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DECEMBER   2022 
The Coming Weeks at a Glance 
 
12/7 1:00 Bible Study; 5:00 LOGOS and dinner at 5:45  followed by 6:30 ADVENT service  
12/8 5pm Bell Choir, 6pm Choir 
12/9 Dessert Theater 7 pm 
12/10  Dessert Theater 7pm 
12/11  Regular services and Sunday School;    Dessert Theater at 2 pm 

Advent Wednesday Worship Services at 6:30pm  
Dinner 5:45 pm  by Chef Greg         Come for Dinner and stay for worship! 

Dwelling in the Word   A no-prep Bible study opportunity on Wednesdays at 
1pm.  Weekly  we read the Scriptures together focused on upcoming readings for 
worship and other texts the group chooses.  Come when and join in conversation!  
We may start other meeting times for Dwelling in the Word in the coming months, 

let Intern Sarah know if you have a day/time that would work better for you. 

WELCA Cookie Bake   December 17 
It takes many hands to create those marvelous cookies we enjoy 

so very much. Add your name to the sign up sheet so we can 
know who will help bake. Thank you. 

DECEMBER 18 
One Service at 10 AM  Featuring the  
Sunday School Christmas Program 

Followed by a Birthday Party for Jesus 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE Services      4pm & 10pm 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY       One service at 10 am 

Dessert Theatre  
will be presented three days: 
Friday, December 9 at 7 pm 

Saturday December 10 at 7 pm 
Sunday, December 11 at 2pm 

There are sign up sheets on the table with 
a variety of ways you can help those days. 
or in the kitchen, or simply bringing a treat. 
Thank you in advance. 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
All Children ages 3 years through the 5th Grade are welcome at Zion Sunday 

School.  Classes are Sunday mornings at 10:15 from September to May.   
To register your children for Sunday School, you may contact the church office  

(715-398-3663) or go to zionsuperior.org for a registration form  
or simply come to Zion 

 on any Sunday to get your child started on his or her journey of faith!  God loves 
our children and has wonderful things to teach them at Zion Sunday School.   

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

Sew N’ Sews 
Ladies are working from home and we are coming together as we are 
able. Several blankets have been placed in the food shelf by Zion’s 
main door and have been taken quickly. I am counting my Christmas 
blessings in the ladies who don't give up giving of time, effort, and   
support of Zion's  outreach ministries. 
      What a wonderful group.!!!   

Our Sunday School meets at 9:45 each Sunday. We  have 
a lesson and chat about it, and ask questions, and  

sometimes sing and play games to help us to remember 
what we are learning. It is fun and interactive. 

Thank you to our leaders. 

 
POINSETTIAS For Christmas 

 
Zion will be brightening the Sanctuary this Christmas with 

Poinsettias. This year only red flowers are available at 
$17.00 each. Orders must be submitted by December 7th. 

There are forms on the table in the church entry or you 
could phone the office at 715-398-3663. You may take 

your plants home after the Christmas Day Service. 
 



3 

Prayers of Protection: Nathan Anthony, Mathew Sherwood, Nathan 
Madsen, Keely Nelson, Andrew Hutton, Joshua Seifert;, and all those 
who are in military service throughout the world and their families. 
  Please let me know of an update for our Military men and 
women. Prayers for them on Sundays is not enough. An address would 
be appreciated for Birthday/Christmas greetings. 

—-Thank you, Jan Arena     

Dec 13—Ronald & Denise Lundberg—47 years 
 

Dec 29—Thomas & Mary Nykanen—62 years 

Payton Miller  Dec 1 
Sara Downs  Dec 8 
Laura Kilner  Dec 8 
Pamela Mertz  Dec 8 
Ariana Amys  Dec 9 
Tanya Anderson Dec 9 
Chad Bennett  Dec 9 
David Moe  Dec 10 
Lynn Rochon  Dec 11 

Sandra Garlie  Dec 12 
Kearra Thimm  Dec 16 
Tammie Johnson Dec 17 
Tony Amys  Dec 18 
Ashley Bennett  Dec 19 
Shannon Carlson Dec 20 
Christa Williams Dec 24 
Delores Mackie Dec 27 
Cory Johnson  Dec 30 

 
Happy  

Birthday 

Growing in Faith  
As of November 22, 2022, we owe  $50,686.98 

Monthly mortgage payment is $781.00.  
Please consider a gift to Growing in Faith above and beyond your  
regular giving.                           Thank you for your gifts. 

