will be an
etapry spat in Gods heart forever”

What a thought! Whatever suf

have to codure an This
sarrhowill b omlby foea linde
while, Bur Ciod’s heart will
ache throughout eoernicy iF
weare not there,

Wohen [ heard abou
the glomes of heaven and
Fosuenel Jesus, it was as if g
cloud of gloom was Tifred
from my heart, He broughe 4 smile
Beecls fnte may L and gave me g hope

Fering we

ared o future,

Wy desire s that you also will
accepr the Lord Jesus as the Lord
of vour life Talke time to reacd aloud
[is love for vou, Get to know and
trust Him as a personal friend. For
somoday soon He is coming in the
clouds, We can knesy this, For SiF Qi
were nor oy [le would bave rold ws”
It is my praver that we will all be
there, and that none——no,
eme of ns—will be missing, g

nl Gven

FAN Biblie texts are quotesd Trom rhe

T [-.”_i||“_|;u'nq,-:: WErsI,
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g James Versidehfor answers,

Across

5 tudy to show thyself approved . . . rightly
dividing the word of truth. 2 Tim. 2:15.

[ Davic watched her bathe from his rool’

4|

(2 Samuel | 1:3-3)

4 “Let not the go down upon your wrath”

| Ephisians 4:26)

5. ¥ a man steals one sheep he muost replace it with

bxodus 22:1)
§ “lamihegood 7 (John M4}

0 The other namne of Belteshazear { Daniel 1:7)
1. Book thal precedes Revelaton

[, Diswributed the food during the famine in

Faypl{Genesis 4 1:55-50)
Original name of the promised Land { Exodus 6:4)

15, “Wise as and harmless as doves”
iddatthew 1016

1% He said “Thou shalt never wash my feet”

{lohn | 3:8) ]

2 Leda army reduced rom 32,000 1w 300
hefore fishling (Judges 7:3-7)
21 “Tam the and the life™ (John 11:25)

Down

{Revelation 20:1403
Cinla the storchouse”

I Lakeof fire and
2 “Bring ve all the
iMatachi 3:10)
Solomon asked God Tor wisdom and
(2 Chronicles 1 I0-11)
2 Where Goliath was struck by David's stone

i1 Samuel | 7449}
A Colorol Lsau's hair (Genesis 25:25)
Baby Jesus was in a manger because there wus no
roominthe i Luke 2:7)
1 Moses” mother [ Exodus 6200
11, Was swallowed by a great lish (lonah 1117}
12, God's people were 1o do no ~on the Sabbath

(Leviticus 23:2)
13, Banished becaused she relused to obey her

Tushand (Esther 1:149)
16, “The heavens declare the

(Psalm 19:1}

|7, Wrote the hook of Revelaton (Revelation 111)
19 Known for hiving a “tharn in the flesh”

(2 Corinthians 10:1: 1207)
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pmmer vacatiod had just begun, and

together with millions ol acher

Americans, the *Wisraided ™ Fomily had

planned for o linle B & R oon the sunny
Lbeaches of Florida, Their SUY, packed wath
ancrrleels and beach Balls and sorthoards, also
revwed o teailers loaded with jer skis, The
grandma, the neighbor kid and even the dog
weere o Bogred For the ride when the fully loaded
vehicle palled our of he didveway and e a
nearhy freewy,

“hpentwe headed north= chirped a cheery
tirle woice 0 the back seat as v Misguicaed
wickeved for a place o cratse on the crowded
turnpile.

“Look aur the windoa:s™ M, Misguided said
as he potnied o the lines of vebicles all sercam-
ing n rhe same divection as bis SUY. Many of
the men were shictless already, all the divers
ware surglasses and more thanea lew were o
ing: speedd boars, BV s, diee hikes o jet skis,

O see) the cheery listle voice cochoed alove
the humming engine again. “Bue the mering
st ds o eur mpht, which means we sre bea Lzl
rearth.”

S, here’s o sign that savs were headed
songri!” ]‘ri_l_‘l-:_'-;] anether volce Froms the back sear,

“Den't worry, honey,” Mrs, Mizgoided as-
sured her lietle deughrer. “Your daddy looked
at the map last night, He koows the way
Florida,”

“Your mather is absolutels ight]” M, Mis-
guided boomed i his deepest, maost authoriia-

Ifﬂﬂl‘ FI'I'IES

tive voice 1 ds know the wa” Acd 2o the
Famnile croised on, {or hours onend, heading
for =0 they thoughtl Tor che sunsy sourhern
shores of the Morange srate.” 1e was lare that
night when the Misguideds finally pullee e
their eachfron destinanion, but it was oo dark
Loy get a0 pocnd vies

