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MARCH 
 

Sunday Morning Worship     
9:00 a.m.    March 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 

 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

10:00 a.m.     March 5, 12, 19 and 26  
 

 Worship and Meal 
5:30 p.m. March 6 

 
NW Synod Event ñWalking Togetherò 

Saturday, March 9 
See page 4 for more information 

 
Confirmation Electives 

Saturday, March 9 ñChrist Jamò 
Saturday, March 30 ñCleaning the Sanctuaryò 

See page 6 for more information 
 

 
Daylight Savings Time Begins    

Sunday, March 10    
 

Wednesday Lenten Worship and Meal 
5:30 p.m. March 13, 20 and 27 
See page 3 for more information 

 
First Communion Class 

Sunday, March 31 following Worship 
See page 5 for more information 

 
MARCH 

2019 

Zionôs Good News 
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LENT 
 
Lent is a story of the journey of the people of God.  It is the story of 
us, or more appropriately ñGod with us.ò  During this season, we 
remember the journey of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and a 
generation spent wandering in the wilderness.  We also re-enact, in 
our own small ways, Jesusô journey into the wilderness, where he 
was tempted by the devil.  The fast that many Christians commit to 
during Lent is a reflection of the 40-day fast Jesus undertook during 
this time. 
 
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends 
against evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God 
and neighbor.  I invite you to participate in the discipline of Lent—
self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giv-
ing and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacra-
ment.  These are the four disciplines, or spiritual practices, that 
guide our time during Lent.  Here are some ideas for these practices: 
Å Repentance:  What are some of the challenges that make it  

difficult to focus on God and your neighbor? 
Å Prayer and Fasting:  What fast will you choose this Lent?  

How will your prayers and fasting help remind you of the needs 
of your neighbor during this season? 

Å Sacrificial Giving: How will you support your neighbor this 
Lent?  Consider committing to a giving goal to our Lenten  
Challenge to the Global Barnyard. 

Å Works of Love: Martin Luther reminds us that we are not saved 
by works—but grace does call us to offer our works with joy 
and gratitude to our neighbors need.  How might you ñtake hold 
of the promiseò this Lent by your works of love for others? 

May God bless your Lenten journey.  And may your practice of the 
discipline of Lent enrich your faith and your commitment to sharing 
in the work God is doing in our world. 
      

     
 Pastor Sue 
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YOUR CHURCH STAFF  

COUNCIL MEMBERS  

President:  Brenda Castellano 

V. Pres.:  Maryel Schoenfuss 

Secretary:  Carmella Moon 

Treasurer:  Marge Redetzke 

Evangelism:  Cory Wiesman 

Faith Formation: Jackie Fischer  
 & Isaac Thompson 

Property:  Lee Spindler   

Stewardship:  Amy Cournoyer 

Worship:  Lois Miller 

 

 

PASTOR:  Sue Eidahl   

Home Phone:  687-4381 

E-mail:  eides@zionlc.com  

 

Secretary:  Lori Lang 

E-mail:  office@zionlc.com   

 

 

WAYS TO CONNECT  

WITH ZION  

Write us at Zion Lutheran Church, 
213501 Legacy Street, Stratford, WI   
54484-9632 

Phone us at 715-687-4110            
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. or leave a 
voice mail message.   

Or email us at office@zionlc.com or 
directly to emails above.   
WEB SITE:  www.zionlc.com 

 
 
 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP  
9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

 

INDEX 
Page 
1    March Schedule 
2    Pastor Sueôs Letter   
3 Whatôs the Buzz? / Prayers for the 

Journey 
4 Lenten Challenge  / Walking To-

gether  
5 First Communion Classes / J-

Team and Little Lutherans  
6 Scholarships / Confirmation Elec-

tives 
7 Council Minutes / Building Update 
8 Annual Meeting Minutes 
9 Friberg Update From Tanzania 
10 Anniversaries & Birthdays / FMSC 
11 Church Staff and Index 
 
Pull out: March Calendar and  
Serving Schedule     
 
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
The 21st of each month.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENT DEADLINE  
Wednesdays by 9:00 a.m.  
 
WEEKLY E-MAIL  
Goes out on Monday morning.  Email 
office@zionlc.com to be added to the 
receiver list. 
 