WELCA  meets ever second 
Sunday between services  

We will see you there.    

Coffee fellowship   
There is a sign-up 

sheet 
on the counter  

in Fellowship Hall 

Happy  
Anniversary 
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The Church Annual Meeting is already coming near —which means it is time to 
gather information for the Annual Report. We will need reports in  
office by January 15th. We print  January 19th so they are available a week  
before the Annual Meeting. (This reports the year 2022)        Thanks 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

    
 

  
 

 
 

    1 
 
Pasty Bake 
 

2 
 
Pasty Bake 

3 
 
Pasty Bake 

4 
 

Regular 
Services 

5 
 
6:00 AA Mtg 

6 
 
4-6pm Missions 
6:00 Al -Anon 
6:30 AA Mtg 

7 
5:00 LOGOS 
5:45 Dinner 
6:30 Advent 
Service 

8 
 
1:00  No Sew 
’n Sew 
6:00  Choir 

9 
Dessert 
Theater 
7:00 pm 

  

10 

Dessert  
Theater 
7:00 pm 

 

11 

Regular 
Services 
Dessert 
Theater 
2:00 pm 

 

12 
 
6:00 AA Mtg 
 

 

13(recycling) 
 
4-6pm Missions 
5:00 Operations 
Finance 
6:00 Al -Anon 
6:30 AA Mtg 

14 
5:00 LOGOS 
5:45 Dinner 
6:30 Advent 
Service 

15 
 
1:00  No Sew 
’n Sew 
6:00  NO Choir 
6:00 Church 
Council 
 

16 
 

17 
8:30 am WELCA  
 
C O O K I E 
SALE 
 
 

18 
One Service 

10 am  
Sunday School 

Christmas   
Program 

19 
 
6:00 AA Mtg 

20   
 

6:00 Al -Anon 
6:30 AA Mtg 

21 
5:00 LOGOS 
5:45 Dinner 
6:30 Advent 
Service—Blue 
Christmas 

22 
 
1:00  No Sew 
’n Sew 
6:00  Choir 
 
 

23 
 

24 
4:00pm & 10:00pm 

 
Christmas Eve  

 
Services 

25 

One  
Service 
10am 

26 
 
6:00 AA Mtg 

27   (recycling) 
 
4-6pm Missions 
6:00 Al -Anon 
6:30 AA Mtg 

28 
 
NO Logos 

29 
 
 

30 31 
 
New Year’ Eve 

DECEMBER 2022 
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                  A Christmas Message from Bishop Laurie 
 

On June 19, 2020 our granddaughter was born. She was born three months into the pandemic. Her    
parents were worried. Her grandparents were worried. It is challenging enough to be pregnant and give 
birth in the best of times but to give birth in the middle of a worldwide pandemic is an even greater  
worry. We worried about the unknown dangers this virus might present to the mother, the unborn baby, 
and the new born baby. Our worries kept us up at night. Our worries were relieved when she was finally 
born, perfect in every way. Our worry gave way to wonder-filled joy. Worry transformed to wonder as 
we looked back to see how God was holding and carrying them through the unavoidable worry. Our 
worry transformed to gratitude and wonder watching for what God would be up to next in her tiny life. 
 

It’s December 2022. We prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus.  This Advent we come with 
our fears and worries too. We are living in the midst of challenging times in our country. The very foun-
dation of our nation seems less stable. We each come with our own personal set of worries and fears 
about our families, health, finances, work, safety, the future…What is it that keeps you up at night? 
What are you worried about today?  
 

