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In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is
revealed as the beloved Son of God.
Through this great epiphany,

Jesus fulfills all righteousness and
becomes the servant of God who will

bring forth justice and be a light to the
nations. In the waters of baptism we
too are washed by the Word,

anointed by the Spirit, and named
God’s beloved children.

Our baptismal mission is to proclaim
good news to all who are oppressed
or in need of God’s healing.
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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
GATHERING

*please stand as you are able for those sections marked with an asterisk (*)
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM & BLESSING
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Holy God, fountain of living water, source of mercy, tender and mighty,
you are clothed with majesty and splendor. Your steadfast love fills the earth.
All: Your steadfast love fills the earth.
P: Your love flows through water, satisfying the thirst of all living things,
sustaining life in this community, nourishing and delighting us.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.
All: Your steadfast love fills the earth.
P: Your love flows through water, a sign of your saving power:
Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well.
The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock.
Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.
All: Your steadfast love fills the earth.
P: Your love flows through the water of baptism joined to your life-giving Word:
your well of mercy and cleansing flood, your sea of deliverance from death into life,
your healing river washing sin away, your living water springing up to eternal life.
Your steadfast love fills the earth.
All: Your steadfast love fills the earth.
P: Shower us with your Holy Spirit. Fill us with your love. Clothe us and all your people
with grace. Embolden us to do justice. Bless us to love mercy. Guide us to walk humbly with
you, whom we thank and praise, through Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.
All: Amen.
P: All are invited at this time to come forward to receive a blessing and a star word to guide you.
(Come forward to the font for a blessing.)

GATHERING HYMN*

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer

ELW# 618

GREETING*
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C: And also with you.
2

KYRIE*

3

HYMN OF PRAISE*

4

PRAYER OF THE DAY*
Let us pray.
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Bronze Voices Bell Choir
FIRST READING

Star in the East

Arranged by Sister Gretchen Johnson

Isaiah 42:1-9

1

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
3
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
4
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
5
Thus says God, the L
,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
6
I am the L
, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
7
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
8
I am the L
, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
5

nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.

9

L: The word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM:
1

Psalm 29

Ascribe to the L
, you gods,
ascribe to the L
glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the L
the glory due God’s name;
worship the L
in the beauty of holiness.
3
The voice of the L
is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the L
is upon the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the L
is a powerful voice;
the voice of the L
is a voice of splendor.
5
The voice of the L
breaks the cedar trees;
the L
breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6
the L
makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the L
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the L
shakes the wilderness;
the L
shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9
The voice of the L
makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the L
all are crying, “Glory!”
10
The L
sits enthroned above the flood;
the L
sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11
OL
, give strength to your people;
give them, O L
, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING:

Acts 10:34-43

34

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
36
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is
Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power;
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
6

death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear,
41
not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank
with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION*

GOSPEL*

Matthew 3:13-17

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
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Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom
I am well pleased.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & SERMON:
HYMN OF THE DAY*

Intern Sarah Gunderson

Christ, Be Our Light
7

ELW 715

NEW MEMBER WELCOME

A welcome & blessing for Paul Robinson

P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for our brother Paul, one with us in
the body of Christ, whom we welcome as a new member into the life and ministry of this
congregation.
A word of welcome.
P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. Using the words of the Apostles’ Creed
(please stand):
ALL: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
P: In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God.
We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all
people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.
To Paul, do you intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this
place?
Paul: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addresses the assembly.
P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for Paul in his life in Christ?
All: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
P: Let us welcome our brother in Christ to this community of faith.
All: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to
God and proclaim the good news to all the world.

8

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:
Congregational response after each petition:
Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.
PEACE:
The peace of Christ be with you always.
and also with you.
Please share a sign of God’s Peace.

MEAL

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. We
thank you for your generous support of this ministry at Zion and for giving of your time and
talent in service toward others.

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING “Create in Me a Clean Heart”

9

ELW 185

OFFERING PRAYER*

P: Let us pray.
All: Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power,
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. You we magnify and adore,
through Jesus our Savior, Amen.
DIALOGUE*

PREFACE*
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you
proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY HOLY HOLY*
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GREAT THANKSGIVING*
P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.
All: Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER*
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION*
P: The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all is ready.
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COMMUNION: Welcome to the table! All who believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
are invited to receive Holy Communion. You may come forward by the center aisle and return
by the side aisles. Receive the bread in your open palm. Select a cup, either dark red (grape
juice) or light (wine). Dispose of cups in baskets on front pew. Young children and those not
communing may leave their hands folded and receive a blessing from the pastor.
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.
COMMUNION HYMN:

LAMB OF GOD

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

Gretchen Johnston

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION*
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE* Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise ELW #207

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION*
P: Let us pray.
C: Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table.
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen.