Fhure hape v warms ujy $00we Can swim
romortens) | chirped the now less tharn-cheery
Little voice Trem the bock seac e oo siphed
Mr Bispuided, as his wife,
children, mocher and even
the deg all nodded noagree
ment. Bur ic didn't warmm up.
Tn Tact, the wearher wis i
doeenright frgd, Worse vet,
the mcrning light Brovghran
ey i and with b the s
alization that the “sandy beach” they had hoped
v fine wasn't eo sandy aftes all I face, ot s
a s of slippers reschis,

TTAIE FOIR A FANTY COLNCTT

Hearrilied, the Mizguideds finally realized
thar, wirth milliens of arber cravelers, thes had
mideed gone oorth, They had spent hours of
thetr vacation shne, muck of ther el money
anal all cheir motel money o reach @ Forlorn
ourpost an the upper teaches of the conrinent,
Their expected bliss had mened inio 2 night-
mare, ther vacation into o “living hell.”

If this story seems a hide far-ferched
v, plense read o, Por the Bible promises us



that exactly this scenario—millions
aned even Lillioas of ]1::.U|1.'.-.~: landing in
the wrong destananen—will happen al
times Aginst their own
wishes, in diveet contease 1o their

rhe end of

dreams and plans, even many wha

thought they were Tollowers of

Clhrist will wind vp not in heaven;
bt in helll

WCHRDS O AR TING

i rhe sobeting words of esus,
FWcle 15 che gote and b is rhi eoadd
thar feads 1o destruction, and mam
enrer throogh it But small & the gace
ane narress the road thar leads o Tife,
and only a few find i {Mart, 713-
14, NIV,

A pumber of relngees cxperi-
erced o dovemste of this decadful di-
lerrma daring World War T Dharing
that time the Maxis became tacher
adept at changing road signs, As a e

\

‘

sult, many tollowing the sipns toward
what they thought was peace and
safery were puided instead into traps—
a series of deadly ambushes set up in
remore arcas of the coansry,

Chr imagisary family o the story
above, the Misguideds, ended upin a
Larren wasteland by choosing to -
nore the signs and foliow the crowd.
In real life, the road signs can also be
confusing Like the Nazis, the devil is
rather adept at altering road signs. He
ces irom

wants the stream of refag
this world o look for peace and plea-
sure inoall the wrong places, wncil i s
too late ro turn and rechar: their
GO

A PRIMER Ox TIELL
C0F course, nobody hes 1o Pgo o
hell? %th the sure Wornd of God as
a puide and a [ull surrender o Him,
wie are Seapliing of our own clestng”
Flovwever, i we wonld avaid the sad
Fare thar the Bible ]1:".:{|i-:'.|:.‘: will heape-

P T S0 ANY, WE TUST Ko sonm-
thing aliour hell, 16 vou're trying
avoid o cerrain destination, it helps
vy wehar it s, where it is, how Lo oser
there and (most impormng how e
ror get there, Here then, for your help

10

anel encouragement, is a biblical primer
e thae most dreaded of all destins-
ricns—mhell.

WOHAT HELL 15

Avcording to the Bible, fire will
accomplish the Bl cracdication of sin,
destruction of the wiclked and cleans
ing of the carth, Jesus Himself pre
dicted a tme Swhen the Lood Jesus 1=
revealed From heaven with His mighry
angels, in laming e sking vengeance
o those who do aot kaosy Geod and
on those whi de not abey the gospel
af our Lenl Jesus Christ, These shall
he punished with everlasting deserue-
o From the presence el the Lol
and from rhe plory of His power,
when He eomes, in that Dav, o be
plorified in His saints and o be ad
mived among all those who believe™
(2 Thess, 177-10, NKJV),

The apostle John depicted che
saime rerrible seene when, at
the sccomd coming of
Chrise, “rhe kings of the
garth, the greal men, the
vich men, the commanders,
rhe mighre men, every slave el -
ery free man, hid themsclves o the
caves and inoche rocks of the moon
rains, and said roothe mountzing and
rocks, Pall on ue and hide vs Teom
ihe face of 1 Hm who sies on the throne
aml Trewmn he wrath of the Lamlb! Dor
thie great day ol Flis s sth has come,
and e i able to stand® 7 Rew el 5-
17, NKJV.

At this rime, the Iose leaders of
false religinn wall be “cast alive into
the Iike of fire burning with brimstone.
Andl the rest wers [will be| killed with
the wwerd which procecded from the
micath of Him e sat on the horse™
Mew. 1920, 21, NKJV)

CGods Woard reveals that the
wicked wall be rotally annihitied—rhey
shall be consurmed nte smoke.

Andd e desivsciion af Hhe Saiidivi-
qars and of the sianers chall be fopether,
and Moyt forsabke the TORD sbalf be

conrzared sa. 128,

Bt the miehed phailf perisly and the
sivemier o M LORLD shall Be ar el
o dawis they shadl coiisewey Siele wnkie
shall they coisnae sy Paalm 572,

Hell, ther, is the final punisiment
and destruerion of the wicked and sin
through fre at the cnd of time.