Folks across our church are experiencing doubts and uneasiness about the future of their church. Does it 
keep you up at night? What are the threats to your church’s future? How can the conversation move 
from fear and worry to wonder? As the miracle of Christ’s birth is celebrated this season, we can move 
from worry to wonder. We wonder what God is up to now in this day and age. Together we wonder 
what God’s will is for the future of our church. Together we wonder; how can we use the abundance and 
blessings, (what we do have and opportunities in front of us), to make a difference in Jesus’ name.   
 
 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.  Luke 2:8-10a 
Shepherds living in the fields watched over their sheep to keep them safe. There were dangers that kept 
the shepherds up at night and plenty of things for the shepherd’s to worry about in the cold night like 
wild animals, predators, thieves, & bad weather. There was so much to worry about, but one night an 
angel of the Lord, all shiny and bright appeared and transformed their fears and worldly worry to divine 
wonder.   
 

To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” Luke 2:11-14 
Friends, you are precious, beloved, baptized children of God. We know that the antidote to worry is to 
trust in God.  
 

During this Advent, Christmas and Epiphany season I pray that your worries will be transformed to 
wonder at what God is doing and promises to do in your lives and in our 
churches. May the miracle of Christ’s birth transform your worries to wonder! 
I am grateful for your partnership in ministry.                     Peace be with you, 

           DECEMBER LAY MINISTRY 
READER    COUNTERS 
Dec 4     Donna Meltz  Dec 4    Lucy Sullivan, Kendra Lohman 
Dec 11   Aine Merrill  Dec 11  Greg Kvam, Ken Mertz 
Dec 18   Polly Lohman  Dec 18  Polly Lohman, Aine Merrill 
MINISTER ASSISTANT 
Dec 4     Anthony Anderson     ATLAR—Altar Build Members 
Dec 11   Linda Moe 
Dec 18   Aine Merrill 
GREETER    USHERS 
Dec 4    Janet Arena  Dec 4   Donald Anderson   
Dec 11   Mary Hickman  Dec 11  Verlyn Moore 
Dec  18  Lucy Sullivan  Dec 18  Donald Anderson   
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FROM   PASTORAL   INTERN   SARAH 
 
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.” --Isaiah 9:2 
 
Happy Advent and Merry Christmas!  The new church year begins with a message 
of hope. We hear about the promise of a Savior to be born who will save us all.    
Jesus, the light of the world, is coming to us, to walk with us and lead us where we 
need to go.  Jesus the Savior comes to bring the light into our places of darkness, 
and to bring changes we all long for, and at the same time perhaps fear, as what 
once was will be no longer.  Something new is happening! Are we ready to         
welcome Jesus when he comes? 
 
This past year has brought a lot of changes to Zion.  As you have experienced     
pastoral transitions, worship changes, the return of Sunday School, a new sign, and 
the ebb and flow of life in community, Jesus has been walking with you.  When you 
boldly decided to bring a student pastor into your midst and walk alongside her, you 
have been embracing the way of Jesus--a way of hope and trust.  I have appreciated 
the wonderful welcome I have received into this congregation as your pastoral     
intern.  We have already been together nearly 6 months!  I am learning so much 
from each of you, and it has been such a blessing to get to know so many members 
of Zion.  It is a gift to share in Christian community and wonder what God is calling 
us to do together.  Please continue to reach out and share any ideas or feedback you 
have about our shared ministry in this community. 
 
The coming year is likely to continue to bring more change—as it never stops!  Let 
us remember that Jesus is with us. We need this reminder especially now as the deep 
darkness of winter comes, and it gets a little harder to move about and the daylight 
seems so short.  May we see this season as holy time, and as a gift and opportunity 
to slow down and wonder about what new life is waiting to emerge among us.  

God’s peace and love surround you this day and always.  Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men on whom his favor rests.    