BLESSING*

SENDING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN*
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve
DISMISSAL*
L: Go in peace. Let your light shine.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com.

ELW 551

Gretchen Johnston
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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PRAYER CHAIN MISSION: Each week, a family name will be drawn at random from the
mailing list, and that family will be prayed for during the next week. The family will receive a note
in the mail to let them know about the prayers.
PRAYER CHAIN: Please submit any prayer requests to a member of the prayer chain:
Linda Moe 715-398-6779.
Prayers of Healing: Sarah, Jack Boris, Michael Pelletier, James Dolsen Sr., and Karen Johnson.
Prayers of Protection: .
Nathan Anthony, Mathew Sherwood, Nathan Madsen, Keely Nelson, Andrew Hutton, Andrew
Mattson, Joshua Seifert, and for all those who are in military service throughout the world and their
families; and for law enforcement officers, firefighters, EMT’s, and all who put themselves at risk for
others.
Prayers of Comfort:
Those homebound or in nursing homes: Jerry and Marilee, Ann Johnson, John Madsen,
Sharon Miller, Alice Mattson, Esther Nolan, Ellie Mae Nelson, and Delores Mackie.
Prayers for Strength & Guidance: Pastoral Intern Sarah Gunderson, Our Church Council, our lay
leaders, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Synod Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson and our Synod
Staff, and for all those who stand up for justice in Jesus’ name.
Thank you to all who pray faithfully.
(To add or remove a name, please call the office. 715-398-3663 Thank you.)

The Coming Week at a Glance
1/8

9:00 Traditional Service, 9:45 Sunday School 10:45 Contemporary Service

1/11

1:00 No Prep Bible Study, 5:00 LOGOS and dinner at 5:30 followed by lesson

1/12

1:00 Sew ‘N Sews, 5pm Bell Choir, 6pm Choir

1/15

9:00 Traditional Service, 9:45 Sunday School, 10:45 Contemporary Service

Please remember the food shelf beside the main entrance.
We have had days of blizzards and people are unable to come to the church
and re-supply the food shelf.
There is a need for supplies for those who are in need.
Pray that God will help each of us to do a part in filling this need.
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Welcome to January

We have all regular activities and services !
With our winter blizzards, we ask that you always check to
be sure we have not cancelled due to weather conditions.
We will be safe first.

January 29
January 29
January 29
January 29
January 29
Did you notice the date?

January 29 is the Annual Meeting for Zion Lutheran Church.
Following the 9:00 am Service
And 10:00 am Brunch Pot Luck
The Annual Meeting will begin at 10:30 am.
(No Sunday School on that day.)
Please have your reports on the office desk by January 16 so we can
type, compile, and print them for you the week prior to the meeting.

Dwelling in the Word Bible Study Come join in for this no-prep Bible study
opportunity meets Wednesdays at 1pm at church. Weekly we
read the Scriptures together focused on the upcoming assigned readings
for worship. Come when you can to join in the conversation
and practice listening to God through Scripture!
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WELCOME!

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, filthy rich, dirt
poor, yo no habla Ingles. We extend a special welcome to those who are crying newborns,
skinny as a rail, or could afford to lose a few pounds.
We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or if you couldn’t carry a tune in a
wheelbarrow. You’re welcome here if you are “just browsing,” just woke up or just out of jail.
We don’t care if you’re more Lutheran than the beloved Martin himself, or haven’t been in
church since little Joey’s baptism.
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to
teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving
artists, tree huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters.
We welcome those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having
problems, or you’re down in the dumps, or if you don’t like “organized religion,” we’ve been
there too.
If you blew all your offering money at the race track, you are welcome here. We offer a
special welcome to those who believe the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell
or because grandma is in town and wanted to go to church.
We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We extend a special welcome to those
who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid, or got lost
in traffic and wound up here by accident. We welcome tourists, seekers, and doubters,
bleeding hearts and you!
Adapted from “Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Community”
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