WHY HELL I's
In His grear fairness, God al
lowred Satan thousands of vears o
demonstrate onee and for all the b

rible effecrs of s, owever, i His
preat merey, God has alse promised
ren ot an end oo the pain and suffer-

g of s LM ocourse, as long as sin-
mers rernain, there s only one way 1o
divest this earth of =i the perpetra-
s of evil must hoth go, and be pun
ished, This 1 God's “srrange act)” Lor
He is a lover of life

The Bible speaks of a judgment
dlav wrhen Gl will mere our eicher
seweard of punishment o each of Tis
carchly childven: In vision, the apostle
Juhn “saw a grear white throne and

=

nor dearh.

the ane whe szt upon i from whose
Face the carch and sky Hed weay, b
they found no place 1o hide s the
dead, great and semall, standing helote
o and che Boolks were opened, in
cluding the Book of Life, And the
dead were judged according ro che
thingrs written in the Books, each ac-
cording to the decds he had done, The
cceans surrendered the bodies buried
i thems aned the earth and rthe nnder-
world gave up the dead in them. Fach
was Juilged acenrding 1o his decds, Aol
Dreach and Fell were chrown inwe the
Lake of Pire. This is the Sceond
Death——the Take of Fire, And if
anyome s mamne s ror found reconded
i rhe Book of Life, be was thrown
into the Lake of Firg®™ (Rew 20:11-
15, The Living Bible).

I the Hebrow saneiinty services,
fire was nsed many times for “clens-
i 5o i will be at the end of the
wrotld, When the fre is done, the sarth
will be cleansed of i, sinners, decay
ard dleach, Trowdll be hersible sad, no
dosabst, But it muse b done, aod i witl
be accomplished through the fires of
el

WOHES HELL T5

Although some popualar thealo-
pians reach that the wicked begin “siv-
xli:;lx" irt el rhee mermend I'ht}' die, the
Bible teaches that the dead, both good
and evil, are simply inoche praves—
awriling rhe resurrection and thelr juse
veventil, “Ndgreed wod wd i far M Sear
aff dhal e i dhe

i resitis, i Sl
st ahadd b Tlis sede, e hadl eese
Sontde Hhiy Mt S
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searrvciion af e and ihep il feree duse

deiaiiaiing

:'.l".l'."l. Huta A AN
|j|:]m R 2B, 290
CGiod's Word reveals thar the
wicked dend are not ealled fom thelr
VS vl the ol of the rmillenninm,
Fror a thousand vears the sainig Tuee
hecn el over rhi records of the
lesr, When every mind s Tolly settled
rhar God s jusc and did everyrhing
possible o save rhe sinners, then

fraii of
i

lever
Jesus will return with the Holy Oy,
resurtect the wicked hose and destroy
cviery sinner with the fames i3l hetl,
fhee Rew 2004-9; 21:1-3)

et e i o e v Sevd nod it

wnddd he i
215 N

e

et e friiided (Raw,

.".l Do faflediver Bl

| _r.-.-'(: A

(2 Peter 29,

WHERE HELL i5
A careful reading of the Bilde
passages above will show clearly thar
hell, oor the ke of fre” mkes place

!

on this earth, Neote that the wicked
are taiscd from their graves, which are
o this earthe And chiey cecrrindy don'
ancend anvwhere, for the Bible savs
thew are thrown in the “lake of fire”
Here is the elear Bible sequence: Ged
returne ter this earth at che end of the
thomsand vears and mises the wiched
dendd for |
reveard. The judgment, destruction of
the wicked by hellfive, and the final
destruction of death irsell, theo, all rake
place on this eaxth,

udgment and o meer their

FLOE TS0 HELL =

The Bilile tcaches clm‘. ': [ will
[ e el and that Crod will thoe-
aghly desrroy the evidence of sin.

Pofuied, oy rheetd b as stubble; Hw
Sfre ahll e heare ther shadl ol delier

theavredier fase e penwe of dhe feanees e

chadd ged e goeid B navse sl e fer
Bfere £ (Lan 7140,
P, wbonfed, thie slory comerds, Sl sded

H)lﬂ‘ 'Fmea

e ».'J anoapeny ad adll e Jr
f ot r.'l-'.l _.',i.',-',;,:.l.'é;,ﬂ'r.'l."::. .|'-'I.|r|'.":"I |'I.i|‘-’ rEE
i ".'r.".":l fhaf
: |l “H ] of Bgade, Fhar np shell
i, ./|.'.'."."_ It

r.w:." sl
i Y L R ‘.'r' H
L R R O R e

a) el | sk
of fieree (Mal, 41, 3).