Luke 2: 14 
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Church Council Meeting Minutes for Thursday, November 17th, 2022 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Vicky Holm at 6:06pm. Present were Intern Sarah  
Gunderson, Donald Anderson, Dona Meltz, Vicky Holm, Lynn Rochon, Christel Lewis, Aine Merrill  
and Margaret Sundet. 
Devotions were given by Lynn. Next month will be Donna. 
Two thank you cards were passed around for the council to sign. They were for the gentleman who     
donated the cement under our new sign and the other was for the High School Honor Society who 
helped with Fall Fest. 
A motion was made by Donna and seconded by Don to accept last month’s secretary’s report. Motion 
carried. 
Treasurers Report: The checking account balance is $14,193. The savings account is at $27,176.97 
and the mortgage is at $50,686.98. We reviewed the checks written in October. 
Pastor’s Report: See attached. 
Discipleship Report: Lynn put pictures on Facebook of the LOGOS group and Sunday School. The   
rotation of teachers for Sunday School seems to be working really well. It is a lighter load for the teachers 
and the students get to know more than 1 teacher as well. Dinner on Wednesday for LOGOS is at 5:30, 
except during the weeks of Advent. Then dinner is at 5:45. Everyone is invited. 
Worship and Music: Zion will purchase 20 poinsettias from Artistic Floral by Leslie. January 8th is the 
tentative date for the New Members Welcome service. 
WELCA: The cookie sale will be on December 17th. They bought 24 new dish towels and 3 new cutting 
boards.  
Operations and Finance: We discussed the security of the location of where the checkbook, debit and 
Super One cards are stored. No decision was made. We discussed how dedicated fund accounts are 
setup and purpose of the funds. No decision made. At the December council meeting we will invite Greg 
Kvam so we can hammer out the 2023 budget. At the January meeting, we will discuss the findings of 
the Audit committee.  
A motion was made by Lynn and seconded by Donna to accept all reports as given. Motion carried. 
Unfinished Business: Don got 2 bids for snow plowing. We took the lowest bid. Vicky signed a contract 
for it.  
New Business: The Pasty Bake will be December 1st – 3rd. Lynn ordered the supplies from Manions and 
Superior Meats. The price for the pasty’s will stay at $5 as the price for the ingredients did not increase 
by that much. Practices for the Dessert Theatre are underway. It will be a free will offering event. 
A motion was made at 7:20pm by Don and seconded by Aine to adjourn. Motion carried. 
 
Submitted by Christel Lewis 

Term Ends January 2023 Term Ends January 2024   Term Ends January 2025 
Donald Anderson Vicki Holm, President  Deanna Traynor 
Tim Ingersoll Lynn Rochon, Vice President  Christel Lewis 
Donna Meltz Anthony Anderson Aine Merrill 
    Margaret Sundet 
      
Audit Committee-1 year 
Bob Warner 
Tim Ingersoll 
Paul Freer 
  

Annual Synod Assembly-  
Representatives      April 21, 24, 25 
Aine Merrill, Donna Meltz 
Conference Assembly Feb 17 
Kay Warner  & Polly Lohman 

Nominating Committee 
Don Anderson 
Polly Lohman 
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH  
2022 East Second Street 

Superior, WI 54880 

 

Contact Zion 
Pastoral Intern Sarah Gunderson     

pastor@zionsuperior.org  
715-398-3663, ext.202 

Email: pastor@zionsuperior.org 
Cell phone: 715-817-6543 

 
Office Secretary 

   churchoffice@zionsuperior.org 
Organist 

 Gretchen Johnston OSB 
Custodian 

Darren Velin 
Newsletter 

churchoffice@zionsuperior.org  
Prayer Ministry and Requests 

prayer@zionsuperior.org 
 

THE MESSENGER is a monthly publication   
of Zion Lutheran Church 

 

THE MESSENGER 
DECEMBER  2022   

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA 
“Gathering together, Growing in faith,  

and Going into the world in Jesus’ name.” 
 

715-398-3663      www.zionsuperior.org 
Sunday Worship Services 

Traditional at  9:00 am  
Sunday School  9:45  

Contemporary at 10:45 am 
Coffee Hour between services 

 

Worship Service is also on Web 
 

Church Office Hours 
Mo-Th   9-1   

Pastoral Hours 
Tu-Fr  9-1 

715.398.3663     churchoffice@zionsuperior.org 