PLEASE keep the office updated: 
Å Address & email changes  
Å Births, Deaths, Hospitalizations 
Å Phone / Cell changes 
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What’s the Buzz?  (Wednesday nights 5:30 pm worship followed 
by Soup and Sandwiches) 
 
The season of Lent is often an occasion for self-reflection, prayer and 
fasting. Lent is a time for Lutherans to think about repentance, suf-
fering and Jesus death on the cross, even as we hope for the resurrec-
tion on Easter.  Lent is also a time to think about those who suffer in 
our communities.   
 
From March 6 (Ash Wednesday) to April 21 (Easter) the congrega-
tions and communities of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin are in-
vited to participate in a global hunger challenge, ñWhatôs the Buzz?ò 
as we work together to alleviate food insecurity throughout the 
world.   During the season of Lent we will help raise awareness of 
the impacts of hunger.  Mindful of these needs, we are challenged to 
find faithful, creative ways to gather funds which will be used to pur-
chase a variety of animals through the ELCA Godôs Global Barn-
yard.  These animals not only provide food for families, but they can 
be a source of regular income, sustainability and self-reliance for 
households.   
 
Week 1 – Ash Wednesday  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
Week 2 – Goats   Matthew 25:31-46 
Week 3 -- Fish    Matthew 14:16-18 
Week 4 – Pigs    Psalm 51 & Luke 15:11-19 
Week 5 – Honeybees   Isaiah 7:13-15, 21-22 
Week 6 – Cows   Matthew 22:1-14 
 

“Prayers For The Journey”   Sundays of Lent 
 

Lent I, March 10 
Jesusô temptation in the wilderness. Luke 4:1-13 

Lent II, March 17 
Jesus longs to gather his brood. Luke 13:31-35 

Lent III, March 24 
Parable of the unproductive fig tree. Luke 13:1-9 

Lent IV, March 31 
Parable of the prodigal father. Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Lent V - April 7 
A woman anoints Jesus. John 12:1-8 

 
 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
3 -   Heather Pupp  
4 -  Gary Lang  
5 – Wynn Schoenherr 
7 -  Travis Moen  

Russ Dahlke  
Heather Trachte 

8 -  Denise Marg 
10 - Isaac Kramer 
 Anna Spaeth 
 Megan Johnson 
 Sandy Grell 
11 - Jordan Weber 
 Colin Cole  

Brenda Castellano 
Addison Beining 

12 - Scott Trachte  
13 - Kathy Zuelke 

Macey Kilty 
Maxwell Fischer 

14 - Ruby Thompson 
15 – Evalyn Joswiak 
16 - Emilie Greenberg  

Malia Hoesly  
Finley White 
Dayton White 

18 - James Carpenter 
19 - Tom Schoenherr  
21 - Dan Weber  
 Shane Moen  
 Amii Kreft  

22 - Shirley Skerhutt 
 Brian LaSee 
26 - Diane Dennee 
 Bernie Huser 
 Chris Murphy 
27 – Megan Custer 
28 – Michelle Multerer  
        Jordy Trachte 
 Avery White 
29 - Charles Foley 
 Mackenzie Frueh  
 Opal Ford-Werner 
 Natalie Messerschmidt 
30 - Olivia Ballerstein 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES  
6 -   Russ & Cheryl Dahlke  
12 – Gary Plank & Dar Pawlik Plank 
19 - Douglas & Marilyn Bolen  
24 – Jim & Cory Wiesman  
 
 

The Feed My Starving Children event sign-up be-
gins March 1st, with dates to pack food beginning 
Thursday April 11th – Saturday April 13th.   We are 
hoping to get the Saturday April 13th time of 8am.-
10am. Or 10:30am. – 12:30pm.  Additional infor-
mation to follow. Please sign up as  soon as you can - 
we want you - we need you!   Dan & Deb Wieland 
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Lenten Challenge 
 
Our Northwest Synod Wisconsin is challenging us this year in our 
Lenten giving discipline. Each of the seven conferences in the synod 
has be assigned a different ELCA Godôs Global Barnyard animal. 
(You are encouraged to find creative ways to use your specific ani-
mal during your fundraising efforts!!).  During the 40 days of Lent, 
we will have a friendly competition to see which of the seven confer-
ences will have the most congregations who participate in this chal-
lenge.  During our annual synod assembly, we will announce the 
winning conference as well as the total synod amount raised for 
World Hunger.   
 
Our Chequamegon Conference will be raising money for Fish 
Farms. Give your neighbor a fish, and theyôll eat for a day.  Give 
your neighbor a community fish farm, and theyôll eat for a lifetime.  
A fish farm begins with a pond, training and a few fast-growing fish, 
such as tilapia.  Very quickly, the pond teems with enough fish to 
provide healthy meals for families in the community.  Watch for the 
display in inserts in worship. 
 