Hm i w) of .-."lr .r and wgd core iy

Hhe et

ey

sl adn, n'.f.'r."-.-‘.'}r' s thabare Mhurdi
2 Parey 3100,
[onnerary o pnlu.ul:u' cipanien, the

Rilale docs nor reach that Bellfee sl

.|.'.l-' .'." |.-'{.‘ fagizies n'n' "."

e “everlasting.” According 1o
Cireenfield's Greek Wond Dherionary:
_ "L m-f-.-nm'ﬂ,q are relative terms
meaning a life” (“ee the
examples given in (_:l:_'ll. 44:32 Dreus.
13:17, 2 Kings 527
According o ||!<.' Bille,
wAll suifer the horrilde wrmens of
el ontil ches have paid jescly for all
the wickedness commitied during thelr
lifetime frarher than bein
eonsumed oo moment),
faee Macr, 13:38-42; 49
[ 2oG-44,
will be everlas

“a hfeonme.”

SIS

ke iAo

inaly de-
coroved, and the resales of
the comsuming Hres will be
forever and ever, Sin will
(ITRIRR EETER i

VORI WAL B ISR

[n the book of Revelaton, the
apastle [hn tells us thar “ouside the
city are thase who bave straved away
Froam Giod, aned the sorcerers and the
imroral and murderers and icelators,
and all wha lovve o lie, and doosa”
(Rewve 22:15, The Living Biblep In
orher words, those whao, for whateeer
peason, are Tar from God or love o
persist in sin.

Floms S 1o GET THERE
There s ono berter text ro answer
this question than |ohn 3:10:
For Crod oo doved 2l wordd 20 He
e Ul nady Bigadters Moy Phed whicioser

fediorerh o i, s ol pererd, bust S
sierigating e Do oo dend et His Now
Sitte Fhe apede fo comdeess Jie orfal fued
et e el thovaed M sinde be rated
(John 316, 175

Wi e wee understand, tealy un
derstand, this rexr, we will koo that
[esus has alrezdy been hell and
ek fowrus. That hell, in addiaon mo
betng burned by fire, is also the expe-
rence ol hetng all alone, ineeal dark-

ness il agons of soul, withour bope

[

andd etermally separated from G,
You see, hell s the second death ex-
perience that Jesus went through in
the Carden of Gethsemanc—when
He actually sweat grear drops ot
[lercacl,

Tannted b Saten and the wicked
angels, with the weight of the world’s
sins upon Him, bearing the msk of
Fatlors zrd betng erernally Last, Flis life
wens erushed out Thae's why He fell
o the ground, dying, in the Garden
of Giethsemane, 19 the angel Galbriel
had nar come o steengthen Hhim o
dlrinke the buteer cup, lesus seould oo
hawe hved o 4 I|11'UL1|!.'_|‘| the agonies
of Calvary,

A Jesus hung vpon the cruel

cross, naked and beaten neacly to
cheatl, He could nor see through che
portals of the romb, He lelt the il
ag i He were guiley of

every erime ever commitred by any

o every sin
sinner! Veeling alone and sirerly foe
His Heavenly Fa-
rher—He ered in agony, My God!
Sy God! Why have Yoo Fosrsaken
Sled™ iMark 155340 The physical pain
of the cross was cntirely secondary
ter the utter agony of soul He was ex-
pesencing The thought of Being eles
nallv separated from His
crushed our s life—He died of a
Lraken heart!

saken—ueven by

Iacher

es, Jesus wenr through the sec-

onel deachs or the expericnee of hell,
ot o and me, for there was no
ather wav that vou and | oould be
A rodday He stands af the
Il k o

door of vour heare and knocks, of

saved,

Fering you His Word as a sure “road
map’ oo oo ife, He wants o
speak to vou chrough prayver, o

throw His arm arcund your shoul-
ders ane guide vau salely through
this journey of Tife. And He wants
tov see you safe al lase living eter-
nally in @ literal heaven, eating lic
eral food and spending tme with
your liceral Friends. Wion't yon make
anid

A commitment o Jesus

heaven—ioday? E

1
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By Vicki B. Griffin, Ph.D., MACN, Author, lecturer. Researcher

SLEEPTER THAN EVER!

Armericans are setforing From davtime sleepiness so
pervasive thar it interferes with theie daily activities, o
cording 1o experts at the Navenal Sleep Poundation. T
cowiling 10 their surveys, 40 of adulis say that they arc
s sleepy during the day that it interferes wath their claily
activities. Lot example, drowsy driving causes TUULDOG
crashes in the US each vear, Sisty percent of children
ancler the ape of TH complin of beiag ored during the
das, with 13% falling asleep ac school oo regular basis A
full 6254 of Americans experience problems falling asleep
several nights a week, witl smokers and aleobol users
experiencing the highest frequency ol sleep-relared
problems.

SLEEP—THE LAST THING ON THE LIST?

15 getting to bed on tdme on our list of important
things o do ench daye “Burning the mdmght oil™ may
be hurmng you oul—in more wavs than onel Michae!
Trwin, a psyehiatrist at cthe San Diego Veterans Artairs
“edical Cenrer, and his team, studicd 23 healchy men,
age 22 o 0, who spent 4 nights ana slec) laberatesry, It
weas found thar even modest levels of sleep deprivation
resulted inoa 30 percent drop o mumune fonction, Re-
turning o normal sleep parterns restored mm urities, Lol
made the beasts to go out after dark—aor peoplel “Thou
makest darkoess, and it is night: wherein all the beases of

ists say o regular dose of

lifestyle physical activity”, like brisk
walking or raking leaves, con im-
prove health as much as agonizing
gut-busting gym workouts and may
be enough to reduce heart disease
risk, improv pressure and
control weight and moods. JAMA
1999 Jan.

12

the forest do creep torth” Ps 104:20,

EARLY TO BED, EARLY TO RISE....
ls it true that eady-ro-bed, carly-to-rise, males 4 pet-
son healthy, wealthy, and wasez Even though this saying is
o i che Bible, there 5 a similar trath laid out by our
Creator: #The sun ariseth, o . Man goeth forth unto his
work and 1o bis labour until the eﬂ,'el'gii:i;s_i.’:"F’k;_ﬂfﬂﬂ-‘.&.?ii.

Yeience confirms this Ri1npli::tm§h"r13?‘,5-Tﬁ?jm:§15:w&ii:;'1‘?{:ﬁﬁf :

ot the clinical psychobiology branch of the National Lasti-

rure of Mental Health, is condueting some intetesring soud-

e to see wether people whe follow ¢ _\-“::skrl,i.'—t,ﬁj—'hliﬂ, early-

tor-rise’” maxin arc actually gaining healdh benefits, So far,

his studies have shown that sid&}ﬁﬁiéfin}’ﬁ:":dﬁé.kfiii'—t’iafis}n”
pactern as opposed to lare bedtime and late rsing actually
causes an increase in the brains production of melatonin,
Melaronin is a hormone produced in the Ei_r:cpf_gi%{gd‘iha;

is implicated in the regulation of -?s;i%(;p,:-mﬂpﬂ pubetty and

ovarian cycles. Melatonin insufficiency may be involved in
such disorders as chronic fatigue, insomnia and jer lag,
lethargy and fatigie in night workers, depression and cven
suicide - 3 ik
2 e : 2 = SR :
YOUR INSTRUCTIONS ARE SEALED

Wee read in the book of Job: “When deep sleep filleth
upon men, in slamberings upon the bed: then He openeth
the ears of men, and sealeth their instructions” job 33015
16. Tt i in deep sleep, during the howrs before midnight,
that information learned dusing the day is tansferred
from the hippocampus area of the brain {shori-rerm
memory baak), io the permanent storage area of the nea-
cortex. Research suggests that deep, uninterrupted sleep
i« when the majority of memory storage takes place in
the brain. In 4 study published in Seiesce, researchers re-
ported that deep sleep is critically important 1o the leamn-
ing process, and that people tend to absorh knowledpe
about new skills while sleeping. In the words of the e
searchers, “Wie wid orthers have found that an imprave
ment in perceprual performance pecurs neither during or
immediately after practice of a procedure, but rather eighr
to 10 hours after a training session has ended.”

SLEEPY TIME IS NOT WASTED TIME

Many people aot only 2o to bed late but they also get
up early, catching naps in order 1o “keep going”™ Bur ac-
cording to some researchers, fragmented sleep may be
worse than a bout of no sleep at all, in terms of motor
skills, mood and cognitive ability. According cooa 1990
National Commission for Sleep Disorders Research re-

Hour Times
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pott, Americans onoaverage get 200 less sleep than thelr
counterparts did a century ago. The different nhases ol

sleep that occur during the night restore the relationshap

Lerween the nervous sestem and maoscles, glands, immane
ng, as well as maintaining learning,

anel ocher Body sester
reasoning and cmotional balance.