Conference Assignments 
Conference    Assigned Animal  
Lake Superior    Goats     
Apple River    Pigs     
Heart of the North   Honeybees    
St. Croix    Cows     
Chippewa Valley   Oxen & Plow    
Chequamegon   Fish Farm    
Dairyland    Chicks  

Friberg update – Tanzania     February 2019 
 

The Maasai Christians in Gelai are celebrating the new roof on their church.  
They were so happy they began using the space before the floor and windows 
were finished.  The cost of the roof was $10,000 and they raised 80% of the 
cost themselves.  The previous church could no longer hold all the people.   

 
Six years ago the Christians put in a 
foundation and made bricks themselves.  
One mission team from USA helped pour 
the concrete floor.   Another poured the 
reinforced ring beam on top of the wall.  
The mission teams paid for the re-bar, 
concrete, and 2 local masons. Tanzanians 
and Americans worked alongside each 
other to build a structure that will last 
100+ years.     

 

Over the past 20 years we have been privileged to assist in the work of Gelai  
clinic.   Through ELCA and Global Health Ministries, we have provided reno-
vations, solar power, water connections, staff training, and lab equipment.  
Maasai walk and ride in pickups long distances to be treated by Dr. Swai who 
has worked here for 35 years.   
 
Recently I learned that my dad Pastor Dan Friberg was at the opening of the 
church medical clinic 50 years ago.    In 1968 Dad could not have known that 
his doctor son would be working at the clinic decades later.   He could not 
know that his grandchildren Nyika, Zaka, and Shalai would be mixing, shovel-
ing, and hoisting concrete for a new church here.   
 
When the Lutheran church built the first school and 
clinic in Gelai, there were no Christians.  Later, the 
first Christians met under an acacia tree.  Now half 
of the community  is Christian.  The first words of 
every service are ñEtii Engai ene.ò  God is here.   
 
Thank you again for being committed to the work 
of the church in Tanzania.    
 
Steve and Bethany Friberg 

 
 

Come and join us for the 10th annual 
Walking Together event! This day of 
learning and workshops is  
designed for people around the synod 
to collaborate, hear about best 
practices in congregations, get inspired 
and experiment with new and creative 
ministries, and gain some helpful tools 
to use in their congregations.  35+ 
Workshops.   $25.00 per participant 

(includes lunch).  Registration and workshop descriptions can be found at: 
nwswi.org/walking-together  



8 5 

ZION LUTHERAN 2018 ANNUAL  
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sunday January 27, 2019 

10:00 a.m. 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: President Brenda Castellano 
OPENING DEVOTIONS: Pastor Sue  
 
SECRETARYôS REPORT: M (Dan Thompson) S (Wendy Grell) C  
TREASURERôS REPORT: M (Jackie Fisher) S (Brooke Grell) C 
 
STAFF REPORTS:  Pastorôs Report 
MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  
Motion to accept adoption of agenda M (Dan Thompson) 
                                                            S (Mark Anderson) C 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
NEW BUSINESS 

Voting for Council Members 
Brenda Castellano 
Maryel Schoenfuss 
Carmella Moon  
Isaac Thompson  
Wendy Grell 
M (Brenda Huther) S( Kevin Miller) C 

Vote for Synod Assembly Voting Members (May 4) 
M (Tom Schoenherr) to allow council to delegate 

 S (John Zuelke) C  
Adoption/Approval of 2019 Congregational Mission Plan 

(Budget) 
 Motion of approval of 2019 Budget 

 M (Dan Thompson) S (Tom Schoenherr) C 
Allowance for extended term (president) 

Motion to allow president 1 more year M (Dan Thomp-
son) S (Brenda Huther) C 

ADJOURNMENT- M (Rhonda Thompson) S (Frank Guralski) C 
 
Meeting adjourned and closed with the Lordôs Prayer    
     Respectfully submitted by, 
     Angie Guralski, Secretary 

First Communion Classes 
 
At Zion, children have a place with Jesus at the gracious 
and wondrous meal of forgiveness, life, hope, joy, renew-
al, nourishment, peace, comfort, challenge, courage, and 
strength; a place like no other — the Lordôs Table.  
 
The arms of Jesus are open. The table is set. There is room for all, and Jesus 
has never stopped saying, ñLet the children come to me.ò 

Discerning Your Child’s Readiness 
A childôs readiness is best determined by a parent or one who knows the 
child well, in consultation with the Pastor.  Every child is different and each 
will pick up on the significance of the meal at a different point.  Use ques-
tions like these to help you understand your child and her/his sense of be-
longing in the faith community, so you can make a decision about readiness. 
  