REMEMBER THE FABULOUS FOUR

Donlteheat vourself out of sleep. There are four
essentials o e 1I’ll‘]ll¢1hiﬂgi good sleep habis.
rHHt gquantins The average person needs
cipht to nine hours of sleep daily, This is es-
sentinl for proper immune function, tissue
repair, nervous systemand hormone balance,
r l1lmljf_n and teenagers need more. Second,
coulatite. Having a set bedtime and rising
CIATE s v:-:,]l a8 set times ia;:-r t;'.u:mé, ereTrise,
study and work, belps vour body to ::-tt1hilah

repular bio-rhy thms, which reduce cancer risk
and norm lize hn;:n‘u:{mﬁ mctaboli uél *T’ﬁ’fr‘dg Tlmln :
Lmntmn:,:l,]: e, an Lflrf].r “to-bed pattern of ﬂnﬁgpibg

enhanees lear fﬂg_,, “mood, overall health and childhood
development. Fourrh, quality, Bver sleep a long time
and wake up trede There are a number of factors that

caninrerferewith I:.]uﬂ].:lT'l.- ﬁit.r;:p Hating lare, sugary forals,

ack of regular exercise, smoking and the use of

caffeinated beverages or deugs can seriously impair the
quﬂllh of sleep. Certain presceiption Qrugﬁé. including
sleeping pills and anti- Jq'pcmgfmr-i Can callhe sleep prob-
lerns, Also stress, television, harsh music .mn;] brighe lighes
at night can work (o reset T’hr_ badys inner r'1r:.n:|\ to Lates

night wakefulness and diminish qunkt‘u sleep Anger and

LJlJT can desirov peaceiul sleep, Someone pnce said, A

w,‘u conscienes lnﬂkt.{; _wtr pillow:” Hanging 1.':1111.0

Ingredients:

| 142 Ibs Pasta fiour choice), cooked

2 0 Chispped, fresh spinach; in A pan
CIR 6 0z, frozen, chopped spinach

3¢ Conked j_’m‘hmlﬂr Leans

I Ch Tomano sauce

| 172 s Tomatoes, canned, chopped

5 rarlic c]i]}*u.f{

minies;

=hppves |2

“A clear
conscience
makes a
soft
pillow.”

i sleep, |

"Hmer warlie inca littde 'L'nll[*l‘ Tor &

= Add ALL ingredients (except pu-l:th
*Simmer for aprosimately | hour.
=BV VT [HISLL

= Top with nutritional yeast Makes.
“Tantes even betler thie next iy

Serving Suggestions:

erudpes and anger tobs us of inner peace, which is es
sennal o sound sleep. Perhaps thac is why the Bible
tells us nor to let che sun go down on oot wrath, bue as far

]

b al peace among vourselves,” | Thess, 503

as possible, ™
TUT SLEEP ON YOUR LIST OF PRIORITTIES

Your Crearor and Savior understands your need of
sleep, andd He will heldp von plan ic mto vour lifesrele, Tn
this troublod and perplesing world, our Savior is inter-
cated oo sleep habits: YT s v for you o
sicup late, .o He givech | lis beloved sleep Ps,
272, Tt was [esus who, pressed with cores and
an urgent mission, reld his seary disciples,
“Come ve voursehaes apartoand rest awhile”
Sark G310 Jesns invices all of vs whooare weary
of sin o come too Him e vest Trom oure sinful
wiys, He wanes us 1o Findd spiritual res freum
our heavy buareden of s, |1['1']'r"-:':\il'c artd sor-
o He 1|-n irveites us 1o plan refreshing pe-

Cstating iy k{‘ll rost it o Hives—and wath Flis "1-:_J 1, W

can achicve both essentinls—spiritmal and physical restl, Z

; Referenc:
Lo Wyl il |E._ Ly || |'|l| ol hipracampal ereemb e monores
P T hA T A,
wen pecoces mouen] kv ler eell aesvay in
LI '

Yo

SO LTS ol 5

I lwiman vin

h ek |l. ligthi,
el Thrtenlel 112 \ Lo s
l.'(:ll'l‘..'!."u.llil suenal e Eien '.h|'l-.::’ii'|'|l.':.. 0y TR E

U Nanong ] Sleop Poanciion Socecy, Spring, T8,

i

LI;','Ln’
%

RUEH I R

[iwy:

C&Jjujll froe ‘{-‘-‘mu‘uul — Y

Vepan ol |'|t: sk szl ilizseyle

AT Ot il (oprionat

122 T Bralian Seasoning

[ 24T Basil

| tsp Wem salt or regulbae sall oo asoe

Directions:
herind or crush all garlic:

Hour fimes

Lo nice chinge, teplace spinach wirh
mieching slices:

slostend of using pasta, put i aves French
rolls. Just cut the ralls leapthaisn and seoop
et ‘-I:‘||_T|L, af rhe brcad i fll i with thi
redipe. Thes, Lop it with seeiticl yeast
Fakes Tl abeur GO IO

Fessonroe Bl
Finally, o eonskbesol feauring,

pecipes vhal st poced sl ave grond
fir vl Alore than 300 pages of
serumpnes, mouthewanering

| ereations et ara narrcons,
chiolesternl free ana easy fev vl
Crrdler youres foday.  Cnly 51995

1-800-423-1319
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By Kay Collins

wrned on the Cable Mews Networl:
‘a5 the memorial service was in
progress in Littleton, Colorado. Our
entire nation and  many  abroad
empathized in the grief of the Columbine
High Scheol tragedy. Several of the speakers,
addressing the thousands attending rhe
memonal service, endesvored to allay some
of the griel by picturing the hrave teacher
ard stedents who had heen killed as now
Being in the courts of heaven.

1 especially remember the waords of one
incliwidual: “T firmly helieve,” he said, recount-
ing the scene in the libmr'; where one young
girl died for avowing ber Faith in Jesas, “al
the moment ol death, she was ||'|11u-.dﬂttl1r'
ralkien into the pros
eoce of God.”

Another
dent, whe had been
greatly blessed by
the spirtual influence
oof the same teenage

slL-

her friend was now an angel and would be
wilching over her, Many ol the other stu-
doents, pastors, priests and political leaders
cxpressed similar views.

A few weeks larer rragedy struck when
several firemen lost their lves, During the
memorial service for these brave heroes, the
aricving children were 1od that when they

airl, said she knew

were involved in sports, their fathers would
bie there to cheer them on—thar their fathers,
though not visible, would also, be sranding
prcmdh by to see their achievements. When-
ever they were lonely, or in rrouble, the chil-
dren were told just 1o malls to their firhers—
for they would be there to cominsel or comion
rherm,

Indeed, several television programs (such
a5 Tosched by am Alnped and Haghway o Heaven)
portray ind fividuals who have died, gone to
heaven and remurned to Harth o comiort,
counsel, guide and protece those in need.

1deach had eome roomy family alse: Por
sixty-five years, Jimmy had brought joy o
rhose hewas around. Jimmy's like was nor LY,
for he was born wich Dewn’s Syndrome. Bt
he was always cheerful and helpful. He fravedd

Jesus and could sing hymns by the hour, But

noye b was gone!

Is [immy an angel? 1s he rejoicing in the
presenee ol Cronl? Can he come ro Farth and
visit his grrieving family—or help us i we're in
erea lle?

Perhaps vou tao have lost someone dear
rer vout hearr, and vou are searching for an-
swers. Let’s allow God’s Word ro clear up our
cuestions regarding death, for this subject must
he clearly understood ro protect us from ac-
ceprng the deceprions of Satan.

Question: Are my loved ones who have
passed away aware of what is going oo in my

&Hl‘ Tfmes



hifer Can [ receive comborn, help or
wisdom Trom the deccased?

Answer: “Far fhe Sdue Leow 2t
they stadl diec Dt fhe doad Baow mat aiy-
phiina ™ (Beel, YR “There ar wo wonk,
s detdce, nor Erodedne, wor wiidem, in
e e [Loel, 92140,

Question: My deceased was
Aot a Chrstian, Is he or she looking
derarn froam heaven now, praising the
| rrids

Answer: e dead praise ol e

fhat po dowen fnfe ri-

Lted, woities am
Ps. 11517
T dhe prase cainnet frace 1l
The fre

e

dleadls crmear cadebrare Thes L
ang, fhe drveng, be shadl praise Thee™ (lsa,
N I.H1 I L);I_

“For Dhaved fe wed aivenced fnta ibe
Searpere” (At 20340, N, not even
king David—the apple of God's
eve—is in heaven, He is awainng the
call ol the Lifegiver,

Question: | know people whe
sy their dead loved one appedred
e thern. s chis true—or was it 2
deception from Satan?

Answer: "o b Shad peedh doin
to the prave shadf ceame b no aere. He
sherdd veisrn we smere o far fesae, ned-

e bt Giv place fwow Siv anvere”

(Jols 729, 10,

Question: [Fthe Bilile teaches
that our dead loved ones are nor
angels, hut are asleep in their
wraves, who are the angels, and
what 15 thelr work in behalf of the
human |"£lm'l|}-':‘

Answer: Angels, seraphim and
cherubim are created beings. Luock-
ler, the covering cherub, the highes:
angel that stood 0 the very presence
of Crowd, aliowed jealousy and ey
tr enter his heart, Aspiring to be like
Crogd, he sowwed the seeds of diserust
and rebellion amony the heavenly
angels

In his rebellion, Satan took one
third of the angels witl him o when
he became the adversary, the devil,
anich weas cast out to this canth, Since
Acdam and Tve viekled ro Saran, the
hwrrran tace has been plgoed Ty cheir
demonic powers and deceprions.
{Pleasc read Hee, 28:040 15, Tsa
1d:12-14, and Rew 12790

Cur satety i foand in surrender

Hour Tines

ter Chirist and being shielded by rhe
heavenly angels, For a betrer under-
standing of the wonderful work
these sinless beings do i vour life,
please read Heb, 114y Pes 103220,
347090197 and Damel (60220

Question: [F an angel appears
toy e, how can 1 orell whether the
angel is from God or satan? I3 there
a lnbihcal resc?