Å Is your child comfortable in various locations around the church, in-
cluding the altar? 

Å Will the child extend his or her hands when asked to do so? 

Å Does your child seem able to interact with others enough in order to 
receive the elements? 

Å Is he/she aware enough of others in the congregation and their needs to 
show a degree of respect for their communion experience? 

Å Are you as parents or caregivers prepared to help make this a positive 
process? 

Such questions are meant to assist you in understanding your childôs readi-
ness.  These questions are meant to simply generate conversation, set goals, 
and direct the preparation process for each child and her/his family. 

 
First Communion classes are as follows: 

Sunday, March 31st   — 10:00 a.m.   
Saturday, April 6th — 8:30-10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, April 7th — First Communion at 9:00 a.m. worship service.  
Invite sponsors and grandparents. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Little Lutherans (K– 3rd Grade) and J-Team (4th – 6th Grade) will 
meet on Wednesday, March 6th and March 20th, at 3:00 p.m. 
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COUNCIL MINUTES 
Zion Lutheran Church Council met on Monday February 18, 2019 

 President Brenda Castellano called the meeting to order 
Angie Guralski led with devotions.   

 
During the meeting the council: 

¶ Approved the Secretary Report. 

¶ Approved the Treasurer Report. 

¶ Approved the Ministry Team Report 

¶ Sent Thank You to Rudy Werner and Jim Carpenter 

¶ Pastor is getting ready for Lent and First Communion Classes 

¶ Soup and Sandwich has been set up 

¶ Council will be installed on February 24th 

¶ We are still in need of 1 male and 1 female to attend the Synod  
 Assembly 

¶ Reminder to all teams to get spring cleaning done before Easter 
 
   Respectfully submitted by  
              Angie Guralski, Secretary 
 
* A full copy of the Secretaryôs notes is in the office.   
  

Building Update 2019  
Payment                    
Bi-Weekly    Start Payment       Interest      Principal    Ending 
Dates        Balance      Amount         Paid  Paid          Balance 
11/09 & 11/23  $365,618.87   $  3,100.00    $1,100.42   $  1,999.58    $ 363,619.29 
11/28                 $363,619.29   $13,000.00                       $13,000.00    $ 350,619.29 
12/07 & 12/21  $350,619.29   $  3,100.00    $1,062.18   $   2,037.82   $ 348,581.47 
12/28                 $348,581.47   $13,500.00                       $ 13,500.00   $ 355,081.47 
01/04 & 01/18  $335,081.47   $  3,100.00    $1,01849    $   2,081.51   $ 332,999.96  
 
 

Total monthly principal payments  $   32,618.91 
Total monthly interest payments               $     3,181.09 
Balance of loan as of 01-18-2019              $ 332,999.96 
 

Partners Bank 
Building checking acct balance as of 02-01-2019 $     11,047.95 

       SCHOLARSHIPS 

Each year Zion Lutheran Church 
provides the following scholarships 
for graduating high school seniors. 
Each applicant is eligible for one of 
the three available scholarships. Ap-
plications will be considered in or-
der of date received so early appli-
cation is encouraged.  The scholar-
ships will be awarded upon enrol-
ling in the second semester of the 

first year of post-secondary education (January). 

Scholarship applications have been mailed to Zion seniors. 

The Marie Zuelke Scholarship  
One -$500 scholarship, with an extra $100 if the applicant 
attends a Christian college or university.  

The Grace M.E. Carpenter Memorial Scholarship Fund  
Two - $500 scholarships given to two graduating seniors.  

 

Application deadline is 5:00 p.m. on May 1st, 2019 

CONFIRMATION ELECTIVES 
Saturday, March 9th  - UW Eau Claire 
Middle school-aged synod youth (6th-8th 
grade), lead by the passionate Synod 
Youth Board, are invited to attend Christ 
Jam! This year Christ Jam will be run in 
tandem with the synod's Walking Togeth-

er event, and will include awesome workshops, worship, group 
games, and service project, and more! Hope you'll join us!  We 
need your  name and T-Shirt size to register. 

Saturday, March 30th  9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
Cleaning the Sanctuary. The Faith Formation Team cleans the 
sanctuary every spring. You will help beautify the sanctuary by 
wiping down the pews, cleaning the pew cushions, and replacing 
items as needed. 