Answer: [ rrue that angels—
hiorh good and evil—can appear to
as (see Gen, T8 and 19, also N,
222235 Afrer 40 davs of fastng
n the wilderness, when He was per
ishing from hunger, Jesus [ Tirmseli
was approached by an “angel of
light.” Jesus met the temptations of
thiz mighy angel, wheo tarned oot o

e the devil himself, with a firm "l
degerdtten.” [Read the Bable account in
tdare. <k L-11.)

Like Jesus, our only safery when
contremted with the supernatural is
i trusting: the sure Word of God,
The prophet lsaiah warned us net
Fa trust in spiritualistic medinmes such
as Mew Age channelers, ministers or
any nthers who propose 1o be in
communication with the dead. [f
anyone’s leachings are notin barmony
with the Waord of Crod, “there 5 no
lght in themn,™ (ee 1sa, s, 20; alzo
2 Cor 11:14-15)

By trasting Geod's Word, we shall
be safe from all the perserful decep-
tions of Satan and his demonic
forces, Let us seetle 1t forever i our
minds thar our deceased loved ones
are nor angels; for, betore the fivse
Luman ever {I.il.'ttl:, Fll'lgl_l:_'|r§ WD SCThL
vy guarel the tree of e in the Crar-
den ot Eden. (5es Cren. 322240

The Bilde tells us chat in the last
davs, just before the coming of

Jesus, Saran will employ all his su-

perndtural powers foodeceive. By
mtehty ivacles and almost aver
powering deceprions, he will en-

deavor to seduce God's people. 1
vorn have lost a loved one and find
rhat Familiar form appearing o
vou, you will be safe from this
powerful delusion sefy it vou trust
rhe hiblical statement that “the dead
lnerw ot anything” (Heel: %5)

AN AWLESOME DREEAM

Wohen [wns qust a young gid, |
liael an awesome dream, T dreamed
it was the end of all things! The sur-
face of the earth was torn apart by a
mighty earthquake; jagged rocks and
dead bodies lay everywhere! Mean-
while, the shy was aglow with a glo-
tiows lgght, aned | coule see Jesus com-
ity in the clouds wich all His angels,
The graves of the righteous were
broken open, and the childsen
of God were being caughr up
o meet Jesus in the aizn

As [ opaved upon the awe-
some scene, | saw [immy rsing
up i the clouds toomeet his
dearcse Friend, | eould recog-
tiize him—though all the marks
ni his former handicap were gone,
His face radiated jov and | awolke
with such peace, In my heart I knew
thar my special brother, [immy,
woeld be resurrected and ken o
heaven when |esus meturns for Hig
AW

Mo, Jimomw is noran angel, He is
sleeping n the prave—awaiting the
call of Jesus who is “rthe Resurree
tion and the Life” As [ personalize

1 am assured

| Thessalorians 4 10-]
thar “the Lord Himself shall descend
From Heaven with o shout, and with
thi voice of the Archangel, and with
the trump of God: . - |and Jimimy,
along wirh all the ochers who are dead
i Christ, shall vise firse] then we
which are alive and remain shall be
caughe up together with them in che
clouds 1o meer the Lord in the airs
and so shall we ever be with the

[BeS T

These are the promises God has
orven to you and o me to comtort
us when we lose a loved one in
dearh, Sey while those who fall asleep
trusting in Jesus are not angels, cach

ome is puarded, as a precious jewel,
Fw the anpgels of God, E
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COMPANION SET

An indispensable aid to Bible study!

IMON ¥30¥0

“Iju.se‘ Cm:a'r understand the bee.f"

« How did the universe begin? How did the workd get here? Where and how did the human race ?’“‘f‘“
starl? Patriarehs and Prophets is a book about beginnings. [n fascinating, easy-lo-read language, \-ﬁ-}
it describes exactly how planet Earth—and the people who live on it—began. G~
! ""_h:fan i F
o Prophets and Kings is volume two of the five-volume set that covers human M
history [rom the beginning of our lime—and on into the futyre, This book heeins
with the reign of King Solomon and ends just prior to the first advent ol Jesus L.
Christ. -
« The inexpressible desire ol all ages cannol be found in things, fume, power or &

pleasure-secking. It can be found only ina Person, The Desire of Ages is His
story. This ook will be the end of your search.
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* You will again witness the enormous power of the carly chureh as vou read The
Acts of the Apostles, a remarkable commentary on the book of Acts, Then vou are
inviteed to request it—and expericnce i—for yourselfand your church.
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« The Great Controversy begins al the dawning of the Christian era, traces the rise and fall
ol nations and religious powers down o our day, then plunges ahead 10 preview the future.
And what this book sees coming is not based on guesswork. 1t is based ona source of
predictions that has never yel missed in its prophecies,
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